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REMOVE THE ROSE-COLOREL 


Don't let Vince Young's shining performance in the national title game blind you. 
Matt Leinart is the only quarterback in the draft who can win now. sy Was Room scours 


efore the Texas Longhorns had even pulled off their pads 

after a stunning Rose Bowl win over Southern California, 

the “experts” were making a case for Vince Young to forgo 

his senior season and jump to the NFL. Some even 
speculated Young would be the best quarterback—better than USC's 
Matt Leinart—in this year's draft 

But foctball scouts don't buy hype, and they hate hoopla. Young gave 
a stirring perfermance in the national championship game, but it was 
just one game. Young is a terrific athlete, but he’s not ready to be a 
prime-time passer in the NFL. Leinart is ready—now. 

Leinart might not be as athletically gifted as Young, but his 
background makes him the better pro prospect. Leinart, like USC 
predecessor Carson Palmer, ran a pro style offense, But even though 
Palmer has Peyton Manning's strong arm, Leinart is more like Eli 
Manning, a touch passer with a 


: strong but not elite arm. 
Vince Young § 
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Still, Leinart showed improved arm strength during 2005 after he had 
offseason surgery to clean up tendinitis in his left elbow. 

Young's offensive system at Texas helped him; it is a perfect fit for 
his strengths as an athlete and hides his weaknesses as.a pocket 
passer. Problem is, there's no place for Texas shotgun option offense 
in the NFL. At the college level, that alignment slows the pass rush 
because defenses must account for Young's running ability. In 
the NFL, the defensive ends are too fast. They would force 
Young into quick decisions against much faster, more 
physical players. Spending a college career in the shotgun & 
has caused problems for other quarterbacks making the 
transition to the NFL, such as Jacksonville's Byron 
Leftwich. And then there's Young's unorthodox release 
and inconsistent footwork. 


In January, another quarterback injected himself into the best 
quarterback debate. Jay Cutler's stock skyrocketed after a solid week of - 
practice at the Senior Bowl, but even though Cutler is talented, he also 
is inconsistent and undisciplined in his mechanics. With Cutler, 

10 pass drops might show 10 different foot placements and release 
points. His problems come from playing for a Vanderbilt team that 


always was behind; Cutler was forced to make plays any way he could. 
Along the way, he developed bad habits, much the way Jake Plummer 
did with the Cardinals. ft took Denver coach Mike Shanahan two years 
to get Plummer on the right track. 
Young and Cutler are fine prospects who will be high first-round 
selections, and both have bright futures. But neither will be ready 
to lead a team and win games in the NFL for at least two years, 
Leinart could win games in 2006—thougt playing for the 
Texans or Saints means it wouldnt be easy. 
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BEYOND THE 
BIG THREE 


NFL teams dedicate months of 
evaluation and millions of dollars to 
choosing the right quarterback early in 
the first round. This year, of course, the 
great debate has focused on Matt Leinart, 
Vince Young and Jay Cutler. 

The irony is, many Super Bowl-winning 
quarterbacks in recent years have come from 

relative obscurity. Sure, there's Ben 
Roethlisberger (first round, 2004), 
but there also are Brad Johnson 
(ninth round, 1992), Kurt Warner 
(undrafted) and Tom Brady (sixth round, 
2000). 

A few of the 2006 draft’s sleeper picks at quarterback: 

Brodie Croyle, Alabama. He's the picture of composure on the field, 
reminding some of Brady. Having played for coach Mike Shula, Croyle was 
trained in Norv Turner's Cowboys system run by many NFL teams. Croyle 
has been criticized for his skinny frame and a lack of optimum arm 
strength, but he has a better arm than most think. He'll be a steal if he 
lasts until the middle rounds. 

Omar Jacobs, Bowling Green. He has all the physical attributes: size, 
a strong arm and excellent mobility. But his mechanics need work and 
he'll need to rely less on his legs and get better at reading coverages. Still, he 
is a playmaker and could be a guy who shoots up the board, much the way the 
Redskins’ Jason Campbell did last year. 

Charlie Whitehurst, Clemson. The son of a former NFL quarterback, Whitehurst is 
technically sound. But he had shoulder surgery in December and showed up for the Senior 
Bowl at less than 100 percent. Still, he displayed solid arm strength for a guy coming off 
surgery and impressed scouts with his poise. Someone will draft Whitehurst with an eye 
toward the future and let him sit and learn for a year or two. 


MISFITS FIT IN 


Traditionally, NFL ‘tweeners are given limited time to convert to a new position. Now 
teams are becoming more flexible and creative with “athletes,” giving them roles in which 
they can succeed. The Steelers, for example, use Antwaan Randle El, a college quarterback, 
as a passer, runner, receiver and return man. Some “athletes” in the 2006 draft: 

Michael Robinson, QB, Penn State. Though he eventually became the Nittany Lions’ 
starting quarterback, Robinson also played running back and receiver in college—and he 
showed potential as a kick returner at the Senior Bowl. 

Greg Blue, S, Georgia. Blue's lack of elite speed and limited coverage skills would make 
him a liability at safety in the NFL. At outside linebacker, his speed would be less of an 
issue and he could use his great hitting ability in the box. 

Garrett Mills, TE, Tulsa. Mills lacks the size and strength to be a two-way tight end in 
the NFL. At fullback, he could get a free release out of the backfield as a receiver and stay 
out of blocking situations in which he could be overpowered. 

Devin Hester, CB, Miami. Hester was used as a cornerback, receiver, running back and 
return man in college. Because of his size and speed combination, NFL teams are looking at 
him as a receiver. 

Brad Smith, QB, Missouri. Most scouts think Smith belongs at receiver, but he refused to 
make that switch going into the Combine. His great athletic ability will get him nowhere 
unless he is willing to become more flexible. 


Charlie 
Whitehurst 


IT'S HIP TO BE SMALL 


The NFL long has been a copycat league. The 46 defense, the 4-3 and the 3-4 have all 
come in and out of vogue over the years. When the cover 2 scheme became the rage, it led 
to an influx of smaller, faster linebackers. 

Now comes the notion that because Carolina's Steve Smith and Washington's Santana 
Moss had big seasons, teams need to find 5-9 wide receivers. Buyer beware: It takes a rare 
athlete to overcome a lack of height to excel. Miami's Sinorice Moss, the leading small 
receiver on most boards, doesn't measure up to his brother in the eyes of most scouts 
because he isn't as fast or as polished a receiver. 

Small receivers seem valuable these days because of the taller corners in today’s NFL, 
which was a response to the influx of standout big wide receivers in recent years. These 
bigger corners don't appear quick enough at times to handle the little guys. 

With the growing number of teams playing cover 2 in the secondary, corners are playing 
back and smaller receivers don't have to deal with the physical battle at the line as much. 
They can use their speed and quickness to find open areas quickly and gain yards after the 
catch. 

A receiver such as Smith will help any team, but most scouts still would prefer the next 
Chad Johnson. Just remember, the pendulum always swings back. 


» EXPECT THE BRONCOS 
TO GO FOR TWO 


As the only team with two first-round 


Sinorice 
Moss 
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ascribe to, the 22nd and 29th picks packaged together should be 

equal to the seventh pick, which will belong to the Raiders or 49ers. 

If the Broncos traded up to the No. 7 spot, who could they get? 

N.C. State defensive end Mario Williams most likely will be 
gone, and Boston College’s Mathias Kiwanuka wouldn't upgrade 


picks (22nd and 29th), the Broncos have 
options in Round 1. One thing to 
remember: They're a veteran team that 
came within one win of the Super 
Bowl, and their window of opportunity 
may be closing. So they should be in 
the market for a player, or players, who 
will make an immediate impact. 

The top priority is a dominant pass 
rusher. Denver's inability to pressure Ben 
Roethlisberger and shut down Pittsburgh's passing 


Darryl 
Tapp 


attack led to its downfall in the AFC championship game. The Broncos’ 


two other pressing needs are a playmaking wide receiver and a safety. 
According to the draft choice trade value chart most teams 


~ DRAFT CENTRAL 


What you need to know before the 71st NFL 
draft gets under way 


Where: Radio City Music Hall, New York. 

When: Rounds 1 through 3 will be held on Saturday, April 29, 
with the first pick being made shortly after noon ET and the last 
pick being made at approximately 10 p.m. Rounds 4 through 7 


their pass rush. The next best pure pass rushers are Penn 
State's Tamba Hali and Virginia Tech's Darryl Tapp, but both 
should be available at No. 22. So forget about Denver 
s trading up to get into the top 10. 
If the Broncos address the pass rusher at No. 22, they 

can add a talented wide receiver or safety at No. 29. If 
Florida receiver Chad Jackson were available, Denver would 
=” snatch him up. Or, they could take Sinorice Moss of Miami. If 

they opt for a safety, USC’s Darnell Bing and South Carolina's Ko 

Simpson should be on the board. 

The Broncos will try to fill one or more of these needs in the 
free-agent market, but will have difficulty getting a top-flight player 
under their salary cap. So despite the trade speculation, look for 
them to keep their two first-round picks. 


will be held on Sunday, April 30, beginning at 11 a.m. and ending 
at approximately 6 p.m. 

Time: In the first round, each team is allowed 15 minutes per 
selection. In the second round, each team has 10 minutes. Picks 
are made every five minutes in Rounds 3 through 7. 

Coverage: Go to warroom.sportingnews.com to follow our live 
draft board through all seven rounds. You'll get analysis of every 
pick, team-by-team grades and much more. 
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» CHARACTER MATTERS 


Examining the top prospects with off-field issues 
Teams will shy away from 

Marcus Vick, QB, Virginia Tech. He missed the 2004 season on a 
suspension and finally was kicked off the Hokies’ 
team in January. Because of Vick’s laundry list of 
run-ins with the law, few teams will be willing to 
take a chance on him, particularly in the early 
rounds, where a player with his talent normally 
would be taken. 

A.J. Nicholson, OLB, Florida State. The 
Seminoles’ leading tackler was arrested on a DUI 
charge in February 2005. In June, he was charged 
with resisting arrest after an incident at a bar, 
though that later was dropped. He then was suspended from the Orange 
Bowl after a woman accused him of sexual assault. Few teams can afford to 
waste a first-day pick on a player who finds this much trouble. 

Bernard Pollard, S, Purdue. Purdue coach Joe Tiller has pointed to 
Pollard’s inability to control his emotions. Tiller forbade him from talking to 
the media for a time last season and suspended Pollard for three days after a 
verbal confrontation during a practice in August. Pollard was a no-show at 
the year-end team meeting and banquet. Pollard has the potential to be a 
late Day 1 selection, but only a strong-willed veteran coach would be willing 
to take on a player with Pollard’s attitude. 

Teams will take a chance on 

Ernie Sims, OLB, Florida State. In July, Sims was arrested after a 
late-night argument with his girlfriend. However, the girlfriend did not press 
charges, and the charges of battery and resisting an officer without violence 
were dropped. Sims is considered a solid second-round talent with great 
speed. 

Dominique Byrd, TE, USC. Byrd 
struggled with his academics in college 
and suffered a broken jaw in a fight 
with a teammate. With 
a strong mentor/coach 
and some veteran 
guidance, Byrd can learn 
to make better decisions off 
the field. 

Winston Justice, OT, USC. 
Justice was suspended for the 
2004 season when he was 
accused of flashing a pellet gun at 
another student. But Justice had a good junior season and 
might be the top run-blocking tackle in this year's class. 

DeMario Minter, CB, Georgia. As a freshman, Minter 
was arrested on a misdemeanor drug charge. By all 
accounts, Minter has been a model citizen since and 
was a dominant force for the Bulldogs throughout his 
career. 
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FASTEST IN PADS 


These guys play the fastest in game conditions at their positions. 
Their 40 times are listed for reference but don't necessarily mean 
that each player runs the fastest 40 at his position. 


POS. PLAYER, SCHOOL 40 TIME 

as Reggie McNeal, Texas A&M it iF 
RB Jerious Norwood, Mississippi State 44q7EtS 
FB Garrett Mills, Tulsa 15 
WR _—s Todd Watkins, BYU 4.32 

TE Vernon Davis, Maryland 4.58 

oT Marcus McNeill, Auburn 496 
G Davin Joseph, Oklahoma Eh 
Cc Nick Mangold, Ohio State 4.96 

DE Stanley McClover, Auburn 4.56 

OT Dusty Dvoracek, Oklahoma 4.90 

1LB. Kai Parham, Virginia ASST 
OLB  —* Thomas Howard, UTEP Ags 
CB —sGerrick McPhearson, Maryland Qs 
NS) Donte Whitner, Ohio State BY Rt es 


WORKOUT WARRIORS 


Size, strength, and speed are of paramount importance when 
scouts evaluate prospects. Every year, several players test well in 
these categories, sometimes covering up a lack of football skills. 
These guys don't play as well as they test. 


PLAYER, POS., SCHOOL SCOUTING REPORT 


Manaia Brown, DT, BYU pageS8 
Devin Hester, CB, Miami page7S 
Adam Jennings, WR, Fresno State page32 
Stanley McClover, DE, Auburn pageS2 
Reggie McNeal, QB, Texas A&M — pagel4 
Gerrick McPhearson, CB, Maryland page 76 = 
DeMario Minter, CB, Georgia = page 74 
Jerious Norwood, RB, Mississippi State page 20 
Jonathan Orr, WR, Wisconsin page 30 
Chris Taylor, RB, Indiana - page 23 

Jerod Void, RB, Purdue page 23 

‘Leon Williams, OLB, Miami page 69 

Eric Winston, OT, Miami page3Q 
Rodrique Wright, DT, Texas page 57 =: 


DAY 2 JEWELS 


NFL scouts pride themselves on finding diamonds in the rough— 
players who lack certain measurables or are flagged for various 
negatives, including character, injuries, lack of intelligence and 
others. But on the field, these guys have the skills to get it done. 


Dusty Dvoracek, DT, Oklahoma pageSB 
Skyler Green, WR, LSU page28 
Roman Harper, S, Alabama page 83 ed) 
Cedric Humes, RB, Virginia Tech page 2] 


Johnny Jolly, OT, Texas A&M ri  pageso or { 


Taitusi Lutui, OT, USC page 40 pid 
DonTrell Moore, RB, New Mexico page 20 =H 
Donovan Raiola, C, Wisconsin page49 
Tony Scheffler, TE, Western Michigan page3? 
David Thomas, TE, Texas page36 
Charlie Whitehurst, QB, Clemson pagel4 
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versatility makes him 
the sear mismatch 
back—and an ideal 

match for the Texans 


By War Room scouts 
li the buzz about the top pick in the draft surrounds USC 
A running back Reggie Bush. But even in a year in which the 
pick appears to be clear-cut, the debate simmers. Will it 
be Bush, USC quarterback Matt Leinart, Virginia offensive tackle 
D'Brickashaw Ferguson or Texas quarterback Vince Young? Will 
the Texans keep the pick or trade it? 
Bush, Leinart and Ferguson are the elite players at the top 
of the draft. Leinart has the potential to be a great one. But 
new Texans coach Gary Kubiak believes he can do for 
quarterback David Carr what he did for Jake Plummer in 
Denver, so the Texans agreed to pay Carr $15 million over 
the next two seasons and will pass on Leinart and Young. 
The Texans love Ferguson and view him as a potential 
cornerstone for rebuilding their line. If the Texans are 
unsuccessful in getting a viable tackle in the free-agent market, 
they will consider Ferguson in the draft and will explore options 
to trade down and get him. 
Can Texans G.M. Charley Casserly, a savvy deal maker, swing a 


trade? Unless a fourth, and possibly fifth, franchise-caliber player 
emerges, there will be no trades at the top of this draft. The Saints 
want Leinart and will snatch him up at No. 2. The Titans, at No. 3, won't 
move and will pick one of the top three players. Tennessee offensive 
coordinator Norm Chow coached Leinart and Bush at USC, and the 
Titans’ staff coached Ferguson at the Senior Bowl, where he dominated 
the competition. 

So.it appears the only way the ee will move out of the No. 1 spot 
is if they are willing to risk not getting one of the big three. If Young, 
N.C. State defensive end Mario Williams or Ohio State linebacker 
A.J. Hawk, plus the trade sweeteners, are acceptable alternatives to the 
Texans, the Jets are potential trade partners at No. 4. But it's unlikely to 
happen—even if the Jets covet Bush—because they have many needs and 
the cost in quality and quantity of picks would be too great. 

It appears the only statement the Texans will make is whom they take 
with the No. 1 pick. And it will be .. . Bush. 

Bush is a dynamic, game- changing player who can work out of the 
backfield, line Up as a receiver and return punts and kicks. As a 
runner, he has been compared with LaDainian Tomlinson, 
Marshall Faulk and Gale Sayers for his speed and elusiveness. 
But Bush also has a physical side to his game. 

Bush's versatility makes him the perfect mismatch back, 
a coach's dream. Bush is young—he turned 21 in March— 
doesn't have a lot of miles on his legs and hasn't had to 

absorb a lot of hits because LenDale White handled 
the inside running game at USC. Domanick Davis 
already is in place to handle Houston's 
inside running, making him Bush's new 

Version of White. 

It's an ideal situation for 
Bush and the Texans. 
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First Round 


Pick Team Player, Pos., Team Comment 

1. Houston Reggie Bush, RB, USC’ Bush, the most versatile threat in years, will bring a new dimension to Houston. 

2. New Orleans Matt Leinart, QB, USC New coach Sean Payton wants a cerebral pocket passer, and Leinart is a proven winner. 

3. Tennessee D'Brickashaw Ferguson, OT, Virginia The Titans believe Ferguson is the cornerstone tackle to anchor the rebuilding of their line. 

4. New York Jets A.J. Hawk, OLB, Ohio State New coach Eric Mangini is a 3-4 disciple and needs a playmaking outside linebacker. 

5. Green Bay Mario Williams, DE, N.C. State* The Packers need a dominant end opposite Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila to play in an attacking scheme. 

6. Oakland** Chad Greenway, OLB, lowa The Raiders need playmaking outside linebackers, and Al Davis loves speed. Greenway fills both requirements. 
7. San Francisco** Jimmy Williams, CB, Virginia Tech Williams fills a dire need; the only significant player in the secondary is Ahmed Plummer. 

8. Buffalo Haloti Ngata, DT, Oregon” The Bills need a dominant run stuffer and inside penetrator to shore up their porous run defense. 

9, Detroit Michael Huff, S, Texas The versatile Huff is physical against the run and can cover a lot of ground. 

10. Arizona Vernon Davis, TE, Maryland” Davis is the best receiver in this draft. He has the speed to stretch the field. 

11. St. Louis Vince Young, QB, Texas New coach Scott Linehan oversaw the development of Daunte Culpepper and sees common traits in Young. 
12. Cleveland DeMeco Ryans, OLB, Alabama Outside linebacker is the key position in Romeo Crennel’s defense. Ryans can play the run and the pass. 
13. Baltimore LenDale White, RB, USC* White has the size/speed combination the Ravens need to re-establish their physical running game. 
14. Philadelphia Mathias Kiwanuka, DE, Boston College The Eagles need a two-way end opposite Jevon Kearse. Kiwanuka has size, speed and athleticism. 

15. Atlanta Tye Hill, CB, Clemson The Falcons need corners who can cover on an island. Hill has speed and press cover skills. 

16. Miami Jay Cutler, QB, Vanderbilt Nick Saban believes that with NFL coaching, Cutler has the talent to be a starter. 

17. Minnesota Laurence Maroney, RB, Minnesota’ Geographically, it will be a short hop from college to the NFL for Maroney. 

18. Dallas Santonio Holmes, WR, Ohio State* Holmes will give the Cowboys a playmaking deep threat who also can return kicks. 

19. San Diego Winston Justice, OT, USC* The Chargers fired their O-line coach, but it's their talent that needs an upgrade. 

20. Kansas City Chad Jackson, WR, Florida* Jackson can stretch the field, opening up running lanes for Larry Johnson and taking pressure off Tony Gonzalez. 
21. New England DeAngelo Williams, RB, Memphis Corey Dillon and Kevin Faulk are showing their wear, and Williams is a great value here. 

22. Denver*** Tamba Hali, DE, Penn State Hali is a productive pass rusher, and the Broncos need a pass rush to protect their secondary. 

23. Tampa Bay Marcus McNeill, OT, Auburn The Bucs need a right tackle to protect Chris Simms’ blind side. 

24. Cincinnati Nick Mangold, C, Ohio State Rich Braham is 35, and the Bengals need a leader to help protect Carson Palmer. 

25. New York Giants Ashton Youboty, CB, Ohio State* The Giants must upgrade their secondary, starting with corners. 

26. Chicago Max Jean-Gilles, G, Georgia The Bears need a road grader to pave the way for Thomas Jones and Cedric Benson. 

27. Carolina Leonard Pope, TE, Georgia* Kris Mangum gives the Panthers little as a receiver. Pope can become a two-way tight end. 

28. Jacksonville Thomas Howard, OLB, UTEP Jack Del Rio loves playmaking linebackers who can run. 

29. Denver Darnell Bing, S, USC’ Bing is a playmaker with range to cover up for strong safety John Lynch. 

30. Indianapolis D'Qwell Jackson, ILB, Maryland Jackson fits the mold of a Tony Dungy linebacker: undersized but physical and can run. 

31. Seattle Ko Simpson, S, South Carolina* Even if safety Marquand Manuel returns, Simpson would be an upgrade. 

32. Pittsburgh Rodrique Wright, DT, Texas Wright can play end or tackle in the Steelers’ 3-4 scheme, where the team’s linemen are aging. 


“Denotes underclassman **Order to be determined by coin flip ***From the Redskins 
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Second Round 


Pick Team Player, Pos., Team Comment 

33, Houston Orien Harris, DT, Miami Harris will be a penetrating force in the Texans’ new, attacking, 4-3 defense. 

34. New Orleans Bobby Carpenter, OLB, Ohio State The Saints have been looking for a playmaking linebacker for years. Carpenter is smart, fast and physical. 
35. New York Jets Gabe Watson, DT, Michigan To convert to a 3-4 scheme, the Jets need a massive nose tackle such as Watson who can occupy blockers. 
36. Green Bay Ernie Sims, OLB, Florida State* Sims has excellent range and would give the Packers another playmaker next to middle ‘backer Nick Barnett. 
37. San Francisco** Sinorice Moss, WR, Miami The Niners have a lot of needs, but a deep threat for quarterback Alex Smith is a priority. 

38. Oakland’* Claude Wroten, DT, LSU Wroten might climb even higher up the board. The comparisons to Warren Sapp are many. 

39. Tennessee Abdul Hodge, ILB, lowa A productive playmaker in college, Hodge will solidify the Titans’ interior defense. 

40. Detroit Darryl Tapp, DE, Virginia Tech New coach Rod Marinelli loves depth at end; Tapp can be a wave rusher while he develops. 

41. Arizona Anwar Phillips, CB, Penn State The Cardinals need to upgrade the starting spot opposite Antrel Rolle. Phillips is smart and physical. 

42. Buffalo Eric Winston, OT, Miami The Bills need a left tackle to protect the quarterback, whether it’s J.P. Losman or Kelly Holcomb. 

43. Cleveland Davin Joseph, G, Oklahoma Guards Cosey Coleman and Joe Andruzzi have 15 seasons between them. It's time to bring in some young blood. 
44, Baltimore Antonio Cromartie, CB, Florida State’ If Cromartie is healthy, this will be a steal for the Ravens. 

45. Philadelphia Brodrick Bunkley, OT, Florida State Bunkley is an attacking, one-gap type tackle who can rush the passer and stuff the run. 

46. St. Louis Marcedes Lewis, TE, UCLA The Rams will add diversity to their passing game, starting with the tight end in the deep middle. 

47. Atlanta Kamerion Wimbley, DE, Florida State  Wimbley will contribute as a wave rusher behind Patrick Kerney and Brady Smith. 

48. Minnesota Anthony Fasano, TE, Notre Dame* New coach Brad Childress relied heavily on tight ends in Philadelphia. Fasano brings a blue-collar attitude. 
49. Dallas Donte Whitner, S, Ohio State” Whitner has great speed and range. He will free up Roy Williams to play closer to the line. 

50. San Diego Johnathan Joseph, CB, South Carolina" The Chargers need to upgrade their talent and depth in the secondary. Joseph has good size and excellent speed. 
51. Miami Alan Zemaitis, CB, Penn State It's almost time for Sam Madison to move on. Zemiaitis is sound, tough and smart with solid ball skills. 

52. New England Manny Lawson, DE, N.C. State Lawson will be a stand-up pass rusher in the 3-4. 

53. Washington Ray Edwards, DE, Purdue” Edwards is versatile, with the size and speed to fit in a 4-3 or 3-4 defense. 

54. Kansas City DeMario Minter, CB, Georgia Patrick Surtain is a ballhawk, but Eric Warfield is unreliable. Minter has size, speed and experience. 

55. Cincinnati Jonathan Lewis, DT, Virginia Tech The Bengals need a complementary player on the interior to collapse the pocket. 

56. New York Giants Pat Watkins, S, Florida State The Giants like Gibril Wilson, but Brent Alexander has played 12 seasons and is showing his age. 

57. Chicago Derek Hagan, WR, Arizona State Hagan is a polished and productive receiver who can take pressure off Muhsin Muhammad. 

58. Carolina Joseph Addai, RB, LSU Addai has the size, speed and instincts to carry the running game. 

59, Tampa Bay Richard Marshall, CB, Fresno State" = The Bucs must start thinking about the future by adding talent behind their aging corners. 

60. Jacksonville Stanley McClover, DE, Auburn* McClover is the edge rusher the Jaguars need to complement their stud tackles. 

61. Denver Jason Avant, WR, Michigan With Rod Smith aging and Ashley Lelie inconsistent, the Broncos address a need. 

62. Indianapolis Brian Calhoun, RB, Wisconsin* The Colts prepare for the eventual loss of Edgerrin James. 

63. Seattle Elvis Dumervil, DE, Louisville Dumervil can contribute right away as a wave rusher behind Grant Wistrom and Bryce Fisher. 

64. Pittsburgh Greg Lee, WR, Pitt* Lee is a polished receiver who is climbing the boards. 
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QUARTERBACKS 


SC’s Matt Leinart and Texas’ 
Vince Young have many people 
talking about two quarterbacks 
being drafted in the top five overall, and 
some people think Vanderbilt's Jay Cutler 
should be a top 10 pick. One thing is 
certain: All three will be off the board by 
the middle of the first round. 

Leinart is a proven winner with great 
experience playing in the Trojans’ pro-style 
offense. He has the skills, arm strength 
and leadership qualities to start as a rook- 
ie and become the cornerstone a franchise 
can build around. Young has tremendous 
upside but is raw and needs time to devel- 
op. Cutler's stock soared at the Senior 
Bowl, but he can be inconsistent, and 
his mechanics need work. 

There is a significant drop-off 
after the Big Three, which 
points to a lack of depth in 
the class. Bowling Green jun- 
ior Omar Jacobs and 
Alabama's Brodie Croyle both 
might be selected on the first 
day. Some scouts question 
whether Jacobs should have 
stayed in school to gain another 
year of experience. Croyle, though physi- 
cally talented and a strong leader, fought 
injuries throughout college. 

Clemson's Charlie Whitehurst might be 
the fastest riser. He has the physical tools, 
but his workout won't come until just before 
the draft, when he expects to be recovered 
fully from shoulder surgery. He helped him- 
self with a solid showing at the Senior Bowl. 
“Denotes underclassman 


i Requirements 


Fase i Ht. 40 
__NFL optimum 6-3 225 4.60 
NFL minimum 6-0 195 5.00 
aaa Caesar ste SaaS | 
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The transition continues from the big, immobile \ 
dropback passer to the player who can buy extra 
time with his athletic ability. But quarterbacks 
still must have the arm strength to throw the 
deep bal! with velocity, the ability to throw to the 
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How QUARTERBACKS are graded Arm strength: Velocity, tight spiral, zip on deep out. Set-up quicks: Feet, smoothness of drop, 


sideline, the intelligence to recognize and exploit body position. Accuracy: Long and short, catchable ball, forces ball. Field vision: Locates second receiver, sees the whole field. Running ability: 

complex coverages and blitz schemes, and the Threat, avoids rush, quick feet. Delivery: Quick release, high or low, mechanics. Ball handling: Good fakes, freezes linebackers. Leadership: Poise 

touch to get the ball between zones. Strong under pressure, moves the team. : 

isaderenioeadcharacter Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bow! player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
\ BEC eer Rnarenalse seh e fe: PrenNUMs: 5,9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4,5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—-Priority free agent 
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1. Matt Leinart, USC 

6-4'% 224 4.90 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Eli Manning, Giants 
Arm strength: Has the ideal height and frame and 
makes all the necessary throws. Drives the ball 
downfield. Uses his long arms and big hands well. 
Had elbow surgery for tendinitis but is back to 
putting more zip on the ball and delivering passes 
into tight spots. Grade: 8.3 

Accuracy/delivery: Shows great accuracy and 
touch. Hits receivers in stride and away from 
defenders, but a long, lefthand- 
ed throwing motion might allow 
NFL defensive backs to jump his 
passes. Has a high release point 
that receivers love. Never gets a 
pass batted down. Sets up 
quickly and shows solid foot- 
work, Grade: 8.9 

Field vision: Has the height to 
see easily over his offensive 
line. Reads defenses well and 
finds open receivers quickly. 
Reads coverages better than 
several current NFL quarter- 
backs. Grade: 8.9 

Running ability: Has adequate straight-line speed 
but below-average mobility. Isn't a running threat; 
struggles against pressure when flushed to the 
right. Has improved his ability to sidestep the 
rush and keep plays alive. Grade: 8.5 
Intangibles: Is a tremendous leader whom team- 
mates trust. Is poised and confident under pres- 
sure; doesn't get rattled easily. Is a tough com- 
petitor and a proven winner. Has a great attitude 
and passion for the game. Grade: 8.9 

Bottom line: Leinart should be the first quarter- 
back drafted, and he could be the first pick overall. 
He isn't as gifted athletically as Vince Young but is 
a better pro prospect because he has greater 
strengths and skills overall. Leinart excelled in an 
NFL style offense at USC. FINAL GRADE: 8.8 


Ist round 


My breakthrough 
moment as a college 


The biggest challenge about 
making the transition to the NFL 


2. Vince Young, Texas* 

6-5 230 4.50 

NFL comparison: Jake Plummer, Broncos 
Arm strength: Is big, strong and built like a rock 
but shows only an adequate arm. Still can make 
most of the necessary NFL throws and push the 
ball downfield. Puts zip on his passes. Grade: 8.6 
Accuracy/delivery: Has improved as a passer but 
remains raw. Shows accuracy and timing, Must 
develop better mechanics and release point. His 
sidearm delivery might lead to passes being bat- 
ted down in the NFL. 
Sometimes throws off his back 
foot, which allows passes to 
float. Grade: 8.6 

Field vision: Has the size to 
see the field well but must 
make better decisions in cer- 
tain situations. Struggles to 
read coverages. Must become 
more patient, stand in the 
pocket and give receivers 
time to get open. Sometimes 
tries to do too much. Shows 
great vision as an open-field 
runner. Grade: 8.6 

Running ability: ls a remarkable athlete with out- 
standing speed and mobility. Is always a threat to 
run. Excels at avoiding rushes and breaking con- 
tainment with great quickness and the strength to 
break would-be tackles. Is elusive and has the 
speed to outrun defensive backs. Grade: 8.9 
Intangibles: Is tough, fearless and cool under 
pressure. Has a presence about him; has proved 
he can carry a team. Needs to improve his deci- 
sion making and show he can run an NFL style 
offense. Grade: 8.8 

Bottom line: Young steadily has improved his 
game and offers great versatility and potential. 
He still has a long way to go as a passer, but his 
Rose Bowl performance made a big impression. 
FINAL GRADE: 8.6 


Ist round 


personality as: Off the field, |'m 
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3, Jay Cutler, Vanderbilt 


6-24 223 4.80 

NFL comparison: Brett Favre, Packers 
Arm strength: Has nice size and strength and a 
strong arm. Makes every NFL throw. Shows zip on 
deep outs and delivers passes into tight spots. 
Throws a nice deep ball; also can throw across his 
body while on the move. But overconfidence some- 
times leads to trouble. Grade: 8.2 
Accuracy/delivery: Shows accuracy and timing. 
Can thread the needle, dropping the ball between 
defenders. Needs better mechanics, a quicker 
release and a more consistent release point. 
Sometimes throws off his back foot, causing pass- 
es to sail, Grade: 8.1 

Field vision: |s smart. Sees the field well. Makes 
sound progression reads and checks down. Has a 
solid feel for the game and is patient in the pock- 
et. Also has great vision as an open-field runner. 
Grade: 8.3 

Running ability: Is a great athlete but footwork 
needs work. Shows pocket awareness and quick- 
ness. Can buy extra time with his feet. Doesn't shy 
from tucking the ball and taking off. Changes 
direction well. Grinds out tough yardage; has a 
nose for the first-down marker. Grade: 8.4 
Intangibles: Is a great competitor; plays hard all 
the time. Shows the leadership to win the respect 
of teammates and motivate those around him, 
Shows passion for the game; finds ways to win. 
Grade: 8.6 

Bottom line: Cutler considered entering the '05 
draft but wisely decided to stay in school. He 
played with great emotion as a senior and showed 
he could make NFL-caliber plays. His stock soared, 
although there might be concern about the physi- 
cal pounding he has taken. FINAL GRADE: 8.3 


4, Omar Jacobs, Bowling Green* 
6-4 224 4.55 

NFL comparison: Aaron Brooks, Saints 
Strengths: |s an outstanding athlete; is strong 


Ist round 


2nd round 


)}2-AAINUTE DRILL with Drew Olson 


an O-lineman's back or something. 
\'m not flashy. 


player was: | think back to 
my first start as a freshman, at 


Washington. We beat them in a pret- 


ty hostile environment. That was 
pretty significant to me realizing | 
could play at this level. 

My opponents would say the best 
thing | do is: They would probably 
talk about how accurate | am. 

The part of my game that will need 
the most work in the NFL is: They 
say | don't have a good enough arm. | 
disagree with that—strongly. | don't 
know if it was our offense because we 
didn't throw the ball 30 times down 
the field every game. We had more of 
an intermediate passing game. 


pretty laid-back and easy-going. I'm 
friendly and like to be around 
people. I'm pretty intense 


will be: The informa- 
tion you take in 


and the speed on the field. 

of the game The NFL player | am 
will be dif- most like is: | think 
ferent. I'ma mix between 
My Jake Plummer and 
college Brett Favre. | like 
stats fail the way Jake plays 
to say this the game. He 
about me: | throws on the run 


think you can 
see that each 
year, | have gotten 
better. | haven't hit my 

peak yet or even gotten close. 
My friends would describe my 


and is pretty quick. | 
also like Favre. He's out 
there smiling, having a good 


time. 
When | score my first NFL 
touchdown, | will: Probably jump on 


> TSN's year-round draft analysis: warroam.sportingnews.cam 


The first thing I'll buy after | sign 
my first contract is: A Chevy Tahoe. 
A black and navy blue one. I'm a fan 
of darker colors. I'll give my silver 
Jeep Grand Cherokee to my parents, 
and I'll upgrade. 

The kind of offense I'll fit best in is: 
A West Coast system, which is what | 
ran in college. It's a controlled sys- 
tem with intermediate to longer 
passes. It’s a rhythm offense, and 
that's the kind of quarterback | am. 
My knee injury shouldn't be a 
concern because: You could just look 
at the year | just had. There's no rea- 
son to have fear of that. I've worked 
hard to get better. 
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and has big hands. Has the arm strength to make 
all the necessary throws. Shows good zip on out 
routes and can deliver the ball into tight spots. 
Shows great accuracy and touch. Leads receivers 
well; hits them in stride and puts them in position 
for yards after the catch, Has terrific speed and 
runs well in the open field. Shows fine footwork 
and gets set quickly. Has nice pocket awareness; 
can sidestep traffic and escape pass rushers. 
Makes sound decisions. 

Weaknesses: Is raw; his mechanics need work. 
Sometimes takes off and runs too early. Looks more 
comfortable throwing from outside the pocket than 
inside the pocket; lacks consistency on deep throws. 
Needs to improve his field vision and the ability to 
read defenses and go through progressions. 

Bottom line: Jacobs is a dual threat who has the 
size, arm strength and mobility to become an NFL 
starter. He must work to develop his overall game 
but has the skills and intangibles to be a second- 
round pick. FINAL GRADE: 7.2 


5. Brodie Croyle, Alabama 

6-2% 200 4.90 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Matt Hasselbeck, Seahawks 
Strengths: |s a true pocket passer. Shows a strong 
arm and nice touch. Makes all the NFL throws. Can 
stretch the field vertically and fit passes into tight 
spaces. Puts outstanding zip on deep outs. Reads 
defenses well and shows a quick release. Shows a 
fast throwing motion to minimize turnovers. Leads 
receivers well on intermediate and downfield 
routes. Makes sound decisions. 

Weaknesses: Development was slowed because of 
injuries in '03 and ‘04. Has below-average NFL 


Strongest arm 

Brodie Croyle, Alabama 

Puts outstanding velocity on every 
throw but needs to take a little off 
underneath. 


Quickest release 

Bruce Gradkowski, Toledo 

Drops and sets quickly and has a 
quick, high release point with a lot 
of zip. 

Best in the clutch 

Matt Leinart, USC 


Won 34 straight games and two of 
three starts in BCS bowls. If that’s not 
enough, just ask Notre Dame fans 
who they'd vote for. 


Most dangerous runner 
Vince Young, Texas 

ls remarkably athletic, breaks tackles, 
has outstanding speed and seems 
almost impossible to bring down. 


Most battle-tested 

Matt Leinart, USC 

Consistently performs at the highest 
level in pressure games. 
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size. Must get bigger, stronger and faster. Is no 
threat to run. Must improve his pocket awareness 
and ability to sidestep pressure. Must improve 
accuracy on shorter routes. Sometimes throws too 
hard on shallow crossing routes. 

Bottom line: Croyle has great leadership skills and 
potential, and he could have a productive career in 
the NFL—if he avoids injuries. He does enough 
things well and has the upside to warrant a Day 1 
pick. FINAL GRADE: 6.9 


6. Charlie Whitehurst, Clemson 

6-4'/ 216 4.95 4th round 
Strengths: Easily spots receivers in open passing 
windows. Has a high release point and the arm 
strength to make every throw. !s efficient when 
rolling left or right. Shows touch and precision on 
underneath routes. Sells the run well on play- 
action fakes. 

Weaknesses: Is inconsistent. Tends to be reckless 
and overconfident with passes. Doesn't make sound 
decisions when blitzed. Holds the ball too long on 
downfield timing routes. Isn't a threat to run. Had 
arthroscopic surgery on his throwing shoulder in 
December and still is rebuilding arm strength. 
Bottom line: Whitehurst has the physical tools 
but must make better decisions to play in the 
NFL. Expect him to be impressive in workouts; 
he could jump as high as the second round. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


7. Reggie McNeal, Texas A&M 

6-2 202 4.32 4th round 
NFL comparison: Seneca Wallace, Seahawks 
Strengths: Is the most athletic quarterback in the 


'06 class. Is a big-time running threat. Shows rare 
speed, acceleration and agility. Drops back quick- 
ly; is difficult to contain in the pocket. Makes 
plays while throwing on the run and excels at 
keeping plays alive. Has the arm strength to make 
all the throws. 

Weaknesses: Has absorbed many hits as a runner 
and must add bulk to hold up in the NFL. Takes off 
too quickly; must be more patient and learn to 
trust receivers. Reads defenses too slowly and 
shows limited vision. Must improve mechanics. 
Has trouble finding open passing windows and hit- 
ting receivers in stride. Must develop better accu- 
racy. Gets too many passes batted down. 

Bottom line: McNeal relies on his athleticism too 
much. He showed improvement as a decision 
maker and passer in ‘05 but still has a long way to 
go. Expect a team to draft him early on Day 2. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.5 


8. Erik Meyer, Eastern Washington 

6-1'% 215 5,02 5th round 
Strengths: Shows the footwork and speed to buy 
second chances. Gets zip on deep out routes. 
Shows accuracy, touch and timing. Consistently 
hits receivers in stride on underneath routes. 
Finds hot receivers against the blitz. 

Weaknesses: Struggles with reading coverage; has 
trouble finding throwing windows from the pocket. 
Hasn't faced much elite competition. Must be 
more patient with sitting in the pocket. Isn't much 
of a running threat but tends to tuck the ball and 
run too soon. 

Bottom line: Meyer was productive in college, but 
he lacks ideal size for an NFL quarterback. He has 
potential because of his strong arm, 
quickness and leadership skills. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


9. D.J. Shockley, Georgia 

6-0°/ 205 4.86 5th round 
Strengths: Has a strong enough arm 
to hit deep targets and throws well on 
the run, Is quick; shows nifty footwork 
and outstanding body control. Speed 
makes him a threat to run on every 
down. Changes direction and breaks 
would-be tackles like a running back. 
Weaknesses: Is undersized; struggles 
to find passing windows. Needs to 
improve his mechanics. Must get better 
at reading coverage, recognizing blitzes 
and finding receivers quickly. Lacks 
touch on underneath routes. Has minor 
durability concerns. 

Bottom line: Shockley is raw as a quar- 
terback but is so gifted athletically 
that he could be tried at wide receiver 
or running back or drafted as a return 
specialist. FINAL GRADE: 5.2 


10. Drew Olson, UCLA 

6-3 217 4.90 5th round 
Strengths: Has a strong arm and 
sound mechanics; is accurate on 
downfield and underneath routes. 
Throws catchable balls and has a feel 
for leading receivers. Has become 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


more consistent and better at reading defenses. 
Is a leader with great intangibles. 

Weaknesses: Lacks speed and mobility. Tends to 
stand in the pocket too long. Lacks the elusive- 
ness to avoid hits. Isn't a running threat. Had 
major knee surgery last January. 

Bottom line: Olson had a healthy, productive sen- 
ior season despite tearing the ACL and MCL in his 
knee in a bowl game in January ‘OS. He is steady 
and can make every NFL throw. He could move up 
as high as the third round with solid predraft 
workouts and interviews. FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


Il. Bruce Gradkowski, Toledo 

6-1 220 4.50 6th round 
Strengths: Shows great competitiveness and lead- 
ership skills. Throws quickly and with a high 
release point. Works short routes well, which 
allows receivers to make plays after the catch. Has 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


On the rise 

Jay Cutler, Vanderbilt 

Has great intangibles and has shown the 
necessary skills. Is now getting the 
attention he deserves. 


On the decline 

Reggie McNeal, Texas A&M 

Has relied heavily on his athleticism and 
has not refined his skills as a passer. Size 
also is a concern. 

Sleeper 

Kellen Clemens, Oregon 

Is undersized but is smooth and athletic. 


Has the work ethic and leadership skills 
needed for the position. 


Unrealized potential 

Charlie Whitehurst, Clemson 

Has prototypical size, arm strength and all 
the tools but makes poor decisions and is 
inconsistent. 


On the move 

Michael Robinson, Penn State; Brad Smith, 
Missouri 

Neither has the complete package to play 
quarterback in the NFL but could thrive in 
other roles. Both are evaluated as wide 
receivers. 


the mobility and elusiveness to create extra time. 
Weaknesses: Has a history of hand and shoulder 
problems. Gets too many passes batted down. Is 
inconsistent on downfield passes and struggles to 
stretch the field. Could struggle to adjust to the 
NFLs speed and complex coverages. 

Bottom line: Gradkowski posted impressive num- 
bers in Toledo's spread scheme, but his lack of 
experience lining up under center hurts his draft 
stock. FINAL GRADE: 4.9 


12. Kellen Clemens, Oregon 

6-1% 219 4.86 6th round 
Strengths: Shows a quick and high release point. 
Is accurate on short and intermediate routes. 
Displays touch, timing and precision on under- 
neath routes. Gives receivers a chance to run after 
the catch. Is a leader and solid athlete. 
Weaknesses: Must improve his touch and timing 


ABOUT WAR ROOM SCOUTS 


Football scouts attend games and practices, watch players on film and write 
reports on what they observe. It is in this manner that NFL teams determine 
which players to draft, sign as free agents and acquire in trades. The scouting 
process is at the core of NFL roster management. None of the league's 32 
scouting departments works for the Srorrinc News, but we have the next-best 


thing: War Room scouts. 


War Room scouts have worked at every level of college and pro football, 
from on-field coaching to NFL front-office management, and collectively 
account for more than 191 years of college and pro experience. They do 
everything their NFL counterparts do, but instead of internalizing this 
information, they write it for the general public. War Room scouts are 


> TSN's football library: sportingnews.com/books/football 
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on downfield passes. Lacks the arm strength to 
throw deep out routes and to fit passes into tight 
coverage. Doesn't consistently make plays. Broken 
left leg in October ‘0S ended his season. 

Bottom line: Clemens shows the ability to create 
plays, but his game needs work. Potential will get 
him drafted late on Day 2. FINAL GRADE: 4,7 


13. Darrell Hackney, UAB 

5-117 240 4.90 6th round 
Strengths: Shows nice footwork. Drops back quickly, 
shows pocket presence and buys time with his feet. 
Has a big, powerful arm to make downfield throws. 
Can fit passes into tight windows; shows nice touch 
and timing. Is a playmaker who gets better with 
confidence. Shows great leadership skills. 
Weaknesses: Hasn't faced much elite competition. 
Struggles to see over linemen and misses too 
many open receivers. Durability is a concern. 
Bottom line: Hackney must become more accurate 
to play in the NFL. Scouts like his potential, but 
his lack of height likely will keep him on the board 
until the middle of Day 2. FINAL GRADE: 4.5 


14. Travis Lulay, Montana State 

6-2 206 4.79 7th round 
Strengths: Shows zip on deep-out routes and nice 
touch on underneath routes. Throws well from the 
pocket and on the run. Makes solid decisions. Has 
the speed and quickness to run effectively. 
Weaknesses: Must improve his release point. 
Must be more patient with his reads and stay in 
the pocket longer. His improvisational style might 
not work in the NFL. 

Bottom line: Lulay is a competitor and leader but 
must improve his technique. He lacks size but has 
the upside to be a late pick. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


15, Paul Pinegar, Fresno State 

6-45 235 5.01 7th round 
Strengths: Has ideal size and can see over linemen, 
Consistently sells play-action fakes to freeze line- 
backers. Displays nice touch and timing on under- 
neath routes. Is smart and can motivate his team. 
Weaknesses: Is injury prone; missed significant 
time in ‘03 with a torn chest muscle. Has a long, 
slow throwing motion; gives defensive backs time 
to jump routes. Struggles to fit passes into tight 
windows. Is no threat to run. 

Bottom line: Pinegar is coachable and has nice 
upside, but he must work on his arm strength and 
refine his mechanics. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


dedicated to serving the hard-core football fan with thoughtful, in-depth 
analysis of NFL and college players, coaches and teams. 

War Room scouts break down film of every NFL game, college games and 
individual footage of college prospects, and they attend training camps and 
games in person. This thorough evaluation makes possible the detailed 


analysis you find in War Room scouting reports on draft prospects, NFL 


veterans, game matchups and much more. 

War Room scouts provide exclusive content for Sportinc News’ weekly 
magazine, yearbooks, website (sportingnews.com), Fantasy Source website 
(fantasygames.sportingnews.com) and Sporting News Radio 
(radio.sportingnews.com). 
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.°) 2-MAINUTE DRILL with Charlie Whitehurst 


My breakthrough moment as a college player was: My first 
start, at Duke (in 2002). | threw for like 400 yards (420) and four 
touchdowns. | didn't expect it. | didn't know how 

good | was. 
My opponents would say the best thing I do is: | think 
they know I'm a competitor. I've been told that a 
couple times after games—win or lose. Guys respect 
that. They know they're in for a fight. 
The part of my game that will need the most work 
in the NFL is: | don't think | have a weakness. But | 
think you need to polish every aspect. 
The biggest challenge about making the transition 


Brady's. | like to sit back there, and | think I'm pretty cool in the pocket. 
My friends would describe my personality as: Laid-back. But on the field, | 
can be pretty aggressive. 
Having a father (David) who played quarterback in the NFL helped 
because: | was exposed to some coaching that other people just 
weren't. He knew what he was talking about. But he tells me the 
game has changed so much. It's about money now. Everyone is 
just trying to make as much money as they can, and be ready for 
that. 
When | score my first NFL touchdown, | will: | won't know what 
to do. | hope someone is around me to give me a big hug. If I'm 
by myself, I'm gonna look like a fool. 


to the NFL will be: The mental burden put on the 


quarterback is going to be something a college quarter- 


back hasn't experienced. 


The NFL player I'm most like is: | think my style is a lot like Tom 


16. Bruce Eugene, Grambling State 

6-0% 263 5.18 7th round 
Strengths: Has the arm to make most NFL throws. 
Is accurate, leads receivers well and hits them in 
stride. Is not afraid to step up in the pocket and 
take a hit to deliver the pass. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal height; will struggle to 
see over linemen and find throwing windows. Is 
overweight; must improve his level of fitness. 
Must improve his passing mechanics and become 
more consistent. 

Bottom line: Eugene is a project who should be a 
late pick or latch on as a free agent. FINAL 
GRADE: 4.0 


17. Brett Basanez, Northwestern 

6-1 209 4.66 7th round 
Strengths: Shows athleticism and outstanding 
competitive fire. Has plenty of experience and has 
improved consistently. Shows touch and timing on 


passes. Is smart and shows poise in the pocket. 
Throws well on the run and shows the footwork to 
buy extra time. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the height, size and arm 
strength to be an NFL starter. Sometimes strug- 
gles with accuracy. Makes inconsistent decisions. 
Has durability concerns. 

Bottom line: Basanez is coming off a terrific sen- 
ior season and has the potential to become a 
decent backup. FINAL GRADE; 4.0 


18. Kent Smith, Central Michigan 

6-4’ 214 4,50 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is elusive and rarely gets sacked. Is a 
strong runner with speed, vision and agility. Has a 
quick release. Shows touch and timing on short 
routes, which gives receivers chances to run after 
catches. 

Weaknesses: Locks on to primary receivers too soon 
and leads them into traffic. Lacks the velocity to com- 
plete perimeter passes or fit passes into tight windows. 


Scouts shouldn't be alarmed by the 17 interceptions | threw in 
2004 because: We werent a good team offensively. We were struggling 
to score points, and | started taking chances. It didn’t work out. | made 
some bad decisions trying to make big plays. It looked bad for me. 


Bottom line: Smith must develop a stronger 
arm and become more efficient on intermediate 
and downfield routes to make an NFL roster. 

He might sneak into the seventh round. FINAL 
GRADE: 3.9 


19. Josh Betts, Miami (Ohio) 

6-174 215 4.87 Priority free agent 
Strengths: ls a pocket passer who shows a quick 
release and the arm strength to complete tough 
passes. Shows improved timing and touch. Is 
accurate when throwing on the run. Shows leader- 
ship skills. 

Weaknesses: Lacks experience. Struggles with 
pre-snap reads and recognizing coverages. Tends 
to panic under pressure and force passes into cov- 
erage. Is no threat to run. 

Bottom line: Betts improved with every start as 
a senior but still must refine his skills. His lack 
of athleticism likely will keep him from being 
drafted. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


WAR ROOM SCOUTS’ GRADING SYSTEM 


9.0-8.5 Franchise player 


Demonstrates rare abilities and can create mismatches that 
have an obvious impact on the game. Is a premier college 
player who has all of the skills to take over a game and play at 
a championship level. Rates among the top two players in the 
nation at his position and is considered a top 10, first-round 
draft prospect. 


8.4-8.0 Potential Pro Bowl player 

Has the ability to create mismatches vs. most opponents in the 
NFL. A featured player who has an impact on the outcome of 
the game. Cannot be shut down by a single player and plays on 
a consistent level each week, Rates among the top three at his 
position and is considered a solid first-round draft prospect. 


7.9-7.0 Early impact player 

Standout at the college level who is close to being an elite 
player and should start as a rookie. Has no glaring weaknesses 
and usually wins his individual matchup but does not dominate 
in every game, especially when going against the top players in 
the league. Usually rates among the top five players at his posi- 
tion and is considered a second-round draft prospect. 
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6.9-6.0 Early contributor 


Outstanding athlete with the potential to develop into a 
rookie starter. Has the physical tools to play the position but 
lacks some experience or polish and may need development 
time before he can start as a rookie. Should start on special 
teams and might factor in on sub-packages. Usually ranks in 
the top third of players at his position and is considered a 
third-round draft prospect. 


5.9-5.5 Eventual starter 


Gives a solid effort every week and has enough traits to 
develop but still has weaknesses that will be exposed 
against top competition. Usually lacks something from his 
game that keeps him from being considered a Day 1 pick but 
still has special traits. For example, he has the size and skills 
to be an outstanding prospect but lacks ideal speed. Usually 
rates in the top half of the players at his position and is con- 
sidered a fourth-round pick. 


5.4-4.5 Quality backup 


Usually plays at a high level in college but lacks some mea- 
surables or skills to play at that same level in the NFL. He 


might have a lot of developmental qualities and might con- 
tribute right away on special teams or in a situational capac- 
ity. Usually rates in the second third of players at his posi- 
tion and is considered a fifth- or sixth-round draft choice. 


4.4-4.0 Chance to make roster 

Has one or more skills sought by NFL teams but lacks 
the full package in terms of NFL talent. Teams often take 
chances on a player who has character issues or a devel- 
opmental-type athlete who falls into this grade range. 
Often, this is a player who comes from a smaller school 
or did not stand out at the college level. NFL teams are 
looking for diamonds in the rough with this type of 
prospect. He usually rates among the bottom third of 
players at his position and is considered a seventh- 
round draft choice or an undrafted free agent. 


3.9-3.6 Priority free agent 


Lacks enough special traits to warrant a draftable grade 
but is a good player with the necessary measurables and 
enough skills to compete in training camp. A long shot to 
make a roster; might win a practice squad spot. 
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ny discussion about this posi- 
tion begins with Reggie Bush 
and a junior class that should 


produce four of the first six picks at run- 
ning back. Many expect Bush to be the 
No. 1 pick overall. A dangerous runner, 
receiver and return man, he lacks proto- 
typical size for an NFL back, but his 
versatility should define the offen- 

sive system of the team that 

drafts him. 

Three other running backs 
figure to join Bush in Round 1: 
Minnesota's Laurence Maroney “a 
and USC's LenDale White, both ZN 
juniors, and Memphis’ DeAngelo “Sp 
Williams. Wp 

Maroney thrived in the Gophers’ 
zone-blocking scheme, which is similar 
to the system teams such as the 
Broncos and Redskins utilize. White has 
tremendous size and is a punishing 
runner. If he posts fast times in work- 
outs, he could be the second running 
back taken. Williams grades out as a 
first-rounder, but his lack of size might 
cause him to slip to the latter stages of 
Round 1. He could make an immediate 
impact as a change of pace back. 

LSU's Joseph Addai, Wisconsin's Brian 
Calhoun, Florida State's Leon Washington 
and South Florida's Andre Hall all lack 
ideal size but have the speed and versatili- 
ty to contribute right away. 

Mississippi State's Jerious Norwood is 
the fastest of the bunch and is making a 
move up some draft boards. 

“Denotes underclassman 


HES 


NFL optimum 6-1 225 4.40 
NFL minimum 5-8 185 4.60 


_ Premier running backs must contribute in all 

~ aspects of the game. The back must have vision 
to find the hole, patience to allow blocks to 
develop and explosiveness to and through the 


hale. He must have reliable hands, run sharp pass 
toutes and pick up the blitzing linebacker. Teams 
want a back who is an effective runner between 

~ the tackles and creates mismatches in the 
passing game. 
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1. Reggie Bush, USC* 

6-0 200 4.42 (40 time) 

NFL comparison; Marshall Faulk, Rams 
Inside running: Lacks the bulk to move the pile 
but is effective running between the tackles. Uses 
great body control, quickness, elite speed and 
superior vision to recognize the hole and burst 
through the smallest crease. Grade: 8.4 


Ist round 


Se ty oth. ae 
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Outside running: Is a home run threat every time 
he touches the ball. Is elusive and will bounce 
outside or hit the cutback lane as soon as he 
reaches the second level. Can shake linebackers or 
bounce off tacklers who don't get squared up on 
him. Has the speed to outrun most defensive 
backs. Grade: 8.9 

Blocking: Has limited experience in pass protec- 
tion. Shows adequate awareness against the blitz 


How RUNNING BACKS are graded Inside: Quick to the hole, vision, cuts. Outside: Speed to the corner, makes cuts, threat. 
Elusiveness: Avoids tackles, change of direction, moves, vision, Power: Balance, breaks tackles, short-yardage strength, falls forward. Blocker: 
Willing, pass protection, run blocking. Hands/pass routes: Catches the ball out of the backfield, tendency to fumble. Durability: Takes a hit, 
toughness, stays in the game. Running style: Slasher, darter, power, second gear. 

Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bow! player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


but must show better technique to get set and 
deliver a pop on the blitzer. Must improve leverage 
when taking on defensive linemen. Grade: 7.9 
Hands/routes: Is the best receiver in the running 
back class. Gets open quickly, catches passes at 
full speed and is a dangerous runner after the 
catch. Is dangerous out of the slot or on the out- 
side, and can run all the NFL routes. Creates mis- 
matches out of the backfield against linebackers. 
Grade: 9.0 

Durability: Lack of ideal size and a shoulder injury 
that required arthroscopic surgery his sophomore 
season raise concerns about whether he can be an 
every-down back, Never had to carry the load in 
college. Grade: 8,0 

Bottom line: Bush is the best athlete and most 
dangerous weapon in the draft, a franchise-caliber 
player who should be the No.1 pick overall. 
FINAL GRADE: 8.8 


2. Laurence Maroney, Minnesota* 
5-11 205 4.50 

NFL comparison: Clinton Portis, Redskins 
Inside running: |s explosive and runs bigger than 
his size would indicate. Possesses vision and 
shows patience. Makes one cut and gets downhill 
in a hurry, Plants and drives through cuts well. 
Doesn't dance or hesitate. Lacks the bulk to push 
the pile but is slippery and will hit creases at full 
speed. Grade: 8.2 

Outside running: Shows outstanding body control 
to make cuts at the linebacker level and bounce 
outside, Is not especially elusive but can shake 
linebackers or bounce off tackles. Has the speed to 
pull away for long runs, Grade: 8.2 

Blocking: Has limited experience in pass protec- 
tion and must improve blitz awareness. Lacks the 
size to handle defensive linemen in pass protec- 
tion and isn't willing to take or deliver a blow at 
the point of attack. Grade: 7.9 

Hands/routes: Has limited experience as a receiv- 
er. Doesn't snatch the ball and tuck it quickly and 
takes too long to become a runner after the catch. 


Ist round 


best players in the nation. 
The NFL player | am most like: I'ma 
conglomeration of a bunch of different guys. I'm 
fast, I'm strong, I've got moves. Obviously, if 
you look at me, I'm not a guy that's going to be 
physically impressive. But | pride myself in 
the fact that | have the strength and speed to 
play at any level. 
The NFL player | can't wait to face off 
against: Lions defensive tackle Marcus Bell. 
He's a Memphis alum, like | am. When he was 


My most memorable moment as a college player: 
Has to be the Senior Bowl. It was a situation 
where | was playing with and against the 


Doesn't recognize coverages well or get open 
quickly. Grade: 7.8 

Durability: Had no significant injuries in college 
but must add bulk to be a primary running back in 
the NFL. Has limited wear and tear because he 
split carries the past two seasons. Grade: 8.2 
Bottom line: Maroney is a prototype runner for the 
zone-blocking system made popular by the 
Broncos and copied by many in the league. He is a 
sure first-round pick. FINAL GRADE: 8.2 


3. LenDale White, USC* 

6-4 235 4.50 

NFL comparison: Jerome Bettis 
Inside running: Has outstanding size and lower- 
body strength. Runs with a low pad level for a tall 
back. Is physical and will run over defenders in the 
hole. Is outstanding in short-yardage and goal-line 
situations and can push the pile. Sees the field 
well and is a patient but decisive runner. Shows 
quick footwork and initial 
burst; will plant and drive 
out of cuts. Grade: 8.4 
Outside running; Uses 
vision, body control and 
burst to bounce runs out- 
side after reaching the 
second level. Lacks break- 
away speed and is not 
elusive but can break off 
big gains with savvy 
moves and by running 
over defensive backs. 
Grade: 7.8 

Blocking: Has the physi- 
cal tools and is willing but must improve in pass 
protection. Must improve blitz recognition to stay 
on the field on passing downs. Grade: 8.2 
Hands/routes: Shows soft hands but is not a natu- 
ral pluck-and-run receiver, Is a bit rigid when run- 
ning routes and can't create mismatches against 
linebackers. Grade: 7.8 

Durability: Sustained no major injuries in college, 


Ist round 


Round 
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but lingering ankle sprains in '04 and ‘0S are con- 
cerns. Can take a pounding and can wear down 
defenses. Grade: 8.0 

Bottom line: White can be an every-down back in 
a run-dominated, physical offense. He should off 
the board by the middle of Round 1 and could be 
the second back taken if a team wants a big run- 
ner. FINAL GRADE: 8.1 


4. DeAngelo Williams, Memphis 

5-8% 208 4.50 

NFL comparison: Brian Westbrook, Eagles 
Inside running: Is a powerful slasher who will 
burst through the hole and bounce runs to the 
outside. Will run over defenders in the hole and 
can move the pile in short-yardage and goal-line 
situations. Lack of height allows him to get lost 
behind his linemen until he bursts into the second 
level. Grade: 8.1 

Outside running: Uses balance, body control, 
quickness and/or stiff arms to beat 
defenders in the open field. Has a 
second gear but lacks breakaway 
speed. Uses blockers well to set up 
runs downfield. Grade: 8.1 
Blocking: Lack of height works 
against him in pass protection. Is a 
willing blocker and shows great pop 
and leverage at the point of attack. 
Often resorts to cutting defensive 
linemen and struggles to sustain 
blocks, Grade: 7.5 

Hands/rautes: Creates mismatches 
against linebackers. Shows reliable 
hands, runs decent routes, recognizes 
coverages and will improve with experience. 
Snatches the pass at full speed and tucks it quickly 
to become a threat after the catch. Grade: 7.9 
Durability: Has an injury history—broken leg in 
‘04, MCL tear in '03 and a knee sprain in ‘02. 
Carried 310 times during an injury-free senior sea- 
son. That showed his durability, but he took a lot 
of hits. Grade: 7.5 


Ist round 


Taken 


The part of my game that will need the most work in the NFL: My 
receiving skills. Unfortunately, we had some injuries at the 
quarterback spot this past year, and, at the end of the 
season, we were using a wide receiver at quarterback. He 
did the best he could, but it didn't allow me to develop 
my receiving skills. 

I'm better than most running backs because: My 
speed and my strength help me play bigger than | 
am. And | try to use my ability to find a small 
crease and get through it quickly. There isn't that 
much space to run in the NFL, and | have the ability 
to find that space. 

The first thing I'll buy after | sign my contract: 


Something for my mother. In fact, anything she wants. 

She asks for it, she's going to get it. A car, a house, 

whatever it is. 

The kind of offense | fit best in: One thatcanallowmeto — 

showcase what | can do as a runner, receiver and return man. | : 
5 


there, the defense ruled the team. When | played, 
the offense was the key to the team. We have this 
argument about which was better—their defense or our 
offense. So the only way for me to prove it is for me to 


perform against him. want to do it all. 
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Best inside runner 
LenDale White, USC 

Has speed and outstanding size. Runs low: 
can run over tacklers or cut and burst 
through a hole. 


Best open-field runner 
Reggie Bush, USC 

ls a big-play threat every time he touches 
the ball, Has great speed and is elusive and 
strong enough to break tackles. 


Most fumble prone 

Wali Lundy, Virginia 

Has been productive but seems to wear down 
at times and needs to protect the ball better, 


Top receiver 

Reggie Bush, USC 

Can run all the routes and has great hands. 
Creates mismatches and is a big-yardage 
threat after the catch. 


blocker 
Joseph Addai, LSU 
Blocks bigger than his size and is not afraid 
to step up and take on defenders. Can pick 
up the blitz. 


Bottom line: Williams won't fit every general manag- 
ers feature back model, but he should be drafted in 
the middle to late first round. FINAL GRADE: 8.0 


5. Joseph Addai, LSU 

5-11’ 208 4.40 

NFL comparison: Willie Parker, Steelers 
Strengths: Sees the hole and hits it with a burst. 
's tough and will drop his shoulder to deliver a 
blow. Can bounce off defenders at the second level 
and uses excellent footwork and body control to 
fall forward. Shows change-of-direction skills, 
locates cutback lanes and gets outside. Has elite 
speed to be a home run threat. Snatches passes at 
full speed, tucks the ball quickly and is dangerous 
after the catch. Runs precise routes, recognizes 
Coverage and gets open quickly, Creates mis- 
matches against linebackers and is effective lining 
up from the slot. Shows awareness in pass protec- 
tion. Recognizes and picks up the blitz well. 
Weaknesses: Is not elusive but can break open- 
field tackles. Lacks ideal size for short-yardage or 
goal-line situations. Has had multiple knee 
injuries, including ACL surgery in '03, but was 
healthy the past two seasons. Must add bulk to 
carry a big load. 

Bottom line: Addai is coming off an outstanding 
Senior season. Scouts see him as a complete 
back—he is an inside and outside threat, an out- 
standing receiver and a capable blocker who can 
contribute on special teams. FINAL GRADE: 7.5 


6, Brian Calhoun, Wisconsin* 

5-10 195 4.48 

NFL comparison: Julius Jones, Cowboys 
Strengths: Hits the hole quickly. Is most effective 
as an inside runner. Shows vision to find cutback 
lanes; is a one cut and 0 runner. Shows solid 


2nd round 


2nd round 
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receiving skills. Catches passes naturally with his 
hands and does not let the ball get into his pads. 
Shows good concentration. Is a shifty route-runner 
who can find open spaces in zones, 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to get to the corner 
Consistently and score; will struggle to get to the 
perimeter against faster NFL defenders. Carries the 
ball awkwardly, leading to too many fumbles. Runs 
too high. Takes too many hits, especially for a small- 
er back. Will struggle to stay healthy if he continues 
to run so upright. Lacks the size and strength to be 
a viable blocker. Simply gets overpowered. 

Bottom line: Calhoun likely will be a third-down or 
change-of-pace back in the NFL. He also could 
return kickoffs. He could be drafted as high as the 
middle of the second round but could freefall into 
Day 2 because teams prefer durable backs who can 
fill multiple roles. FINAL GRADE: 7.4 


7. Leon Washington, Florida State 

5-7% 210 4.50 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Domanick Davis, Texans 
Strengths: Is a powerful runner with a low center 
of gravity and lower-body strength. Shows body 
control and change-of-direction skills. Hits the hole 
hard and shows explosiveness through it. Avoids 
big hits and protects the ball. Can gain separation 
with his quickness. Is a smooth receiver. Runs solid 
routes and finds the soft spots in zones. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed: is not a home run 
threat. Has little value as a short-yardage or goal- 
line runner; doesn't break head-on tackles or move 
the pile. Is overmatched by most Pass rushers 
because of his lack of size. Had recurring shoulder 
problems in ‘03 and ‘04, and an ‘0S ankle injury 
lingered and caused him to miss two games. 
Bottom line: Washington is versatile, tough, quick, 
powerful and dangerous as a runner, receiver and 
kick returner, He grades as a third-round pick 
because he is undersized and has durability con- 
cerns. FINAL GRADE: 6.4 


8. Andre Hall, South Florida 

5-84 204 4.55 

NFL comparison: Kevin Faulk, Patriots 
Strengths: Runs low with his head up and is will- 
ing to stick his face in the hole. Doesn't hesitate or 
dance in the backfield. Sees the crease and hits it 


3rd round 
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hard; shows a burst through the hole. Can slash 
through arm tackles. Shows outstanding body con- 
trol, quick footwork and vision. Will find the cut- 
back lanes, make defenders miss and get outside. 
Is a fluid, natural receiver who is dangerous after 
the catch. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the size or bulk to be a power 
back. Lacks the elite speed to be a home run 
threat. Often is overwhelmed by bigger pass rush- 
ers. Lacks awareness against the blitz and must 
improve his blocking skills in pass protection, 
Must improve his route-running skills and ability 
to recognize coverages. 

Bottom line: Hall won't be a premier back but can 
produce as a runner and receiver and in the return 
game. FINAL GRADE: 6.2 


9, Jerious Norwood, Mississippi State 

5-11?4 205 4.37 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Maurice Morris 

Strengths: Is a speed back who plays bigger and 
more physical than his size would indicate. Hits 
the hole quickly and explodes through it. Makes 
defenders miss on the second level. Gets to the 
edge and is a home run threat. Runs low, hard 
and will break tackles. Is not afraid to lower his 
shoulder and deliver a blow. As a receiver, shows 
soft hands and makes tough catches on the run. 
Has great character and work ethic on and off 
the field. 

Weaknesses: Must add bulk and lower-body 
strength. Can be impatient and not allow time for 
holes to develop. Can get beat as a blocker and 
must improve his technique. Must sharpen route- 
running skills as a receiver. 

Bottom line: Norwood is not special enough as a 
ballcarrier to overcome his lack of size, but his 
elite speed might make him a late Day 1 pick. 
FINAL GRADE: 6,0 


10. DonTrell Moore, New Mexico 

5-9% 212 4.50 4th round 
Strengths: Shows outstanding change-of-direction 
Skills, sees the field well and has patience to find 
holes and cutback lanes. Is a strong inside runner 
who can bounce outside and get to the corner. Is a 
solid receiver with upside because of fluid hip 
movement and solid hands. Is a willing blocker 
with decent recognition in pass protection. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal size and elite Speed. 
Takes on too many tacklers; doesn't consistently 
make defenders miss. Takes a pounding. Had knee 
Surgery (torn ACL) in February ’0S and tweaked the 
knee in the ‘05 season opener. Lacks the size to 
match up well as a blocker in pass protection, 
Bottom line: Moore projects as a change-of-pace 
back and has the mental makeup and skills to win 
a roster spot on special teams. If not for his 
size/speed issues, he might be a late Day 1 pick. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


Il. Gerald Riggs, Tennessee 

6-0 215 4.55 4th round 
Strengths: Is a power back who can run between 
the tackles and push the pile. Makes explosive 
cuts at the line. Is at his best running downhill, 
keeping his legs moving, breaking tackles and 
delivering a blow. Shows balance and change-of- 


direction skills. Sees the field, looks for holes and 
locates cutback lanes. Shows the willingness and 
strength to develop as a pass blocker. 
Weaknesses: Ankle injury ended a disappointing 
senior season. Doesn't play as fast as his 40-yard 
time would indicate. Is not a threat as an outside 
runner. Must sharpen his route-running skills and 
ability to adjust to poor passes. Must improve blitz 
awareness as a pass blocker. 

Bottom line: Riggs might fit better in NFL 
schemes than he did at Tennessee. He must 
get healthy and run well in workouts to have 
any hopes of sneaking into Day 1. 

FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


12, Jerome Harrison, Washington State 
5-9% 196 4.55 4th round 
Strengths: Is elusive and shows quickness and 
change-of-direction skills. Runs low, cuts to 
the hole quickly and is quick to bounce to the 
corner. Finds and hits cutback lanes, breaks 
arm tackles and has the speed to break off 
long runs. Makes tacklers miss in the open 
field. Is an 

effective 
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receiver; catches passes at full speed. Shows lead- 
ership skills. 

Weaknesses: Struggles to run inside and lacks 
lower-body strength. Tries too hard to hit the 
home run on every play and gets caught dancing 
in the backfield. Can't move the pile. Fumbles too 
often, 

Bottom line: Harrison has experience as a returner 
and appears to have the skills and mental makeup 
to develop as a special teams contributor. He 
never will be more than a change-of-pace back 
because of his limited size. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 
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13. Maurice Drew, UCLA* 

5-8 205 4.50 4th round 
Strengths: |s a threat to score as a runner, receiv- 
er or returner. Is quick to the second level and will 
bounce runs to the outside. Shows body control 
and change-of-direction skills. Catches passes at 
full speed. Recognizes coverages and gets open. 
Weaknesses: |s too undersized to be an every-down 
back. Dances too much in the hole and decides too 
quick to run laterally. Is not physical and must 
improve blitz awareness as a pass blocker. 

Bottom line: Drew's biggest role in the NFL likely 
will be as a punt returner. He doesn't figure to be 
durable or physical enough to play much on 
offense. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


14, Mike Bell, Arizona 
6-0 218 4.60 4th round 
Strengths: Has the size of a feature back and the 
frame to get bigger. Is quick to the hole and can 
reach the corner. Is a slasher who sees the field well, 
waits for openings and accelerates. Is durable and 
tough. Is a strong blocker. Is a solid receiver. Finds 
soft spots in zone coverage, and shows nice hands. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed and burst. Is a 
straight-line runner without wiggle. Shows average 
change-of-direction skills. Plays too high and 
doesn't overpower anybody. Avoids contact instead 
of dipping his shoulder. Must improve his blitz- 
recognition skills as a blocker. ls somewhat rigid 
and doesn't adjust well to poor passes. 
Bottom line: Bell lacks explosiveness and 
the elite qualities of an NFL starter. He 
is a workout wonder and projects as 
an early-to-mid Day 2 pick. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.7 


15. Cedric Humes, Virginia Tech 
6-0'% 227 4.52 4th round 
Strengths: |s physically imposing and a 
powerful runner. Shows balance, runs 
low and delivers a blow. Makes one cut 
and gets downhill. Is an excellent inside 
runner who can move the pile in short- 
yardage and goal-line situations. Always 
falls forward after contact. Is a depend- 
able receiver with decent hands on 
short routes. Is a willing pass blocker 
who utilizes size and strength well. 
Weaknesses: Never became the fea- 
ture back in college. Suffered a broken 
forearm in ‘OS but was at full strength 
for the bow! game. Must improve route 
running and coverage diagnostic skills 
in the passing game. Lacks breakaway 
speed. Is susceptible to big hits; too 
often runs upright. 
Bottom line: Humes would be excel- 
lent for a one cut-style running team 
such as the Broncos. His lack of elu- 
siveness and struggles in the passing 
game will keep him from being drafted 
on Day 1. FINAL GRADE: 5.6 


16. P.J. Daniels, Georgia Tech 

5-9% 211 4.55 4th round 
Strengths: |s a straight-ahead downhill 
runner with vision. Attacks the hole with- 
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out hesitation. Shows change-of-direction skills, 
balance and body control. Doesn't hop on cuts. 
Runs low, breaks tackles and will find cutback 
lanes on the second level. Is physical and shows 
solid instincts on blitz pickup as a pass blocker. 
Shows soft hands as a dump-off receiver. Never 
stops hustling. 

Weaknesses: Lacks breakaway speed. Lacks initial 
burst; builds speed as he runs. Is not elusive: 
takes on tacklers too often, Had knee surgery in 
his junior season but appears healthy. Is not an 
explosive receiver. 

Bottom line: Daniels’ strong pass protection skills 
and potential as an underneath receiver could 
land him a backup role as a situational back as 
long as he contributes on special teams. He lacks 
the explosiveness to be anything but a mid-Day 2 
pick. FINAL GRADE: 5.6 


17. Wali Lundy, Virginia 

5-10% 214 4.58 Sth round 
Strengths: Runs low and with power and has vision 
to find cutback lanes. Shows body control. Excels as 
an inside runner who can push the pile. Is surpris- 
ingly quick and elusive. As a receiver. is a reliable 
dump-off option. Is solid in pass protection. 
Weaknesses: Lacks the elite speed and burst to 
get to the corner. Durability is an issue. Wore down 
late in college seasons and battled injuries early 

in ‘05. Has fumbling problems. Is not a natural 
pass catcher. 

Bottom line: Lundy lacks explosiveness or receiv- 
ing skills but excels in short-yardage situations. 
Unless he surprises scouts with improved speed 
during workouts, his ceiling is the fourth round. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.3 


18. Cory Ross, Nebraska 
5-8 200 4.50 5th round 


Strengths: Is a quick, elusive runner with speed 
and agility. Sees the field well to find cutback 


lanes and can make defenders miss. Runs smooth 
and efficient routes as a receiver. Knows how to 
get open, shows solid hands and catches passes at 
full speed. Gets yards after the catch. 
Weaknesses: Is short. Lacks the bulk to run effec- 
tively inside. Durability is a concern; he always 
seems to be playing hurt. Dances too much in the 
backfield. Is overmatched physically as a pass 
blocker. 

Bottom line: Ross shows ability as a receiver and 
runs with an explosive style to play against nickel 
packages. A team might keep him to see if he can 
develop as a return man. FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


19. Taurean Henderson, Texas Tech 

5-9 205 4.50 5th round 
Strengths; |s versatile and tough as a runner and 
receiver. Can make defenders miss on the second 
level. Shows vision to find cutback lanes. Has a 
second gear. Runs crisp routes and uses fakes to 
set up defenders with little wasted motion. Shows 
excellent hands and performs well when lined up 
in the slot. 

Weaknesses: Lacks lower-body strength and is not 
a physical runner. Can't move piles or break tack- 
les. Will struggle in pass protection. 

Bottom line: Henderson has the skills to be a 
change-of-pace or third down back in the NFL. He 
lacks special teams experience but could develop 
into a return man or gunner. FINAL GRADE: 4.6 


20. Terrence Whitehead, Oregon 

5-9% 213 4.85 6th round 
Strengths: Runs hard with a low pad level and 
hits the hole quickly. Moves the pile and main- 
tains strength even as the defense wears down. 
Runs with balance and can break tackles. Shows 
solid hands as a receiver. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to be a primary back 
and the size and blocking skills to play fullback. 
Lacks a burst to reach the corner or break off a big 
gain. Has a history of fumbling. Is a durability con- 


cern after various injuries, including foot surgery. 
Bottom line: Whitehead's lack of burst and speed 
will limit him to short-yardage duty in the NFL. He 
has the attitude and tenacity to play on special 
teams. FINAL GRADE: 4.5 


21. Wendell Mathis, Fresno State 

5-11% 209 4.80 7th round 
Strengths: Shows vision to find cutback lanes and 
burst to hit the hole. Will break arm tackles and 
gain yardage after initial contact. Protects the ball. 
Weaknesses: Lacks the speed and explosiveness to 
pull away in the open field or consistently reach the 
corner. Is not a natural receiver. Is a character con- 
cern after being suspended from the team in ‘04, 
Bottom line: Unless Mathis shows better speed 
and develops an ability to make people miss, he 
will struggle to win a roster spot as a running 
back. FINAL GRADE: 4.2 


22. Derrick Ross, Tarleton State 

5-10% 242 4.82 7th round 
Strengths: Shows decent quickness and the ability 
to change direction. Shows instincts and vision to 
find cutback lanes. Runs hard in short-yardage and 
goal-line situations. Has the size to play fullback 
but might be better as an H-back. 

Weaknesses: Did not dominate the lower level of 
competition. Doesn't always work hard. Lacks the 
burst and speed to break away from NFL defend- 
ers. Lacks explosiveness as a receiver. 

Bottom line: Ross could go undrafted if he 
doesn't show improved speed during workouts. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


23. Chris Barclay, Wake Forest 

5-10 180 4.51 7th round 
Strengths: Is quick and elusive. Sees the field 
well and makes sound decisions. Hits the hole 
quickly and can get to the corner. Shows flashes 
as a kick returner. 

Weaknesses: Is undersized and lacks the lower- 


My favorite moment as a college player: 
Winning the national championship. 
Both of them. 


to measure my heart. It's huge, tremendous. Biggest of 
the biggest. 
The NFL player | am most like: Nobody. I'm not 


My opponents would say the best thing 
| do is: My ability to cut back across the 
field. 

I'm better than most running backs 
because of: My hard work ethic. 

The part of my game that will need the 
most work in the NFL: Pass blocking, | 
would think. It’s a different level in the 
pros. 

The biggest challenge about making 

the transition to the NFL: The mental 
aspect of the game. A lot of people would 
say the guys are bigger, stronger and faster 
there, but | would think that it's more of the 
mental (aspect). You don't have to be the 
biggest, strongest guy to be the best. 


My college stats fail to show: My college stats fail 
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“like” (anyone), but “used in similar ways,” prob- 
ably Brian Westbrook of the Eagles. The way 
they allow him to return punts, kicks, run 
the ball, catch the ball out of the backfield, 
play receiver sometimes. | wouldn't say 
I'm like him; we're two different people. 
My favorite play: The most exciting play 
is returning punts and kicks. It’s not a set 
play. You get a chance to catch the ball 
and make them miss, and | feel like that's 
what | do best. 
When | score my first NFL touchdown | 
will: Point ta the sky. Because without God, 
none of this would be possible. 


The kind of offense | fit best in: Any team that 
uses me in the same way | was used at USC would 
be the best fit. 
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DRAFT STATUS 


On the rise 

Laurence Maroney, Minnesota 
Quickly has moved up boards after 
declaring early. Has all the tools. 


On the decline 

DeAngelo Williams, Memphis 

Was pushed out of the top spot when 
three juniors declared early, plus there are 
concerns about his lack of height. 


Sleeper 

Jerome Harrison, Washington State 
Might not have the best size but runs 
quickly, low and hard, Has a knack for 
breaking off long gains. 


Unrealized potential 

Gerald Riggs, Tennessee 

Has the measurables and showed flashes 
as a junior but never got it going as a 
senior and was injured halfway through the 
season. 


Biggest risk 

Leon Washington, Florida State 

Has been productive in a top college 
program, but size and injuries are big 
concerns. 


body strength to compensate. Tries to outrun 
defenders and will bounce outside too quickly, not 
allowing the play to develop. Lacks explosiveness 
in and out of cuts as a receiver. 

Bottom line: Barclay could make a roster if he 
reaches his potential as a kick returner and 
improves as a receiver. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


24. Ryan Gilbert, Houston 

5-85 240 4.60 7th round 
Strengths: Runs low and attacks the line. Is effec- 
tive in short-yardage situations and can move the 
pile. Shows awareness and soft hands as a receiver. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal height. Lacks a second 
gear and isn't elusive. Must develop better tech- 
nique and awareness against the blitz. 

Bottom line: Gilbert has limited experience on 
special teams but shows the speed and toughness 
to find a role. He could sneak into the seventh 
round. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


25. Chris Taylor, Indiana 

5-11% 214 4.43 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has blazing straight-line speed and is 
one of the fastest backs in the '06 class. Runs 
hard and shows no quit. 

Weaknesses: Is stiff and lacks wiggle. Lacks 
awareness, vision and instincts. Struggles to catch 
passes and tuck the ball quickly. Has limited expe- 
rience on special teams. 

Bottom line: Taylor might be drafted late if a team 
thinks he can contribute on special teams while it 
gives him time to develop as a running back. 
FINAL GRADE; 3.8 
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26. Quinton Ganther, Utah 

5-9% 218 4.58 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows wiggle to make tacklers miss in 
the open field. Will drop his shoulder and run over 
defenders. Has the strength to push the pile in 
short-yardage situations. 

Weaknesses: Played in a spread offense; usually 
had wide gaps to run through. Is only adequate in 
pass protection. Doesn't recognize coverages well 
or find soft spots in the zones as a receiver. 
Bottom line: Ganther has great measurable skills, 
explosiveness and speed. He might be drafted if he 
performs well in workouts. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


27. Mike Imoh, Virginia Tech 

5-6% 195 4.45 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Runs low and hard and shows vision to 
find cutback lanes. Shows change-of-direction 
skills and can make defenders miss. 

Weaknesses: Has major character concerns; was 
suspended for three games in ‘04, Played only nine 
games as a senior because of knee and ankle prob- 
lems that required surgery in December. Is not big 
enough to be effective in short-yardage situations. 
Bottom line: Imoh will have a chance to make a 
roster if he recovers and develops as a kick return- 
er. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


28. Lonta Hobbs, TCU 

5-10 220 4.51 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Runs low and punishes defenders at 
the point of attack. Sees the field well and shows 
the patience to find holes. Is productive in the red 
zone and on the goal line. 


(J RUNNING BACKS 


Weaknesses: Can't 
stay healthy—played 
only two games as a 
senior because of a 
groin injury and suf- 
fered a concussion in 
‘04. Is a below- 
average pass blocker. 
Must improve route- 
running skills, 
Bottom line: Hobbs 
has impressive 
measurable skills but 
probably won't be 
drafted because of his 
history of injuries. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.7 


29, J.R. Lemon, 
Stanford 

6-0% 225 4.60 
Priority free agent 
Strengths: Runs with 
power and leverage. 
Possesses a second 
gear if he can get into 
the open field. 
Catches passes at full 
speed. Works hard on 
and off the field. Has 
the versatility to play 
special teams. 
Weaknesses: Starts 
slow. Must learn to 
see the field better and find cutback lanes. Must 
improve his technique running routes and as a 
blocker. 

Bottom line: Lemon won't be drafted unless he 
shows marked improvement during workouts. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.7 


30. Jerod Void, Purdue 

6-2 222 4.44 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has a nice combination of size, 
strength and speed. Is productive inside because 
of a strong initial burst. Shows the ability to out- 
run defenders. Shows reliable hands as a receiver. 
Weaknesses: Must be more patient as a runner 
and wait for holes to develop. Must improve pass- 
blocking skills and blitz recognition. 

Bottom line: Void is a track star who has not 
reached his potential as a football player. If a team 
doesn't grab him in the seventh round, he will be 
signed as a free agent. FINAL GRADE: 3.7 


31. Damien Rhodes, Syracuse 

6-0 217 4.53 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Runs hard inside and can bounce outside 
at times. Will pick up yards after contact. Shows 
awareness in pass protection. Has returned kicks and 
shows the makeup to play on coverage teams. 
Weaknesses: Can get to the corner but lacks a 
second gear. Lacks lower-body bulk and doesn't 
always play with a low pad level. Is not a natural 
pass catcher. 

Bottom line: Rhodes could contribute as a backup 
running back but more likely as a special teams 
player. FINAL GRADE: 3.7 


A.J. MAST FOR TSN 
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FULLBACKS 


T oday’s NFL fullbacks need a wide- 
ranging skill set-—they must provide 
versatility as a blocker, runner and 
receiver. Finding that combination in one 
player has proved so difficult for some teams 
that they dont incorporate a fullback in their 
schemes. The players in this class won't 
make teams change their strategies. None of 
these fullbacks has the complete package, 
and none is a potential first-day pick. 

A team that drafts a fullback must set- 
tle for a player who can fill part of the 
position’s role. Some guys are big, bruising 
blockers and short-yardage runners. Others 
are athletic enough to block downfield and 
catch the ball out of the backfield. 

The top fullback in this class isn't a full- 
back at all—or wasn't in college. Tulsa's 
Garrett Mills had a record-setting season as 
a tight end in 2005. He lacks the size and 
blocking skills to play that position in the 
NFL, where he will be used as a fullback or 
H-back. Because there were questions 
about his ability to make the switch, he ini- 
tially carried a seventh-round grade. 

But after he performed well in his 
new role at the Senior Bowl, his 
status and his grade jumped. 

Wisconsin's Matt Bernstein is 
considered to be the best 
blocker in the group. He also is 
a punishing runner who can 
move the pile. Arizona's Gilbert 
Harris is a strong inside runner 
and short-yardage back. Colorado's 
Lawrence Vickers and BYU's Naufahu 
Tahi are running backs who lack the speed 
to play that position in the NFL. 


40 
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NFL optimum 6-0 240 4.60 
NFL minimum 5-10 225 4.85 
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The traditional fullback is a dying breed. It’s the 
tare player who can serve as a lead blocker, 
receiver and ballcarrier. Most teams divide the 
role; often using tight ends and H-backs to fill the 
receiving role. Some teams use defensive linemen 
as short-yardage and goal-line lead blockers. 
There is usually one spot on every team for a 
dominant Jead blocker, but for a fullback to make 
a roster, he must contribute on special teams. 
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1. Garrett Mills, Tulsa 

6-034 236 4.75 Sth round 
Strengths: Was a collegiate tight end who had a 
record-setting senior season. Is athletic, has 
speed and quickness and flashes big-play ability. 
Shows excellent hands. Is a solid blocker in the 
open field. Uses athleticism to get to the 
linebacker level quickly, locks on to defenders and 
sustains blocks. 


JAMES GIBBARD / AP / WIDE WORLD PHOTOS 


Weaknesses: Has no experience as a ballcarrier. 
Can be overpowered at the point of attack and 
likely will struggle as an isolation blocker. 

Bottom line: Mills’ lack of size and limitations as 
a blocker will force him to convert to fullback or 
H-back. He has made the switch willingly, and his 
stock rose after he performed well at the Senior 
Bowl. His elite receiving skills should push him to 
the top of the fullback class. FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


How FULLBACKS are graded Inside: Quick to the hole, vision, cuts. Outside: Speed to the corner, makes cuts, threat. Elusiveness: 
Avoids tackles, change of direction, moves, vision. Power: Balance, breaks tackles, short-yardage strength, falls forward. Blocker: Willing, pass 
protection, run blocking. Hands/pass routes: Catches the ball out of the backfield, tendency to fumble. Durability: Takes a hit, toughness, stays 


in the game. Running style: Slasher, darter, power, second gear. 


Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bow! player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.S—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


2. Matt Bernstein, Wisconsin 

6-0'% 267 4.87 (40 time) 5th round 
Strengths: |s a powerful runner who stays low. 
Gets extra yardage after contact. Shows superb 
strength as a runner and blocker. Is a leader and 
has no off-field baggage. 

Weaknesses: Has average change-of-direction 
skills and marginal speed. Is no threat as a ball- 
carrier on the perimeter. Has limited experience as 
a pass blocker or receiver. 

Bottom line: Bernstein must prove he can fit 
into NFL offenses that require fullbacks to do 
more than just pick up a blitzer or wall off a 
defensive end. Still, he has excellent size and 
blocking skills and also has special teams experi- 
ence. He should be selected early on Day 2. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


3. Gilbert Harris, Arizona 

6-14 223 4.85 6th round 
Strengths: |s a powerful inside runner who excels 
in short-yardage and goal-line situations. Shows 
vision and cutback ability. Attacks the hole. Has 
sound hands; rarely drops passes. Is a reliable 
blocker and athletic enough to 
lock on to linebackers in the open 
field. 

Weaknesses: Lacks size and bulk. 
Lacks the burst to get outside on 
running plays. Doesn't protect the 
ball well; must improve to prevent 
fumbles. Injuries and off-field 
problems raise concerns. 

Bottom line: A backup running 
back in college, Harris has the 
blocking and receiving skills to 
play fullback in the NFL. He brings 
enough athleticism to the position 
to be a mid- to late-Day 2 selec- 
tion. FINAL GRADE: 4.8 


4, Lawrence Vickers, Colorado 
5-114 239 4.80 

Strengths: Shows patience and cutback ability, 
finds the hole and attacks the line of scrimmage 
quickly. ls athletic enough to make defenders miss 
but is not afraid to take on tacklers. Can break 
tackles and gain yards after contact. Is a solid 
receiver and has sound hands. Excels in coverage 
on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Will be overpowered by bigger NFL 
defenders and will struggle with one-on-one block- 
ing assignments at the point of attack. 

Bottom line: Vickers could develop into a goal-line 
and short-yardage threat. He must get bigger and 
stronger but has the frame to do it. His versatility 
and potential will make him a late-round pick. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.5 


5. Naufahu Tahi, BYU 

6-0 230 4.75 7th round 
Strengths: Runs with power between the tackles, 
will run over defenders and can break tackles. 
Shows nice hands as a receiver. Is a solid one-on- 
one blocker in tight quarters. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal bulk but has the frame to 
add it. Is a straight-line runner who lacks the ath- 
leticism and elusiveness to make defenders miss 


7th round 


Best isolation blocker 

Matt Bernstein, Wisconsin 

Plays low with power and leverage. Was the 
best blocking fullback in college football. 


Best short-yardage runner 


Gilbert Harris, Arizona 
Runs with power and can cut back and burst 
through holes. 


Best receiver 

Quadtrine Hill, Miami 

Knows how to get open, has great hands and 
will fight for yards after the catch. 


inside and isn't fast enough to get outside. Has 
trouble blocking moving targets. 

Bottom line: Tahi has value as a short-yardage 
and goal-line back and as a receiver out of the 
backfield. His lack of speed and limitations as a 
blocker will keep him from being selected higher 
than the seventh round. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.3 


6. David Kirtman, USC 
6-0 230 4.65 

Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows solid 
hands and can make plays 
in the open field after the 
catch. Has adequate speed. 
Weaknesses; Lacks ideal 
size and experience as a 
ballcarrier. Is limited as a 
blocker and will struggle at 
times to hold his ground at 
the point of attack. 

Bottom line: Kirtman spent most of his career as a 
backup fullback playing on the kick and punt cover- 
age units. His best chance to make an NFL roster is 
as a special teams player. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


7. Shawn Willis, Oklahoma State 


6-1 250 4.75 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has ideal size. Runs with power and a 
low pad level. Is explosive as a runner and as an 
isolation blocker in close quarters. 

Weaknesses: Lacks receiving experience and the 
speed to be an effective perimeter runner. Must 
improve pass-blocking technique. 

Bottom line: Willis could have success as a short- 
yardage runner, but his inability to contribute as a 
receiver and inconsistent blocking skills likely will 
keep him from being drafted. FINAL GRADE: 3.7 


8. Rashon Powers-Neal, Notre Dame 


6-2 236 4.70 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is versatile; played tailback and full- 
back in college. Hits holes with speed; maintains 
a low pad level and runs with power. 

Weaknesses: |s an inconsistent blocker and 
receiver. Lacks sound blocking technique. Was dis- 
missed from the team in October after a reported 
DUI charge. 

Bottom line: Powers-Neal can contribute in shart- 
yardage and goal-line situations. Character ques- 
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tions and physical limitations likely will keep him 
from being drafted. FINAL GRADE: 3.7 


9. J.D. Runnels, Oklahoma 


5-11% 237 4.65 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Excels as a blocker and can hold his 
ground at the point of attack. Uses hands well to 
lock on to defenders and sustains blocks. Picks up 
the blitz in passing situations. 

Weaknesses: Lacks speed and agility to reach the 
corner as a runner and lacks the burst to reach the 
hole on inside runs. Had just two career carries in 
college. 

Bottom line: Runnels improved his receiving skills 
as a senior, but his lack of athleticism will be a lia- 
bility. FINAL GRADE: 3.6 


10. Quadtrine Hill, Miami 

6-2 228 4.65 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is a powerful straight-line runner who 
attacks the line of scrimmage. Is the best receiver 
in the 06 fullback class. Is an excellent blocker in 
the open field. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to be an effective 
outside runner. Lacks bulk and explosiveness to be 
used in short-yardage situations. Struggles as an 
isolation blocker. 

Bottom line: Hill showed big-play ability as a run- 
ner and receiver as a senior despite limited oppor- 
tunities. He is an excellent blocker and has played 
on special teams. He could be a late-round sleeper 
or a priority free agent. FINAL GRADE: 3.6 


On the rise 

Garrett Mills, Tulsa 

Lack of size keeps him from being an NFL tight 
end. Is a great athlete who will make the 
transition to a fine fullback or H-back. 


Sleeper 


Naufahu Tahi, BYU 

ls undersized but has the frame to add bulk. 

Can run over defenders, catch and block. 
risk 

Gilbert Harris, Arizona 

Has shown the skills to do the job but might 

not have the size or durability. 
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his looks like the weakest wide 
receivers class in years—and it 
could have been worse. The only 


first-round grades go to Santonio Holmes 
and Chad Jackson, juniors who came out 
early, but neither player is expected to be 
among the first 15 picks overall. Last 
year, six wide receivers went in the 
first round, and five were taken in 
the second. The '06 group not 
only lacks elite talent, it is 

short on depth. 

Holmes, who played in a 
conservative offense at Ohio 
State, has the speed to go the 
distance any time he touches the 
ball. He is also a dangerous return 
man. Jackson is bigger and stronger 
than Holmes and routinely turns short 
passes into long gains. He could go late in 
the first round or early in the second. 

Others to watch in the early rounds 
include Miami's Sinorice Moss, brother of 
the Redskins’ Santana Moss and perhaps 
the fastest receiver in the draft; Arizona 
State's Derek Hagan, who runs excellent 
routes and does a great job of setting up 
defenders; and Michigan’s Jason Avant, 
Oklahoma's Travis Wilson and Pitt's 
Greg Lee. 

Players who could go late on Day 1 or 
early on Day 2 include Notre Dame's 
Maurice Stovall, who impressed scouts at 
the Senior Bowl, Biletnikoff Award winner 
Mike Hass of Oregon State and Oregon's 
Demetrius Williams, who is coming off a 
stellar senior season. 
“Denotes underclassman 


Req Wirements_ 
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NFL minimum 5-9 175 4.65 
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F SES | 3 
Sub-4.4 speed is one of the most noted attributes Is 
ina receiver, but it is rare and less important as 


than other aspects. Teams want receivers who | 
have the quickness and strength to beat press | 
coverage, the tenacity and hands to make catches | 


How WIDE RECEIVERS are graded Hands: Concentration, snatches, soft hands. Routes: Sharp and crisp, body control, fakes, cuts. 
Catch long and short: Possession, acceleration, can go deep. Run after catch: Threat, catches in stride, elusive. Blocker: Willing, goad results, 
sustains, open field. Release: Can avoid jam, not held up, physical. Reacts to the ball in a crowd: Comes over the middle, shows toughness. 
Initial quickness: Accelerates, gets off the ball, has extra gear. 

Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


in traffic and the size and leaping ability to be 
threats downfield and in the red zone. Teams 
should not be so enamored with speed and size 
that they fail to recognize simple ability. 
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1. Santonio Holmes, Ohio State* 
5-11 185 4.45 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Lee Evans, Bills 
Hands: Has soft hands. Must improve on catching 
intermediate passes. Catches passes at full speed 
and over his head. Makes tough catches in traffic. 
Lets too many balls get to his body. Grade: 8.0 
Patterns: Is an accomplished route runner. Closes 
the cushion quickly and separates well. Shows ter- 
rific footwork and lower-body strength to make 
crisp cuts. Stops and starts quickly. Shows a great 
burst. Grade: 8.3 

Run after catch: Is explosive. Gets upfield imme- 
diately after the catch. Is a threat to score on 
every touch. Always seems to make the first 
defender miss. Shows a second gear in the open 
field. Shows the vision to use blockers well. 
Grade: 8.3 

Release: |s adept at sidestepping jams but must 
learn to use his hands better 
to shed defenders. Shows 
great initial quickness. Won't 
be able to outrun NFL cor- 
nerbacks to the outside. 
Must become more patient. 
Grade: 7.9 

Blocking: Is competitive and 
willing to work but is limited 
by his size. Is stronger than 
he appears but has a short 
reach. Must use cut blocks to 
be effective. Must take bet- 
ter angles to defenders. 
Won't be effective cracking 
back against linebackers. Grade: 7.8 

Bottom line: Holmes didn't put up huge numbers 
at Ohio State but has the potential to be a star in 
the NFL. His size is sufficient, his speed is explo- 
sive and his ability is off the charts. He needs 
time to develop but immediately will contribute in 
the return game and as a No. 2 or slot receiver. 
FINAL GRADE: 8.1 


Ist round 
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My opponents would 
say the best thing | do 
is: Getting off the line of 
scrimmage and going up and 
getting the ball when it's in the air. 
A lot of that goes back to when 
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you're a little kid and you learn to factor. ... In 
jump and snag a ball when you're college, you 
playing in the park. only have so 
I'm better than most wide receivers = many hours 
because: I'm very smart. When to spend on 
you're on the field, there areso many _football, and 
different things you have to pay you have 


attention to. You have to read the 
linebackers and the safeties; you 
basically have to know where each 
player is on the other side of the 
ball. 

The part of my game that will need 


moment you 


the most work in the NFL: Just 
being more consistent. 
The biggest challenge 
about making the 
transition to the 

NFL: The time 


class and other 
things to do. 
the NFL, it's all 

football from the 


My college stats fail to show: | can 


2. Chad Jackson, Florida* 

6-1 201 4.45 

NFL comparison: Rod Smith, Broncos 
Hands: Shows strong hands and excellent concen- 
tration to look the ball into his hands. Is willing to 
go over the middle and make tough catches in 
traffic. Grade: 8.1 

Patterns: Didn't run many deep routes at Florida 
but has the speed to get behind NFL cornerbacks. 
Runs precise routes and shows burst in and out of 
his cuts. Drops his weight and settles his feet well 
on hitch and comeback routes. Grade: 8,0 

Run after catch: Turns short passes into big gains. 
Shows a burst after the catch and is a strong run- 
ner, Is at his best on underneath routes, using his 
size, strength and quickness to get open and then 
turning on his speed to get upfield. Grade: 8.2 
Release: Shows above-average quickness and a 
powerful burst off the line. Has the size and 
strength to beat jams. Grade: 7.9 

Blocking: Has the physical tools 
to be an effective downfield 
blocker but must improve his 
technique and become more 
aggressive. Grade: 7.8 

Bottom line: Jackson is a pol- 
ished receiver who has a lot of 
experience against elite competi- 
tion. He is a borderline first-round 
prospect. If he runs in the 4.40- 
second range in workouts, he will 
shoot up draft boards much like 
the Packers’ Javon Walker did in 
‘02. FINAL GRADE: 8.0 


Ist round 


Taken 


3. Sinorice Moss, Miami 

5-T’/ 183 4.40 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Santana Moss, Redskins 
Strengths: Has phenomenal speed and great ini- 
tial burst. Catches passes in stride and at full 
speed. |s explosive and capable of scoring on every 
touch, Shows great vision, quickness and change- 


spring it for a long one, 
because the 
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wake up. everyone said 
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block. Any time a running back can 


blocking downfield. 


for me if the 
guy covering 


most like: 
Jerry Rice. 
When he was 
coming out of college, 


this or that, or he didn't play in a 


) WIDE RECEIVERS 


of-direction skills. Excels against zone coverage. Is 
quick, crisp and smooth. Reaches full speed in a 
hurry and snaps out of his breaks swiftly to sepa- 
rate from cornerbacks. Catches passes over his 
head, away from his body and on the run. Adjusts 
well to poor passes. 

Weaknesses: Is small. Gets bumped off his routes 
easily by physical cornerbacks. Doesn't always 
make the tough catch. Struggles to negate jams. 
Must become more physical, more of a fighter. 
Might be able to survive on speed alone but will 
be difficult to stop if he learns how to beat jams. 
Must be willing to cut block defenders or risk 
getting run over. Gets pushed around by defensive 
backs but showed a bit more toughness in ‘05S. Has 
above-average hands but must become more 
consistent. 

Bottom line: Moss has tremendous upside as a 
slot receiver who can stretch the field and make 
plays after the catch. Expect him to be selected 
early in the second round or possibly late in the 
first. FINAL GRADE: 7.8 


4, Derek Hagan, Arizona State 

6-14 203 4.50 2nd round 
NFL comparison: T.J. Houshmandzadeh, Bengals 
Strengths: Uses quickness and experience to 
escape jams and get upfield. Shows fluid hip 
movement and the footwork to change direction 
quickly at top speed. Shows a burst out of cuts. 
Recognizes coverages well; finds soft spots 
against zones and beats man-to-man with sound 
technique. Catches the bal! well on the run. Is pro- 
ductive after the catch. Is a leader and shows 
great character. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed. Doesn't get sepa- 
ration or pull away from elite cornerbacks. Drops 
too many passes. Doesn't like to go over the mid- 
dle. Is not elusive. Must work on his release. 
Bottom line: Hagan is one of the more polished 
receivers in the draft because he is a savvy route 
runner who knows how to get open. He should be a 
valuable backup early in his career. The fact that 
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tough league, and he proved them 
all wrong. 

The NFL player | can’t wait to face 
off against: Champ Bailey. Just 
because he's one of the top corner- 
backs in the game. And you always 
want to go against the best. How 


it's usually 
receiver is 


mbarrassing 


me makes else can you measure yourself? 

the tackle When | score my first NFL 

on the run- touchdown: I'll definitely keep the 
ning back, ball. I'm not good enough yet to 
The NFL have some kind of fancy celebration. 
player | am Maybe I'll just throw my hands up in 


the air. 

The first thing I'll buy after | sign 
my contract: A car. Just because— 
why not? | have no idea what kind it 
will be, but it will be a lot nicer than 
the Trailblazer | have. 


he wasn't 
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he isn't a big home run threat likely will cause him 
to drop to the bottom of the second round or the 
top of the third. FINAL GRADE: 7.0 


5. Jason Avant, Michigan 
6-0% 209 4.50 

NFL comparison: David Givens 
Strengths: |s polished and consistent. Runs excel- 
lent routes and gets in and out of his breaks with 
a burst. Reads coverages well and finds soft spots 
in zones. Uses quickness, vision and body control 
to beat man-to-man coverage. Has nice size and 
strength. Shows excellent hands and can make all 
the catches—on the run, across the middle, in traf- 
fic and downfield, Snatches passes at full speed. 
Secures the ball well. Is an aggressive blocker. Is 
coachable. 

Weaknesses: Can't outrun defenders downfield or 
after the catch. Will have trouble separating from 
NFL cornerbacks. !s not elusive. Durability is a 
concern. 

Bottom line: Avant is intelligent, reliable and still 
improving. He doesn't have elite speed but com- 
pensates with athletic ability and determination. 
He has the skills to develop into a dependable and 
productive No. 2 receiver. FINAL GRADE: 6.9 


6. Travis Wilson, Oklahoma 

6-1% 208 4.50 

NFL comparison: Justin McCareins, Jets 
Strengths: |s physical and has a solid frame. 
Shows a great work ethic; is intelligent and con- 
tinues to improve. Runs disciplined routes, recog- 
nizes coverages well and finds soft spots in 
zones. Goes for the ball in traffic and over the 
middle. Shows the athleticism to adjust to poor 
passes. Is a tough runner after the catch. Is a 
willing blocker in the running game. Has experi- 
ence as a kick returner. 

Weaknesses: Is a bit slow off the snap and 
takes too many strides to reach maximum 
speed. Won't be able to stretch NFL defenses 
vertically. Lacks explosive acceleration and 
elusiveness. Catches passes too close to 
his body at times. 

Bottom line: Wilson was slowed by a 

bad ankle and an offense that lacked an 
experienced quarterback in ‘OS. He still 
grades as a late Day | prospect and 

should regain the confidence of scouts if 
he performs well during workouts. 

FINAL GRADE: 6.5 


T. Greg Lee, Pitt* 

6-2 200 4.50 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Bryant Johnson, Cardinals 
Strengths: Shows excellent hands to pluck 
the ball out of the air at full speed. Catches 
passes away from his body and shows nice 
body control. Has the size and strength to beat 
press coverage and the physical tools to be a 
solid blocker. 

Weaknesses: Is a one-speed player who lacks a 
second gear. ls a long strider who takes time to 
reach full speed. Lacks a downfield burst. Lacks 
quick footwork; must gather himself to get in 
and out of his breaks. Is not comfortable going 
across the middle or making tough catches in 


3rd round 


3rd round 
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traffic. Drops too many passes. |s an inconsistent 
blocker who lacks solid technique and struggles to 
lock on to a defender. 

Bottom line: Lee is big and fast and can catch, but 
he also has many limitations as a receiver and 
blocker, He is a late Day 1 prospect who could 
move up slightly if he runs well during predraft 
workouts. FINAL GRADE: 6.4 


8. Maurice Stovall, Notre Dame 

6-4% 216 4.55 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Larry Fitzgerald, Cardinals 
Strengths: Has a big, strong chiseled frame to cre- 
ate man-to-man mismatches. Has long arms and 
big hands. Makes tough catches by using his body 
to shield defenders from the ball. Has the leaping 
ability to go up and grab passes at their peak. Can 
make highlight-reel catch- 

es. Runs well for his 

size. ls a physi- _ 

cal blocker 
with 
sound 
technique. 
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Weaknesses: Does not like to go over the middle or 
work hard to make the catch, Drops too many pass- 
es. Does not play with a sense of urgency, takes too 
long to reach full speed and doesn't explode out of 
his cuts. Is a minor durability concern. 

Bottom line: Stovall made tremendous strides in 
‘OS and finally performed to his potential. He has 
a lot of upside—he could become a red zone night- 
mare—but his inconsistency remains a big con- 
cern. His predraft routine got off to a strong start 
with a solid showing at the Senior Bowl. If he runs 
well during workouts, he should be a late Day 1 
selection. FINAL GRADE: 6.3 


9. Mike Hass, Oregon State 
6-0% 209 4.60 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Robert Ferguson, Packers 
Strengths: |s an intelligent route runner; sets up 
defenders with double moves, Is at his best 
against zones. Is tough and rarely gets jammed. 
Shows outstanding hands and adjusts well on 
downfield passes. Catches passes at full speed and 
in traffic. Shows quickness and vision after the 
catch. Rarely makes mental mistakes and 
always wants the ball. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal size. Has below- 
average speed and is not a downfield threat. 
Lacks acceleration and elusiveness. Has little 
value as a kick returner. 
Bottom line: Hass is not an impressive 
athlete, but he knows how to make 
plays. A lack of NFL measurable skills 
will hurt his draft stock. The team 
that takes him late on Day 1 will 
know what it is getting—a solid pos- 
session receiver who gives his all on 
every play. FINAL GRADE: 6.0 


10. Skyler Green, LSU 
5-9 193 4.46 4th round 
Strengths: |s a playmaker with exception- 
al speed. Shows nice burst and quickness 
off the line. Runs crisp, smooth routes 
and shows balance and body control. Has 
solid hands and makes tough catches on 
poor passes. Catches passes at full speed. 
Is elusive and shows a second gear after 
the catch. 
Weaknesses: |s undersized. Struggles to 
escape jams by big, physical cornerbacks. Has 
had nagging ankle injuries. Must get stronger 
to sustain blocks. 
Bottom line: Green can contribute immediately as 
a punt and kick returner. He likely never will be 
more than a sub-package receiver, which hurts his 
draft stock, but his big-play potential is exciting. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


Il, Demetrius Williams, Oregon 

6-14 188 4.55 4th round 
Strengths: Reaches maximum speed quickly. 
Shows strong hands and can make tough catches. 
Tracks downfield passes well. Excels against man- 
to-man coverage by beating defenders with burst 
out of cuts. 

Weaknesses: Has a lean frame and must add bulk. 
Lacks elite speed. Is a one-dimensional downfield 
receiver; must learn to run all routes effective- 


ly. Must develop a better understanding of how to 
get open against zone coverages. Tends to disap- 
pear in games, Has durability issues after toe and 
hamstring injuries during the ‘04 season. 

Bottom line: Given time and coaching, Williams 
has the upside and potential to be a starter. But 
his game needs too much work for him to be 
selected on Day 1. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


12. Martin Nance, Miami (Ohio) 

6-34 208 4.50 4th round 
Strengths: Has big frame. |s a force on jump balls 
and fade routes in the red zone because of his 
wide wingspan, athleticism and a 34.5-inch verti- 
cal jump. Runs smooth routes. Makes all the tough 
catches. Is a willing blocker who uses sound tech- 
nique. Shows vision and quickness after the catch. 
Is a soft-spoken, high-character leader. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed and an explosive 
first step. Spends too much time getting in and out 
of his breaks. Takes too long to reach full speed. 
Won't be able to separate from most NFL corner- 
backs. Durability is a concern after season-ending 
knee surgery midway through the '04 season. 
Bottom line: Nance bounced back from knee sur- 
gery to post impressive numbers as a senior and 
eased concerns about his level of competition with 
some big performances. If he performs well in pre- 
draft workouts, he should be selected early on the 
second day. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


13. Michael Robinson, Penn State 

6-1 218 4.70 4th round 
Strengths: Shows tremendous athleticism and 
versatility; played quarterback, wide receiver and 
running back in college. Has nice size and a strong 
build. Has strong legs, excellent body control and 
change-of-direction skills. Is tough and durable. 
Showed natural but raw receiving and return skills 
at the Senior Bowl, his first work at those posi- 
tions in some time. Is smart and reads coverages 
well. Is a hard worker who will put in the effort to 


learn the routes and develop his skills. 
Weaknesses: Lacks experience at wide receiver. Is 
a developmental project. Must improve his 
straight-line speed. Must learn how to run routes, 
read zone coverages and catch passes in stride 
and in traffic. Has limited experience on special 
teams. 

Bottom line: Robinson would prefer to play quar- 
terback but shows a positive attitude and willing- 
ness to convert to wide receiver. Expect him to be 
a willing contributor on special teams while he 
reaches his potential as a receiver. He should con- 
tribute in enough ways early in his career to war- 
rant an early Day 2 pick. FINAL GRADE: 5.7 


14. Hank Baskett, New Mexico 

6-2'% 220 4.55 4th round 
Strengths: Has a big frame and an impressive 
build. Is physical and aggressive. Overpowers most 
cornerbacks in press coverage and uses his body to 
his advantage. Is tough to defend on jump balls 
and fade routes in the red zone. Has great leaping 
ability and catches passes in traffic. Has big, 
reliable hands. Is tough to tackle. Carries great 
value as a run blocker. Shows intangibles and 
leadership skills. 

Weaknesses: Lacks speed, quickness and accelera- 
tion. Will struggle to separate from most NFL 
cornerbacks. Does not make people miss after the 
catch. 

Bottom line: Baskett is a possession receiver. 

A former state champion high jumper, he could 
make a career out of catching jump balls in the 
red zone. During Senior Bowl workouts, his lack 

of speed and explosiveness was obvious; some 
scouts think he might wind up as an H-back. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.7 


15. Brad Smith, Missouri 

6-2 210 4.64 4th round 
Strengths: Is a college quarterback who was the 
most dangerous runner on his team. Is an out- 
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standing athlete and a natural runner. Is elusive 
and tough to tackle. Has nice size and quickness. 
Shows a sharp burst to reach full speed quickly. Is 
a playmaker who is a threat to score from any 
point on the field. Works hard. Shows upside as a 
return man or even a change-of-pace running 
back. 

Weaknesses: Lacks experience at wide receiver. 
There are concerns about his ability to learn the 
nuances of running routes and recognizing NFL 
coverages because he struggled to read college 
defenses as a quarterback. Must learn how to 
catch passes in traffic and on the run and then 
transition quickly to being a runner. Has limited 
experience on special teams. 

Bottom line: Smith says he only wants to play 
quarterback, but he is not skilled enough to play 
the position in the NFL. If he decides to shift to 
wide receiver and convinces teams that he won't 
renege on his commitment, he likely will be an 
early Day 2 pick. FINAL GRADE: 5.6 


16. Todd Watkins, BYU 

6-3 185 4.32 4th round 
Strengths: Shows blazing speed to be a downfield 
threat. Is a lanky leaper who uses his long arms to 
catch passes at their peak. Catches passes over his 
shoulder. Is valuable in the red zone on fade 
routes. Accelerates quickly and runs away from 
defenders, Shows nice body control and footwork. 
Can score from any point on the field. 
Weaknesses: Must add bulk to a thin frame. Is raw 
and must sharpen his receiving skills. Prefers not 
to work in the middle of the field and shies from 
contact. Allows too many passes to be knocked 
from his hands. Sometimes runs lazy routes and 
takes too many steps getting out of his cuts. 
Struggles to read coverages and find holes in 
zones. 

Bottom line: Watkins relies too heavily on his speed 
and must develop better technique and recognition 
skills to be a starter. He is a developmental 
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My college stats fail to show: They don't represent what | am 
capable of. ... | feel like | wasn't given a fair opportunity to 
catch as many balls as | could. It doesn't help when you 
have a (more than) 1,800-yard rusher, either. 

The NFL player | am most like: Anquan Boldin. | like 
how he plays. He's a physical guy; a bigger guy with 

speed. I've got a little bit of T.0. because of his 

size and speed—but not the stupid things he 
does. 

The NFL player | can't wait to face off against: 
Charles Woodson. ... | used to think | was him 
when | was playing around at home. 

The first thing I'll buy after | sign my contract: 

I'll buy my mom a house. She has been there for 
me all of my life. 

The kind of offense | fit best in: A pass-happy 
offense. If you ask any receiver, they'll say a three-wide 
offense that throws it. I'm no different. Any receiver would 
want to play in an offense like the Colts’. 


My favorite moments as a college player: 
Playing in three BCS games (Rose, Sugar, 
Orange). The Orange Bowl was my 
favorite because it was supposed to be the 
best national championship ever. Didn't turn 
out that way, but that’s what everyone was 
saying. 
I'm better than most wide receivers 
because: Of my combination of strength 
and speed. | have been blessed to have a 
big frame; you can't jam me at the line of 
scrimmage. 
The part of my game that will need the 
most work in the NFL: Route running. | run 
good routes now, but in the league, it's the 
best of the best so every little thing is goingto = 
be crucial in getting open, 
The biggest challenge about making the transition 
to the NFL: The pure speed of the game. 
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prospect but carries a fourth-round grade because 
he has so much potential. FINAL GRADE: 5.6 


17. Brandon Williams, Wisconsin 

5-9% 174 4.50 4th round 
Strengths: Improved his skills each season. 
Runs smooth, quick routes. Flashes a great burst 
and controls his body well while changing direc- 
tion. Sets up man-to-man cornerbacks well with 
double moves. Always is in position to make the 
play. Finds soft spots in zones. Shows extraordi- 
nary hands; does not drop passes. Rarely lets a 
pass get into his body. |s willing and capable of 
catching balls in traffic and over the middle. 
Shows the vision and elusiveness to gain 
yardage after the catch. Has potential as a kick 
returner. 

Weaknesses: Lacks height and weight. Will strug- 
gle to escape jams from physical NFL cornerbacks. 
Might never be a starter because of his small 
stature. Struggles to make plays in the red zone. 
Will be bullied by NFL defenders. 

Bottom line: Williams has the hands, quickness 
and instincts to thrive as a slot receiver. Expect 
him to contribute immediately on special teams. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.5 


18. Jonathan Orr, Wisconsin 

6-174 193 4.31 5th round 
Strengths: Possesses elite speed to be a terrific 
downfield threat. Has the height, wingspan and 
leaping ability to be effective on fade routes. 
Makes sensational catches. Catches passes away 
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from his body. Creates big plays after the catch. 
Weaknesses: Is inconsistent. Is selfish and often 
loses his temper. Must add bulk; is relatively weak. 
Must improve his recognition skills, instincts and 
smoothness, Gives away his routes too soon and 
gets out of cuts too late. Struggles to separate 
from defenders. Loses focus too easily. Is timid 
when running routes over the middle. Doesn't 
sustain blocks. 

Bottom line: Orr has limitless potential but lacks 
the consistency and the drive to become great. 
He has terrific NFL measurable skills and would 
be a Day 1 pick if he had his head on straight. 
Instead, he is a developmental prospect who 
should be picked during the middle of Day 2. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


19. David Anderson, Colorado State 

5-93 194 4.55 5th round 
Strengths: Accelerates well and makes plays 
downfield. Runs precise routes, gets in and out of 
cuts quickly and shows terrific hands. Is aggres- 
sive and tough. Makes defenders miss as a runner. 
Gives a solid effort as a blocker. Is a competitor. 
Weaknesses: |s undersized and lacks elite speed. 
Lacks the strength and wingspan to counter hard 
jams. Has limited experience as a return man. 
Bottom line: Anderson isn't fast enough to outrun 
NFL cornerbacks and will struggle to compete 
with stronger defenders. He should make an 
impact as a slot receiver, but his lack of size 
pushes him into the middle rounds of Day 2. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.4 
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20. Jovon Bouknight, Wyoming 

6-1 191 4.56 5th round 
Strengths; Shows quickness and athleticism. Is a 
playmaker who wants the ball. Consistently gets 
open against man-to-man coverage and finds soft 
spots in zones. Runs smooth routes. Shows out- 
standing hands and catches passes away from his 
body. Is tough; catches passes in traffic and over 
the middle. Shows natural ability as a runner after 
the catch. Is a productive kick returner. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed and explosiveness. 
Might have trouble separating against NFL corner- 
backs. Lacks experience against elite competition. 
Durability is a minor concern, 

Bottom line: Bouknight might struggle initially 
against NFL defenders, but he has enough upside 
to develop into a No. 4 or No. 5 receiver. 

FINAL GRADE: 5.2 


21. Greg Jennings, Western Michigan 

5-10’ 195 4.52 5th round 
Strengths: Has deceptive speed; does not get 
caught from behind. Runs crisp routes; gets in and 
out of cuts without gearing down. Shows vision 
and recognition skills and makes tacklers miss in 
the open field. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite physical qualities. Has 
below-average size and strength. Hasn't faced 
much elite competition. Will struggle to combat 
jams by physical NFL cornerbacks and lacks the 
speed to separate on downfield routes. Unlikely to 
transfer punt return skills to the next level. 
Bottom line: Jennings has enough ability to 
compete for a sub-package receiver position, but 
he will have to outwork everyone. He silenced 
some critics with a big performance against 
Virginia in ‘OS, If he shines in predraft workouts, 
Jennings could be selected in the middle of Day 2. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.1 


22. Drouzon Quillen, Louisiana-Monroe* 

6-6 218 4.52 6th round 
Strengths: Has room to add bulk and strength. Is 
athletic and also played basketball in college. 
Uses his body to shield defenders from the ball 
and wins most jump balls. Adjusts well to poor 
passes and makes tough catches. Has a long stride 
and gets downfield quickly. 

Weaknesses: Durability is a concern after a knee 
injury cost him his sophomore season, Lacks burst 
and quickness. Shows raw technique and has little 
experience against elite competition. 

Bottom line: Quillen has the height and athleti- 
cism to be an NFL receiver. He could have used 
another year in college but could prove to be a 
sleeper in the ‘06 class. He likely will be selected 
toward the end of Day 2 but could rise to the 
middle rounds with solid predraft workouts. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.9 


23. Jeff Webb, San Diego State 

6-14 200 4.60 6th round 
Strengths: Plays with nice body contro! and shows 
solid hands and footwork. Rarely gets jammed at 
the line, Fights for every ball thrown his way. Isa 
tough runner after the catch. Finds the first-down 
marker. Has limited experience as a returner but 
should contribute on special teams. 


SKILL SET 


Best hands 

Mike Hass, Oregon State 

Doesn't have great measurables, but his 
hands are second to none. 


Biggest vertical threat 

Sinorice Moss, Miami 

Has a great initial burst, gets to full speed 
quickly and catches everything near him. 
Most dangerous after catch } f 
Santonio Holmes, Ohio State 

Immediately explodes after the catch and 

will run over tacklers in the open field. 


Toughest over the middle 
Chad Jackson, Florida 

Is strong and sure-handed. Works to get 
open and is fearless over the middle. 


Best downfield blocker 
Hank Baskett, New Mexico 

Has used his size, strength and physical 
style to become an outstanding blocker. 
Might find a home as an H-back. 


Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to 

outrun NFL cornerbacks. Does not 

create much yardage after the 

catch. Shows laziness in his tech- 

nique on short and intermediate 

routes. Does not always come back 

to the ball and takes too many steps to get out of 
his cuts at times. Must get tougher as a blocker; 
fails to sustain blocks in the running game and 
refuses to cut block. Has had shoulder injuries. 
Bottom line: Webb might be the most confident 
receiver in the ‘06 class; he believes he will catch 
every ball thrown his way. He could develop into a 
productive possession receiver with better work 
habits. FINAL GRADE: 4.8 


24, Willie Reid, Florida State 

5-10% 189 4.45 6th round 
Strengths: Displays nice speed and initial 
quickness after the snap. Has reliable hands. 
Catches passes at full speed. Has played running 
back and has returned kicks and is a threat after 
the catch. Shows vision and elusiveness. 
Weaknesses: Has potential durability issues 
because of ankle problems in ‘04. Lacks ideal 
height and size and could get pushed around by 
physical NFL cornerbacks. Needs technique 
work, 

Bottom line: Reid's versatility, big-game 
experience and special teams potential will help 
him. If he performs well during predraft workouts, 
he could make a late move up draft boards. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.7 


25. Jason Carter, Texas A&M 

5-114 205 4.52 6th round 
Strengths: Shows quickness after the snap and 
makes crisp, quick cuts. Can make big plays. Is 
tough and will fight for every ball. Has played run- 
ning back and is a threat after the catch. Catches 
passes at full speed, turns upfield quickly and 


fights for extra yardage. Has a great attitude. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite size and speed. Could 
struggle to create separation against NFL defen- 
sive backs. Must polish his technique. 

Bottom line: Carter would attract more attention 
if his measurable skills were better. If he impress- 
es scouts during predraft workouts, he could move 
up a round or two. FINAL GRADE; 4.6 


26. Clinton Solomon, lowa 

6-2'% 199 4.57 6th round 
Strengths: Uses leaping ability, wide wingspan 
and reliable hands to take balls away from defend- 
ers, Shows great instincts. Knows how to get open 
against man-to-man coverage. Comes back to the 
ball to help out the quarterback. Is a target in the 
red zone. Shows burst after the catch and can 
make the first defender miss. Shows instincts as a 
ballcarrier. Works hard as a run blocker. 
Weaknesses: Must improve as a route runner. Fails 
to read zone coverages effectively and struggles to 
get open at times. Might have trouble learning an 
NFL playbook. Is not fast enough to separate from 
NFL cornerbacks consistently. Must sharpen his 
routes and minimize false, lazy steps. Must get 
stronger. Shows signs of childish behavior. 

Bottom line: Solomon is a developmental 
prospect. Given time, he could blossom into a pro- 
ductive receiver. FINAL GRADE: 4.5 


27. Ben Obomanu, Auburn 

6-0°% 203 4.50 7th round 
Strengths: Judges downfield passes nicely and 
can outjump defenders. Looks comfortable running 
routes and makes crisp cuts. Is at his best on 


TSN's year-round draft analysis: warroom.sportingnews,com 


e| WIDE RECEIVERS 


short and intermediate routes. Displays solid 
hands and can make defenders miss in the open 
field. 

Weaknesses: Lacks upside. Can't stretch the field 
and isn't a big-play threat after the catch. Lacks a 
second gear. Shows concentration lapses and 
drops too many passes. 

Bottom line: Obomanu will provide solid depth 
and could become a reliable possession receiver, 
He must improve his speed and concentration. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.3 


28. Delanie Walker, Central Missouri State 

6-1 229 4.50 7th round 
Strengths: Has NFL size. Does not hide from 
punishment in traffic or over the middle. Rarely 
gets jammed or pushed around. Displays excellent 
body control and power as a runner. Makes defend- 
ers miss after the catch. Plays with a mean, relent- 
less attitude; tries to beat up his opponent on 
every play. Has returned punts. 

Weaknesses: Catches too many passes against his 
body. Shows lapses in concentration and drops too 
many passes. Lacks buest out of cuts; defenders 
easily read his routes. Struggles to find holes in 
zones. Has had knee problems. 

Bottom line: Walker has significant upside, but his 
hands and route-running skills need work. He 

will contribute immediately on special teams and 
could develop into a possession receiver. 

FINAL GRADE: 4.1 


29. Domenik Hixon, Akron 
6-2 190 4.55 7th round 
Strengths: Has a strong build. Is tough and fear- 
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less and fights for the ball. Shows the hands to 
make tough catches across the middle and in 
traffic. Runs quick and smooth routes. Fights for 
yardage after the catch, 

Weaknesses: Lacks the elite speed to outrun 
NFL defensive backs. Can't get open downfield. 
Doesn't create enough separation out of his 
breaks. 

Bottom line: Hixon’s skills, passion and special 
teams potential should make him a late-round 
selection. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


30. Marques Colston, Hofstra 

6-4% 222 4.53 7th round 
Strengths: Has excellent height and size. Is a long 
strider who will get downfield and make big plays. 
Shows solid hands and catches passes at full 
speed. Adjusts well to the ball in the air. Shows 
leaping ability and makes plays even when sur- 
rounded by defenders. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed to get open 
downfield consistently. Must improve his quick- 
ness in and out of breaks. Might struggle to gain 
separation. 

Bottom line: Colston is a potential sleeper from a 
small school who put himself on the map with a 
big-time performance in the East-West Shrine 
Game. If he performs well in predraft workouts, he 
could move up draft boards. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


31. Adam Jennings, Fresno State 

5-10 175 4.30 7th round 
Strengths: Is a gifted athlete with explosive speed 
and quickness. Has excellent downfield speed. 
Shows solid hands and catches passes over his 
head and away from his body. Is tough and physi- 
cal and not afraid to catch passes over the middle. 
Is a big-play threat as a return man. Is not afraid 
to block. 

Weaknesses: Is undersized and must become 
stronger. Could struggle to escape jams from NFL 
cornerbacks. 

Bottom line: Jennings is a solid receiver and an 
electric player on special teams. He is fearless and 
should impress scouts in predraft workouts with 
his skills and speed. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


32. Devin Aromashodu, Auburn 

6-2% 202 4.50 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has an NFL body. Shows above-aver- 
age speed, accelerates well and makes big plays 
downfield. Judges downfield passes well and flash- 
es the athleticism to outjump defenders to make 
spectacular catches. Can return kicks and play on 
special teams. 

Weaknesses: Plays too high and takes too many 
false steps. Doesn't explode out of cuts. Takes too 
long to recognize coverages. Struggles to find soft 
spots in zones. Lacks toughness. Gets pushed 
around and looks nervous going over the middle. 
Lacks the elusiveness to create big plays after the 
catch. 

Bottom line: Aromashadu has the tools of a first- 
day prospect but has failed to realize his 
potential. He runs sloppy routes, drops too many 
passes and appears satisfied with average play. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 
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33, Anthony Mix, Auburn 

6-4 242 4.51 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Uses his body well to get into position. 
Shows above-average hands. Works best against 
zone coverages. Catches passes over the middle 
and in traffic. Shows agility and versatility. Can 
play H-back or tight end. Contributes on special 
teams. 

Weaknesses: Lacks acceleration. Must show more 
toughness against physical cornerbacks; gets 
jammed too easily. Will struggle to create separa- 
tion in the NFL. Struggles as a blocker. Shows 
questionable character and work ethic. Has strug- 
gled to stay healthy. 

Bottom line: Mix has enough talent and upside to 
create matchup problems in the red zone. He is a 
developmental prospect. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


34, Sean Coffey, Missouri 

6-4 220 4.72 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is a huge, athletic target who uses his 
big body to create great position. Looks comfort- 
able running routes and is at his best on short and 
intermediate routes. Plays with excellent balance 
and control. Is a physical blocker who does not shy 
from contact. 

Weaknesses: Lacks speed and explosiveness. Is 
not a downfield threat. Will struggle to separate 
from NFL defensive backs. Reads defenses too 
slowly and struggles to find holes in zones. Drops 
too many passes. 
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Bottom line: Coffey has the potential to be a red 
zone threat. If he adds 20 pounds, he could be 
moved to tight end. FINAL GRADE; 3.9 


35. Jared Ellerson, Minnesota 

6-0 197 4.60 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is a smart, experienced route-runner 
who positions himself to make plays. Accelerates 
well in and out of cuts. Is tough and fights for 
every ball. Displays solid hands and rarely allows 
passes to get into his body. Makes people miss in 
the open field. Shows vision and quickness as a 
runner. Has the attitude to help on special teams. 
Weaknesses; Lacks elite speed to get behind NFL 
cornerbacks and could struggle to gain separation. 
Must get much stronger. Struggles to escape jams. 
Plays too high and gets pushed around easily. 
Bottom line: Ellerson is an overachiever who could 
contribute on special teams,and be a solid No. 4 
or No. 5 receiver. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


36. Nichiren Flowers, Nevada 

6-174 204 4.65 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has big, reliable hands and long arms. 
Outmuscles defenders and refuses to get jammed. 
Catches passes in traffic and is terrific on jump 
balls and fade routes. Uses his body well to shield 
defenders from the ball. Is a strong, aggressive 
blocker with solid technique. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to stretch the field. 
Lacks explosiveness to separate from defenders. 
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Lacks big-play elusiveness and acceleration after 
the catch. Durability is a concern. 

Bottom line: Flowers is a possession receiver who 
catches everything thrown his way. He will be 
drafted at the end of Round 7 or wind up in the 
free agent pool. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


37. Kendrick Jones, Illinois 

6-14 185 4.45 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows the athleticism to make acro- 
batic catches. Accelerates well and flashes ability 
as a runner after the catch. 

Weaknesses: Shows average hands. Catches too 
many passes with his body. Loses focus easily and 
drops passes. Takes too long to get out of cuts and 
must run crisper routes. Must improve ability to 
read coverages. 

Bottom line: Jones is a developmental prospect 
with the potential to become a sub-package 
receiver. He is relentless and should develop into a 
solid special teams player. FINAL GRADE; 3.9 


38. Dallas Baker, Florida 

6-2 196 4.46 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s big, strong and well-built. Still has 
room to grow. Is a deep threat. Shows flashes of 
greatness and makes catches in traffic and in the 
red zone. Can make defenders miss and get yards 
after the catch. 

Weaknesses: Is lazy and inconsistent. Is not 
accountable on or off the field. Drops too many 
passes. Is passive and lacks the desire to reach his 
potential. Should show more quickness and explo- 
siveness. Runs sloppy routes. Shows little effort 
and lacks technique as a blocker. 

Bottom line: Baker hasn't scratched the surface of 
his enormous potential. He has the speed and big- 
play ability to be an elite prospect, but he has put 
forth little effort to improve. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


39. John Madsen, Utah 

6-4% 220 4.60 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is a big, athletic target. Can jump and 
create mismatches in the red zone. Shields 
defenders from the ball. Makes all the catches and 
is not afraid to take punishment in traffic. Is an 
intense competitor who blocks with a mean streak. 
Will excel on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Runs adequate routes. Lacks a sec- 
ond gear and rounds off cuts. Lacks awareness and 
must become more of a student of the game. 
Shows poor technique and needs a lot of coaching. 
Bottom line: Madsen did not play football before 
‘01, and it shows in his technique. He has the size 
and skills to make an NFL roster as a developmen- 
tal, sub-package receiver. FINAL GRADE: 3,9 


40. Chris Hannon, Tennessee 

6-3 193 4.50 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows impressive natural ability and 
athleticism. Has leaping ability and makes tough 
catches, Shows excellent hands. Catches passes 
away from his body and over his head. Is smooth. 
Weaknesses: Plays faster than he looks but must 
improve his initial quickness. Must learn to make 
more sudden cuts to keep defensive backs from 
jumping routes. Must polish his route-running skills. 
Bottom line: Hannon will benefit fram NFL coach- 
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Ey WIDE RECEIVERS 


On the rise 
Maurice Stovall, Notre Dame 

Showed great improvement during his senior 
year and had a strong Senior Bow! week. 


On the decline 

Derek Hagan, Arizona State 

Was productive in college, but a lack of 
elite speed and inconsistent hands raise 
concerns. 


| 

Skyler Green, LSU 

Is undersized but has great speed and 
playmaking ability as a receiver and returner. 


Unrealized 

Travis Wilson, Oklahoma 

Was expected to have a breakout year 
but was limited by ankle troubles and an 
inexperienced quarterback. 


Biggest risk 

Greg Lee, Pitt 

Has size and speed but still needs work 

on skills and consistency. Might be coming 
out too soon. 


ing and technique work. If he performs 
well during workouts, he could move up 
into the later rounds. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


41. Ed Hinkel, lowa 

6-0'% 187 4.47 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Plays hard and is smart and 
experienced. Shows nice hands and makes 
spectacular catches over the middle and 

in traffic. Finds soft spots in zones. 

Catches passes at full speed. Can get 

open downfield and is a big-play threat. 
Weaknesses: Must add bulk and strength. 
Could struggle to shed jams by physical NFL 
cornerbacks. 

Bottom line: Hinkel has great intangibles and the 
ability to be a playmaker but lacks elite size. He 
could be a late-round selection or sign as a free 
agent. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


42. Miles Austin, Monmouth 

6-3 219 4.61 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s big and strong. Shows soft hands, 
Catches passes away from his body and over his 
head. Shows leaping ability and uses his body well 
to shield defenders from the ball. Is versatile with 
above-average athleticism. Is a tough and willing 
blocker. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to get open down- 
field. Hasn't faced much elite competition. 
Bottom line: Austin has upside as a special teams 
performer, FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


43, Damarius Bilbo, Georgia Tech 

6-174 222 4.60 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has nice height and a thick build. Is a 
natural athlete. Uses his body to outmuscle and 
dominate cornerbacks. Shows quickness off the 
snap. Is physical. 
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Weaknesses: Lacks speed. Is inexperienced at the 
position and needs significant work on his tech- 
nique. Runs raw routes. Could struggle to create 
separation and get open downfield against NFL 
defensive backs. 

Bottom line: Bilbo is a former quarterback who 
made the transition to wide receiver but still has 
aspirations of playing quarterback in the NFL. His 
NFL potential is at wide receiver, and he must 
commit to learning the intricacies of the position. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


44, Richie Ross, Kearney State 

6-3%% 206 4.60 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has ideal height and strength. Shows 
strong hands and catches passes in traffic. Has 
some big-play flair. Uses his body to shield 
defenders from the ball. Has the leaping ability to 
win jump balls. Adjusts nicely to poor passes. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed. Struggles to cre- 
ate separation. Lacks quickness and explosive- 
ness. Will have trouble getting open downfield 
against NFL cornerbacks. Hasn't faced much elite 
competition. 

Bottom line: Ross must show better speed and 
quickness in workouts to get a shot at the NFL. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.8 
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TIGHT ENDS 


ernon Davis is easily the best of 
the tight ends—he's the only sure 
first rounder in a thin class that 


might offer just four Day 1 picks. But 
teams that miss out on Davis still have 
options if they want a tight end whose 
strength is catching the ball. Four tight 
ends in this group, including Davis, had 
more than SO receptions last season, and 
four other tight ends had at least 30 
catches. 

In today's NFL, so what if most of these 
guys don't have the size and strength to be 
solid blockers, right? 

A junior out of Maryland, Davis has 
great size and speed, and he is an 
aggressive route runner and receiver. He 
has a work ethic and attitude that coaches 
and scouts love. 

Georgia junior Leonard Pope is a huge 
target and could end up being a dangerous 
red zone threat. His lack of bulk and 
limitations as a blocker make him a better 
value early in the second round, although 
he could sneak into the first. 

Other potential second-rounders 
include UCLAs Marcedes Lewis, whose 
career-high 58 catches last year were 
the most for any tight end in this 
group, and Notre Dame's Anthony 
Fasano, a tough, hard-working 
type with a great motor and solid 
receiving skills. 

Colorado's Joe Klopfenstein, a 
lunch pail sort, and USC's Dominique 
Byrd, an athletic pass catcher, are 
potential third-round prospects. 

*Denotes underclassman 


eguiren ents 


NFL optimum 6-6 265 4.55 
NFL minimum 6-2 235 4.95 
The ideal tight end has the size and strength to 
open holes in the running game and the hands 


and speed to be a reliable receiving threat. Most 
teams carry receiving and blocking tight ends. 


DAVID DUROCHIK FOR TSN 


Receivers have the speed to create mismatches 
against linebackers and the size and leaping Catch long and short: Possession, acceleration, can go deep. Run after catch: Threat, catches in stride, elusive, Blocker: Willing, good results, 
ability to beat defensive backs downfield. sustains, open field. Release: Can avoid jam, not held up, physical. Reacts to the ball in a crowd: Comes over the middle, shows toughness. 
Blocking tight ends use their size, strength and Initial quickness: Accelerates, gets off the ball, has extra gear. 


How TIGHT ENDS are graded Hands: Concentration, snatches, soft hands. Routes: Sharp and crisp, body control, fakes, cuts, 


Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 


technique to good effect. 5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0-Chance to make roster: 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


1. Vernon Davis, Maryland* 

6-3 252 4.58 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Dallas Clark, Colts 
Hands: Has soft hands and catches the ball well. 
ls a tenacious receiver. Has a big vertical leap. 
Wins jump balls and makes acrobatic catches. 
Grade: 8,3 

Patterns: Has a great understanding of the pass- 
ing game. Knows how to beat man and zone cover- 
age. Has elite speed for the position. 
Can stretch defenses but is willing to 
play in short and intermediate 
zones. Can turn short routes into 
long gains. Excels at running routes. 
Shows the burst to create separation 
in the open field. Grade: 8.5 

Run after catch: Speed makes hima 
scoring threat every time he touches 
the ball. Is elusive; makes defenders 
miss. Can outrun most defenders. 
Grade: 8.5 

Release: Is quick off the line and 
shows the burst to keep defenders 
away. Sometimes struggles if defend- 
ers lock on. His combination of quickness and ath- 
leticism creates mismatches. Grade: 7.9 
Blocking: His only weakness. Gets to the second 
level quickly but struggles to hit linebackers. Has 
great strength but does not use his hands well and 
has trouble at the point of attack. Must improve 
his technique. Would work best as an H-back or a 
motion tight end who wouldn't need to block as 
much. Grade: 7.6 

Bottom line: Davis is a potential top 15 pick. He 
has prototypical size, strength and outstanding 
speed for the position. FINAL GRADE: 8.2 


Ist round 


2. Leonard Pope, Georgia* 

6-7 250 4.75 2nd round 
NFL comparison; Jerramy Stevens, Seahawks 
Strengths: Has great receiving skills. Shows quick 
feet and great burst off the line. Has excellent 


was filled with comebacks like that. 
My friends would describe my personality as: 


Easy-going but focused. I'm pretty laid back but vocal 
when | have to be. When it's time to work, | bring my 


hard hat. 
The NFL players | am most like: Antonio Gates 


and Tony Gonzalez. | find it easier to pick up the 


little things they do and apply them to my 
game because we all have basketball in 
common. Things like utilizing my body, 

getting big when | have to, “blocking out” a 
defender. If | have to throw elbows, | will. 

My favorite play: “All-go special." Two receivers 


to one side, I'm in the slot on the other side with 
another receiver outside. Basically, three verticals 


with me going for the far hash, splitting two 


listen to Sporting News Radio: radio,sportingnews.com 


My favorite moment as a college player: Finishing off with a 
great win in the Sun Bowl (50-38 victory against 
Northwestern)—really, our whole year (at UCLA) 


speed and quickness to stretch the field. Is especial- 
ly good at finding soft spots in zone coverage. Uses 
big hands, long arms and a tall frame to battle for 
passes. Adjusts well to the ball when it is in the air. 
Is a big target, especially in the red zone. Catches 
well and tucks the ball quickly. Gets his body turned 
upfield and in the playmaking position. Gets to the 
linebacker level quickly as a blocker. 

Weaknesses: Does a nice job of using his long 
arms to keep defenders off him but struggles when 
defenders lock on. Has 
great potential as a block- 
er but must add bulk to 
be effective, Has 
improved his blocking in 
the open field, but his 
technique needs work. 
Bottom line: Pope is a 
productive receiver who 
has ideal height and plus 
speed for his size. He 
must add bulk to become 
a better blocker but has 
the frame to do so. His 
all-around skills make him a late first-round or 
early second-round prospect. FINAL GRADE: 7.9 


3, Marcedes Lewis, UCLA 

6-5’% 254 5.00 

NFL comparison: Bubba Franks, Packers 
Strengths: |s a solid receiver wha runs routes well. 
Makes tough catches over the shoulder and in traf- 
fic. Has solid concentration. Uses his body well to 
shield defenders. Takes advantage of his height on 
jump balls, particularly in the red zone. Can create 
enough space to get open down the seam. Runs 
routes well. Shows good burst in and out of his 
cuts. Uses his size, quickness and cutting ability to 
create separation in the open field. Blocks well in 
the open field. Takes sound angles and hits mov- 
ing targets at the linebacker level. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't explode off the line. 


2nd round 


©) TIGHT ENDS 


Struggles to release when pressed by bigger 
defenders. Turns upfield quickly to attack but 
doesn't run away from defenders. Runs on his 
heels and doesn't look natural. Lacks bulk and 
lower-body strength, which raises concerns about 
his ability as an inline blocker. 

Bottom line: There are questions about Lewis’ 
speed, attitude and work ethic. He has the skills to 
become a solid NFL player, but he shouldn't be 
drafted before the middle of the second round. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.7 


4, Anthony Fasano, Notre Dame* 
6-5 255 4.76 

NFL comparison: Matt Schobel 
Strengths: Has a great feel for the passing game. 
Shows nice initial burst and uses his quickness to 
get off the line against bigger, stronger defenders. 
Understands how to get open against zone and 
man coverage. Can catch on the run and in traffic. 
Is quick to tuck and run. Uses his body to shield 
defenders. Works best on short-to-intermediate 
routes. Shows solid technique as a blocker. Is 
intense and plays to the whistle. Gets to the line- 
backer level to block in the open field. Uses his 
hands well, locks on to defenders. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to make big plays or 
gain big yards after the catch. Neither stretches 
defenses nor runs effective seam routes. Is tough 
but not elusive. 

Bottom line: Fasano could afford to come out as a 
junior because his smarts, toughness and work 
ethic will fit well in the NFL. Big and strong, he 
also has room to add bulk. His receiving skills 
compensate for his limited speed and athleticism 
and should make him a solid second-round pick. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.3 


2nd round 


5. Joe Klopfenstein, Colorado 
6-5'/ 250 4.59 

NFL comparison: Bo Scaife, Titans 
Strengths: Is tall and fast. Shows sure hands as a 


3rd round 


2-MINUTE DRILL with Marcedes Lewis 


receivers, where | know | have a great chance to get the ball. 
The part of my game that will need the most work in the NFL; All facets, 
whether it be blocking or route running, to develop into a complete tight end. 


The kind of offense | fit best in: | have a good grasp of the West Coast, but it 


doesn't matter. Anywhere | go, I'm a fast learner. 
The biggest challenge about making the transition to the NFL 
will be: Not knowing where I'm going to be, what city I'm 
living in, who will be my coaches. 
How | got my first name: My mom liked the name 
Mercedes, and at the time, most of the single 
parents gave their sons “girl” names. She put the 


“A’ in there to make it sound more masculine. 
The first thing I'll buy after | sign my 
contract: A house for my mom. She 
likes Newport, Orange County, so 
somewhere over there. The second 
thing would be a chain or necklace 
for her—it's all about my mom 
right now, 


35 


PAUL NISELY / TSN 


TIGHT ENDS [J 


On the rise 

Vernon Davis, Maryland 

A junior with prototypical size and great skills, 
he continues to move up the board. 


On the decline 

Marcedes Lewis, UCLA 

Looks the part but lacks bulk and speed. 
Concerns exist about attitude and work ethic. 


Sleeper 

Tony Scheffler, Western Michigan 

Is athletic and smart. Has put up solid 
numbers the past two seasons. 


Unrealized potential 

Tim Day, Oregon 

Sure-handed receiver has been limited by 
injuries. 

Biggest risk 

Leonard Pope, Georgia 

Has a great frame but must become bigger 
and stronger so he won't be pushed around. 


big target. Is willing to battle for passes. 

Runs tight routes and works hard to get open. 
Shows sound fundamentals when blocking. Has 
the speed and athleticism to hit moving targets at 
the linebacker level. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal bulk; must become 
stronger. Has neither the quickness nor the explo- 
siveness to get a clean release off the line. Must 
work to become a more consistent blocker. 
Bottom line: Klopfenstein has the intangibles to 
make it in the NFL, including smarts, work ethic 
and focus. He should be a Day 1 pick because his 
mental toughness and durability will score points 
with scouts and coaches. FINAL GRADE: 6.2 


6. Dominique Byrd, USC 

6-22 260 4.85 

NFL comparison: Eric Johnson, 49ers 
Strengths: Has great initial quickness and speed. 
Stretches seams as a downfield threat. Runs 
smooth routes. Shows burst out of cuts. Runs well 
after catches. Makes big plays. Is a stout blocker; 
uses leverage and technique well. 

Weaknesses: Durability is a concern; had serious 
knee and foot injuries the past three seasons. Can 
be overmatched by bigger, more powerful defen- 
sive ends because of his limited height and 
wingspan. Must improve his burst and release 
techniques to get free on passing plays against 
bigger defenders. Didn't work hard in college class- 
room, which raises questions about his maturity. 
Bottom line: Although Byrd's production dropped 
off during his senior season, he is a great athlete 
who has a knack for making tough catches. Some 
team probably will gamble on him late on Day 1, 
but he could drop to Day 2 because of concerns 
about his size and health. FINAL GRADE: 6.0 


7. Tim Day, Oregon 

6-3% 268 4.75 4th round 
Strengths: Is a big target who has enough quick- 
ness to get position on short routes and to be 


3rd round 
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effective in traffic. Is quick and athletic enough to 
block effectively on outside runs. Takes sound 
angles, uses his hands well and gets adequate 
leverage when blocking. 

Weaknesses: Has no outstanding traits. His ath- 
leticism doesn't translate to performance. Lacks 
ideal top-end speed, which limits his ability to 
stretch defenses and gain yards after the catch. 
Lacks the upper-body strength and mental tough- 
ness to separate from defenders at the line. 
Durability is a concern. 

Bottom line: Day's development was slowed by 
injuries early in his college career. He is a solid 
possession receiver who should be drafted early on 
Day 2, FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


8. David Thomas, Texas 

6-24 236 4.80 4th round 
Strengths: |s fluid and has great body control. Has 
nice hands and runs polished routes. Recognizes 
coverages and exploits soft spots in zones. Has 
long arms and jumps well. Is versatile; has worked 
at fullback and H-back. 

Weaknesses: Lacks traditional tight end tools. 
Might be best as a slot receiver. Has marginal 
lower-body strength and a narrow base. Is too 
limited as a blocker to move to fullback or 
H-back. Gets jammed at the line by bigger 
linebackers. 

Bottom line: Thomas is a high-character player 
who shows poise in pressure situations. But his 
upside is limited by a lack of size, speed and 
strength. He projects as a Day 2 pick who could 
move to Day 1 if he is impressive in workouts. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


9. Cooper Wallace, Auburn 

6-3'% 262 4.80 4th round 
Strengths: Has explosive burst and jars defenders 
at the point of attack. Has solid lower-body 
strength and a wide base to anchor at the line. 


Takes sound angles and finishes blocks. Is a pro- 
ductive underneath receiver. Finds soft spots in 
zone coverage. Makes plays in traffic by getting 
position and shielding defenders from the ball. 
Has big hands and catches well. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't change direction well. 
Struggles to adjust to bad passes. Has limited 
closing burst. Isn't a big threat after the catch. 
Must improve his balance. Will get caught lunging 
when trying to block a moving target. 

Bottom line: Wallace lacks the speed and ath- 
leticism of other top prospects but has the size 
and strength to compete in the NFL. FINAL 
GRADE: 5,6 


10. 1.J, Williams, N.C. State 

6-24 261 4.75 4th round 
Strengths: Finds soft spots in zone coverage and 
makes plays with nice separation against man 
coverage. Runs sharp routes without losing speed 
while getting in and out of breaks. Will make 
tough catches. Runs hard after the catch, gets 
maximum yardage and will run over tacklers. 
Consistently hits moving targets as a blocker. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal height. Has average 
speed and lower-body strength. Has a narrow 
base; can't get consistent push as a blocker on 
running plays. Must improve his instincts in the 
red zone. Struggles to release from the line when 
in his stance. 

Bottom line: Williams must improve his blocking 
but has the athletic ability and receiving skills to 
make an impact in the NFL. FINAL GRADE: 5.5 


Il. Charles Davis, Purdue 

6-5’ 263 4.85 5th round 
Strengths: Has outstanding size and could add 
bulk. Is a great all-around athlete; also played 
basketball. Shows nice initial quickness and top- 
end speed. Adjusts well to poor passes. Is 
smooth and shows decent burst and speed after 
the catch. 

Weaknesses: Must see the field better, recognize 
coverages and find soft areas in zones, Needs to 
get stronger in his lower body. Doesn't play with 
leverage and struggles with inline blocking. Must 
show a better base and punch in pass protection. 
Bottom line: Davis has dedicated himself to 
improving his toughness and strength. His athleti- 
cism and size give him nice upside and make him 
a solid mid-Day 2 value. FINAL GRADE; 5.0 


12. Owen Daniels, Wisconsin 

6-314 244 4.69 6th round 
Strengths: Has plus speed and nice hands. Is 
tough enough to go over the middle and athletic 
enough to make difficult catches, Finds open areas 
in zones. Has improved as a route runner. Can be 
effective blocking on the edge. 

Weaknesses: Two past knee injuries raise durabili- 
ty concerns, Struggles to match up physically at 
the point of attack on inside runs. Doesn't consis- 
tently get separation off the line. 

Bottom line: Daniels’ receiving skills, athleticism 
and understanding of caverages—especially in the 
red zone—will serve him well in the draft and 
allow him to overcome strength and injury issues 
to be a mid-Day 2 selection. FINAL GRADE: 4.9 


13, Troy Bienemann, Washington State 

6-4/4 259 4.80 6th round 
Strengths: |s a big target and has great hands. Is 
comfortable against zones. Runs solid intermedi- 
ate and underneath routes. Shows sound blocking 
technique by using his size to maintain leverage. 
Has a knack for getting open when the quarter- 
back is scrambling. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to be a downfield 
threat. Shows little burst to create separation at 
the line. Doesn't gain substantial yardage after the 
catch. Must become stronger to be an effective 
NFL blocker. Always seems to be banged up. 
Bottom line: Bienemann doesn't excel at any part 
of the game, but he is an established long snapper 
and potential backup, FINAL GRADE: 4.7 


14. Tony Scheffler, Western Michigan 

6-5% 251 4.72 6th round 
Strengths: Shows nice hands and awareness. Can 
get open against zones. Has the speed to run 
seams and stretch defenses. Blocks well in the 
open field. Is athletic—returned kickoffs as a soph- 
omore and was an outfielder on the baseball team. 
Weaknesses: Must add bulk to block effectively at 
the line of scrimmage. Will need to be put in 
motion or split out to get a clean release and 
avoid big NFL defenders. 

Bottom line: Scheffler is a possible sleeper. He 
has the receiving skills to be an H-back or a 
motion tight end. FINAL GRADE; 4,5 


15. Jeff King, Virginia Tech 

6-4 260 4.85 7th round 
Strengths: Shows nice hands and uses his body 
well in traffic. Makes tough catches. Can block 
linebackers and safeties in the open field. Also 
plays on special teams and played basketball. 
Weaknesses: Is a straight-line runner; doesn't get 
much yardage after the catch. Isn't big enough to 
block defensive linemen. 

Bottom line: King has the tools to be a red zone 
threat, but his lack of speed and limited produc- 
tion as a receiver in college hurt his draft stock. 
FINAL GRADE: 4,0 


16. Tim Massaquoi, Michigan 

6-2'% 254 4.70 7th round 
Strengths: Has big hands and has improved as a 
receiver. Quickly transitions from receiver to runner 
after the catch. Works best on intermediate routes 
but also can split seams and stretch defenses. 
Weaknesses: Doesn't have a strong enough lower 
body to hold his ground at the point of attack. 
Struggles to get a push when run blocking. Drops 
too many passes. Needs work reading coverages. 
Bottom line: Massaquoi's likely will have prob- 
lems at this level because of his lack of strength. 
FINAL GRADE; 4,0 


7. Ryan Hamby, Ohio State 
6-5 250 4.95 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has the frame to add bulk. Reads cov- 
erages well; works best against zones. Works hard 
to get open and fights 
for the ball in traffic. 
Weaknesses: 
Sometimes struggles 
to shed jams at the 
line. Doesn't gain 
much yardage after 
the catch. Lacks the 


Best hands 
David Thomas, Texas 


consistently. 
Best receiver 


Doesn't have great size but has long arms, 
excellent hands and can jump. 
Biggest deep threat 


Vernon Davis, Maryland 
Has the smarts and speed to beat defenders 


GJ rich enps 


size and strength to be an inline blocker. 

Bottom line: Hamby lacks playmaking ability, but 
he could develop into a solid enough blocker to 
secure a reserve role. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


18. Darcy Johnson, UCF 

6-5% 246 4.88 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows nice hands and makes tough 
catches. Utilizes his height on jump balls. Is an 
ideal red zone target. Can be effective blocking 
linebackers and safeties. 

Weaknesses: Can't stretch the field on seam 
routes. Lack of lower-body strength and poor tech- 
nique lead to inline blocking struggles. A broken 
leg in ‘04 raises durability concerns. 

Bottom line: Questions about Johnson's speed, 
attitude and work ethic will keep him from being 
drafted. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


19. Erik Gill, Pitt 

6-4% 270 4.80 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Uses his body well to shield defenders 
from the ball in traffic. Works best against zone 
coverage. Reads coverages well. 

Weaknesses: Is an average route-runner; lacks the 
quickness and burst to create separation. Isn't elu- 
sive enough to do much after the catch. Struggles 
with inline and open-field blocking. 

Bottom line: Gill lacks the speed and skills to be 
drafted but will get a solid look as a free agent. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


20. Bristol Olomua, Texas Tech 

6-5 255 4.65 Priority free agent 

Strengths: Has ideal NFL size and speed. Drops 

few balls. Battles for passes in traffic. Adjusts 

well to poor throws. Can stretch a defense with 

seam routes. 

Weaknesses: Transfer from BYU missed time 

because of a Mormon mission, injuries to his 

ankle and back, academics and 
disciplinary reasons. Shows 
limited strength and poor 
blocking technique. 
Bottom line: Olomua won't be 
drafted because of age (24), 
durability and character con- 
cerns. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


21. Andrew Clarke, Toledo 
6-3 246 4.84 

Priority free agent 

Strengths: Turns quickly upfield 
to gain yardage after the catch. 
Uses his body well to shield 


Joe Klopfenstein, Colorado 

A big target with sure hands who fights for 
every ball. Has the speed and athleticism to 
get yards after the catch. 


Most dangerous after catch 
Vernon Davis, Maryland 

Is a home run threat. Has the elusiveness 
and speed to outrun defenders. 


Most dominant blocker 
Anthony Fasano, Notre Dame 

Is big, strong and tough. Is able to get to 
the second level and block in the open field. 


defenders on short routes, espe- 
cially in the red zone. Can get 
open against man and zone cov- 
erage. 

Weaknesses: Spent the better 
part of two seasons recovering 
from a hip injury. Lacks the bulk 
to block at the point of attack. 
Bottom line: Clark is a great ath- 
lete, but his bad hip and extend- 
ed time away from the game will 
keep him from getting drafted. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 
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Right and left tackles rarely share similar skills. 
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OFFENSIVE 


TT: stock of this class has fluctuat- 
ed greatly. At ane time, some 
thought it was the best group of 
offensive tackles in any draft. After pre- 
draft grades were issued, the class took on 
a different label—solid but not spectacular. 
In the end, this will be a deep class with a 
handful of cornerstone players. 

Three offensive tackles could go 
in the first round, and Virginia's 
D'Brickashaw Ferguson is 
expected to be among the first 
five players drafted. As many 
as eight offensive tackles could 
be selected on Day 1, and 20 
have draft-worthy grades. 

Ferguson went into Senior Bow! 
practices as the top player at the 
position, dominated the competition and 
solidified his spot as king of the hill. 

USC junior Winston Justice and 
Auburn's Marcus McNeill could go in the 
middle to late first round even though 
both have high second-round grades. 
Winston protected Matt Leinart’s blind 
side and paved the way for some pretty 
good running backs. McNeill is a giant but 
has great speed. Some teams love him, but 
others don't. 

Miami's Eric Winston and California's 
Ryan O'Callaghan must overcome injuries 
and questions about durability. Texas’ 
Jonathan Scott has the versatility to play 
either tackle spot, and Boise State's Daryn 
Colledge has upside but is raw. Boston 
College's Jeremy Trueblood hurt himself 
with a poor effort at the Senior Bowl. 

“Denotes underclassman 


er: 

Fae 40% 
NFL optimum 6-7 335 5.00 
NFL minimum 6-3 290 5.30 


The left tackle protects the quarterback’s blind 
side (unless the quarterback js lefthanded). He 
must have the athletic ability and quickness to 
handle speed rushers coming off the edge and the 
hase to anchor against the bull rush. The right 
tackle must have an explosive first step and leg 
drive ta get movement in the running game. 
Tackles who-do the job well in both areas are rare. 


1. D'Brickashaw Ferguson, Virginia 
6-5 297 5.30 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Walter Jones, Seahawks 
Run blocking: Packs a powerful punch that jars 
and reroutes defenders. Shows a great first step 
and takes the correct angles. Reaches and hits 
moving targets. Plays with leverage. Needs to play 
with more of a mean streak. Grade: 8.0 


Ist round 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


Pass blocking: Has an outstanding wingspan. Sets 
quickly. Rarely lets his man get to the quarterback. 
Can handle outside rushers. Can redirect and mir- 
ror and slide against double moves. Must 
strengthen his lower body to handle bull rushes. 
Grade: 8.8 

Initial quickness: Is the most athletic prospect at 
the position. Has standout quickness. Comes out 


How OFFENSIVE TACKLES are graded Initial quickness; Comes off the ball, feet, beats defensive lineman. Run blocking: 
Leverage, control, balance. Pass blocking: Feet, setup, mirrors, adjusts in space. Pulls and traps: Hits moving targets, adjusts in space. Use of 
hands: Gets separation, keeps defensive lineman off, leverage. Strength: Leverage, moves the pile, can anchor. Explosion: Finishes block, plays 


low, has pop. 


Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5,9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


of stances quickly and wins most battles in the 
first few steps. Sets well in protection. Keeps his 
balance. Grade: 8.7 

Strength: Has a strong upper body and strong 
hands, which he uses well when punching. Lacks 
great lower-body explosion; must develop more 
power, Grade: 8,5 

Mobility: Is quick and hustles all the time. Works 
to get out on linebackers. Takes sound angles and 
is a solid open-field blocker. Needs to add bulk 
without losing mobility. Grade: 8.7 

Bottom line: A starter since his freshman sea- 
son, Ferguson has outstanding experience in a 
strong conference. Off the field, he is as good as 
it gets—an honors student and a youth minister. 
He has what it takes to be an elite NFL player 
and should be among the first five players draft- 
ed. FINAL GRADE: 8,7 


2. Winston Justice, USC* 
6-6 300 5.16 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Flozell 
Adams, Cowboys 

Strengths: Moves well, sets 
quickly and plays under con- 
trol. Has a strong upper body 
with a quick first step. Gets 
solid hand placement, drives 
legs and finishes blocks. 
Shows nice footwork and 
quickness when run blocking 
through and into the open 
field. Has the arms and hands 
to control defenders at the 
point of attack. Has a 
wingspan that makes defend- 
ers take a wide arc. Adjusts well to inside moves. 
Redirects and slides in protection. 

Weaknesses: Controls defenders but does not 
overwhelm them. His explosion is good but not 
great. Struggles against elite speed rushers and 
loses battles off the edge. His technique needs 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Blogs, news and more: sportingnews.com 


The first time | thought about playing 
inthe NFL: As a younger kid, | had dreams 
= of being quarterback. ... But for some reason, 
the cafeteria lady kept on feeding me. 
The best aspect of my game: Run blocking, for right 
now. | just get off the ball very well, and I'm kind of 
big to get around. Defenders have a hard time seeing 
in the backfield and blocking me out. 
My opponents would say the best thing | do is: I'm 
probably the most physical, a mile-a-minute guy. 
| like to beat up people. 
The NFL player | can't wait to face off 
against: Julius Peppers. He's been one of 
my favorite players my whole life. | 
definitely would enjoy the experience, 
whether he's whupping me up and down 
the field or not. 
The first thing I'll buy after | sign my 
contract: It'd have to be something for my 


work. Has off-field issues; missed a season 
because of a suspension. 

Bottom line: As a right tackle, Justice played 
blindside pass protector to lefthanded Matt 
Leinart in a pro-style offense at USC. Though 
Justice played well last season, he still needs time 
to develop. He will benefit from NFL coaching and 
has the physical skills and attitude to become a 
great player. He has a second-round grade, but his 
upside as a pass protector likely means he will be 
drafted in the first round. FINAL GRADE: 7.9 


3. Marcus McNeill, Auburn 

6-7'% 332 4.96 

NFL comparison: Orlando Pace, Rams 
Strengths: Has outstanding speed that allows him 
to reach the linebacker level easily. Takes solid 
angles and can overpower defenders. Shows the 
lower-body strength to drive on run blocks, Has 
powerful hands and rarely loses when locked on. 
Uses strength and bulk to anchor 
well against bull rushes. Shows 
great knee bend in pass protec- 
tion. Rarely gets caught off-bal- 
ance and can redirect and handle 
double moves. Has long arms and 
adjusts well in the open field. 
Gets set quickly and then uses his 
body to force defenders wide. 
Weaknesses: Must improve his 
footwork and technique; some- 
times plays too upright and occa- 
sionally lunges, Must keep his 
weight in check to prevent slug- 
gish and inconsistent play; some- 
times appears slow late in games. 
Doesn't always play with a high level of intensity. 
Bottom line: A starter since the middle of his 
freshman season, McNeill is an experienced and 
gifted athlete. There is concern about a medical 
condition with his back, but it appears he has 
been cleared to everyone's satisfaction. He has a 


2nd round 


fe OFFENSIVE TACKLES 


second-round grade but could be drafted as high 
as mid-to-late Round 1. FINAL GRADE: 7.9 


4, Eric Winston, Miami 

6-634 302 5.10 

NFL comparison: Jordan Gross, Panthers 
Strengths: Plays with balance and shows great 
body control. Is physical and plays with a mean 
streak. Takes solid angles and consistently hits 
moving targets. Rarely gets beat by someone com- 
ing around the corner. Has long arms and strong 
hands to create separation. A natural knee bender, 
he possesses exceptional feet. Has enough upper- 
body strength to create leverage. 

Weaknesses: His range and leg drive are question- 
able after he showed signs of a decline in play in 
‘05. Mobility is an issue because of a torn knee lig- 
ament suffered in '04. Needs to improve his hand 
placement. Doesn't show the explosiveness to 
drive back opponents. Needs to work on his base 
to anchor better against bull rushes. 

Bottom line: Winston converted from tight end to 
offensive tackle in ‘03 and was developing into a 
dominant player at the position until he suffered 
a season-ending knee injury in ‘04. He must con- 
tinue to develop physically, polish his protection 
technique and prove he is healthy during work- 
outs leading up to the draft. Winston is a project- 
ed second-rounder who has first-round potential. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.4 


5. Jeremy Trueblood, Boston College 
6-777 316 5.22 

NFL comparison: Luke Petitgout, Giants 
Strengths: Works well going forward. Is especially 
quick in run blocking; locks on and sustains 
blocks. Has a daunting reach (34'% inches) and 
huge hands (10'%-inch span). Shows a nice first 
step and takes solid angles. Plays with a solid base 
and can engulf defenders. Settles well in protec- 
tion and stays under control. 

Weaknesses: Must improve his technique. Must 


2nd round 


3rd round 


—») 2-MAINUTE DRE&LL with Marcus McNeill 


mother and father. You know, they've been feeding me all these years. I'm 
pretty sure | owe them a few million dollars. 
The best way to get in an opponent's head: The stare-down. 
Walking onto the field, | try and walk on their side of the 
line of scrimmage and look at them dead in the eyes. 
You've got guys that look to the ground or look to their 


players. You know they're looking for help from 

somewhere, and you pretty much know you've 

got them. 

The biggest misconception people 
have about me: | might be labeled 
as all play, no work, But if anybody 
ever came to see me work out or 
play a football game, they'd 
know it was a totally different 
mentality. 

This time next year, people will be 

saying: He's all that we thought he 
was going to be and more. 
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| On the rise 
Winston Justice, USC 

| Is an early entrant who still has 
much to learn. Has excelled in a 


pro-style offense and is impressing 
scouts. 


On the decline 

Jeremy Trueblood, Boston College 
Has outstanding size, but there 
are concerns about his athleticism 
and technique. 


Sleeper 

Daryn Colledge, Boise State 
Is raw but athletic. Has 
outstanding potential and the 
work ethic to reach it. 


| Unrealized potential 
Jonathan Scott, Texas 

| Has the size and the tools but 

| needs to refine his game and play 


| 


| with more of a mean streak. 


Biggest risk 

Marcus McNeill, Auburn 

Is huge with excellent athleticism. 
Concerns exist about his 
conditioning, inconsistent effort 
and a back injury. 


learn to play with better knee bend and leverage. 
Plays high and lets defenders get under his pads. 
Struggles against quicker defensive ends and 
sometimes has problems against bull rushes. 
Needs to improve his hand usage in protection. 
Isn't the best at moving laterally. Lacks ideal body 
control in the open field; struggles to redirect. 
Bottom line: Trueblood has the size and quick- 
ness to play right away in the NFL but would 
benefit from time to develop behind a veteran. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.6 


6. Ryan O'Callaghan, California 
6-6'/% 347 5.35 

NFL comparison: Jon Runyan 
Strengths: Has the height and bulk to engulf 
defenders. Displays a strong lower body as a maul- 
ing run blocker. His hands are strong and huge; 
has a giant wingspan. Gets solid hand position, 
locks on well, drives back defenders and wins most 
battles. Sets quickly in pass protection; plays with 
leverage and balance. |s a fast learner and has 
made significant progress, 

Weaknesses: Has played with injuries for most of 
his career; durability is a major issue. Lacks an 
explosive first step; doesn't show the mobility or 
speed to get to the linebacker level. Struggles in 
the open field. 

Bottom line: Although O'Callaghan continues to 
improve, injuries have slowed his development 
and led to inconsistent play. Still, he is a nice 
prospect and has the size, desire and smarts to 
develop into a solid right tackle—if he stays 
healthy. FINAL GRADE: 6.4 


3rd round 
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7. Jonathan Scott, Texas 


6-6'% 310 5.30 


3rd round 
NFL comparison: Levi Jones, Bengals 

Strengths: Has all the right tools: is big, strong 
and athletic. Excels at using his feet to set up in 
pass protection. Has an exceptionally strong upper 
body and delivers solid initial pop. Uses his long 
arms to ride off defenders. Has the quickness and 
power to get to linebackers. Is smart and durable 
and has great character. 

Weaknesses: Must refine his technique; he some- 
times overextends. Must improve recognition of 
blitzes. Would benefit from being more aggressive 
to finish blocks. Sometimes bends at the waist 
and leans a bit. Has trouble changing direction. 
Bottom line: Scott has the prototypical size, skills 
and experience to be an anchor at left or right 
tackle, He continued to develop as a senior and 
became a more complete player. He isn't among 
the elite in a deep tackle class but is a good third- 
round value. FINAL GRADE: 6.3 


8. Daryn Colledge, Boise State 
6-4 295 4.93 

NFL comparison: Matt Light, Patriots 
Strengths: Has the quick feet, balance and knee 
bend to excel in pass protection. Takes solid 
angles and uses his speed and reach to execute 
blocks downfield. Plays with superb technique; 
always is in great position. Shows all the intangi- 
bles: Plays with a mean streak, plays hard to the 
whistle and has a great work ethic. Leads well on 
the line. 


3rd round 


Weaknesses: Must add bulk 
and become stronger to 
anchor and play with better 
leverage against larger NFL 
defensive linemen. Doesn't 
create a new line of scrim- 
mage. Level of competition in 
college is a concern. 

Bottom line: Colledge is raw 
and lacks experience but 
shows the kind of potential 
that gets NFL offensive line 
coaches excited. In college, he 
showed steady improvement 
as a pass protector and run 
blocker. If Colledge impresses 
in postseason workouts, he 
could be a late Day 1 pick. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.2 


9, Andrew Whitworth, LSU 
6-6% 328 5.30 4th round 
Strengths: Has a thick frame 
and muscular arms. Is massive 
and overpowering and plays 
with a mean streak. Takes 
solid angles into run blocks. 
Gets to the point of attack 
quickly. Packs the initial 
punch to stun defenders. 
Explodes upon collision and 
moves piles. Finishes blocks. 
Sets up well in pass protec- 
tion. Has a strong enough 
upper body to ride off defenders. 

Weaknesses: Lacks agility and has difficulty 
moving laterally. Plays too upright in pass pro- 
tection; struggles to recover against quicker pass 
rushers. Needs to play with better leverage and 
balance, Has trouble against smaller defenders 
in the open field. Doesn't always reach the line- 
backer level. 

Bottom line: Whitworth was solid and durable for 
a strong team in a top conference. He started at 
left tackle for LSU but likely will be moved to the 
right side in the NFL. If he impresses during work- 
outs, he has a chance to sneak off the board on 
Day 1, FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


10. Taitusi Lutui, USC 

6-5 370 5,50 4th round 
Strengths: Uses his massive frame well; rarely 
loses his balance once locked on to an opponent. 
Anchors well against bigger, stronger pass rushers. 
Holds up nicely in pass protection; can mirror and 
slide if set properly. Has surprising short-area 
agility. Has great potential. 

Weaknesses: Must lose weight; the excess bulk 
shows in his marginal speed and mobility and lack 
of open-field effectiveness. Has trouble with shift- 
ing speed and blocking downfield. Overextends 
and lunges, 

Bottom line: Lutui is durable and has experience 
in a high-profile NFL-style program. He must get 
his weight under control, but he could become an 
NFL starter. He projects as an early-to-mid Day 2 
prospect. FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


JOHN CORDES FOR TSN 


I, Troy Reddick, Auburn 

6-4 317 5.68 4th round 
Strengths: Is aggressive, smart and versatile. 
Displays strong hands to lock on and finishes 
blocks, Plays with solid leverage. Bends knees in 
pass protection and doesn't overextend. Has the 
size and strength to anchor against bull rushers. 
Plays low. Picks up blitzes and adjusts well. 
Weaknesses: Doesn't pack a big initial punch to 
knock back defenders. Has trouble getting set 
against quicker edge rushers. Can't reach moving 
targets at the linebacker level. Struggles to change 
direction and against opponents’ double moves. 
Bottom line: Reddick started at guard as a sopho- 
more and has played tackle since. What he lacks in 
athleticism, he makes up for with heart and 
smarts. That makes him a nice value in the fourth 
or fifth round. FINAL GRADE; 5.5 


12. E.J. Whitley, Texas Tech 

6-4 300 5,25 5th round 
Strengths: Has started at every offensive line 
position. ls consistent and works hard. Plays with 
a wide base. Gets into position and sustains 
blocks. Sets quickly and rides rushers outside. Gets 
nice knee bend in pass protection. Has decent 
lower-body strength and holds his ground against 
bull rushers, 

Weaknesses: Needs to be more aggressive and 
nasty. Doesn't dominate at the point of attack. 
Lacks range and doesnt always reach moving tar- 
gets at the linebacker level. Struggles to change 
direction. Has problems recognizing blitzes. Would 
benefit from adding bulk. 

Bottom line: Whitley's versatility makes him an 
attractive prospect, but his inexperience in run 
blocking leaves him off most first-day boards, 
FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


13. Zach Strief, Northwestern 

6-7 350 5.40 5th round 
Strengths: Has the size to swallow up defenders 
at the point of attack. Is a blue-collar player with 
potential. Has steadily improved as a run blocker. 


Bs 


— 


My breakthrough constantly have to improve Chris Tucker, Bernie Mac. They 
moment as a college every aspect of your mention things that make 
player: My first game, game. you go, “Hey, that's a 
against Colorado State.!came = My friends funny dude.” 

out and showed that | could starton would The NFL player | 
a team like this. | didn't have doubts _— describe my can't wait to face 
| could do it, but | had anxiety. When _ personality off against: 
| was able to go out there and hold as: 
my own, it gave me a lot of| Humorous. ing to get me in 
confidence. I'm a come- trouble, aren't 
My opponents would say the best dy guy. ... | you? ... There are 
aspect of my game is: Maybe my like to do a lot of great 


quickness. As a lineman, you have to 
react quickly. 

The part of my game that will need 
the most work in the NFL: My pass 
protection and run blocking. You 


some imperson- 
ations. | can't say 
who | can do, | don't 
want to get in trouble. | 

like Dave Chappelle, Chris Rock, 


Plays with leverage and holds up well against bull 
rushers. Shows leadership, work ethic, character, 
spirit and discipline. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal athleticism. Doesn't pack 
the explosive punch to knock back defenders. 
Lacks ideal strength and power. Will be tested 
against elite NFL edge rushers. Must develop 
stronger hands and lower body. 

Bottom line: Strief was one of the Big Tens best 
tackles, but he lacks the skills to play left tackle in 
the NFL. His effort could help him win a starting 
job on the right side. FINAL GRADE: 5.3 


14, Brad Butler, Virginia 

6-7% 303 5.30 6th round 
Strengths: Takes solid angles and finishes blocks. 
Has a wide wingspan; can drive defenders out on 
wide arcs. Is tough and nasty; plays hard on every 
down. Moves well laterally and can mirror and 
slide. Sets up quickly and gets into position. 
Weaknesses: Plays too high and doesn't get solid 
leverage. Drives his legs but must become 
stronger in his lower body. Struggles to hit moving 
targets at the linebacker level. Is not a natural 
knee bender. Struggles to anchor against bul! 
rushers. 

Bottom line: Butler needs polish and technique 
work but should develop into a solid NFL player. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.8 


15. Rashad Butler, Miami 

6-5 290 5.20 7th round 
Strengths: Can adjust at the linebacker level to 
hit moving targets. Is effective at pulling and 
trapping. Has the quickness and mobility to drive 
off edge rushers. Changes direction well and 
adjusts to inside moves. 

Weaknesses: Must add bulk and strengthen his 
lower body to stick in the NFL. Isn't strong enough 
in his upper body to knock back defenders. Past 
ankle injury raises minor durability concerns. 
Bottom line: Butler's explosiveness and discipline 
make him an appealing prospect. He is worthy of a 
late-round pick. FINAL GRADE: 4.3 


sv 's year-round draft analysis: warroom.sportingnews.com 


athletes in the NFL, 
and when that time 
comes, I'll handle them. 
But I'm not going to put myself 
out there like that right now. No, sir. 


e| OFFENSIVE TACKLES 


16. Joe Toledo, Washington 

6-5’ 321 5.40 7th round 
Strengths: Gets to the linebacker level to hit 
moving targets as a run blocker. Sets well in 
pass protection. Works hard and continues to 
improve. 

Weaknesses: Must use his hands and feet better 
to improve punch and explosiveness. Must work on 
lower body strength. Has trouble picking up 
blitzes. 

Bottom line: Toledo was a tight end before making 
the move to tackle as a senior and then missed 
five games because of a bad back. He is a develop- 
mental prospect who needs significant work and 
coaching. FINAL GRADE: 4.2 


17. Michael Toudouze, TCU 

6-5% 307 5.29 7th round 
Strengths: Excels at run blocking and has impres- 
sive body strength. Fights with a solid initial 
punch and the power to drive back defenders. 
Uses his long arms well to maintain separation in 
pass protection. Plays with leverage and balance. 
Weaknesses: Was a backup for most of his college 
career. His technique needs work. 

Bottom line: Toudouze improved nicely as a sen- 
ior starter but lacks the ideal athleticism to be an 
NFL left tackle and might be moved inside. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


18. Jimmy Martin, Virginia Tech 

6-4% 302 5.16 7th round 
Strengths: Shows a quick first step to get into 
position. Has the quickness and agility to adjust 
and hit moving targets as a run blocker. Sets up 
quickly in pass protection. Can redirect quickly 
against double moves. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't pack a great initial punch; 
can't knock back defenders. Struggles to push 
piles. Has trouble holding his ground at the point 
of attack and against bull rushers. 

Bottom line: Martin is a developmental project 
who must become stronger and more physical with 
his style of play. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


®) 2-MINUTE DRILL with D'Brickashaw Ferguson 


When | score my first NFL 
touchdown: Oh, I'm going to spike 
the ball, man. Do a little dance. I'm 
going to do something, man. That's 
every lineman's dream, to score a 
touchdown. Pick up a fumble, run to 
the house, break a few tackles on the 


You're just try- way. 


The first thing I'll buy after | sign 
my contract: |'l! probably get 
something to eat. Maybe some 
Ensure to help me gain weight. | 
don't need a car. My car is doing 
well. | have a 2002 Ford Taurus 
with 80,000 miles. It's a top-of- 
the-line vehicle. It’s a family vehicle 
that fits the big man. 
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Best pass blocker 
D'Brickashaw Ferguson, Virginia 
Has outstanding athleticism and a 
huge wingspan. Almost never lets 2 
defender get to the quarterback. 


Best run blocker 
Marcus McNeill, Auburn 

Has the speed to get to the 
linebacker level and can dominate 
defenders with his size. 


Most athletic 

Eric Winston, Miami 

A converted tight end who has rare 
natural athleticism, especially for a 
player of his height and size. 


Weight room strength 
Andrew Whitworth, LSU 

Uses his strength on the field to 
knock back defenders and move 
piles. 


Most versatile 

Troy Reddick, Auburn 

Has experience at guard and the 
intelligence and skills to play 
tackle or guard. 


19. Paul McQuistan, Weber State 

6-5’ 307 5.25 Tth round 
Strengths: |s strong and aggressive; packs a pow- 
erful initial punch. Works hard to finish blocks 
with a nasty flurry. Locks on well and can engulf 
defenders. Shows the strength and technique to 
handle bull rushers. 

Weaknesses: Continues to improve his technique 
but still plays a bit upright and sometimes loses 
leverage. Will struggle against quick NFL edge 
rushers. 

Bottom line: McQuistan is on the draft radar as a 
right tackle after a standout senior season. He is 2 
prospect who has upside because he responds well 
to coaching. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


20. Dennis Roland, Georgia 

6-9'% 303 5.00 7th round 
Strengths: Takes solid angles as a run blocker; 

can get out on linebackers. Wins battles with 
large, strong hands. Is imposing in pass protec- 
tion. Shows consistent hand placement. Is bright 
and a quick learner. Always plays hard. 
Weaknesses: Has added bulk but must add more. 
Lacks the strong punch to knock back defenders. 
Plays upright and doesn't naturally bend knees. 
Struggles against speedy edge rushers. Has trou- 
ble redirecting inside. 

Bottom line: Roland projects as a right tackle and 
might be drafted because of his size and potential. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


21. Jabari Levey, South Carolina 
6-5 310 5.30 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Uses his wingspan and explosive 
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punch to knock defenders off course. Possesses a 
mean streak and plays to the whistle. Can drive 
defenders off the line of scrimmage. Takes solid 
angles into run blocks. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal speed and athleticism. 
Must work on his balance and get better at the 
point of attack. Tends to lunge. Must improve his 
conditioning. 

Bottom line: Levey’s versatility should allow him 
to move to right tackle, but he struggles in pass 
protection and must become more mobile. He'll 
push to make a roster. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


22. Seppo Evwaraye, Nebraska 

6-5 325 5.10 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s tough and physical and has a quick 
initial step. Finishes blocks at the linebacker level. 
Plays with a mean streak; outplays and overpow- 
ers defenders. Can ride off edge rushers and redi- 
rect to the inside. Holds his ground against bull 
rushers, 

Weaknesses: Past foot and shoulder injuries raise 
durability concerns. Must improve his technique, 
leverage, footwork and hand usage. Doesn't read 
blitzes well. 

Bottom line: Evwaraye is a converted 

defensive tackle who still is learning the 
position and must refine his physical skills. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


23. Jami Hightower, Texas A&M 

6-3 364 5.21 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Works effectively as a run blocker by 
knocking defenders off course and using second- 
gear speed. Has the leg drive to push piles. Uses 
quickness to win one-on-one battles in pass pro- 
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tection. Has great character. 

Weaknesses: Durability is a big concern because 
of past ankle and shoulder injuries. Lacks ideal 
athleticism and needs to keep his weight under 
control. Tends to wear down late in games. 
Bottom line: Hightower was a reserve left tackle 
as a senior but has the physical tools to play right 
tackle or guard. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


24. Albert Toeaina, Tennessee 

6-474 338 5.35 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Can engulf defenders as a run blocker. 
Uses his body and wingspan to work well in pass 
protection. Wins most battles with brute strength. 
Holds his ground against bull rushers, 
Weaknesses; His footwork and hand placement 
show lack of skill. Needs to improve his first step 
and attack angle in run blocking. Must show better 
balance and quickness in pass protection. 

Bottom line: Toeaina started at right tackle as a 
senior but is short on high-level experience after 
transferring from junior college. His size and 
strength are appealing. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


25. Travis Leffew, Louisville 

6-374 302 5.22 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is durable, smart and experienced. 
Has strong intangibles as an aggressive over- 
achiever. Shows grit and nastiness, especially as 
a run blocker. Places his hands well and locks 
on. Packs the initial punch to knock back 
defenders. Uses solid angles of attack. Has a 
strong upper body. 

Weaknesses: Has limited speed, mobility, quick- 
ness and lateral movement. Will struggle to han- 
dle elite pass rushers and reach linebackers. 
Bottom line: Leffew could be moved to guard or 
center. He has potential as a versatile reserve. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


26. Ryan Gibbons, Northeastern 

6-6 325 5.30 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has a strong enough lower body to drive 
back defenders and push piles. Works hard and has 
steadily developed his game. Plays with a mean 
streak. Uses wingspan to force defenders wide. 
Weaknesses: Shows limited mobility. Sometimes 
bends at the waist. Must improve his technique. 
Sometimes struggles to get back inside against 
double moves. Division |-AA background is a 
concern. 

Bottom line: Gibbons is a free-agent prospect 

as a developmental right tackle or guard. 

FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


27. Mark LeVoir, Notre Dame 

6-6% 324 5.45 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s versatile; also has played tight end 
and guard. Plays with a solid base and has great 
leg strength to anchor and hold against bull rush- 
ers. Has improved his technique in pass protection. 
Weaknesses: Struggles to hit moving targets at 
the linebacker level. Must play with better balance 
and leverage. Sometimes overextends and strug- 
gles to redirect. Needs to be more aggressive and 
develop a mean streak. 

Bottom line: LeVoir has enough potential as a 
backup right tackle to get a look as a free agent. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


GUARDS 


his position often is devalued in 

the draft because many NFL 

guards are converted college 
tackles and even centers. The 06 guard 
class doesn't include a sure first-rounder, 
and no more than four guards are expected 
to come off the board on Day 1. But there 
appears to be depth in this class, with 
as many as 10 guards projected as 
Day 2 selections. 

Georgia's Max Jean-Gilles is 
a massive road grader who 
might have the ability to start 
right away. He raised concerns 
among some scouts when he 
stepped onto the scale at the 
Senior Bow! and weighed 360 
pounds, but he eliminated all doubts 
with his play during the week. He's an 
excellent athlete who moves well for his 
size and is an overwhelming force in the 
running game. He has a high second-round 
grade, but a team probably will pluck him 
in the first round. 

Oklahoma's Davin Joseph has great 
quickness and mobility, strengths that will 
serve him well at the next level, where 
guards are required to pull, trap and move 
out to the second level of the defense. 
With improved technique, he can be an 
impact player. Others to watch on Day 1 
include Ohio State’s Rob Sims, who could 
play guard or tackle, and Pitt's Charles 
Spencer, a former defensive tackle who 
also played offensive tackle. He possesses 
a unique combination of quickness and 
power but lacks experience. 
“Denotes underclassman 


Reauirements 


40 
NFL optimum 6-4 330 5.00 


NFL minimum _ 6-1 285 5.45 
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Although guards still must have enough athletic \ 


ability to reach linebackers in the running game 
and handle quicker defensive tackles in the 
passing game, teams don't pull their guards as 
much as they once did. Most teams use a 4-3 
defensive alignment with massive, run-stuffing 
tackles in the middle. So, teams want guards who 


have the size and strength to match up against Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
those huge defensive tackles. y 5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0-Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 
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How GUARDS are graded Initial quickness: Comes off the ball, feet, beats defensive lineman. Run blocking: Leverage, control, 
balance. Pass blocking: Feet, setup, mirrors, adjusts in space. Pulls and traps: Hits moving targets, adjusts in space. Use of hands: Gets 
separation, keeps defensive lineman off, leverage. Strength: Leverage, moves the pile, can anchor. Explosion: Finishes block, plays low, has pop. 


1, Max Jean-Gilles, Georgia 

6-3 360 5.45 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Edwin Mulitalo, Ravens 
Strengths: Shows initial quickness and nice foot- 
work. Gets leverage after the snap. Takes solid 
angles to defenders and displays initial power. 
Consistently gets into position. Plays with balance 
and body control in the open field. Has a wide 
wingspan and uses his hands well. Sets up quickly. 
Mirrors and slides well with pass rushers. Bends 
his knees well and shows lateral quickness. Plays 
with strength and leverage; is tough to overpower. 
Holds his ground against bull rushers, 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite athleticism and needs 
to sharpen his technique. Has trouble consistent- 
ly reaching linebackers and safeties. Must 
become faster, Conditioning and stamina are 
concerns; his weight fluctuates. Can be late on 
pulls and traps. 

Bottom line: Jean-Gilles has outstanding physical 
tools and can dominate defenders, but his weight 
is a concern. He has a second-round grade but 
likely will be drafted in the first round by a power 
running team, FINAL GRADE: 7.9 


2nd round 


2. Davin Joseph, Oklahoma 

6-24 304 5.15 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Vince Manuwai, Jaguars 
Strengths: Shows outstanding initial quickness and 
rarely loses a one-on-one matchup. Gets leverage 
quickly after the snap and plays with great body 
control. Plays with a mean streak and finishes 
blocks. Excels at knocking back defenders with his 
hand punch, Pulls and traps well, Consistently hits 
moving targets at the linebacker level. Shows natu- 
ral knee bend and slides smoothly into sets. Has 
long arms. Mirrors and slides well with pass rushers. 
Weaknesses: Has a wide body, but his height and 
bulk are only adequate. Must improve his footwork 
but moves swiftly in the open field. Must improve 
his blitz recognition. 

Bottom line: Joseph is a hard worker and contin- 
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ues to improve. He is fundamentally sound and 
has the potential to start as a rookie. Expect him 
to be drafted in the middle of the second round. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.5 


3. Rob Sims, Ohio State 

6-2’ 321 5.25 

NFL comparison: Chris Villarrial, Bills 
Strengths: Shows sound blitz and stunt aware- 
ness. Has quick feet and strong hands; shows ade- 
quate technique in pass protection. Works hard to 
finish blocks, Understands how to play angles. 
Overwhelms smaller defenders 
with his wide body. 
Weaknesses; Is neither agile 
nor in good shape. Works less 
effectively in the open field. 
Doesn't overwhelm defenders at 
the point of attack; can’t knock 
them back. 

Bottom line: Sims is versatile, 
having played tackle and guard 
in college, but he still needs to 
develop power and explosive- 
ness. Concerns about his height 
and unrealized potential could 
cause him to slide in the draft, 
he has the skills to become a starter in the future. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.1 


4, Charles Spencer, Pitt 

6-4% 338 5.15 

NFL comparison: Zach Piller, Titans 
Strengths: Has a nice combination of size and 
explosiveness. Quickly gets downfield to block 
linebackers and safeties. Shows quick footwork 
and extends arms well in pass protection. 
Delivers a powerful initial blow. |s athletic; can 
play in tight quarters and the open field. Works 
best as a run blocker. Is versatile and has a big 
upside. 

Weaknesses: Is raw because of limited experi- 
ence. Moved from defensive tackle as a junior. A 


3rd round 


3rd round 
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shoulder injury in '04 raises a minor durability 
issue. Needs to become a more dominant run 
blocker at the point of attack. Must develop bet- 
ter awareness. 

Bottom line: Spencer has excelled in his transition 
to offense and continues to improve. His strong 
week of workouts at the Senior Bowl likely elevated 
him to Day 1 consideration. FINAL GRADE: 6.0 


5. Kevin Boothe, Cornell 

6-42 312 5.40 4th round 
Strengths: Has huge hands and long arms. Is an 
aggressive, powerful run block- 
er. Packs a powerful hand 
punch to knock back defend- 
ers. Is quick and agile. Moves 
well laterally and bends his 
knees naturally. Holds his 
ground against bull rushers. Is 
smart and works hard. 
Weaknesses: Durability is the 
main concern; he had multiple 
ankle and hand injuries in 
high school and college. Lacks 
experience against elite com- 
petition. Has marginal speed; 
could struggle to reach NFL 
linebackers and safeties. 

Bottom line: Boothe moved to left tackle as a sen- 
ior but will shift back to guard in the NFL. He has 
shown significant improvement in his strength and 
conditioning and has proved to be a tough com- 
petitor. He could slip into Day 1 if he is impressive 
during workouts, FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


6. Adam Stenavich, Michigan 

6-3%% 315 5.30 4th round 
Strengths: Is well-built and compact with well- 
distributed body mass. Shows great body control 
and balance. Shows impressive quickness and 
footwork. Is efficient in pass protection. Gets set 
quickly and bends his knees well. Has a powerful 
upper body. Takes great angles toward defenders. 


272 2-MINUTE DRILL with Davin Joseph 


The NFL player | can't wait to face off against: 
Ex-teammate Tommie Harris. We're good friends. 
It was a lot of fun playing against him in 
practice. | used to do pretty well. You know 
how defense loves to cheat, and 
Tommie's a pretty sharp guy, so 
they used to cheat their butts off 
every damn practice. They 
already knew what we were 
running, but it used to be so 
funny just trying to block him. 
The first thing I'll buy after | 
sign my contract: | won't really 
be buying anything, but | plan 
on clearing all my parents’ 
debts as far as credit cards 
and house payments and 
everything. | plan on getting 
rid of all that stuff for them. 


A H My favorite moment as a college player: Adrian Peterson, he's 


Sa one of my all-time favorite players. Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma 
= State, 2004. 80-yard run. This was his freshman year. That was one 
of the greatest run plays I’ve ever seen him have, as far as power, speed, 

the total package. | didn’t even spring him. He sprung himself on 
that one. 
My opponents would say the best thing | do is: Run block. 
I'm better than most guards because: | have the total 
package—power, speed, smarts, instinct. 
The part of my game that will need the most work in the NFL: 
Pass pro. We did a lot of pass pro, but most teams in the NFL 
will pass more than we did at Oklahoma. 
My friends would describe my personality as: Very laid- 
back. 
The NFL player | am most like: A guy | used to watch a 
lot and really try to mimic is Ruben Brown, a guard from 
Buffalo (now with the Bears). Pro Bowler. A really good 
athlete. Heck of a player. I've tried to act like him, but | 
don't know if | do it as well as he does. 
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Weaknesses: Lacks the lower-body strength and 
size to engulf defenders at the point of attack. 
Struggles with run blocking against big defensive 
linemen. 

Bottom line: Stenavich has great experience at 
left tackle but probably will switch to guard or 
right tackle because of his lack of size and athleti- 
cism. Versatility will help his draft stock, and 
teams might consider him at tackle. He should be 
drafted early on Day 2. FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


7, Mark Setterstrom, Minnesota 

6-3% 313 5.43 4th round 
Strengths: Has a strong upper body. Is a striker. 
Takes great angles toward defenders. Gets set 
quickly in pass protection. Picks up blitzes and 
changes direction well. Is durable and experi- 
enced. Shows athleticism and upside. 
Weaknesses: |s undersized and might not have 
the frame to add bulk. Lacks explosiveness. Must 
improve his blocking techniques. Struggles to hold 
his ground against bull rushers. 

Bottom line: Setterstrom has enough upper-body 
strength to be an average NFL pass protector, but 
he won't be effective in a power running game. His 
lack of bulk and strength could limit him to a 
reserve role. FINAL GRADE: 5.5 


8. Tony Tella, Miami 

6-5 295 5.20 5th round 
Strengths: Is tall and has a nice frame. Shows 
deceptive quickness and athleticism. Sustains 
blocks and uses his long arms to maintain separa- 
tion. Shows awareness and toughness. Gets into 
position well. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal strength and bulk. 
Struggles one-on-one as a run blocker and has 
problems holding his ground against bull rushers. 
Must improve his mobility in the running game 
and hand placement in pass protection. 

Bottom line: Tella works hard and has the right 
skills but lacks experience. With added bulk, he 
could become a starter. FINAL GRADE: 5.3 


9. Jahri Evans, Bloomsburg 

6-4% 329 5.23 5th round 
Strengths: Has ideal size, large wingspan and a 
wide body. Is versatile; could play guard or tackle. 
Has great lower-body power. Is an overwhelming 
run blocker at the point of attack. Holds his 
ground against the strongest of bull rushers. 
Weaknesses: Is raw. Shows questionable ability to 
understand and recognize stunts and blitzes. 
Lacks explosive upper-body strength. Lacks mobili- 
ty; struggles to reach linebackers and safeties. 
Bottom line: Evans is durable, continues to 
improve and has the body to play guard. He now 
must learn technique and improve his skills 
against a much higher level of competition. 
Because Evans is likely to have trouble with com- 
plex defenses early in his career, he is a mid-Day 2 
project. FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


10. Matt Lentz, Michigan 

6-6 316 5.10 6th round 
Strengths: Is big and tall and has a great frame. 
Is tough and mean. Has the strength to win one- 
on-one battles. Uses his upper-body strength and 
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long arms to control most pass rushers. Gets set 
quickly in pass protection. Holds his ground 
against bull rushers. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't move well laterally. Tends to 
play upright and stiff. Sometimes overextends his 
upper body and gets off-balance; must improve 
his positioning and leverage. Lacks ideal bulk. 
Needs to strengthen his lower body. 

Bottom line: Lentz lacks any elite physical tools. He 
projects as a backup guard and a late Day 2 selec- 
tion. FINAL GRADE: 4.9 


1, Rob Smith, Tennessee* 

6-4 306 5,20 6th round 
Strengths: Is tough and shows a nasty streak. Is a 
technically sound and efficient blocker. Uses his 
bulk and strength well at the point of attack. Gets 
in sound position when run blocking. Shows a 
strong lower body and finishes blocks. Packs initial 
pop and shows nice footwork in pass protection. 
Plays with balance. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite athleticism. Is likely to 
struggle against quicker and faster defensive line- 
men. Still is a bit raw; must improve his tech- 
nique. Has minor durability concerns. 

Bottom line: Smith needs time to develop but has 
the potential to be a solid guard. Expect him to be 
selected in Round 6 or 7. FINAL GRADE: 4.8 


12. Robin Meadow, Washington 

6-5% 306 5.20 6th round 
Strengths: Gets into position well when run 
blocking. Drives his legs and finishes blocks. 
Consistently reaches linebackers and hits moving 
targets. Changes direction well, Gets set quickly in 
pass protection. Mirrors and slides well. Has the 
versatility to play tackle. 

Weaknesses: Must add bulk and strengthen his 
upper body. Doesn't consistently bend his knees 
and get leverage. Sometimes struggles to hold his 
ground against bull rushers. Must improve his 
technique. Durability is a concern because of an 
‘03 knee injury. 

Bottom line: Meadow has NFL size and lower-body 


On the rise 

Charles Spencer, Pitt 

Is a former defensive lineman who made the 
move to guard as a junior and has excelled. 
Had a strong Senior Bowl week. 


On the decline 

Rob Sims, Ohio State 

Never has become the dominant player he was 
thought to be, and there are concerns about his 
work ethic and size. 


Sleeper 

Kevin Boothe, Cornell 

Is a smart, natural athlete, Works hard to 
improve but hasn't played against big-time 
competition. 

Unrealized potential 

Will Allen, Texas 

Has a nice combination of size, athleticism and 
quickness but has been hampered by injuries. 


strength, and his versatility is intriguing. With 
improved technique, he could be a solid player. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.6 


13. Chris Kuper, North Dakota 

6-4 310 5.15 7th round 
Strengths: Shows leverage and power when run 
blocking. Consistently gets to the linebacker 
level and hits moving targets. Works well when 
pulling and trapping. Can knock back defenders. 
Gets set quickly in pass protection. Mirrors and 
slides well. 

Weaknesses: Hasn't faced elite competition. Must 
strengthen lower body; could struggle against NFL 
bull rushers. Isn't overwhelming at the point of 
attack, Shows inconsistent technique and must 
improve footwork. 

Bottom line: Kuper needs a year or two to develop 
but could turn out to be a Day 2 steal. FINAL 
GRADE: 4.2 


14. Fred Matua, USC* 

6-2 305 5.23 Tth round 
Strengths: Shows nice footwork and blocks effi- 
ciently. Gets aggressive in the running game and 
moves well laterally in tight spaces. Maintains 
nice separation in pass protection. Drops his hips 
well to stuff bull rushers. 

Weaknesses: Shows more flair than substance. 
Has trouble blocking quicker and faster defensive 
ends. |s willing to pull but tends to miss defenders 
in the open field. 

Bottom line: Matua shouldn't be coming out early. 
He benefited from having great players around 
him and has much to prove. FINAL GRADE; 4.0 


15. Will Allen, Texas 

6-4%% 318 5.25 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows quickness and a nice first step. 
Sinks his hips and plays with leverage and balance 
against bull rushers. Finishes run blocks and can 
reach linebackers. Excels in pass protection. 
Weaknesses: Has durability concerns after miss- 
ing time in '03 and '04 because of knee and 


thumb injuries. Can be inconsistent and take poor 
angles into blocks. Lacks the explosiveness to 
deliver an initial hand punch. 

Bottom line: Allen is an intelligent prospect with 
the versatility to play center. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


16. Cody Douglas, Tennessee 
6-4%% 317 5.30 

Strengths: Offers great versatility and experience. 
\s big, strong and powerful. Drives defensive tack- 


les off the line as a run blocker. Shows sound tech- 


nique and leverage. Plays with balance and body 
control. Shows a quick first step. 
Weaknesses: Shows limited athleticism. Struggles 


to reach linebackers. Durability is a minor concern. 


Lacks range and has trouble with blocking in the 
open field. 

Bottom line: Douglas is a smart player and has 
the potential to be a backup at guard or tackle. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


17. Kelvin Chaisson, Oklahoma 
6-3 300 5.35 
Strengths: Has the lower-body strength to drive 
back defenders. Plays with a mean streak and 
sustains blocks well. Has the bulk and 

strength to overpower defenders. Also can play 
center. 

Weaknesses: Must improve his quickness and 
technique, especially getting set in pass pro- 
tection. Bends too often at the waist and 

doesn't always play with leverage. Can be a 
liability in pass protection against quick, one- 
gap defensive tackles, 

Bottom line: Chaisson is limited by a lack of 
athleticism but could become a solid backup. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


18. Aldo De La Garza, Texas A&M 

6-2'% 303 5.27 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Maintains steady balance and 
naturally bends at the knees to get leverage. 
Shows blitz and stunt awareness. Defenders 
struggle to get around his big frame. Is quick 
off the snap. Gets set quickly in pass 
protection. 

Weaknesses: Lacks athleticism and speed; 
sometimes struggles to stay on his feet. 
Lunges too often and misses in the open field. 
Doesn't consistently block linebackers. Can't 
engulf defenders. 

Bottom line: De La Garza lost his starting job 
early in'05 and finished his senior season as a 
backup. His play lacks aggressiveness and 
consistency. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


19. Jason Murphy, Virginia Tech 

6-2% 301 5.04 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Packs power at the point of attack 
and plays with a mean streak. Finishes blocks 
with a flurry. Is quick and agile inside; moves 
well laterally. Adjusts well to moving targets at 
the linebacker level. Gets set quickly in pass 
protection. 

Weaknesses: Lacks experience at guard after con- 
verting from defensive tackle in 03. Must improve 
his footwork and take better angles into blocks. 
Doesn't hold his ground well against bull rushers. 


Priority free agent 


Priority free agent 


Best pass blocker 
Max Jean-Gilles, Georgia 
Has a huge wingspan and uses his hands well. 
Locks on and moves laterally with ease. 


Best run blocker 

Davin Joseph, Oklahoma 

Is a road grader who finishes his blocks with a 
mean flourish and has the speed to get to the 
linebacker level quickly. 


Most athletic 

Chris Kuper, North Dakota 

Has not seen big-time competition and his 
skills need polishing, but is an outstanding 
natural athlete. 


Weight room strength 
Charles Spencer, Pitt 

Has tremendous strength and a powerful 
initial punch. 


Most versatile 

Adam Stenavich, Michigan 

Lacks ideal size to be a tackle, his college 
position, but he has the experience to play 
right tackle or guard. 


Bottom line: Murphy showed great potential as a 
senior but must develop his raw skills to compete 


in the NFL. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


20. Tre’ Stallings, Mississippi 


6-3 315 5.30 


can play tackle. 


Weaknesses: Lacks explosiveness. Isn't physical 
and mean enough at the point of attack. Must 
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Priority free agent 
Strengths: Takes solid angles into blocks. Is con- 
sistent and reliable. Works best in tight spaces. 
Holds his ground against most bull rushers. Also 
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improve his leverage and footwork. Doesn't get set 
quickly in pass protection. Lacks the initial quick- 
ness to stuff faster defenders. 

Bottom line: Stallings lacks the athleticism and 
aggressiveness to play at a high level in the NFL. 
He is a long shot as a developmental project. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.95 


21. Jeromey Clary, Kansas State 

6-5 303 5.16 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Stays balanced and plays under con- 
trol. Bends his knees well and rarely overextends. 
Is great at forcing defenders wide with his long 
arms. Show great awareness in pass protection. 
Gets into position as a run blocker. 

Weaknesses: Struggles to mirror and slide with 
pass rushers. Must improve his ability to hit mov- 
ing targets. Lacks explosive initial pop; must 
improve his leg drive. 

Bottom line: Clary is not a great athlete and lacks 
the power to engulf defenders at the point of 
attack. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 
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CENTERS 


TT: group is highlighted by two 
talented players from the 

Big Ten, Ohio State's Nick 
Mangold and Minnesota's Greg Eslinger. 
Though Eslinger won most of the post- 
season honors, Mangold is winning over 
NFL scouts and will be the first center 
taken in the draft. 

Mangold has excellent size, 
plays physically, is smart and 
has an excellent work ethic. He 
had an outstanding week at 
the Senior Bowl, which might 
lead some teams to consider 
him late in the first round, 
although he grades out as an 
early second-round pick. 

Eslinger lacks Mangold's size but 
is more athletic. He is smart and 
technically sound, moves well and has 
experience playing in the zone-blocking 
scheme that is becoming popular in the 
NFL, an asset that could push him from an 
early third-round pick to late in the 
second round. 

Louisville's Jason Spitz has excellent 
size and played guard in college, but he 
lacks ideal athleticism and mobility. His 
ability to play center or guard will elevate 
his draft stock. Florida's Mike Degory 
needs to improve his strength and bulk 
but has the frame to add both. Degory 
and Spitz could be selected late on Day 1 
but more likely will go early in the fourth 
round. 

Boston College's Patrick Ross and 
California’s Marvin Philip are later picks 
who could develop into starters. 


matt rements 


NFL optimum 6-4 310 4.90 
NFL minimum 6-1 285 5.30 


Centers need the size and strength to handle bull 
tushets and to open running lanes against a nose 
tackle in a 3-4 or a defensive tackle in a 4-3. 
Because centers often are not covered by a 


lineman in a 4-3, they must be able to play in 
space; this requires the quickness to hit a moving 
linebacker without overextending in the running 
game and the ability to move laterally to help the 
guards in pass protection and blitz pickups. 
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2006 Has the 
CLASS GRADE 


1. Nick Mangold, Ohio State 

6-3% 297 4.96 (40 time) 

2nd round 

NFL comparison: Brad 

Meester, Jaguars 

Strengths: Is tough and scrap- 

py. Has a strong punch to 

knock back defenders. Has 

above-average upper- 

body strength and 

strong hands. 


power to 
maintain 
separation. 
Is fast 
iS enough to 
pull and trap. 
Reaches line- 
backers and 
safeties quickly and 
consistently. Takes sound 
angles to defenders. Gets set 
quickly in pass protection. 
Rarely gets beat by a quick 
defender. Mirrors and slides 
well with pass rushers. Bends 
his knees and plays with solid 
leverage. Fights to sustain 
blocks. Is smart. Does a nice 
job of recognizing stunts and 
blitzes and makes great line 
calls. 
Weaknesses: Must strengthen his lower body to 
handle big nose tackles on the bull rush. Must 
learn to stay low. Sometimes struggles to hit mov- 
ing targets. Must improve change-of-direction 
skills. 
Bottom line: Mangold has great experience and 
plenty of upside. He projects as an early second- 
round pick but could sneak into the bottom of the 
first round after his strong showing at the Senior 
Bowl. There is no question he will be the first 
center drafted, FINAL GRADE: 7.9 


2. Greg Eslinger, Minnesota 

6-2% 285 5.12 

NFL comparison: Tom Nalen, Broncos 
Strengths: Plays with outstanding technique. Uses 
his hands well to maintain separation from defend- 
ers, shows nice footwork and plays with solid lever- 
age. Shows a great first step after the snap and 
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3rd round 


takes great angles to defenders. Reaches lineback- 
ers and hits targets. Shows terrific awareness as a 
zone blocker. Shows above-average range and 
blitz/stunt awareness in pass protection. Is smart 
and understands how offenses work. Makes great 
line calls and helps players around him. 
Weaknesses: Must become stronger, especially in 
his lower body. Plays with a narrow base. Must get 
more push when run blocking. Can struggle 
against big, bull-rushing nose tackles. 

Bottom line: Eslinger, a four-year starter, is smart 
and athletic with great footwork and technique. By 
adding bulk and strength, he could become an 
exceptional pro. FINAL GRADE: 6.8 


3. Jason Spitz, Louisville 

6-3% 305 5.17 

NFL comparison: Mike Flynn, Ravens 
Strengths: Has great size and decent speed. 
Plays with toughness and efficiency. Shows solid 


3rd round 


How CENTERS are graded Initial quickness: Comes off the ball, feet, beats defensive lineman. Run blocking: Leverage, control, 
balance. Pass blocking: Feet, setup, mirrors, adjusts in space. Pulls and traps: Hits moving targets, adjusts in space. Use of hands: Gets 
separation, keeps defensive lineman off, leverage. Strength: Leverage, moves the pile, can anchor. Explosion: Finishes block, plays low, has pop. 
Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bow! player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


initial burst after the snap. Uses his hands well. 
Is a strong run blocker near the line. Is adequate 
in pass protection; shows solid stunt/blitz 
awareness. 

Weaknesses: Has trouble changing direction, 
Doesn't consistently play with balance, which lim- 
its his ability to establish a base and play with 
leverage. Struggles to block moving targets in the 
open field. Durability is a moderate concern. Lacks 
experience at center. 

Bottom line: Spitz played mostly at guard in 
college but is better suited to play center in the 
NFL. His athletic limitations keep him from being 
an elite prospect, but he has value as a smart, 
tough and versatile interior lineman. He should 
be selected near the end of Day 1. 

FINAL GRADE: 6.3 


4, Mike Degory, Florida 

6-5% 301 5.25 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Jeremy Newberry, 49ers 
Strengths: Has nice size and the frame to add 
bulk. Has great experience at the position. Is intel- 
ligent and makes solid line calls. Shows sound 
technique in pass protection by using his wide 
wingspan well. Is strong. Shows more quickness 
than speed. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal athleticism and speed. 
Shows subpar body control and balance. Could be 
too tall; doesn't consistently play with leverage. 
Has trouble adjusting in the open field. 

Bottom line: Degory’s best assets are his size, 
savvy, toughness, intelligence and strength. 

He has improved steadily and shows potential 

to develop into a solid, versatile NFL player. He 
should be drafted in the third round. 

FINAL GRADE: 6.1 


5. Ryan Cook, New Mexico 

6-6% 332 5.28 4th round 
Strengths: Has great size and upper-body 
strength. Uses his long arms to control defensive 
linemen in pass protection. Has enough speed and 
strength to stop speed rushers. Uses his strong 
upper body to thwart bull rushers. Shows leader- 
ship skills. 
Weaknesses: Bends 
too much at the waist; 
doesnt maintain lever- 
age consistently. Lacks 
ideal lower-body 
strength. Doesn't move 
well in the open field. 
Struggles to hold his 
ground against bull 
rushers, Must improve 
at reading stunts and 
blitzes. 

Bottom line: Cook has 
improved steadily and 
has great experience 
but still has work to do. His size and potential 
should pay off in an early selection on Day 2. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


6. Patrick Ross, Boston College 


6-3% 294 5.01 4th round 
Strengths: Has nice height and the frame to add 


Round 


_ TSN 's football library: sportingnews.com/books/footbal! 


Taken 


bulk. Is tough and smart; rarely makes mental 
mistakes, Is a leader who makes solid line calls. 
Is strong and plays with leverage. Takes sound 
angles into defenders; can reach linebackers. 
Works to sustain blocks. Shows the footwork to 
mirror and slide with pass rushers. Has great 
technique. 

Weaknesses: Must strengthen his lower body; 
could struggle against NFL bull rushers. Can't over- 
power defenders. Lacks a strong punch. Doesn't 
move piles. 

Bottom line: Ross has the potential to start in the 
NFL, but he must add strength and bulk. Smart, 
tough and durable, he should be a fourth-round 
pick. FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


7. Marvin Philip, California 

6-1 307 5.25 Sth round 
Strengths: |s an intelligent leader; recognizes 
shifting defenses quickly and makes the correct 
adjustments. Uses his compact frame and bends 
his knees well to get leverage. Gets set quickly in 
pass protection. Uses quick hands well to main- 
tain separation, Plays with discipline. Shows 
power and explosiveness. 

Weaknesses: Gives up a few inches and 20 to 30 
pounds in almost every battle. Will need help to 
move NFL defensive tackles when run blocking; 
will struggle to counter bull rushers, Shows ques- 
tionable durability. Already has turned 24. 
Bottom line: Philip, who took a two-year break 
from football to go a religious mission, lacks ideal 
size but has the skills and potential to became 

a solid player and possible starter. 

FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


8. Donovan Raiola, Wisconsin 

6-2 297 5.30 6th round 
Strengths: Gets great position and plays with 
intensity to the whistle. Makes the correct line 
calls and helps linemates remember assignments. 
Uses his hands to maximize his strong upper 
body. Displays a strong punch and overpowers 
defenders at the point of attack. Plays with 
leverage. 

Weaknesses: Must strengthen his lower body. 
Lacks the size to match up against big 
defensive tackles. Shows limited range 
and athleticism. Lacks the mobility to 
reach \inebackers consistently. 

Bottom line: Raiola would be an elite 
prospect were it not for his subpar frame 
and average mobility. He projects as a 
mid-Day 2 pick. FINAL GRADE: 4.9 


9. Will Montgomery, Virginia Tech 
6-2’%% 301 4.94 7th round 
Strengths: Takes sound angles into run 
blocks. Can reach linebackers and hit 
moving targets. Mirrors and slides well 
and maintains balance. Excels at picking up stunts 
and blitzes and helping his guards, 

Weaknesses: Lacks a nasty streak. Must become 
stronger. Will struggle against NFL one-gap defen- 
sive tackles and nose tackles. Doesn't overwhelm 
defenders or push piles. 

Bottom line: Montgomery might never become 
more than a backup, but his experience at guard 


CJ cENTERS 


Best pass blocker 

Greg Eslinger, Minnesota 

Has excellent awareness and technique. Uses 
his hands and feet well and plays with leverage. 


Best run blocker 

Nick Mangold, Ohio State 

Has a strong punch. Pulls, traps and gets to the 
linebacker level with speed. 


Best intangibles 

Jason Spitz, Louisville 

Is a quick learner who constantly strives to 
improve. Shows outstanding toughness. 


On the rise 

Nick Mangold, Ohio State 

Was projected as a second rounder, but a strong 
Senior Bow! showing has him moving up. 


Sleeper 

Donovan Raiola, Wisconsin 

Lacks ideal size and athleticism but has the 
desire and a solid pedigree. 


Unrealized potential 

Ryan Cook, New Mexico 

Is enormous but has not progressed quickly 
and will need time to develop. 


and tackle gives him value and should make him 
a late pick. FINAL GRADE: 4.2 


10. Grayling Love, Arizona State 

6-3 295 5.47 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Plays low with a nice center of gravity. 
Plays under control and with balance. Takes 
sound angles toward defenders. Gets into position 
quickly and sustains blocks. Shows nice footwork 
and mobility. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the explosiveness to drive 
back defenders. Especially struggles against big 
nose tackles. 

Bottom line: Even though Love missed most of 
his senior season because of a bad foot, he is ver- 
satile enough to develop into a solid backup. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


Il. Nick Mihlhauser, Washington State 

6-3% 293 5.25 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Plays with a mean streak. His great 
work ethic makes him a bit of an overachiever. 
Takes sound angles into run blocks. Sets up well in 
pass protection. Rarely misses an assignment. 
Picks up blitzes and helps players around him. 
Weaknesses: Can't overpower defenders and likely 
will need help against nose tackles. Lacks a solid 
hand punch. Must strengthen his lower body. 
Bottom line: Mihlhauser is a project but has 
potential because he could develop into a versa- 
tile reserve. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 
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DEFENSIVE ENDS 


Ithough there is great depth 
among the defensive ends—I2 of 
the 26 who carry draft-worthy 


grades are projected to go on Day I—the 
class is thin at the top, and no player has 
the complete package of size, speed and 
skills. Instead, this group is loaded with 
undersized speed players who project as 
wave rushers or stand-up guys in a 3-4 
alignment. 

The most complete player at the posi- 
tion is N.C, State junior Mario Williams, 
who will be an ideal weakside end in a 4-3 
alignment. He has great upside and should 
come off the board in the first 10 picks. 

Boston College's Mathias Kiwanuka is 
coming off a poor performance at the 
Senior Bowl, where he struggled to gener- 
ate a pass rush against some of the coun- 
trys top offensive tackles. But he still 
projects as a top 20 pick. 

Penn State's Tamba Hali carries a 
second-round grade because of his under- 
sized frame, but his explosiveness as a pass 
rusher likely will push him into Round 1. 
Virginia Tech's Darryl Tapp also is 
undersized but should stay on the board 
until Round 2 because he lacks a great 
first step. 

Florida State's Kamerion Wimbley, 
Purdue's Ray Edwards, Auburn's 
Stanley McClover, N.C. State's 
Manny Lawson and Louisville's Elvis 
Dumervil must find roles as wave 
rushers or outside linebackers in a 3-4 
scheme to contribute early. Each player 
could be drafted in the second round. 

“Denotes underclassman 


NFL optimum 6-5 285 4.60 

NFL minimum 6-2 250 5.00 
The ideal defensive end has the size and strength 
to stuff the run, plus the speed and athletic 
ability to harass the quarterback. But such a 
player is rare. Teams that play a 4-3 defense 
usually put a pass-rushing end on the weak side 
and a.run-stuffing end on the strong side. In a 3-4 
defense, both ends are run stuffers because the 
scheme relies on outside linebackers to pressure 
the quarterback, 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


How DEFENSIVE ENDS are graded Against the run: One-gap or two-gap, strength at point of attack, wards off. Pass rush: Power 
or finesse, moves, penetration. Pursuit: Gets over trash, gets to the outside, effort. Tackling: Wraps up, low or high, drags down, power. Initial 
quicks: Takeoff, feet, anticipates the snap. Recognition: Sees blocks coming, instincts, finds ball, Neutralize block: One-on-one, double-teams, 
traps, anchors. Key and diagnose: Reads blocks, good feet, sees the ball. 


Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7,0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—-Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


50 


1. Mario Williams, N.C. State* 

6-7 285 4.93 (40 time) Ist round 
NFL comparison: Julius Peppers, Panthers 
Against the run: Can dominate with a massive 
wingspan. Shows great mobility. Has a nose for 
the ball and changes direction quickly to chase 
down plays. Must work at separating from blockers 
and showing a more consistent effort. Sometimes 
plays too upright. Grade: 8.2 

Pass rush: Has outstanding size and speed. Is 
quick off the snap. Is strong 
and shows nice footwork and 
rush moves. Stops and starts 
without losing momentum. 
Shows great closing quick- 
ness. Must improve tech- 
nique. Tends to run around 
blocks. Grade: 8.5 

Initial quickness: Shows a 
great first step. Anticipates 
the snap well. Immediately 
reaches full speed. Has the 
speed and body control to 
turn corners consistently as a 
perimeter pass rusher. 
Grade: 8.6 

Run/pass recognition: Diagnoses plays well; can 
be equally dominant against the run or pass. Is 
smooth and fluid. Has the quickness to recover 
from false steps. Grade: 8.3 

Pursuit/tackling: Has terrific speed in pursuit. 
Shows solid short-area power. Is a solid open-field 
tackler. Delivers big hits. Grade: 8.4 

Bottom line: Williams could become more refined 
as a playmaker and doesn't always go full tilt, but 
he has great upside and should be a top 10 pick 
overall. FINAL GRADE: 8.4 


2. Mathias Kiwanuka, Boston College 

6-5% 262 4.70 Ist round 
NFL comparison: Simeon Rice, Buccaneers 
Against the run: Is strong; can contain outside 


waved off a substitution, which is something 
as a younger player that you never do. But | felt 
so powerful at the time that | did it, and we 
stuffed them on the play. 
I'm better than most defensive ends 
because: | feel like | have a lot of speed. A 
lot of players may be bigger guys who focus 
on the run and are power rushers. | can 
chase plays on the back side, and | can 
drop into coverage. 
My friends would describe my 
personality as: With people who know me, 
I'm a goofy character. I'm the king of bad jokes. 
The NFL player | can’t wait to face off against: 
Mare Colombo with Dallas. He was at BC the year | 


redshirted, and he teed off on me every day . There are 


listen to Sporting News Radio: radio.sportingnews.com 


My breakthrough moment as a college player: A 
‘ couple years ago when we played at Penn 
“Sse” State. ... One pretty big third down play, | 


runs. Is tall, but he can play too upright and 
allows offensive linemen to get under his pads. 
Can be driven off the ball. Grade: 8.1 

Pass rush: Shows great straight-ahead speed. 
Uses his hands well to prevent offensive tackles 
from getting into his body. Sets up opponents 
well with a variety of moves. Wins battles out- 
side and inside. Sometimes is a bit timid. 
Grade: 8.4 

Initial quickness: Doesn't get the ideal jump off 
the ball but makes up ground 
quickly with long strides. Must 
A stay lower coming out of his 
stance, which would improve his 
first step. Grade: 8.0 
Run/pass recognition: Shows 
great instincts and is adept at 
reading offensive linemen before 
the snap. Is intelligent; spends 
much time breaking down film. 
Grade: 8.5 

Pursuit/tackling: Uses long 
strides to chase the ball. Is a 
powerful tackler who can cause 
fumbles. Never can be counted 
out of plays. Grade: 8.5 
Bottom line: Kiwanuka has all the physical 
attributes needed to thrive in the NFL. Despite 
having a tough Senior Bow! week, he has the 
potential to make an immediate impact in the 
NFL. FINAL GRADE: 8.1 


3, Tamba Hali, Penn State 

6-2'/. 267 4.75 

NFL comparison: Alex Brown, Bears 
Strengths: Is explosive and well-built with a low 
center of gravity. Shows burst and gets off the 
snap quickly. Uses his upper-body strength to 
avoid getting engulfed by offensive tackles. Holds 
his ground at the point of attack on the edge. Is a 
relentless pass rusher with double moves. Can 
blow up plays and quickly reach the quarterback. 
Has a nose for the ball in pursuit. Sheds blocks 
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2nd round 


) DEFENSIVE ENDS 


quickly and makes the tackle. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal height and elite speed. 
Isn't powerful enough to bull rush. Is a bit slow to 
transition to pass rush after play-action fakes. 
Must learn to use his hands better and expand his 
pass-rush repertoire. 

Bottom line: Despite his size, Hali is a complete 
end who is accomplished at defending the run and 
rushing the passer. He impressed coaches during 
Senior Bow! week. Hali might not post freakish 
workout numbers, but he still likely will sneak into 
the first round. FINAL GRADE: 7.8 


4, Darryl Tapp, Virginia Tech 

6-1% 257 4.80 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Greg Spires, Buccaneers 
Strengths: Plays with a low center of gravity. 
Explodes at the line and drops his shoulders to get 
an edge. Is strong; gets penetration with a power- 
ful initial punch. Shows a closing burst as a pass 
rusher. Plays with solid leverage at the point of 
attack and uses his hands to shed blockers. Shows 
sound instincts; finds the ball and makes plays in 
the backfield and in pursuit. Takes solid angles in 
pursuit and makes tackles in the open field. Plays 
with intensity. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal height, speed and quick- 
ness. Lacks an ideal first step. Is physical but must 
get stronger to handle NFL blockers. Must expand 
his pass-rushing repertoire. 

Bottom line: Tapp’s work ethic and sound funda- 
mentals compensate for his lack of size. He must 
get stronger and improve his technique to be an 
every-down end but will contribute early as a wave 
rusher, FINAL GRADE: 7.7 


5. Manny Lawson, N.C. State 

6-5 240 4.70 

NFL comparison: Jason Taylor, Dolphins 
Strengths: Is an outstanding athlete with rare 
speed. Is an explosive tackler. Flies off the edge 
and shows great closing burst as a pass rusher. 
Continues to develop pass-rushing moves. Shows 


2nd round 


») 2-AMAINUTE DRILL with Mathias Kiwanuka 


no hard feelings at all, but I'd love to see just how much I've progressed. 
My college stats fail to show: A lot of guys on the team this year 
were good leaders, and I'd like to put myself as one of those 
guys. 

The kind of defense | fit best in: Anybody who will let 
me get after the ball, get after the quarterback. | have 
absolutely no problem dropping, playing linebacker 

in a 3-4, or playing in a 4-3. 
My greatest motivation; My mother, just watching 
her and the things she did. She started her own 
cleaning company when | was a freshman in high 
school. ... Things were pretty tough at times, but 
she did it. 
The point at which I'll be upset if I'm still on the 
board: My goal is to be the top guy among defensive 
ends. If it doesn't work out, I'm not going to go to 
another team with a chip on my shoulder. But I'm going 
in with the mind-set to work my ass off and become that 
No. 1 guy. 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


51 


DEFENSIVE ENDS [J 


the speed to blow past top offensive tackles. 
Chases down the ball well in pursuit. Shows solid 
instincts, takes sound angles to the ball and 
makes sound open-field tackles. Is a demon on 
special teams. Works hard in the weight room and 
shows the potential to add bulk. 

Weaknesses: Is undersized and raw. Must 
strengthen his lower body and play with better 
leverage at the point of attack. Can get over- 
whelmed against the run. Must learn to use his 
hands better to shed blocks; relies too much on 
his strong upper body. 

Bottom line: Lawson has freakish strength and 
terrific running and leaping ability. He must 
polish his all-around game but has unlimited 
potential. With added bulk, he could be a solid 
every-down end. With his current skills, he also 
could play outside linebacker in a 3-4 scheme. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.5 


6. Kamerion Wimbley, Florida State 
6-3%% 245 4.70 

NFL comparison: Robert Mathis, Colts 
Strengths: Shows an explosive first step and 
outstanding speed off the edge. Anticipates 
snap counts better than most prospects. 
Combines quickness and agility with fluid hips 
and smooth change-of-direction skills. Shows a 
closing burst to the quarterback. Works best as a 
pursuing run defender. Takes sound angles and 
tackles well in the open field. Shows solid 
instincts and excels at diagnosing misdirection 
plays. Gets upfield quickly when reading the 
pass. 

Weaknesses: |s too lean and must add bulk. Gets 
run over by offensive tackles at the point of 
attack. Must learn to take on and shed blockers 
and play with solid leverage. Must develop more 
pass-rushing moves; can't afford to rely so much 
on his speed. 

Bottom line: Wimbley shined at the Senior Bow! 
by holding his own against the run and impressing 
scouts as an edge pass rusher. He is a 'tweener and 
probably projects better as a 3-4 outside line- 
backer but can make an early impact as a situa- 
tional pass rusher and special teams performer. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.2 


7. Elvis Dumervil, Louisville 

5-114 258 5.00 

NFL comparison: Leonard Little, Rams 
Strengths: Is relentless; might be the class’ most 
talented pass rusher. Has nice speed. Gets off the 
line quickly and shows great moves, Shows strong 
hands to shed blocks. Excels at turning the corner 
and exploding into the backfield. Is stronger. 
tougher and more aggressive than his size. Has a 
nose for the ball. Uses his long arms well to knock 
down passes. 

Weaknesses: Lack of size could be a big problem 
against NFL run blockers. Relies too much on 
speed; gets overwhelmed if slow off the snap. 
Struggles to adjust to screen passes and draw 
plays and overruns plays. Must improve at dissect- 
ing blocking schemes. 

Bottom line: Dumervil was a one-man wrecking 
crew fo: | cuisville and wreaked havoc on quarter- 
backs. His size might prevent him from being an 
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On the rise 

Mario Williams, N.C. State 

Is raw but has excellent size and athleticism. 
impresses everyone who sees him. 


On the decline 

Mathias Kiwanuka, Boston College 

Has the size, speed and skills but struggled 
during Senior Bow! week against big-time 
competition. 


r 
Victor Adeyanju, Indiana 
Can terrorize the quarterback and is better 
than his college stats indicate. Had a strong 
performance during Senior Bowl week. 


Unrealized potential 

Manny Lawson, N.C. State 

Has freakish physical attributes and works 
hard. |s just beginning to show signs of playing 
to his potential. 


Biggest risk 

Ray Edwards, Purdue 

Has excellent size and speed but did not have a 
great junior season and should have stayed 
another year. Will need a lot of work. 


every-down end because he will give up at least 6 
inches to most offensive tackles. He could play 
outside linebacker in a 3-4 scheme but has no 
experience playing upright. FINAL GRADE: 7.0 


8. Ray Edwards, Purdue* 

6-6 270 4.80 

NFL comparison: Greg Ellis, Cowboys 
Strengths: Explodes at the point of attack, Rolls 
hips to create leverage against larger opponents. 
Can contain outside runs and plays with a base 
wide enough to hold up at the point of attack. 
Beats most offensive tackles with a great first 
step. Shows fluid pass-rushing moves to keep 
opponents off-balance. Takes sound angles in pur- 


2nd round 
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suit. Shows the speed to chase down plays from 
the backside. Is a solid open-field tackler. 
Weaknesses: Must add bulk. Sometimes plays 
upright, becoming vulnerable against the run. 
Tends to fire off the snap out of control when 
anticipating passes and gets caught out of posi- 
tion if the play is a run. Is slow to find the ball. 
Uses athleticism to compensate for mental mis- 
takes. Doesn't always hustle in pursuit. 

Bottom line: Edwards, a junior, regressed in ‘OS 
after a breakout sophomore season. His combina- 
tion of size and speed makes him attractive as a 
4-3 end or 3-4 outside linebacker, but he must 
step up his work ethic to mature into a complete 
NFL end. FINAL GRADE: 7.0 


9. Stanley McClover, Auburn* 

6-3 255 4.56 

NFL comparison: Travis LaBoy, Titans 
Strengths: Might be the fastest end in the class. 
Is a fierce perimeter pass rusher who has a long 
enough frame to keep linemen's hands off his 
body. Can disrupt the run when allowed to shoot 
gaps. Is a strong tackler. Explodes off the snap. 
Weaknesses: Hasn't learned enough about the 
nuances of reading blocks and tendencies. Must 
add bulk to be an every-down end. Relies on ath- 
leticism to avoid blocks rather than take them on, 
which leads to over-pursuing and getting out of 
position. Must improve his technique. 

Bottom line: McClover’s speed will attract many 
teams. He could be used as a situational pass 
rusher until he adds bulk. He also has enough ath- 
letic ability to play upright at outside linebacker. 
McClover could go as high as the end of the sec- 
ond round, FINAL GRADE: 6.9 


10. Victor Adeyanju, Indiana 

6-37 268 4.56 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Adewale Ogunleye, Bears 
Strengths: Has nice size and strength. Shows 
quickness off the edge and strong pass-rushing 
moves with a closing burst. Wreaks havoc on quar- 
terbacks when turned loose upfield. Has the speed 
to chase down the ball and make plays in pursuit. 
Excels at tackling. 

Weaknesses: Plays too upright against the run; 
must maintain lower pad level and lock out arms. 
Relies too much on his athleticism as a pass rush- 
er. Must learn to better use his hands and develop 
more interior moves. Must take better pursuit 
angles, Doesn't diagnose screen passes and misdi- 
rection plays well. 

Bottom line: Adeyanju improved his stock at the 
Senior Bowl after impressing coaches with an explo- 
sive pass rush, His limited production as a senior 
isn't a concern because opponents overloaded their 
pass protection to stop him. FINAL GRADE: 6.1 


i. Mark Anderson, Alabama 
6-3% 254 4.77 

NFL comparison: Lance Johnstone 
Strengths: Has a nice frame with long arms. Gets 
off the snap quickly; drops shoulders and leans to 
get around the corner. Shows body control and 
change-of-direction skills. Shows nice instincts 
and technique. Works hard as a pass rusher; can 
break down and make plays on the ballcarrier. 


3rd round 


3rd round 


Makes open-field tackles. Is durable. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite athleticism. Must add 
bulk and lower-body strength to be an every-down 
end. Struggles to fight off blocks; sometimes gets 
aut of position while slipping them. Must develop 
a presence at the point of attack. Could struggle to 
hold up against inside runs. 

Bottom line: Anderson lacks elite talent, but his 
production and standout special teams play at 
Alabama reveal his potential to be a solid NFL 
defender. FINAL GRADE: 6.1 


12. Eric Henderson, Georgia Tech 
6-2% 262 4.75 

NFL comparison: Derrick Burgess, Raiders 
Strengths: Shows an explosive first step and hus- 
tles. Shows nice run/pass-recognition skills and 
instincts. Shows solid technique and multiple 
pass-rushing moves. Plays with enough leverage to 
shed blockers and penetrate. Makes tackles in the 
backfield. Shows awareness in pursuit. |s a power- 
ful tackler and is adept at forcing fumbles. 
Weaknesses: Lacks the size to be an every-down 
NFL end or inside pass rusher. Must strengthen his 
lower body. Gets wrapped up by taller offensive 
tackles. Needs to learn how to use his hands bet- 
ter. Durability is a concern. 

Bottom line: Henderson makes his presence felt in 
the backfield by exploding off the snap. He lacks 
the ideal frame but has upside as a pass rusher. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.0 


3rd round 


13. Charles Bennett, Clemson 

6-3% 244 4.80 4th round 
Strengths: Has nice speed and a long frame with 
room to add bulk. Is active; always chases the ball 
and takes great pursuit angles. Shows above-aver- 
age awareness; recognizes screen passes quickly 
and chases down the ball. Gets around the corner 
and closes fast as a pass rusher. Is durable. 
Weaknesses: Tends to get out of position and 
lacks the strength to fight back into plays. Lacks 
size against the run. Consistently loses when 
engaged with opponents. Must get stronger in his 
lower body. Must improve his technique and pass- 
rushing moves. 

Bottom line: Bennett might have to change posi- 
tions to find a permanent job. His athleticism and 
natural skills could translate best as an outside 
linebacker. FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


14, Parys Haralson, Tennessee 

6-0% 250 4.75 4th round 
Strengths: Attacks from the edge with top speed. 
Recognizes plays quickly and anticipates the snap 
well. Has a nice closing pass-rushing burst. Takes 
solid angles to the ball in pursuit. Is a strong tack- 
ler in the open field. Makes plays all over the field. 
Weaknesses: Is undersized. Plays with a narrow 
base and doesn't hold his ground well at the point 
of attack. Gets overpowered by bigger blockers. 
Sometimes loses his composure and draws penal- 
ties. Has durability concerns. 

Bottom line: Haralson must become stronger— 
especially in his lower body—to hold his ground 
against NFL offensive linemen. He might fit best 
as an outside linebacker in a 3-4 scheme. 
FINAL GRADE: 5,7 


15. Julian Jenkins, Stanford 
6-3% 270 4.90 

Strengths: Has nice size and a quick first step. Is 
smart. Has long arms to keep offensive linemen's 
hands off him. Sheds blocks quickly and knocks 
down passes. Recognizes plays quickly. Moves well 
laterally to handle outside runs. Is a solid interior 
pass rusher. 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal athleticism to play end. 
Lacks the footwork and speed to tackle NFL run- 
ning backs in the open field. Works better inside 
as a two-gap defender than when trying to beat 
opponents outside. 

Bottom line: Jenkins is a tackle/end 'tweener; he 
isn't fast enough to be a full-time end or outside 
linebacker and isn't big enough to be a full-time 
tackle. His ability to play end and tackle will make 
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him attractive to teams that run multiple fronts. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.7 


16. Javon Nanton, Miami 

6-2 240 4.75 4th round 
Strengths: |s quick and strong. Shows the tools to 
be a great pass rusher. Explodes off the snap, 
keeps low and beats most offensive tackles to the 
outside. Shows the footwork to set up blockers 
outside and counter back inside. Has the quick- 
ness to be dangerous on stunts and blitzes. 
Weaknesses: Shows raw technique. Lacks bulk. Is 
slow to adjust to running plays, Gets out of posi- 
tion and lacks the strength to fight to get back 
and make a play. 

Bottom line: Nanton, a former track star and 
walk-on, primarily was a pass-rushing specialist in 
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The biggest challenge about making the 

transition to the NFL: I’m not really 

worried about moving to a new city or 
anything like that, but | think adapting 

to the schemes and the speed of the game 

will be tough. I've got to get faster and 

quicker. 

My friends would describe my 

personality as: Laid-back. But | like to 

play around a lot, too, you know? | like 

to mess around with them. 

The NFL player | am most like: Julius 

Peppers. We're both from North 

Carolina; we're about the same size. | 

look at our play as being pretty similar. 

The NFL player | can't wait to face off 

against: Oh, man—Reggie Bush! | definitely 

want to play him one day. 

My college stats fail to show: The effort that | give 
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college and never will be an NFL-caliber run 
defender. FINAL GRADE: 5.6 


17. Jeremy Mincey, Florida 

6-3% 283 4.80 4th round 
Strengths: Is one of the better run-stopping 
ends—is quick off the snap and consistently gets 
lower than offensive linemen. Is at his best in a 
one-gap scheme because he shoots gaps and 
uses his quickness and lower-body strength 
to penetrate and make plays in the 
backfield. 

Weaknesses: Lacks experience; only 
played two seasons at Florida. 
Doesn't use his hands well as a 
pass rusher. Doesn't attack the 
edges against offensive tackles. 
Must develop more 
pass-rushing skills; is 
neither powerful enough 


Frostee Rucker 
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on every play. I'm always trying to give all | can. 
I'm better than most defensive ends because: |'m a 
smart player. | have the moves and the little schemes 
to get around all different types of blocks. 
The kind of defense | fit best in: | play end and 
tackle, so 3-4 or 4-3, it doesn't really matter. | can 


Williams 


do the same thing whether I'm going up against 
a tackle or a guard. 
My favorite play; Just a regular base defense, a 
regular pass rush. No stunts. | just go, do what | 
have to do to get to the quarterback. 
The first thing I'll buy after | sign my 
contract: It all depends on the location. If it's 


somewhere warm, probably a nice, big house, If 
it’s somewhere really cold, just a little condo or 
something. 
When | score my first NFL touchdown; |'ll keep the 
ball. And I'll probably do a little dance, of course. 
Something to remember. 


to run over most blockers nor fast enough to blow 
by them. 

Bottom line: Mincey gets all over the field against 
the run, whether it's with penetration or contain- 
ing the perimeter. He offers little as a pass rusher. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.5 
18. James Wyche, Syracuse 

6-5% 258 5. 10 4th round 
Strengths: |s tall with long arms. Shows great 
upper-body power; uses his hands well to shed 
blocks, Beats offensive tackles on the edge with 
quickness, strength and pass-rushing moves. 
Shows closing burst to the quarterback. Changes 
direction without losing speed. Takes solid angles 
to the ball. ls a powerful open-field tackler. 
Weaknesses: Must strengthen his lower body and 
play with leverage at the point of attack. Doesn't 
drop pad level and dip his shoulder when edge 
rushing. Must be more consistent with his arms to 
keep blockers from the body. 
Bottom line: Wyche made a strong impression 
in the East-West Shrine Game by consistently 
getting penetration. Along with his durability, 
he has underrated speed and an ideal frame. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.5 
19, Frostee Rucker, USC 
6-4 240 4.72 5th round 
Strengths: Has added bulk to better hold his 
ground at the point of attack. Makes plays in the 
open field and in pursuit. Packs a strong initial 
pop to collapse the pocket as a pass rusher and 
get penetration against the run. 
Weaknesses: Plays a bit upright, especially as a 
pass rusher. Must improve against the run; is 
unable to shed large offensive linemen. Doesn't 
consistently hustle. Has durability concerns. 
Bottom line: Rucker stood out in the East-West 
Shrine Game by consistently pressuring quarter- 
backs. He is an end/linebacker 'tweener but has 
proved he can play with his hand on the ground 
against elite competition. FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


20. Thomas Carroll, Miami 

6-4 240 4.85 5th round 
Strengths: Shows plus speed and 
quickness. Anticipates the snap and 
has an explosive first step. Can lean, 
drop his shoulder, turn the corner and 
close on the quarterback. 
Weaknesses: Must get stronger to be 
an every-down NFL lineman. Gets 
blown off the ball against the run. 
Plays with a narrow base and can't 
hold his ground at the point of attack. 
Bottom line: Carroll lacks the lower- 
body strength to play with leverage 
against the run and the strength to 
engage offensive tackles as a pass 
rusher. He must get stronger to con- 
tribute to an NFL defense but could 
be a star immediately on special 
teams. FINAL GRADE: 5.3 


21. Darrell Adams, Villanova 

6-4'% 273 4.90 5th round 
Strengths: |s a smart player who 
excels against the run and pass. Plays 
low and shows a quick first step. Uses 
his hands well to hold his ground at 
the point of attack. Has has the 
strength and speed to beat opponents 
on the perimeter and the power to 
win inside as a pass rusher. 


Best pass rusher 

Elvis Dumervil, Louisville 

Terrorizes quarterbacks and wreaks 
havoc in the backfield. Is a dominat- 
ing presence with a relentless motor. 


Best run stopper 

Jeremy Mincey, Florida 

Plays quick and low. Will penetrate 
the backfield, contain the perimeter 
and chase down runners all over 


the field. 


Biggest hitter 

Darryl Tapp, Virginia Tech 

Has great intensity and power 
and uses his strength to explode 
into hits. 


Best in pursuit 

Stanley McClover, Auburn 

Is a fierce competitor with great 
athleticism and incredible speed 
for his size. 


Most versatile 

Tamba Hali, Penn State 

Is excellent against the run and 
rushing the passer and had an 


impressive performance Senior 
Bow! week, 


Weaknesses: Lacks experience 
against elite competition. Lacks the 
speed to blow by most NFL offensive tack- 

les; must develop more pass-rush moves. 
Durability is a concern. 

Bottom line: Adams has the athletic ability and 
size to play end in 4-3 and 3-4 fronts. His stock 
would be higher if he had faced better college 
competition. FINAL GRADE; 5.2 


22. Charlton Keith, Kansas 

6-4 235 4.70 6th round 
Strengths: Is quick and athletic. Has a long frame 
to keep offensive linemen away from his body. 
Possesses the straight-ahead speed and footwork 
to set up opponents and beat them to the inside. 
Adjusts well in pursuit. 

Weaknesses: |s a liability against the run because 
he lacks bulk. Is more of a finesse player, Has the 
frame of an outside linebacker but prefers to play 
defensive end. 

Bottom line: Keith could contribute as a situation- 
al pass rusher in the NFL, and his open-field tack- 
ling skills could’be valuable on special teams. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.5 


23. Devan Long, Oregon 

6-3%% 267 5.00 6th round 
Strengths: Gets a quick jump off the snap and 
shows initial pop and a variety of pass-rushing 
moves. Has evolved as a run defender. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal size, athletic ability and 
speed. Can't beat NFL tackles to the corner and 
lacks the strength to run over them. Is slow to 
shed blocks and rarely chases down plays from 
behind. 

Bottom line: Long had a productive college 
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career, but he lacks the physical gifts to be an NFL 
starting end. FINAL GRADE: 4.5 


24. Mike Kudla, Ohio State 

6-2 260 4.95 Tth round 
Strengths: |s one of the strongest players in the 
class. Gets under and stands up offensive tackles. 
Can hold his ground at the point of attack and 
uses perfect technique. 

Weaknesses: Lacks size and elite speed. Can't 
beat offensive tackles to the corner. Injuries have 
slowed him. 

Bottom line: Kudla lacks the speed to hit quarter- 
backs or chase down runners from behind consis- 
tently. He could earn a spot in a rotation as a run- 
stopping specialist. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


25. Ryan LaCasse, Syracuse 

6-2'4 251 4.63 7th round 
Strengths: Has the upfield speed to beat oppo- 
nents to the corner. Is a solid open-field tackler. 
Plays with intensity and shows a high football |Q. 
Weaknesses: Lacks the size to stuff inside runs. 
Doesn't always lock his arms, which allows oppo- 
nents to get into his body. Lacks the athleticism 
to shift to linebacker. 

Bottom line: LaCasse might not possess ideal 
size and athletic ability, but he has the straight- 
ahead speed to be a pass-rushing specialist. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


26. Melvin Oliver, LSU 
6-3 277 5.10 Tth round 
Strengths: |s a two-gap defender who can cross an 
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opponent's face to fill cutback lanes. Keeps his 
head up to find the ball and shed blockers. 
Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to be an NFL edge 
rusher. Is too small to play tackle. Doesn't always 
hustle. 

Bottom line: Oliver can defend the run and pass. 
His best NFL fit likely would be as an end in a 3-4 
scheme. His marginal speed and character ques- 
tions hurt his stock. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


27. Chris Gocong, Cal Poly 

6-2 254 4.81 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows initial explosion at the point of 
attack, stays low and shows burst when turning 
the corner. Is a strong tackler. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't use his hands well to shed 
blockers. Lacks ideal size and upper-body strength. 
Struggles if an offensive lineman gets a better 
jump at the snap. Hasn't face much elite competi- 
tion. 

Bottom line: Gocong must develop better hand 
skills and strength to contribute in the NFL. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


28, Willie Evans, Mississippi State 

6-1’% 261 4.71 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is quick and strong. Uses his hands 
well to shed blocks and has an arsenal of pass- 
rushing moves. Has a great first step. 
Weaknesses: Struggles against the run because of 
a short, squatty frame. Struggles to shed larger 
offensive linemen because of short arms. 

Bottom line: Evans lacks the ability to stuff the run 
consistently, which will scare off teams, but he has 
innate pass-rushing skills. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 
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assive run stuffers and inside 
penetrators are always at a 

remium, and this class has 
some of both. It is not a particularly deep 
class and doesnt possess a wealth of blue 
chippers, but there are several first-day 
prospects who could elevate the status of 
this group in the future if they step it up 
on Sundays. 

Oregon junior Haloti Ngata was racing 
up draft boards early, but some scouts have 
cooled on him because they question his 
intangibles. Still, many project him as a 
top 10 pick. Ngata has a unique 
combination of size, strength and 
quickness. He can play in a 3-4 or 
4-3 alignment and, with improved 
technique, should be an interior 
force in the NFL. 

Michigan's Gabe Watson 
received rave reviews for his 
play at the Senior Bowl but 
hasn't erased the underachiever 
tag that followed him in college. 
He has a second-round grade but 
could move in Round 1 because he can 
draw multiple blockers and shut down the 
inside run. Miami's Orien Harris lacks ideal 
size but is quick and strong and plays with 
a great motor. He likely will go early in 
Round 2 but could sneak into the first 
round, 

Florida State's Brodrick Bunkley is the 
most versatile player in the group, but he 
lacks prototypical size. Keep an eye on 
LSU's Claude Wroten; he might turn out to 
be the fastest riser in the draft. 

“Denotes underclassman 
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Defensive tackles usually fall into one of two \ 


groups: two-gap run stuffers or one-gap penetra- 
tors. A run-stuffing tackle does not make many 
plays. in the backfield, but he takes up a lot of 
space and keeps blockers off the linebackers. 
Penetrating tackles are more likely to make a big 
play or get to the quarterback in the passing 
game, but they tend to be undersized and 
struggle at times to hold up against the run. 
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1. | Haloti Ngata, 0 ul Oregon* 

6-4 336 5.05 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Shaun Rogers, Lions 
Against the run: Has a wide, massive build; is 
unmovable at the line of scrimmage. Possesses 
freakish strength and can maintain the point of 
attack against double- and triple-teams. Can dis- 
engage and bring down ballcarriers even when he 
is double-teamed. Sometimes relies too much on 
power and doesn't use proper tecnique. 

Grade: 8.4 

Pass rush: Shows the initial quickness, size and 
power to collapse the pocket as an interior bull 
rusher. Doesn't utilize his hands to beat oppo- 
nents cleanly; relies on brute strength to over- 


Ist round 


power them on his way to the passer. Doesn't 
project to be much of a pass rusher. Grade: 7.8 
Initial quickness: Has impressive agility and 
athleticism and gets a great initial jump off 
the ball. Changes direction well and can drop 
back into coverage in zone blitz schemes. 
Grade: 8.5 

Run/pass recognition: Can anticipate double- 
teams. Struggles to rush the passer if he comes off 
the ball expecting run. Has trouble sniffing out 
draws and screens. Grade: 8.0 

Pursuit/tackling: |s surprisingly active in pursuit. 
Never gives up on plays and has surprising closing 
speed when trailing plays from behind. Is a power- 
ful tackler. Has trouble breaking down and making 
plays in the open field. Grade: 8.4 


How DEFENSIVE TACKLES are graded Against the run: One-gap or two-gap, strength at point of attack, wards off. Pass rush: 
Power or finesse, moves, penetration. Pursuit: Gets over trash, gets to the outside, effort. Tackling: Wraps up, low or high, drags down, power. 
Initial quicks: Takeoff, feet, anticipates the snap. Recognition: Sees blocks coming, instincts, finds ball. Neutralize block: One-on-one, 
double-teams, traps, anchors, Key and diagnose: Reads blocks, good feet, sees the ball. 


ig system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8,0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5. Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0-Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


Bottom line: Ngata is the most dominant inside 
presence in the draft. He has the perfect body for 
a nose tackle in a 3-4, and he has the athleticism 
to play either tackle in a 4-3. He will need to 
develop better technique, but he is a rare talent 
and likely will be among the first 10 picks overall. 
FINAL GRADE: 8.3 


2. Gabe Watson, Michigan 

6-3% 341 5.10 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Jamal Williams, Chargers 
Strengths: Shows great instincts for the run; 
senses when down blocks and double-teams are 
coming. Doesn't overpursue against the run and 
stays in pass-rushing lanes. Plays with outstand- 
ing leverage and discipline at the point of attack. 
Overpowers opponents on impact and demands 
double-teams. Can get off the ball and into oppo- 
nents quickly. Has the power to collapse the pock- 
et by bull rushing. 

Weaknesses: Lacks range and takes plays off. 
Makes few plays outside the box. Lacks the athleti- 
cism and speed to be a major factor in pursuit. 
Gives up on pass rush when his initial move is 
blocked. Must expand his repertoire to become an 
every-down lineman. Has stiff 
hips and is slow out of his stance 
when moving laterally. Is slow to 
read pass vs. play-action. 
Bottom line: Watson was the 
most dominant run defender dur- 
ing Senior Bowl week, He closed 
the gap on Ngata, but his lack of 
mobility and past attitude prob- 
lems still will be a factor. Watson 
is the perfect fit for nose tackle 
in a 3-4, and although he grades 
out as an early second-rounder, 
he could sneak into the first 
round. FINAL GRADE: 7.9 


3. Orien Harris, Miami 

6-3 302 5.20 

NFL comparison: Warren Sapp, Raiders 
Strengths: Is explosive and has a nice first step 
and quickness. Has a powerful upper body; uses 

his strength to strike and quickly shed blockers. 

Plays with a wide base and solid leverage. Shows 
great upside as a run stuffer; will improve with 


2nd round 
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eis - donacebah Seymour, Patriots 
~ Round Taken Strengths: Has the complete 
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at the line of scrimmage, locates the ball, disen- 
gages and pursues well. Is a powerful tackler who 
can separate the ball from the ballcarrier. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal size and top-end speed. 
Can get too upright and lose leverage when play- 
ing without discipline. Has great quickness but 
lacks closing burst. Must improve his technique, 
lower his pads and get better leverage. Must iden- 
tify pass plays better and transition into his pass 
rush. Durability is a concern; had knee and elbow 
injuries in ‘03. 

Bottom line: Harris is a polished player who could 
develop into a premier NFL run stuffer. He lacks 
some of the measurable skills of other prospects, 
but he plays hard, is productive and has improved 
every year. He should be an early second-round 
pick. FINAL GRADE: 7.8 


4, Rodrique Wright, Texas 
6-4'% 306 5.00 2ndround 
NFL comparison: Richard 


physical package; is athletic 
with a huge frame. Shows an 
explosive first step and great 
mobility. Is strong enough to 
overpower blockers and quick 
enough to blow by them, Is 
fluid as a pass rusher, using a 
variety of moves to keep oppo- 
nents off-balance. Uses great 
closing speed to scrape down 
the line and make plays from behind. Is a powerful 
tackler; rolls hips into every hit. Has the athleticism 
to break down and make tackles in the open field. Is 
versatile enough to play in any scheme. 
Weaknesses: Uses poor technique and plays too 
upright when tired. Doesn't always use his hands 
and wingspan to shed blockers, which allows them 
to get inside him and lock on. Must be more consis- 
tent. Must improve his technique, add pass-rushing 


better use of his hands. Is hard to move, anchors moves and rely less on size and athleticism. 


») 2-AMAINUTE DRILL with Rodrique Wright 


to tee it up and get upfield. 
My friends would describe me as: If you don't know me, you 
might think I'm a real quiet guy who keeps to myself, but 
once | get comfortable, | feel like | let loose more—I can 
be a silly person and just have fun. 
My favorite play is: The spin move. It's a good 
athletic move and it always seems to work when 
I've used it. 
The NFL players | am most like are: Richard 
Seymour and Kevin Williams. Seymour is a little 
taller than me, but we have similar frames, and 
he's a DT who can play 3-4 end like me. Williams is 
the great pass rusher I'd like to be. Overall, we're all 
about the same size with the same games. 
* The offensive lineman | would be honored to face: 
Larry Allen. He is the strongest guy and has been the 
best guard in the league. It might be a rude awakening, 
but with that experience, down the line, I'll be better against 
the best. 


My breakthrough moment as a college player 
was: The game against Kansas State in my 
freshman year. We had just come off a loss 
to Oklahoma, everyone was down and we 
were going against another tough team. When 
you're young, you just want to contribute, but 
to have a big game (four tackles for loss and 
a sack) to help your team win a big game is 
great. 
My favorite moment as a college player 
was: Stopping USC on fourth-and-2 the 
second half of the Rose Bowl—the dramatic 
measurement, them not getting it, the whole 
stadium going wild and then obviously 
winning the game to end my career with a ring. 
My opponents would say the best thing | do 
is: Combine my strength with the ability to 
switch to the pass rush. | hold the point and don't 
get knocked back, but when it’s third-and-long, it’s time 
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Bottom line: Wright might be the most gifted ath- 
lete at the position, but many believe he never 
reached his potential in college and question his 
desire. He has a high second-round grade but 
could jump into the first round if he is impressive 
in workouts. FINAL GRADE: 7.7 


5. Claude Wroten, LSU 

6-1% 295 5.09 

NFL comparison: Tommie Harris, Bears 
Strengths: Is a tenacious, penetrating one-gap 
player. Is explosive off the line of scrimmage. 
Shoots gaps and is disruptive in the backfield. Has 
a strong upper body. Shows great body control and 
can make plays moving laterally. Is a powerful 
tackler with a nose for the ball; can force fumbles. 
Makes plays in pursuit. Displays speed and quick- 
ness as an effective inside pass rusher. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal size and lower-body 
strength, Struggles to anchor at the point of 
attack. His tackling skills are raw. Doesn't use his 
hands well when engaged with offensive line- 
men; gets engulfed and eliminated when oppo- 
nents run at him. Must improve at playing with 
leverage and discipline to take on blockers. 
Relies too much on upfield burst. Must develop 
solid technique and pass-rushing moves. Could 
be a character risk. 

Bottom line: Wroten is one of the best three-tech- 
nique tackles in this class. His lack of ideal size 
and weight could scare off teams, but his potential 
is promising, He should be selected in the first 
half of Round 2. FINAL GRADE: 7.5 


6. Brodrick Bunkley, Florida State 
6-2% 300 5.05 

NFL comparison: Rod Coleman, Falcons 
Strengths: Is quick, athletic and active. Shows 
burst and plays well on the move. Uses a nice first 
step to penetrate and make tackles behind the 
line of scrimmage. Is a powerful tackler and has a 
nose for the ball. Uses leverage well when pass 
tushing to get linemen’s shoulders turned and then 
collapses the pocket. Shows nice closing burst to 
get to the quarterback. 

Weaknesses: Needs to become bigger and 
stronger. Has trouble at the point of attack when 
engaged with larger opponents, Lacks great speed: 
adding bulk could slow him more. Could have 
trouble with complex NFL schemes. Nagging ankle 
injury from ‘OS has lingered. 

Bottom line: Bunkley is a complete tackle. He 
can rush the passer, penetrate against the run 
and play multiple positions along the line. 
Injury concerns and academic problems have 
raised red flags, but his talent is undeniable. He 
should be selected early in the second round. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.4 


1, Jonathan Lewis, Virginia Tech 
6-0 304 4.95 

NFL comparison: Corey Simon, Colts 
Strengths: |s hard-nosed and a disruptive force. 
Has a strong upper body. Is intelligent; shows 
solid instincts and recognition skills. Finds the 
ball, then uses strength and body control to shed 
blockers and pursue the ballcarrier, Never stops 
hustling and is relentless in pursuit. Makes plays 


2nd round 


2nd round 


2nd round 
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in the backfield. Can change direction to break 
down plays and pursue. His preparation level is 
high on and off the field. 

Weaknesses: Lacks height. Plays too upright. 
Lacks leverage at point of attack and tries to slip 
blocks at the line of scrimmage. Gets run over 
when backs run at him. Must be more disciplined 
when taking on blockers. Needs to add bulk and 
strengthen his lower body. 

Bottom line: Lewis will be a one-gap player in the 
NFL because of his size, and that will hurt his 
draft status. But the productivity and work ethic 
he showed in college should make him a mid-to- 
late second-round selection. FINAL GRADE: 7.2 


8. Jesse Mahelona, Tennessee 

6-0 311 5.05 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Dewayne Robertson, Jets 
Strengths: Is quick, powerful and explosive. Shows 
great burst off the line and gets consistent pene- 
tration into the backfield. Is a hard-hitting tackler 
with a strong body. Is powerful at the point of 
attack and maintains the line of scrimmage. 
Continues to get bigger and improve his technique. 
Weaknesses: Must become consistent in recogniz- 
ing plays. Occasionally gets out of position. Must 
improve his hand placement and leverage when 
shaking off blockers. Needs to add bulk, Plays with 
a narrow base, making it hard to anchor the line 
against the run. Durability is a minor concern; he 
suffered a broken ankle in ‘03. 

Bottom line: Mahelona is projected as a 4-3 tack- 
le, but he also has the size and athleticism to play 
end in a 3-4. He didn't have a great Senior Bowl 
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week, which might cause some teams to back off. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.7 


9. Manaia Brown, BYU 

6-2'%2 310 4.95 

NFL comparison: Pat Williams, Vikings 
Strengths: Is a physical specimen and shows 
great athleticism. Is strong and has room to add 
bulk. Shows speed and terrific first-step explosive- 
ness. Can play two-gap responsibility by playing 
nose tackle or end in a 3-4. Also shows the quick- 
ness of a one-gap tackle. Can be disruptive. 
Weaknesses: His effort has been questioned; 
sometimes disappears during games. Durability 
is a concern. Had several shoulder injuries early 
in his college career, and an ‘O05 neck injury 
further hindered his development. Needs to 
improve his technique and stop relying solely on 
athleticism. 

Bottom line: Brown's athleticism and explosive- 
ness are unquestioned, but he is a project and will 
need time to develop. He should perform well 
enough in individual workouts to be drafted late 
on Day 1. FINAL GRADE: 6.1 


10. Dusty Dvoracek, Oklahoma 

6-2’ 301 4.90 4th round 
Strengths: Shows an explosive first step and out- 
standing speed. Displays solid instincts and has a 
nose for the ball. Plays with intensity and shows 
awareness. Is disruptive in the backfield. Shows 
closing burst, gets his hands on passes and pres- 
sures the quarterback. 

Weaknesses: His ability to play the run is predi- 
cated too much on speed. Gets driven off the line 
if he doesn't get a jump on the ball. Needs to 
strengthen his lower body to improve against the 
run. Was dismissed from the team two games into 
the '04 season because of serious alcohol-related 
issues; still raises a red flag despite his strong 
comeback as a senior. 

Bottom line: Dvoracek has plus speed and gets 
great penetration, but he has only average athleti- 
cism. Though he failed to stand out at the Senior 
Bowl, he didn't hurt his stock. He likely will be 
drafted early on Day 2 but could sneak into the 
third round. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


Il. Barry Cofield, Northwestern 

6-3 303 4.88 4th round 
Strengths: |s athletic, durable and powerful. Has 
the height to play tackle or end. Shows plus speed 
and changes direction well. Is intense and aggres- 
sive in pursuit. Stays disciplined and plays with 
leverage. Hits hard and takes solid angles to the 
ball. Is productive against the run. 

Weaknesses: Is a bit of a ‘tweener. Plays with a nar- 
row base; can struggle to hold his ground against 
the run. Sometimes comes out of his stance too 
upright, which allows opponents to get under his 
pads. Is better when on the move inside. Lacks the 
acceleration and closing burst to be effective off the 
edge as a rusher. 

Bottom line: Cofield will be attractive to teams 
that use multiple fronts because he can play tack- 
le in a 4-3 or end in a 3-4. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


3rd round 


12. Johnny Jolly, Texas A&M 

6-2’4 310 5.10 4th round 
Strengths: Shows great quickness and anticipates 
snaps well. Is quick to locate the ball and shed 
blocks once engaged, Is powerful at the point of 
attack and can collapse the pocket as a pass 
rusher. Bats down plenty of passes. Is durable and 
steady. Plays with high emotion. Shaws the poten- 
tial to be a leader. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't excel as a pass rusher. Must 
use his hands better to shed pass blockers. Gives 
up his chest to opponents too easily. Must improve 
his stamina. Lacks closing burst to the quarterback. 
Must get better at splitting double-teams. 

Bottom line: Jolly is productive against the run 
but is not an elite prospect because he tends to 
play with poor technique and is a below-average 
pass rusher. His upside and ability to play in two- 
and one-gap systems make him an early Day 2 
pick. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


13. Babatunde Oshinowo, Stanford 
6-174 302 5.35 4th round 
Strengths: Stays low, makes contact with his 
hands and shows powerful hip explosion at the 
point of attack. Shows balance and body control. 
Has strong hands to tackle ballcarriers while still 
engaged with blockers. Is smart and recognizes 
plays quickly. 

Weaknesses: Shows limited lateral mobility. 
Lacks the closing speed to make plays in pursuit. 
Lacks upside as a pass rusher; must learn to use 
his hands better. Is slow to shed blocks and get to 
the ball. 

Bottom line: Oshinowo is a promising nose tackle 
prospect in a 3-4 because of his ability to hold his 
ground at the point of attack and protect line- 
backers. He also occupies blockers well enough to 
handle one-technique nose duties in a 4-3. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


14. Tommy Jackson, Auburn 
6-0 306 5.23 = Sth round 
Strengths: |s tough and 

works hard. Sheds blocks 

and makes tackles quickly—unlike many nose tack- 
les. Demands double-teams and frees up team- 
mates. Shows great technique, a low center of 
gravity and perfect hand placement. Hustles on 
every play. Is a role model for teammates. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal speed and mobility. 
Doesn't make tackles in pursuit or downfield. Is 
limited as a pass rusher. Has trouble redirecting 
and then shedding blockers against the run. 
Shows questionable durability because of lingering 
injuries in ‘02, '03 and '04. 

Bottom line: Jackson is a force in the middle as a 
solid run-stuffing prospect. He has great intangi- 
bles but probably isn't an every-down player. 
FINAL GRADE: 5,3 


15. Gerald Anderson, Georgia 

6-2 318 5.50 Sth round 
Strengths: Has the massive bulk to play nose tack- 
le. Has steadily improved. Shows quickness and 
solid technique, Plays low and with leverage. Works 
best in a rotation because he hustles when fresh. 
Consistently overwhelms centers and forces double- 
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teams. Can collapse the pocket with a bull rush. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed and explosiveness. 
Doesn't consistently penetrate the line. Struggles 
to control his weight and stay fit. Has durability 
issues; missed his freshman season with a 
shoulder injury and showed lingering effects from 
@ concussion as a senior. 


On the rise 

Haloti Ngata, Oregon 

Is a rare talent and dominating presence on 
the field. Is beginning to show his real 
potential. 


On the decline 

Jesse Mahelona, Tennessee 

Production was down during his senior year. 
Did not have an impressive showing during 
Senior Bow! week. 

Sleeper 

Babatunde Oshinowo, Stanford 

Doesn't have natural athleticism but has the 
body and skills to anchor against the run. 


Unrealized potential 

Rodrique Wright, Texas 

Has tremendous physical attributes and ath- 
leticism, but bad habits affect his performance. 


Potential risk 

Claude Wroten, LSU 

Makes plays all over the field, but teams might 
shy away because of a January arrest that 
involved drugs, though the charges against him 
were dropped, 
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Jesse 
Mahelona 
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Bottom line: Anderson is a prototypical run stuffer 
who could fit as a gap-clogging nose tackle in a 
3-4 or a 4-3. His lack of athleticism and speed will 
cause him to drop to the middle of Day 2, and 
some teams might pass on him because of his 
health concerns, FINAL GRADE; 5.0 


16, Kyle Williams, LSU 

6-1 295 5.16 Sth round 
Strengths: Always hustles to the whistle. Plays 
with almost perfect technique. Stays low, keeps 
his hands inside and constantly drives his legs. 
Moves well laterally and is effective at running 
line stunts. Makes plays in pursuit. Is tough and 
maximizes skills. 

Weaknesses: Must become stronger. Struggles to 
penetrate against bigger opponents. Has a squatty 
frame and short arms, making it difficult for him 
to separate from taller blockers. Lacks change-of- 
direction skills. Lacks the size to be a two-gap 
interior lineman. 

Bottom line: Williams’ potential is limited 
because he lacks size, speed and agility. But he 
was a star during Senior Bow! workouts and fits 
best in a one-gap scheme. FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


17. McKinley Boykin, Mississippi 

6-074 292 5.00 6th round 
Strengths: Plays low and gets under opponents’ 
pads against the run. Is powerful at the point of 
attack. Plays with a strong base. Is quick off the 
snap and initiates contact. Never stops hustling. 
Can split double-teams and reacts well to cut 
blocks. Excels at shooting gaps and making plays 
in the backfield. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite size. Sometimes gets 
out of control and caught out of position. 
Struggles against the run without a quick jump 
at the snap. Durability is a concern; has had 
three knee surgeries. 

Bottom line: Boykin is active against the run but 
offers little as a pass rusher. He must polish his 
technique to become an every-down player. His 
multiple knee injuries will knock him into the 
middle of Day 2. FINAL GRADE: 4.9 


18. Kedric Golston, Georgia 
6-3°4 297 5.05 6th round 
Strengths: |s powerful and consistently 
penetrates the backfield. Excels at shoot- 
ing gaps with initial quickness and 
straight-ahead speed. Can overpower 
offensive linemen at the point of 
attack when using proper technique. 
Makes many plays in pursuit. Has 
upside as a pass rusher. 
Weaknesses: Doesn't use solid lever- 
age, which allows blockers to get into 
his body. Sometimes overpursues and 
gets out of position. Has durability 
issues; battled a broken leg, broken 
shoulder and an ankle injury in college. 
Is a character concern after being arrest- 
ed in spring '05 for his involvement in a 
bar fight. 
Bottom line: Golston has the skills to 
be an elite run stopper, but oppo- 
nents consistently beat him because 
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Best pass rusher 
Brodrick Bunkley, Florida State 
Plays with great leverage, quickness and power 
to collapse the pocket. Has an outstanding first 
step and burst to the quarterback. 


Best run stopper 
Haloti Ngata, Oregon 


Has a wide body and freakish strength. |s 
outstanding in pursuit. Had 61 tackles in 05 
despite being double-teamed—a big number for 
a defensive tackle. 


Biggest hitter 

Dusty Dvoracek, Oklahoma 

Has an explosive first step and plays with a 
nonstop motor. Has a knack for finding the ball 
and delivering quick, powerful pops. 

Best in pursuit 

Jonathan Lewis, Virginia Tech 

Is relentless. Finds the ball quickly and has the 
strength to shed blockers and the quickness to 
catch people from behind. 

Hot free agent 

Montavious Stanley, Louisville 

Has the measurables and skills and 
consistently has improved. Progress was halted 
by a chest injury. 


of his poor technique and lack of instincts. He 
could develop into a solid run stopper, but his 
inconsistency will keep him on the board until the 
middle of Day 2. FINAL GRADE: 4.8 


19. Kader Drame, Syracuse 


6-5 282 5.09 7th round 
Strengths: Is athletic; scrapes down the line well 
and makes plays moving laterally. Uses his 
wingspan to create separation. Shows agility and 
straight-line speed. Shows potential to become a 
quality pass rusher. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the strength to be an interior 
tun defender. Can get blown off the ball when 
opponents get into his chest. Doesn't use his 
hands well and tends to play upright as a pass 
rusher. Doesn't consistently get penetration. 
Bottom line: Drame lacks the bulk to be an every- 
down tackle and the speed to play end in a 4-3. He 
could be an end in a 3-4 if he adds bulk. He needs 
much work before he is ready to contribute to a 
pro defense. FINAL GRADE: 4.4 


20. Sir Henry Anderson, Oregon State 

6-314 314 5.25 7th round 
Strengths: Eats up space. Occupies two blockers 
at the point of attack without losing ground. 
Consistently gets under opponents’ pads and 
shows the leg drive to create penetration. Can 
collapse the pocket as a pass rusher. Reads plays 
well and quickly transitions into pass-rushing 
mode. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't move well laterally. Can't 
make plays scraping down the line. Doesn't shed 
blocks fast enough to be a prolific tackler. Lacks a 
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quick initial step. Isn't agile; shows limited 
change-of-direction skills. Missed his sophomore 
season because of a forearm injury. 

Bottom line: Anderson is better at occupying 
space than making tackles. He fits best as a nose 
tackle in a 3-4. FINAL GRADE: 4.2 


21. Titus Adams, Nebraska 

6-2 320 5.10 7th round 
Strengths: Is versatile; played end early in col- 
lege. Uses his wide wingspan to maintain separa- 
tion from blockers to shed blocks more easily. Is 
smart; recognizes plays quickly. Maintains solid 
balance. Makes plays moving laterally and in pur- 
suit. Is durable. 

Weaknesses: Isn't well conditioned; tires quickly 
during a game. Isn't much of a pass rusher; pro- 
duced only one sack in his final three college sea- 
sons. Lacks pass-rushing moves. 

Bottom line: Adams is a solid run defender but 
has no pass-rushing ability. He has the perfect 
body to be a two-gap tackle, but his lack of experi- 
ence in such a system could scare off teams. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


22. Larry Dibbles, Texas 

6-1% 285 5.10 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s powerful and plays with great 
ferocity. Excels at stuffing the run. Has a strong 
lower body. Shows a quick, powerful first step. 
Stays low and plays with great leverage. Gets 
consistent penetration. Loses few battles at the 
point of attack. 

Weaknesses: !s undersized and offers little as a 
pass rusher. Does not fight through double-teams. 
Lacks the athleticism to play end. Has character 
concerns. 

Bottom line: Though Dibbles is an accomplished 
run defender, he is too small to play nose tackle in 
the NFL. He could become a situational one-gap 
tackle. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


23. Marcus Green, Ohio State 

6-1% 296 5.15 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has a great work ethic. Initiates con- 
tact and gets penetration. Can take on double- 
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teams and free up linebackers. Shows the quick- 
ness to make tackles downfield and in pursuit. 
Weaknesses: |s undersized. Works slowly to shed 
blocks. Stops his feet against the run and buries 
his head rather than finding the ballcarrier. Lacks 
open-field tackling skills. Shows little pass-rushing 
ability. 

Bottom line: Green's lack of size and speed limit 
his potential. His energy and hustle could get him 
selected at the end of Day 2. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


24. Domata Peko, Michigan State 

6-2 320 5.50 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s big and powerful and has a strong 
lower body. Consistently occupies two blockers, 
which frees up teammates. Packs a powerful initial 
punch. Gets penetration on most plays. Sheds 
blocks quickly and is a sure tackler. 

Weaknesses: |s a poor pass rusher; relies solely 
on bull rushes. Doesn't play well in the open field. 
Has trouble changing direction. 

Bottom line: Peko is a one-dimensional player 
who can contribute on running downs. He could 
get selected late but is more likely to go undraft- 
ed. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


25. Le Kevin Smith, Nebraska 

6-1 305 5,00 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Plays low to maintain leverage. Stays 
disciplined and gets solid position. Plays hard and 
can clog the middle. Shows speed in pursuit. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal height. Has no elite qual- 
ities. Lacks explosiveness and closing speed. 
Struggles against massive offensive linemen. Must 
expand his pass-rushing repertoire. Lingering knee 
problem raises durability issues. 

Bottom line: Smith can be disruptive against the 
run but he lacks the talent and measurable skills 
to be drafted higher than the final round. 

FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


26. Montavious Stanley, Louisville 

6-24 321 5.03 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s a powerful, compact run defender. 
Shows a quick, explosive first step to get penetra- 
tion. Has a long reach to create separation. Is a 
serviceable interior pass rusher. 

Weaknesses: Must learn to use a hand punch to 
shed blocks. Doesn't always lock his arms to keep 
run blockers off his body. Shows questionable work 
ethic and conditioning. Missed the '06 Gator Bowl 
because of a torn pectoral muscle. 

Bottom line: Stanley has the size and initial 
quickness to play inside but has no experience ina 
two-gap system. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


27. Manase Hopoi, Washington 

6-4 285 5.20 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Fires out of his stance and knocks back 
blockers with an explosive punch. Is a punishing 
tackler who can strip ballcarriers and force fum- 
bles. Has an expansive pass-rushing repertoire. 
Weaknesses: Plays with a narrow base and some- 
times looks stiff. Struggles to hold his ground at 
the point of attack. Must show better discipline. 
Bottom line: Hopoi is versatile, having played 
tackle and end, but he could be a liability against 
the run. He might fit best as an end in a 3-4. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


INSIDE 


early every player at this 
position lacks some of the key 
measurables NFL teams want in 


inside linebackers. As a result, no one in 
the group carries a first-round grade, and 
only two players, Maryland's D’'Qwell 
Jackson and lowa’s Abdul Hodge, have the 
potential to sneak into the bottom of 
Round 1. 

Jackson is coming off a strong 
senior season that caused his 
stock to climb. Although he is 
undersized, he moves well and 
has a nose for the ball. He will 
be most effective in a scheme 
in which he is protected by the 
linemen and allowed to run to the 
ball. He must become stronger but 
has the ability to start, which is why he 
could sneak into the first round. 

Hodge also is a potential starter, but he 
doesn't possess any dominating traits that 
should push him above Round 2. He made 
a ton of tackles in college and has a knack 
for making big plays. He lacks ideal size 
but has enough speed to make plays. 

Virginia junior Kai Parham is the only 
other inside linebacker with a solid Day 1 
grade. He has all the measurables but 
plays a bit stiff and missed a lot of time 
in 05 because of injuries. Parham might 
be picked in the second round but would 
be a great value in Round 3. 

Expect Alabama's Freddie Roach, 
Arizona State's Dale Robinson and Oregon 
State's Trent Bray to stay on the board 
until Day 2. 

*Denotes underclassman 


~ NFL optimum 
NFL minimum : 
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E a 
{Inside linebackers in a 3-4 and the middle fine- eel 
| backer in a 4-3 share a primary responsibility: 
stopping the run between the tackles. That 
} requires the size and strength to shed blacks and 
the athletic ability to slip blocks. Some inside 


How INSIDE Lin ERS are graded Against inside run: Steps up and fills the hole, physical, takes on blockers. 
linebackers are replaced on passing downs by Against outside run: 1 Wards off blocks, gets to sideline, pursuit. Blitz/pass rush: Power or finesse, use of hands, feet. Key and diagnose: Reads 
players who have better cover skills, but the trend and reacts, gets jump on the ball. Lateral pursuit: Gets over trash, hips, sideline chase. Tackling: Wraps up, physical, drags down, solid. 

| — has shifted to every-down linebackers who have Pass drop: Hips and turns, depth, zone coverage. Pass coverage/hands: Man coverage, hips and turns.. 
the athletic ability and speed to stay on the field. / Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bow! player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
q sy vA, 5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0-Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 
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1. D'Qwell Jackson, Maryland 
6-0'% 228 4.70 (40 time} 

NFL comparison: A! Wilson, Broncos 
Strengths: Is productive and physical at the point 
of attack. Excels at changing direction and works 
well sideline to sideline. Shows quickness and 
takes solid angles. Displays solid pop. Can make 
physical and aggressive open-field tackles and 
force fumbles. |s smooth in coverage as a natural 
playmaker. Gets a nice jump off the line. Plays 
with solid instincts, like a coach on the field. 
Reads keys quickly; rarely takes a false step. Is 
always in position. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't have elite speed. Is 
undersized and needs to strengthen his lower 
body. Lacks the base to take on 
blockers. Plays too upright when 
filling gaps. Is better against the 
run than the pass. 

Bottom line: Jackson steadily 
improved his game in college. He is 
undersized and needs to strengthen 
his lower body, but he is enough of a 
physical playmaker to start. He 
might fit best as a weakside line- 
backer on a team that runs a cover 2 
defense, which emphasizes athleti- 
cism over size. He has a high sec- 
ond-round grade, but if he runs well 
in workouts, he could sneak into the 
first round. FINAL GRADE: 7.9 


2. Abdul Hodge, lowa 

5-11 233 4.70 

NFL comparison: Ed Hartwell, Falcons 
Strengths: |s tough, powerful and fast. Has the 
size and strength to take on big blockers, shed 
them and make tackles. Plays with solid technique 
and leverage. Shows instincts and intelligence. 
Doesn't get fooled by play-action, Excels at 
tackling, Is adept at blitzing. Plays hard and 
delivers big hits. 

Weaknesses: Isn't fluid. Struggles to change 
direction quickly and is slow to reach full speed. 
Sometimes looks stiff. Shows limited range in zone 
coverage. Is limited in man-to-man coverage. 
Bottom line: Hodge made a lot of plays in 
college—he was lowa’s leading tackler over the 
past three seasons. Even though he has limited 
range, he has the power and toughness to make 
big plays in the NFL. He should be selected early 
in the second round. FINAL GRADE; 7.7 


3. Kai Parham, Virginia* 

6-3 248 4.55 

NFL comparison: Dan Morgan, Panthers 
Strengths: Is big and tall with a strong build. 
Plays with intensity and power. Shows speed and 
initial quickness. Makes big hits. Moves well 
laterally and plays under control, Takes solid 
angles and makes plays in pursuit. Is a solid open- 
field tackler. Stuffs the run. Has improved as a 
blitzer. Shows a great work ethic. 

Weaknesses; Sometimes plays too upright and 
stiff; struggles to change direction. Needs to play 
with better leverage. Isn't a fluid athlete. Has trou- 
ble turning and running in coverage. Lacks a feel 
for zone coverage. Struggles against quicker run- 


2nd round 


2nd round 


3rd round 
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ning backs in man-to-man coverage. 
Bottom line: Parham isn't an elite athlete, but 


his combination of size, speed and strength is off 
the charts. He steadily has improved his play and 


has the potential to become a starter, which 
would make him a nice pick in the third round. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.7 


4. Freddie Roach, Alabama 
6-15 255 4.80 

Strengths: Has NFL height and bulk. Shows the 
versatility to play inside or outside. Plays with 
solid technique. Holds his ground at the point of 
attack. Is strong; sheds blocks quickly to pop 
ballcarriers, Sees the field well and shows great 
instincts. Shows quick 
footwork and a nice 
burst on blitzes. Plays 
with toughness and shows 
great character and 

work ethic. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite 
speed and athleticism. 
Doesn't change direction 
quickly; can be a liability 
against play-action and 
lacks range in coverage. 
Sometimes looks stiff. 
Doesn't make many 

big plays. 

Bottom line: Roach has 
worked to improve his game and has the 
attitude, skills and intangibles needed to be a 
solid player. He offers added value on special 
teams. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


4th round 
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5. Dale Robinson, Arizona State 

6-0 230 4.80 4th round 
Strengths: Has a strong lower body. Is active and 
shows instincts and quickness. Plays smart and 
tough. Has solid recognition skills and makes 
quick decisions. Makes big plays. Isn't afraid to 
deliver big hits. Plays hard and doesn't give up on 
plays. Is durable. Gets nice depth and shows 
instincts in zone coverage. 

Weaknesses: Lacks speed and quickness. Is strong 
but undersized and can get overpowered. Will not 
be able to slip NFL blockers. Struggles against 
quicker running backs in man coverage. Has trou- 
ble shedding blocks and closing on plays. 

Bottom line: Robinson's lack of size and speed 
will limit him in the NFL. He has potential on 
special teams and as a backup linebacker. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.6 


6. Trent Bray, Oregon State 

6-0% 233 4.85 5th round 
Strengths: Plays physical for his size. Hustles 
nonstop, working from sideline to sideline. Shows 
straight-line speed and the quickness and 
instincts to get jumps on the ball. Is an aggres- 
sive tackling machine; seems to be in every play. 
Is smart; diagnoses quickly and shows great 
anticipation. 

Weaknesses: Has below-average size and speed. 
Sometimes moves stiffly. ls much better against 
the run than in coverage. Lacks the speed to turn 
and run with fast ballcarriers. 

Bottom line: Bray has played inside and outside 
but is better suited for the inside. He makes up for 
his lack of measurables with instincts and effort. 


On the rise 

D'Qwell Jackson, Maryland 

Is quick and physical. Had his best 
season as a senior and seems to be 
hitting his stride. 


On the decline 

Tim McGarigle, Northwestern 
Concerns about his lack of size, speed 
and durability could hold him back on 
draft day. 

Sleeper 

Trent Bray, Oregon State 

This son of a football coach doesn't 


have great measurables but is a smart 
overachiever who will do what it takes. 


Unrealized potential 

Tim Dobbins, lowa State 

Plays hard and has nice speed but has 
struggled to refine his technique and 
improve his game. 


Biggest risk 

Oliver Hoyte, N.C. State 

Is a tenacious, powerful player with 
excellent skills, but concerns exist 
about his durability after knee and 
ankle injuries in college. 
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Bray should contribute right away on special 
teams. FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


7. Oliver Hoyte, H.C. State 

6-2’ 246 4.85 6th round 
Strengths: |s big, powerful and productive against 
the run. Is technically sound. Makes sound reads 
and decisions. Doesn't get fooled by play-action 
fakes. Matches up well with bigger blockers in 
tight spaces. Sheds blocks quickly to make tackles. 
Is quick and shows a closing burst. Shows superior 
tackling skills. Remains tenacious until the whistle 
blows. Shows toughness and leadership skills. 
Weaknesses: Lacks speed, especially as a pass 
rusher. Must improve at changing 

direction. Sometimes struggles 

in coverage. Shows limited 

ball skills and doesn't 

make big plays. 4 
Past knee and 

ankle injuries Q 

raise durability 
concerns. 
Bottom line: 
Hoyte has 

the 

potential to 
shine on special 
teams and could 
develop into a 
solid 5 
contributor at ae 
linebacker. 
FINAL 
GRADE: 4.9 
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8, Tim Dobbins, lowa State 
6-1 241 4.64 6th round 
Strengths: Has size and speed. Shows power at 
the point of attack. Takes solid angles to the ball 
and makes plays on the run. Plays with intensity 
and a mean streak. Can deliver big hits that knock 
balls loose. Is a solid tackler. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite athleticism. Doesn't play 
well against the pass; is often beaten by play- 
action and pump fakes. Runs too straight-line; 
gets caught out of position because of poor deci- 
sions on blocks. Struggles when forced to change 
direction quickly. 
Bottom line: Dobbins steadily improved in his two 
years at lowa State after transferring from junior 
college. He possesses the qualities to be an effi- 
cient run stopper but offers little against the 
pass. FINAL GRADE: 4.8 


9. Tim McGarigle, Northwestern 
6-0'%% 240 4.80 6th round 
Strengths: |s tough and aggressive; 
plays hard to the whistle. Recognizes 
plays, stays in position and makes 
solid reads. Takes sound angles. 
Takes on blockers, sheds 
and finds the ball. 


Can make plays in coverage. Breaks down plays 
well, Tackles with power and great technique. Has 
versatility; also played outside linebacker. 
Weaknesses: Has only adequate height and size. 
Lacks elite quickness and speed. Shows limited 
range. Lacks the ability to adjust and redirect in 
the open field. Doesn't explode with initial burst. 
Needs to strengthen his lower body. Has minor 
durability concerns. 

Bottom line: McGarigle lacks ideal athleticism 
for the NFL but has some late-round upside 
because of his smarts, great hustle and work 
ethic. FINAL GRADE: 4.6 


10, Freddy Keiaho, San Diego State 

6-0 230 4.65 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s athletic and aggressive. Shows nice 
initial burst and quickness. Has great instincts 
and takes solid angles. Chases plays from sideline 
to sideline and has the speed to make plays from 
behind. Can cover most running backs. Explodes 
into tackles. Shows solid ball skills. 

Weaknesses: Lacks NFL height and bulk. Is consis- 
tently overmatched by bigger blockers. Technique 
is raw: doesn't have ideal awareness. Takes too 
long to react and tends to get caught out of posi- 
tion, Looks hesitant. Often struggles to find the 
ball. Sometimes gets overaggressive. 

Bottom line: Keiaho's raw skills and lack of size 
limit his potential—he must contribute on special 
teams and try to develop into a capable backup. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


11. Anthony Schlegel, Ohio State 
6-074 247 4.90 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is strong and powerful; fill holes hard 
and takes on blocks. Has solid shart-area power. 
Shows sound technique; gets leverage and uses 
his hands well. Packs pop at the point of attack. 
Delivers big hits as a tackler. Plays with sound 
instincts. Is effective as a pass rusher. 
Weaknesses: Lacks speed and athleti- 
cism. Struggles to change direction in 
coverage. Plays too upright. Is 
vulnerable in man coverage. Has 
jimited range and ball skills. 
Knee surgery as a junior raises 
durability issues. 
Bottom line: Schlegel's 
power, aggressiveness and 
sound tackling should make 
teams consider him in the 
late rounds or as a free 
agent. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


12. Justin London, UCLA 
6-0% 231 4.80 
Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is smart; 
reads plays well and 
doesn't get fooled by 
fakes. Takes solid angles 
to the ball. Hits hard 
and is a great open-field 
tackler. Shows quickness 
and straight-line speed. 
Shows burst on blitzes. 
Works well in zone coverage. 


My opponents would say the best thing | do is: 

I'm not a one-dimensional player. | can take 

on blocks, but | also have quickness to get 
to the ball. 

My friends would describe my personality as: 
Quiet, calm and cool. I'm just an average 
dude, just one of the guys. But on the field, 
I'm a totally different person. 
The NFL player | am most like: A lot of 
people compare me to (Jonathan Vilma). 
We have the same build. He can shed 
blocks and run around blocks. He's a 
smaller guy, so guys like us can't afford to 
make a false step. 
When people say I'm too short, | say: Being 
smaller has its advantages and disadvantages. 
... I'm just as tough as anyone else who plays 
linebacker. Being short actually works to my 
advantage against taller linemen because I'm able to 
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get under their pads and get off blocks. 
When | score my first NFL touchdown: |'m going to keep the 
ball. I'll take my time walking from the end zone to the 
sideline to make sure | enjoy it. 
The first thing I'll buy after | sign my contract: When 
| was a freshman (at Maryland), E.J. Henderson 
bought a Range Rover. He let me drive it, and ever 
since then | fell in love with it. That's my 
motivation. 
The kind of defense | fit best in: Right now, !'m 
comfortable in a 3-4. I've never played in a 4-3 
before. It would be a new challenge. | just have to 
tackle the guy with the ball and know where I'm 
supposed to be at the right time. It's still football. 
When | speak to former teammates: They tell me in 
the NFL, this is these guys’ career. Some guys have 
been doing it for 10 years. So when you come, you better 
be ready to come with everything. The NFL means Not For 
Long, so you have to take care of business. 


Weaknesses: An '04 ankle injury and offseason 
surgery pose durability concerns, Must add bulk. 
Tends to run around blockers instead of taking 
them on in holes. Sometimes looks stiff in 
coverage. 

Bottom line: London must prove to scouts his 
ankle is sound enough to warrant a draft pick. But 


he likely will need to make a roster as a free agent. 


FINAL GRADE; 3.8 


13. Sam McGrew, Florida State 

6-1% 240 4.90 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has excellent size and 
strength. Plays with a mean streak. Holds 
his ground at the point of attack. Is 
relentless and always gives the extra effort 
to make plays. Is a powerful tackler with 
sound technique; wraps up well. 
Weaknesses: Has below-average speed. Is 
vulnerable in man-to-man coverage. Lacks 
range and doesn't take solid angles to the 
ball. 

Bottom line: McGrew was a reliable back- 
up in college but rarely started. He filled 
in for suspended starter A.J. Nicholson at 
the '06 Orange Bowl and responded with a 
career-high 11 tackles. McGrew could be a 
quality reserve and special teams player. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


14, Jimmy Cottrell, New Mexico State 
6-0% 235 4.85 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is fierce and shows some big- 
play flair. Shows solid instincts to 
dissect plays before the snap. Shows 
sound technique and fills holes well. 
Plays with solid leverage and toughness. 
Is a great tackler. 

Weaknesses: Is undersized and must add 
bulk. Lacks straight-line speed. Lacks 
change-of-direction skills and can be a 
liability in man-to-man coverage. 
Struggles to cover running backs. 


Bottom line: Cottrell always hustles and contin- 
ves to improve. He is a smart and competitive 
and could make a roster as a free agent. 

FINAL GRADE: 3.7 


15. Lawrence Pinson, Oklahoma State 

6-0 245 4.85 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s sound technically. 1s durable and 
tough. Is a great tackler. Has solid experience 
against elite competition. 


SKILL SET 


Best in passing game 
D'Qwell Jackson, Maryland 

Is smart and instinctive. Reads his keys 
quickly and is smooth and athletic in 
coverage. 


Best vs. outside run 

Kai Parham, Virginia 

Is an intense player with explosive burst 
and speed. Has excellent instincts, 
lateral mobility and tackling skills. 


Best vs. inside run 

Abdul Hodge, lowa 

Plays low and quick. Doesn't get fooled. 
Has the strength to shed blockers and 
excellent tackling skills, 


Best in pursuit 

Kai Parham, Virginia 

Has the strength to shed blockers, 
knows how to take good angles and has 
the closing burst to catch runners from 
behind. 


Most versatile 

D'Qwell Jackson, Maryland 

Is a gifted athlete who is about as good 
against the pass as he is against the 
run. Could play on the weak side in a 
cover 2 defense. 


TSN's football library: sportingnews.com/books/foothall 


Weaknesses: Lacks ideal speed. Takes some false 
steps and poor angles to the ball. Often is caught 
out of position and doesn't play with great 
awareness or instincts. 

Bottom line: Pinson had a disappointing senior 
season. Although he shows the toughness and 
power to play middle linebacker in the NFL, he is 
not an ideal every-down player. He projects as a 
reserve and likely will have to make a roster as a 
free agent. FINAL GRADE: 3.7 
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T: group is heavy on depth and 
talent—as many as 10 outside 
linebackers could be selected on 
Day 1. Ohio State's A.J. Hawk might be 
among the first five picks overall, and 
lowa's Chad Greenway could come off the 
board in the top 10. 

Hawk is the complete package. He is an 
aggressive run defender and has the speed 
to rush the passer and make plays in cov- 
erage. Greenway has great instincts and 
makes plays from 
sideline to sideline. 

Alabama's DeMeco Ryans also could 
come off the board in the first round. He's 
undersized but counters with great 
instincts and quickness. He is best when 
protected so he can run to the ball and 
make plays. 

UTEP’s Thomas Howard, Ohio State's 
Bobby Carpenter and Florida State’s Ernie 
Sims have high second-round grades. 
Howard has excellent size and speed. 
Carpenter can play outside or inside but 
must improve his strength. Sims has 
excellent speed and playmaking ability 
but lacks ideal size and strength. 

Miami's Rocky Mcintosh and Florida 
State's A.J. Nicholson carry second- 
round grades but have red flags that 
concern scouts. Mcintosh has suffered 
through back, shoulder and knee prob- 
lems. Nicholson was arrested twice in 
the past year. 

Stanford's Jon Alston (size) and Georgia 
Tech's Gerris Wilkinson (speed) are poten- 
tial Day 1 picks but have shortcomings. 
“Denotes underclassman 
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NFL optimum 
NFL minimum 
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Outside linebackers must haye the strength to 
shed blocks, the speed to make plays from side- 
line to sideline and the athletic ability to play in 
zone or man coverage. In a 4-3 scheme, outside 
linebackers rarely rush the passer; teams use a 
speedy weakside linebacker as a situational pass 
rusher coming off the edge. In a 3-4, outside 
linebackers are a team’s primary pass rushers but 
must be big enough to hold up at the line. 
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How OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS are graded Against inside run: Steps up and fills the hole, physical, takes on blockers. 

Against outside run: Wards off blocks, gets to sideline, pursuit. Blitz/pass rush; Power or finesse, use of hands, feet. Key and diagnose: Reads 
and reacts, gets jump on the ball. Lateral pursuit: Gets over trash, hips, sideline chase. Tackling: Wraps up, physical, drags down, solid. 

Pass drop: Hips and turns, depth, zone coverage. Pass coverage/hands: Man coverage, hips and turns. 

Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 


1. A.J. Hawk, Ohio State 

6-1'4 243 4.53 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Takeo Spikes, Bills 
Against the inside run: |s a tackling machine. 
Attacks the line of scrimmage, is physical at the 
point of attack and uses his hands well to shed 
blockers. Must strengthen his lower body and add 
bulk to hold his ground against NFL linemen. 
Grade: 8.4 

Against the outside run; Shows great open-field 
speed and range. Is quick to diagnose plays and 
takes great angles to the ball. Shuts down cutback 
lanes in pursuit. Wraps up and explodes 
through tackles. Grade: 8.5 
Blitz/coverage: Shows great instincts and 
explosiveness. Is disruptive and relentless 
in the backfield. Shows a closing burst as 
a pass rusher. Matches up well with tight 
ends and running backs on underneath 
zones but lacks the smooth hips to turn 
and run with them in man-to-man cover- 
age. Grade: 8.6 

Run/pass recognition: Excels in this area. 
Rarely takes false steps. Shows superior 
awareness. Always is in position to make 
plays. Grade: 8.5 

Pursuit/tackling: Makes sideline-to-side- 
line plays but always stays under control. Shows 
stiff hips, which reduce his ability to make quick 
cuts; compensates with speed and superior posi- 
tioning. Grade: 8.4 

Bottom line: Hawk is the most complete linebacker 
in the '06 draft, He is versatile and can play ina 
4-3 or 3-4 but is at his best when protected by 
defensive tackles and free to chase the ball. He is a 
potential top five pick overall. FINAL GRADE: 8.5 


Ist round 


2. Chad Greenway, lowa 

6-2% 242 4.56 

NFL comparison: Keith Brooking, Falcons 
Against the inside run; |s aggressive, showing 
power and explosiveness in tight spaces. Attacks 
the line of scrimmage and uses his hands well to 


Ist round 


My breakthrough moment 
asa college player: My first 

~ Start, the 2003 opener against 
Miami of Ohio and Ben 


Round 


shed blockers. Must strengthen his lower body and 
add bulk to be a force against NFL linemen. 
Grade: 8.2 

Against the outside run: Is a sideline-to-sideline 
playmaker with great speed and quickness. Has 
great lateral pursuit, takes solid angles to the ball 
and shows an explosive burst. Seals the backside 
in pursuit and fills cutback lanes. Grade: 8.5 
Blitz/coverage: Shows great quickness and 
instincts on blitzes and a closing burst as a rusher. 
Can turn and run with running backs and tight 
ends and drops quickly into his zone. Must develop 
better man-to-man skills downfield. Grade: 8.2 
Run/pass 
recognition: Shows 
great awareness and 
reads plays quickly 
and correctly. 

Rarely takes false 
steps or gets caught 
out of position. 
Grade: 8.3 
Pursuit/tackling: 
Uses great body can- 
trol and vision to 
break down and 
make tackles in pur- 
suit, shutting down cutback lanes. Is a steady and 
explosive tackler in the open field. Grade: 8.3 
Bottom line: Greenway has all the tools to be an 
outstanding weakside linebacker. There are con- 
cerns about a serious knee injury he suffered in 
‘02, but that won't be enough to push him down 
the board. He should contribute as a rookie, possi- 
bly as a starter. FINAL GRADE: 8,3 


3. DeMeco Ryans, Alabama 

6-14 239 4.70 

NFL comparison: D.J. Williams, Broncos 
Against the inside run: Lacks ideal size and bulk 
to hold his ground at the point of attack but 
makes up for it with great technique, instincts and 
quickness. Plays with leverage. Grade: 7.9 
Against the outside run: Moves well laterally along 


Taken 
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the line of scrimmage. Uses his hands and nice 
body control to fight through traffic. Breaks down, 
doesn't overpursue and is a reliable open-field 
tackler. Grade: 8.5 

Blitz/coverage: Shows quickness and instincts on 
blitzes. Has experience as a pass rusher and has 
more than one move. Is quick enough to cover 
tight ends and running backs near the line and on 
underneath zones. Lacks the speed to play man- 
to-man downfield. Grade: 8.0 

Run/pass recognition: Rarely takes false steps or 
gets caught out of position. Plays with discipline 
and fundamentals and doesn't miss an assignment. 
Grade: 8.0 

Pursuit/tackling: Compensates for lack of elite 
speed with a nose for the ball. Always gets into 
position to make tackles. Explodes through tackles 
but wraps up and plays under control. Grade: 8.2 
Bottom line: Ryans is versatile; he played inside 
and outside and as a pass-rushing end. He might be 
best suited for inside as a downhill defender attack- 
ing the line of scrimmage. He should contribute 
nicely as a rookie. FINAL GRADE: 8.1 


4, Thomas Howard, UTEP 

6-2’% 234 4.49 

NFL comparison: Boss Bailey, Lions 
Strengths: Shows first-step burst, great body con- 
trol and change-of-direction skills. Makes plays 
sideline to sideline. Disrupts many plays in the 
backfield. Is aggressive in pursuit, uses his hands 
well to fight through traffic and chases down the 
ball from behind. Tackles with pop. Is an effective 
edge pass rusher; shows a nice closing burst. Has 
upside in coverage because of athleticism and 
smooth transition in his hips to turn and run. Can 
contribute immediately on special teams. 
Weaknesses: Sometimes plays with blinders on; 
he becomes too aggressive, overruns the ball and 
takes himself out of plays. Must shed bad habits 
developed against lesser competition, such as 
skipping blockers and taking poor angles. Bites on 
play-action and is slow to drop into coverage. 
Struggled to make plays on the ball at the Senior 


2nd round 


The NFL player | am most like: | would like to say Brian 
Urlacher, but | would never demean him by saying that. | 
would say | have the most potential to be like him because 
of my style of play. 


The NFL player | can’t wait to face off against: 
LaDainian Tomlinson. He obviously is one of the 
best players in the league, and it would be a great 
challenge to attempt to tackle him in the open 
field. 
When | score my first NFL touchdown: | will keep 
the ball and give it to my dad, Alan Greenway. My 
dad is my hero, a guy | would love to be like some 
day. He's just a farmer in South Dakota, but he's 
the hardest-working man I've ever met. 
My greatest motivation in college: When Sportins 
News called me the most overrated player in the 
Big Ten in its preview yearbook before the 2004 
season. It's going to take a lot of coaxing for me to 
buy another Sportinc News (laughs). 


Roethlisberger. | had 13 tackles that game, 
a pretty good start to the career. 

My opponents would say the best thing | do 
is: Fly around to the football. I'm relentless. | 
don't take a play off. 

The reason I'm better than most players at my position: 
| can cover like a defensive back, whether I'm dropping into cov- 
erage or playing on the line. 

The part of my game that will need the most work in the NFL: 
Using my hands to get off the bigger tackles and guards. 

The biggest challenge about making the transition to the NFL: 
Learning the system as a rookie and adjusting to the speed of the 
game. 

My friends would describe my personality as: Outgoing. I'm 
always happy, always trying to get people fired up in practice. 
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On the rise 
Bobby Carpenter, Ohio State 

Has terrific size and speed. Is a versatile, tal- 
ented, hard worker who continues to improve. 


On the decline 

A.J. Nicholson, Florida State 

Is a playmaker, but his lack of great speed, 
durability concerns and off-the-field issues will 
hurt his stock. 

Sleeper 

Jon Alston, Stanford 

Is quick and athletic, Could be a solid NFL 
starter if he adds size and continues to develop. 


Unrealized potential 


Leon Williams, Miami 
Has size, strength, speed and athleticism but 
hasn't shown the desire to excel. 


Bowl and dropped two potential interceptions. 
Bottom line: Howard has great upside but faces 
a big learning curve from a mid-major confer- 
ence, where he relied a bit too much on speed 
and athleticism. He grades out as an early 
second-round prospect but could sneak into 
Round 1. FINAL GRADE: 7.8 


5. Bobby Carpenter, Ohio State 

6-2'% 254 4.52 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Napoleon Harris, Vikings 
Strengths: Has nice speed and size with a frame 
to add bulk. Shows body control and change-of- 
direction skills. Can turn and run with tight ends 
and running backs in man-to-man coverage. Gets 
quickly into deep drops in zone coverage. Takes 
solid angles to the ball, breaks down in pursuit 
and makes tackles in the open field. Has experi- 
ence at end; shows potential as an edge pass 


rusher. Shows 
solid blitz 
instincts and a 
closing burst. 
Works hard and 
has a great atti- 
tude. Should 
contribute early 
on special 
teams. 
Weaknesses: 
Must become 
stronger and 
play with better 
leverage at the 
point of attack. 
Allows blockers 
to get into 
body; must 
learn to use his 
hands and 
upper-body 
strength to shed 
blockers. 
Bottom line: 
Carpenter has 
the versatility to 
back up at sev- 
eral positions 
until he devel- 
ops and finds an 
ideal fit as a starter. He might fit best outside in a 
3-4 because of his range in coverage and pass- 
rushing skills, His unquestioned work ethic and 
high character leave little doubt he will continue 
to improve. FINAL GRADE: 7.7 


6. Ernie Sims, Florida State* 
6-0 220 4.49 

NFL comparison: lan Gold, Broncos 
Strengths: Is fast, athletic and tenacious. Makes 
plays from sideline to sideline and always is around 
the ball, Shows quickness in pursuit; takes sound 
angles, uses his upper-body strength to fight 
through traffic and explodes into ballcarriers. 
Shows awareness in coverage. Drops quickly in 
zones and matches up well with tight ends and 
running backs in man-to-man. Has the speed and 
mentality to contribute on special teams. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal size and must strengthen 
his lower body to hold his ground at the point of 
attack, Tends to allow blockers to get into his 
body and ride him out of plays. Tries to avoid 
blockers; can get caught out of position. 
Sometimes is too aggressive in the open field. 
Lacks great blitz instincts, Character and durabili- 
ty are concerns. Arrest led to a disorderly conduct 
charge in ‘05. Broke an ankle in the spring of ‘05 
and has had multiple concussions. 

Bottom line: Sims fits the profile of a weakside 
linebacker in a cover 2 scheme. Until ready to 
start, he can play in nickel packages because of his 
elite coverage and ball skills. FINAL GRADE: 7.6 


7. Rocky Mcintosh, Miami 

6-2 235 4.65 

NFL comparison: Will Witherspoon 
Strengths: Shows outstanding athleticism and 


2nd round 


2nd round 


does his best work in the open field. Uses his 
hands well to fight through traffic and aggressively 
pursues the ball. Takes solid angles, doesn't over- 
pursue, breaks down and is an explosive tackler. Is 
a solid edge rusher and shows a closing burst. Has 
upside in coverage. Has experience and is produc- 
tive on special teams. Possesses a solid work ethic 
and on-field intensity, Is smart and disciplined; 
earned his degree before his senior season. 
Weaknesses: Durability is a big concern. Missed 
time because of shoulder problems and a herniat- 
ed disk in 04. Sat out ‘05 spring practice and had 
his knee scoped for the second time just before 
fall practices began. Must improve his awareness 
in pass coverage. Must add bulk to improve his 
leverage at the point of attack. 

Bottom line: Mcintosh is best suited to play on 
the weak side, where he can use his athleticism 
and speed in the open field. He projects as a 
future starter and would be rated higher if not for 
the durability concerns. FINAL GRADE: 7.5 


8. A.J. Nicholson, Florida State 

6-0% 241 4.70 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Demarrio Williams, Falcons 
Strengths: Is a playmaker; always is around the 
ball. Uses instincts, quickness and athleticism to 
compensate for a lack of speed. Has the bulk and 
lower-body strength to hold his ground at the 
point of attack. Uses his hands well to fight 
through traffic and is aggressive in pursuit. 
Makes fundamental tackles in the open field. 
Shows nice blitz instincts and a closing burst to 
the quarterback. Shows fluid hips, nice aware- 
ness and ball skills in coverage. Has a knack for 
causing fumbles. 

Weaknesses: Character and durability are major 
concerns. Has had multiple off-field incidents; was 
arrested twice during the past year and also was 
suspended and sent home before the Orange Bowl. 
Had MCL surgery on his right knee in ‘03. Lacks 
ideal size. Must become faster to perform at a 
high level in the NFL. Can get engulfed by offen- 
sive linemen in traffic. 

Bottom line: Nicholson is fiery and has the poten- 
tial to be a starter on the weak side. He is a solid 
second-round prospect but might get drafted lower 
because of his red flags. FINAL GRADE: 7,3 


9. Jon Alston, Stanford 

6-0% 218 4.55 

NFL comparison: Mark Simoneau, Eagles 
Strengths: Is athletic and shows great instincts. 
Takes solid angles to the ball and pursues hard on 
every play, Shows nice body control, quickness, 
speed and range in run support. Doesn't overpur- 
sue and fills cutback lanes. Hits hard. Consistently 
wraps up ballcarriers in the open field. Is an 
instinctive blitzer; avoids blocks to get to quarter- 
backs. Shows improved coverage skills and athleti- 
cism to match up with NFL running backs and 
tight ends. Has the experience and mind-set to 
contribute on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Is undersized. Lacks the ideal bulk 
and lower-body strength to hold his ground at the 
point of attack. Must learn to play with better 
leverage. Must improve his recognition skills. 
Tends to get lost in coverage. 


3rd round 


Bottom line: Alston eventually could develop into a 
starter in a cover 2 scheme, where speed and ath- 
leticism are favored over size. FINAL GRADE: 6.5 


10. Gerris Wilkinson, Georgia Tech 
6-25 234 4.70 

NFL comparison: Tommy Polley 
Strengths: Has experience playing inside, out- 
side and at end. Shows nice quickness and 
change-of-direction skills. Uses his long arms to 
sift through traffic when moving laterally along 
the line of scrimmage. Is a solid open-field tack- 
ler. As a pass rusher, shows an explosive first 
step and nice closing burst. In coverage, drops 
quickly into deep zones and uses his arms to jam 
tight ends. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to be a dominant 
outside linebacker and the explosiveness to be a 
pass-rush end. Must add bulk to help him hold his 
ground at the point of attack. Gets engulfed by 
offensive linemen. Must become stronger and use 
his hands better to shed blockers. 

Bottom line: Wilkinsons best fit might be outside 
in a 3-4 alignment, but he shows the intelligence 
and versatility to play multiple positions. He could 
contribute as a wave pass rusher as a rookie. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.2 


Il. Keith Ellison, Oregon State 

6-0% 228 4.70 4th round 
Strengths: |s a former strong safety with a nose 
for the ball. Hustles on every play and makes plays 
sideline to sideline. Does his best work in the open 
field or when protected by defensive linemen. 
Matches up well man-to-man against running 
backs and tight ends. Shows range in zone 
coverage and solid ball skills. Contributes on spe- 
cial teams. 

Weaknesses: Must add bulk and strengthen his 
lower body. Plays undisciplined. Takes poor angles 
to the ball. Must play smarter and show improved 
tun/pass recognition. Struggles to hold his ground 
at the point of attack. Doesn't read keys quickly; 
bites on play-action. 

Bottom line: Ellison's instincts and athleticism 
make him an attractive project as a weakside line- 
backer. FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


12. Stephen Tulloch, N.C. State* 

5-11 230 4.60 4th round 
Strengths: Is aggressive, quick and agile. Takes 
solid angles and always gets to the ball. Is strong; 
strikes and wraps up ballcarriers with a sudden 
burst. Plays at full speed but under control; breaks 
down plays and rarely overpursues. Shows nice 
recognition skills in coverage and drops quickly 
into zones. Has a solid feel for blitzing. Plays with 
intensity on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Lacks size and elite speed. Doesn't 
have the lower-body strength to hold his ground at 
the point of attack. Gets engulfed by offensive 
linemen and doesn't use his hands well to shed 
blockers. Lacks experience in coverage and doesn't 
show natural ball skills. 

Bottom line: Tulloch is a playmaker with upside, 
but he needs time to develop physically. He 
should contribute on special teams right away. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


3rd round 


13. Travis Williams, Auburn 

5-11% 217 4.60 4th round 
Strengths: Plays faster than his 40-yard dash 
time indicates. Makes plays sideline to sideline. 
Shows nice instincts, takes solid angles to the ball 
and always is around plays. Fills cutback lanes. Is 
a solid, explosive tackler. Changes direction well 
and moves his hips well enough to cover tight 
ends and running backs man-to-man. 
Weaknesses: Gets overwhelmed at the point of 
attack. Tries to skip blocks and gets walled off and 
caught out of position. Must learn to take on 
blockers. Is a durability concern because of his 
size and lingering injuries from ‘O05. 

Bottom line: Williams lacks the size and strength 
to be more than a nickel linebacker. He possibly 
could develop into a strong safety and already is a 
special teams playmaker. FINAL GRADE: 5.7 


14. James Anderson, Virginia Tech 
6-274 222 4.47 4th round 
Strengths: Shows the speed and athleticism to 
make plays from sideline to sideline. Breaks down 
and makes fundamental tackles. Shows the 
smooth hip movements and change-of-direction 
skills to turn and run with tight ends and running 
backs in man-to-man coverage. Has extensive 
experience on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the size and lower-body 
strength to play with leverage at the point of 
attack. Gets engulfed by offensive linemen and 
struggles to shed blocks. Must be protected by 
defensive linemen. Sometimes gets 
caught in traffic. Must improve 
recognition skills to avoid missteps. 
Bottom line: Anderson must add bulk 
to play weakside linebacker in base 
packages. He could contribute on 
special teams and in nickel packages 
right away. FINAL GRADE: 5.6 


15. Leon Williams, Miami 

6-3 240 4.65 4th round 
Strengths; Shows sideline-to-side- 
line range and is an explosive tack- 
ler. Has the size and strength to take 
on offensive linemen. Has experi- 
ence at all three linebacker spots; is 
best suited to play outside because 
of his height and upright style. 
Shows the change-of-direction skills 
to be effective in coverage. 
Weaknesses: Diagnoses plays too 
slowly. Gets out of position and 
takes poor angles to the ball. Doesn't 
use his hands well to shed blockers 
or hold his ground at the point of 
attack. Misses too many open-field 
tackles. Bites on play-action fakes. 
Has had nagging injuries. 

Bottom line: Williams has great 
upside, but he needs a lot of work. His 
shaky work ethic is reflected in his 
lack of basic technique and limited 
improvement in college. He has Day 1 
physical skills but might still be on 
the board as late as the fifth round, 
FINAL GRADE: 5.5 
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J OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 
16. Spencer Havner, UCLA 


6-2’ 239 4.85 5th round 
Strengths: Has a powerful upper body and long 
arms. Uses his strong hands to shed blockers. 
Attacks the line of scrimmage and holds his 
ground at the point of attack. Takes great angles 
to the ball. Is a reliable open-field tackler. Shows 
solid ball skills in coverage. 

Weaknesses: Has been slowed by shoulder and 
knee injuries; missed ‘04 Las Vegas Bow! because 
of knee surgery. Moves stiffly in and out of his cuts 
in coverage. Struggles to stop and accelerate. Has 
trouble covering faster, quicker tight ends and run- 
ning backs, Must improve pass-rushing skills. 
Bottom line: Havner could be moved inside unless 
he improves his speed enough to play on the 
strong side in a 4-3. FINAL GRADE: 5.3 


17. Omar Gaither, Tennessee 

6-2 235 4.50 Sth round 
Strengths: Plays his best in the open field and 
always seems to be around the ball. Shows great 
quickness and gets into position to make big 
plays. Uses his hands well to shed blockers. Moves 
well laterally and is a solid open-field tackler. 
Drops quickly into coverage. Shows a burst off the 
edge when blitzing. Is intelligent. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the bulk to hold his ground at 
the point of attack. Shows only average lower-body 
strength. Played the strong side in college but 
won't be able to handle NFL tight ends. Adequate 
speed might not be enough for the weak side. 


OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS e| 


Best vs. inside run 
Spencer Havner, UCLA 

Has a big, powerful frame, will take on and 
shed blockers and is an excellent tackler. 


Best vs. outside run 

Chad Greenway, lowa 

Plays sideline to sideline with speed, fights and 
sheds blocks and seals off and fills lanes. Has 
explosive burst and speed. 


Best pass rusher 

A.J. Hawk, Ohio State 

Has superb instincts and explosiveness; 
consistently gets penetration. Has outstanding 
speed and closing burst to the quarterback. 


Best in coverage 

Ernie Sims, Florida State 

Drops quickly into coverage and has the size, 
speed and strength to take on tight ends and 
running backs. 


Most versatile 

Bobby Carpenter, Ohio State 
Has played defensive end and is capable of 
playing any linebacker position. 


Bottom line: Gaither should become an attractive 
developmental prospect if he runs well in work- 
outs. He is a player to watch. FINAL GRADE: 5.1 


18. Brandon Johnson, Louisville 

6-514 213 4.48 5th round 
Strengths: Shows speed and above-average quick- 
ness. Changes direction well. Makes plays sideline 
to sideline, breaks down well when filling cutback 
lanes and is an adequate tackler in the open field. 
Shows a nice closing burst when blitzing. Shows 
solid awareness and athleticism and adequate ball 
skills in coverage. 

Weaknesses: Must add bulk and become stronger. 
Is a liability against the run; lacks the lower-body 
strength to hold his ground at the point of attack. 
Tends to get manhandled. 

Bottom line: Johnson has the potential to be a 
disruptive force on special teams and might win a 
roster spot as a situational pass rusher and nickel 
linebacker. FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


19. Jamar Williams, Arizona State 

6-0'% 249 4.74 5th round 
Strengths: |s a fiery leader and big hitter who 
doesn't shy from contact. Attacks blockers and 
plays with solid leverage. Shows nice run/pass 
recognition and instincts. Takes solid angles to the 
ball and closes quickly. Shows potential as a pass 
rusher. Is experienced on special teams. 
Weaknesses: Is too short to play over tight ends 
on the line of scrimmage and too slow to play in 
the open field on the weak side. Struggles in man- 
to-man coverage against athletic tight ends and 
loses mismatches to running backs. Is slow to 
change direction. 

Bottom line: Williams finds ways to overcome 
his lack of elite athleticism. His combination of 
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durability, power, consistency and productivity 
will make him a mid-to-late Day 2 selection. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


20. Terna Nande, Miami (Ohio) 

6-2 222 4.45 6th round 
Strengths: Is an outstanding athlete with raw 
strength and explosiveness. Makes big hits by 
exploding into runners. Shows agility and run/pass 
recognition skills. Drops quickly into zone coverage 
and has range. Is strong enough to jam tight ends. 
ls effective and disruptive when blitzing. 
Weaknesses; Lack of size and a major liver condi- 
tion that caused him to miss six games as a senior 
raise serious durability concerns. Lacks ideal 
lower-body strength. Often goes for big hits and 
misses. Must read keys better in coverage. 

Bottom line: Nande must become more disci- 
plined to win a roster spot. He has enough athleti- 
cism and tenacity to play special teams while he 
develops his skills. FINAL GRADE: 4.7 


21. Kevin Simon, Tennessee 

5-11 225 4.50 6th round 
Strengths: Shows great burst to the ball. Rarely 
misses tackles, even in the open field. Plays under 
control sideline to sideline and rarely overpursues. 
Holds up against bigger tight ends and faster run- 
ning backs in coverage. 

Weaknesses: Lacks size and bulk. Has an exten- 
sive history of injuries—two knee surgeries and an 
ankle surgery in college. Struggles against inside 
runs. Tries to skip blockers and too often gets 
caught out of position. 

Bottom line: Simon has the athleticism, 
instincts and mental makeup to be a solid NFL 
player. He must prove he can stay healthy. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.6 


22. William Kershaw, Maryland 

6-2% 230 4.66 6th round 
Strengths: Shows solid run/pass recognition skills 
and is quick to reach the point of attack. Plays 
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under control, doesn't overpursue and fills cutback 
lanes. Never stops hustling. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the size and bulk to be a force 
against the run. Has trouble changing direction. 
Can jam tight ends but struggles to turn and cover 
running backs. 

Bottom line: Kershaw improved enough as a 
senior to show NFL upside. He might be drafted 
if he impresses scouts in predraft workouts. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.5 


23. Clint Ingram, Oklahoma 

6-1% 240 4.60 7th round 
Strengths: Plays best in the open field; chases 
down ballcarriers. Matches up well with tight ends 
and running backs in coverage. Shows nice run/pass 
recognition. Shows speed as an edge rusher. 
Weaknesses: Gets overwhelmed at the point of 
attack. Struggles to shed blockers. Doesn't always 
hustle. Too often gets caught freelancing and out 
of position. 

Bottom line: Ingram has the upside to develop 
into a weakside linebacker. He must excel on spe- 
cial teams early in his career. FINAL GRADE; 4.2 


24. Will Derting, Washington State 

5-114 230 4.75 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Works best against the run and always 
is around the ball. Is solid in coverage. Drops 
quickly into zones. Shows solid instincts and ini- 
tial burst on blitzes. 

Weaknesses: Underwent ACL surgery at the end of 
‘05 and won't be ready to play until at least June. 
Had his left wrist fused after the ‘04 season. 
Suffered a high ankle sprain in ‘02, and knee sur- 
gery led to a medical redshirt in '01, Lacks height 
and change-of-direction skills. 

Bottom line: Derting is a hard worker who might 
fight his way back to the field, but he is too big of 
a risk to merit a draft pick. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


25. Bobby Iwuchukwu, Purdue 

6-1% 239 4.65 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Uses his hands and strong upper body 
well to shed blocks. Matches up well against tight 
ends and shows the smooth hip movements to 
turn and drop into zone coverage. Has great leap- 
ing ability; is adept at blocking kicks. 
Weaknesses: Doesn't always hustle. Is not physi- 
cal. Lacks solid run/pass recognition. Durability is 
a concern. 

Bottom line: lwuchukwu has big-play potential, 
especially on special teams, which makes him a 
nice developmental project. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


26. Dontez Sanders, Wisconsin 

6-0% 208 4.60 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Finds the ball, fights through traffic 
and is a sure tackler. Uses quickness to make plays 
sideline to sideline. Drops quickly into zone 
coverage and is effective covering tight ends man- 
to-man. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the size to be a full-time line- 
backer and speed to play safety. Shows question- 
able durability. 

Bottom line: Sanders has the athleticism and 
mentality to win a spot as a nickel linebacker and 
special teams member. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


NFL optimum 6-1 205 4.40 

NFL minimum 5-9 175 4. 35 
TE ELT TES 
Cornerback has evolved into one of the most 
pressure-filled positions. A cornerback must have 
outstanding athletic ability, explosive quickness 
and excellent footwork. The ability to explode out 
of a backpedal or turn the hips in man-to-man 
coverage is pivotal. Corners need size and strength 
to handle bigger, stronger receivers in the red zone 
and must be adequate against the run. Confidence 
is a characteristic that cant be overlooked. 


CORNERBACKS 


hese cornerbacks appear a notch f \ 
below the ‘05 class, but don't Ee Jimmy 
judge them too quickly. This group Williams 
offers great depth and is strong because so 
many of the players excel in man coverage. 
Only two corners carry a first-round 
grade, but two others could be drafted 
in Round 1, and 14 have Day 1 grades. 
Another bonus: Several of 
these guys should contribute 
immediately. 

Virginia Tech's Jimmy 
Williams is expected to be 
among the top 10 picks 
overall. He possesses a rare 
combination of size and speed 
for the position and can overpow- 
er receivers at the line. Some teams 
might project him as a safety, but he has 
the athleticism and skills to start at corner 
as a rookie. 

Closing the gap on Williams is 
Clemson's Tye Hill, a former running back. 
Hill lacks size and experience but shows 
great instincts. He impressed scouts at the 
Senior Bowl, especially in press coverage 
drills, where he shut down the top 
receivers all week. He's a sure first-round 
selection. 

Juniors Ashton Youboty of Ohio State 
and Antonio Cromartie of Florida State 
have second-round grades but might be 
taken in the first round. Youboty could 
blossom into a shutdown corner with 
improved technique. Cromartie must 
overcome health concerns; he missed the 
‘OS season because of a knee injury. 
“Denotes underclassman 


Re¢ guirements 
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How CORNERBACKS are graded Man coverage: Hips and turns, pedal and acceleration. Zone coverage: Range, covers ground, 
deep half, awareness. Closing quickness: Plant and drive, gets to the ball in the air. Key and diagnose: Reads the quarterback, anticipates, in 
the right spot. Lateral pursuit: Gets over trash, hips, sideline chase. Tackling: Wraps up, physical, drags down, solid technique. Pass drop: Hips 
and turns, depth, zone coverage. 

Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3,6—Priority free agent 
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1. Jimmy Williams, Virginia Tech 
6-2’ 205 4.37 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Chris McAlister, Ravens 
Coverage skills: Has great height, size, speed and 
long arms. Excels in man-to-man coverage and 
easily re-routes receivers. Uses his size effectively 
in the red zone. Shows quick, fluid hip movement 
to turn and run with any receiver. Excels at chang- 
ing direction. Must improve zone awareness. 
Grade: 8.4 

Run/pass recognition: Shows only adequate 
awareness. Gets caught peeking into the back- 
field; must focus more on 
receivers. Grade: 8,2 
Closing speed: Has rare 
quickness, change-of-direc- 
tion skills and speed. 
Makes quick cuts in tight 
spaces. Is smooth. Shows 
an outstanding burst on 
the ball. Grade: 8.6 

Ball skills: Is aggressive 
and has the size and 
strength to win battles. 
Shows solid hands. Is a 
threat to score after every 
interception. Grade: 8.7 
Run support: Has size, bulk and strength. Comes 
up and fills the hole hard. !s physical, tackles well 
and hits hard. Grade: 8.7 

Bottom line: Williams immediately will improve 
an NFL team. He should remain a cornerback, but 
some teams consider him more valuable as a safe- 
ty. Regardless, he is a playmaker, and quarterbacks 
will hesitate to throw his way. He'll be the first 
defensive back selected and should go in the top 
10 picks overall. FINAL GRADE: 8.5 


Ist round 


2. Tye Hill, Clemson 

5-9%% 183 4.39 Ist round 
NFL comparison: Antoine Winfield, Vikings 
Coverage skills: Has all the ideal attributes except 


size. Is quick and has blazing speed. Shows aware- 
ness and instincts in zone coverage. Is solid in 
tight man-to-man coverage. Is excellent in bump- 
and-run coverage. Must improve his technique. 
Grade: 8.0 

Run/pass recognition: Remains a work in 
progress. Gets a quick jump on passes in front of 
him. Is learning to read quarterbacks’ eyes. 
Grade: 8.0 

Closing speed: Makes quick, smooth cuts. Doesn't 
lose much in transition. Has the explosive closing 
burst and speed to catch up to passes. Grade: 8.5 
Ball skills: Shows instincts but 
must improve his ability to locate 
the ball. Is tough, physical and 
aggressive. Has terrific leaping 
ability. Grade: 8.3 

Run support: |s aggressive. Will 
struggle in the NFL because of his 
lack of size and bulk. Is tough and 
not afraid to fill the hole hard. Is a 
solid open-field tackler with sound 
technique. Grade: 8.1 

Bottom line: Hill is a former run- 
ning back who continues to learn to 
play defense. His stock soared after 
a great week at the Senior Bowl. He 
is an explosive playmaker and should come off the 
board in the first round. FINAL GRADE: 8.2 


3. Ashton Youboty, Ohio State* 
6-1 188 4.39 

NFL comparison: Al Harris, Packers 
Strengths: Has the frame to add bulk. Is a natu- 
ral athlete and shows straight-line speed. Shows 
smooth hip movement and changes direction 
well. Shows burst in and out of his breaks. 
Shows instincts, intelligence and the ability to 
make big plays. Uses his height and leaping 
ability to challenge receivers downfield. Is 
relentless and intense. Will sacrifice his body in 
run support. Is a reliable open-field tackler. Can 
return punts. 


2nd round 


J CORNERBACKS 


Weaknesses: Must become stronger. Will struggle 
against NFL running backs and blockers, Must 
improve his run/pass-recognition skills. Lacks a 
feel for reading quarterbacks’ eyes. Takes too many 
risks in coverage and can get burned on big plays. 
Must polish his technique. Is inconsistent. 
Bottom line: Youboty has great potential. Given 
time and coaching, he should become a shutdown 
cornerback. Even though he has a high second- 
round grade, he could sneak into the first round 
because of his size, athletic ability and speed. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.8 


4, Antonio Cromartie, Florida State* 
6-3 197 4.49 

NFL comparison: Charles Tillman, Bears 
Strengths: Has a nice package of size and speed. 
Consistently uses his height, long arms and 
athleticism to jam and redirect receivers. Shows 
solid footwork and fluid hip movement in man- 
to-man coverage. Shows outstanding instincts. 
Outjumps receivers and uses his strong hands to 
challenge for passes. Contributes well in run 
support. Has played wide receiver and could 
return kicks. 

Weaknesses: Relies too much on talent; must 
improve his technique. Is slow to recognize routes 
in zone coverage; must learn better anticipate 
routes better. Gets turned around by receivers and 
struggles to find the ball after recovering. There 
are durability concerns; tore a knee ligament in 
July ‘05 and did not play last season. 

Bottom line: Cromartie was a sure first-round 
pick before the knee injury and now is a boom-or- 
bust prospect. He shouldn't be drafted higher 
than the second round, but if his knee is sound 
and he performs well during predraft workouts, 
he could go in Round 1. FINAL GRADE: 7.5 


5. Anwar Phillips, Penn State 

5-11'% 187 4.45 

NFL comparison: Mike McKenzie, Saints 
Strengths: Has an impressive frame uses it to play 


2nd round 


2nd round 


*) 2-MINUTE DRILL with Tye Hill 


makes me stand out is my speed. The 


what gives me so much room for error. 
My opponents would say the best thing | do is: 
Blanket receivers. It's hard for them to get open 
against me in man coverage. 
The part of my game that will need the 
most work in the NFL: Being patient and 
letting things come to me. 
My friends would describe my personality 
as: Fun, friendly. | think I'm a people person, 
and | can get along with anybody. But when 
it's time to get serious, it's time to get serious. 
The NFL player | am most like: Dunta 
Robinson. He's a small guy, and he packs a 
heavy punch when he hits you. | think I’m the 


same way when | come up. Actually, I'm a combina- 
tion of Robinson and Terence Newman. (Newman is) a 


> Blogs, news and more: sportingnews.com 


I'm better than most cornerbacks because: What 


combination of speed and technique, that's 


fast corner, and he's a good athlete. 

The kind of defense | fit best in: | love man-to-man, and | 

think | could be great as a man-to-man corner. It's the 

competitive nature, mano a mano, You're all alone, and 
for me, | think that makes me better. Because | know 

if | screw up, that's 6 points. 

Two words that best describe the way | play: 

Aggressive and high-tempo. 

My greatest motivation in college: With me 

being small and people saying | couldn't hit, 

that was my biggest motivation as far as 
tackling. 

My superstition: | like to do things the same 
way before the game. Like I'll write my Bible 
verses on a paper and tape it to my ankle: Mark 
9:23, Phillippians 4:13 and Mark 9:27. 


= 
The point at which I'll be upset if I'm still on the e 
board: Oh, I’m going to be in the first round. And just 2 
being anywhere in the first round is a good accomplishment. & 
8 
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physically and aggressively. Has a wide wingspan 
and bats down passes. Looks smooth and quick 
when changing direction. Turns and runs well with 
receivers. Will challenge for jump balls with his 
leaping ability, excellent hands and ball skills. Is 
not afraid to help in run support. Will contribute 
on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Has limited experience. Must 
sharpen his technique and run/pass-recognition 
skills. Reads the quarterback too long and gets 
turned around easily. Looks uncomfortable in 
zone coverage. Lacks closing speed and takes 
poor angles in pursuit. Misses too many open- 
field tackles, rarely wraps up and leaves his feet 
too soon. 

Bottom line: Phillips must become stronger and 
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faster to contribute in run support and in man-to- 
man coverage against bigger NFL receivers. His 
upside should land him a spot in the middle of the 
second round. FINAL GRADE: 7.5 


6. Johnathan Joseph, South Carolina* 

5-11 187 4.34 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Deltha O'Neal, Bengals 
Strengths: Is an exciting player with outstanding 
speed. Is a natural athlete with an amazing ability 
to change direction. Is explosive out of his cuts. 
Has tremendous burst and closing ability. 
Challenges receivers downfield and will make 
plays on the ball. Is physical and willing in run 
support. Is a solid open-field tackler. Can return 
kicks and punts. 
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Weaknesses: Has limited experience against elite 
competition. Has poor body control. Tries to make 
too many plays and falls victim to play-action 
fakes, pump fakes and double-moves. Must 
improve his awareness. Durability is a concern. 
Bottom line: Joseph recovered from a broken 
foot in '04 to play well in'05, his only season as 
a starter in Division I-A. He is fearless and 
should contribute immediately on special teams. 
He will need time and coaching to develop but 
could be a starting cornerback in a couple of 
seasons. His stock should continue to rise, 
FINAL GRADE: 7.3 


T. Alan Zemaitis, Penn State 

6-2 205 4.50 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Anthony Henry, Cowboys 
Strengths: Is big, strong and experienced. Has 
polished technique and instincts. Jumps well to 
challenge receivers. Is tough and aggressive in run 
support. Takes sound angles and works effectively 
in the open field. Shows body control, balance and 
footwork. Is a solid defender in the red zone. Will 
help on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed; will struggle to 
turn and run with faster NFL receivers. Lacks 
acceleration, ideal quickness and a second gear 
when tracking downfield passes. Is a liability in 
bump-and-run coverage. 

Bottom line: Zemaitis works best in a zone 
scheme, where he can rely on experience and pro- 
duction history. He lacks desired speed for a cor- 
nerback, and a move to safety is possible. His 
stock has slipped a tad, but Zemaitis is big, mus- 
cular and has the toughness and ball skills to con- 
tribute to any NFL team. FINAL GRADE: 7.3 


8. DeMario Minter, Georgia 

5-11 189 4.43 

NFL comparison: Roderick Hood, Eagles 
Strengths: |s physical and strong enough to 
match up with NFL receivers. Is extremely quick 
and has outstanding athleticism and closing 
speed. Rarely gets caught guessing; never gets 
beat deep. Shows intelligence and route recogni- 
tion skills. Sheds blockers quickly and fills holes 
hard against the run. Is a solid tackler in the 
open field. 

Weaknesses: Is afraid of giving up big plays and 
doesn't make big plays. Is too passive. Doesn't 
challenge receivers in press or zone coverage. 
Must improve ball skills. Has character red flags; 
was arrested on a misdemeanor drug charge as a 
freshman, 

Bottom line: Minter is steady and productive, and 
he improved his stock at the Senior Bowl. He has 
the height, strength and speed defensive coordi- 
nators seek and has improved with experience. 
Character concerns could cause him to fall a bit, 
but he still should be selected before the end of 
the second round. FINAL GRADE: 7.1 


9. Demetrice Webb, Florida* 

5-11 190 4.46 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Terence Newman, Cowboys 
Strengths: Is strong, quick and fast. Accelerates 
and changes direction with ease. Shows the foot- 
work and smooth hip movement to turn easily and 


2nd round 


run with receivers. Maintains position on down- 
field passes and uses leaping ability and ball skills 
to make plays. Is tough against the run; takes 
solid angles in pursuit. Rarely misses open-field 
tackles. Plays through pain and refuses to quit. 
Shows upside for special teams, 

Weaknesses: Lacks ideal height; will struggle 
against bigger NFL receivers. Struggles to shed 
blockers. Shows little consistency and discipline in 
coverage. Takes too many risks and gives up big 
plays in man-to-man coverage. Lacks experience 
and route-recognition skills. 

Bottom line: Webb declared for the draft after 
two impressive games to end his junior season. 
Although he lacks size and experience, he has 
the athleticism and ability to develop into a pre- 
mier corner with improved skills and consistency. 
If predraft workouts verify Webb's speed and 
agility, he could lock up a second-round pick. 
FINAL GRADE: 7.0 


10. Richard Marshall, Fresno State* 
5-11 190 4.42 

NFL comparison: Brian Williams 
Strengths: Has outstanding physical skills, 
strength and speed, Has smooth hip movement to 
change direction easily. Can turn and run with 


3rd round 


speedy receivers. Has excellent hands and the 
leaping ability to win battles for passes. Fills holes 
hard against the run. Is a solid tackler who can 
deliver a big hit. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite size. Shows marginal 
route-recognition skills. Gets beat by receivers 
coming out of breaks. Loses the ball at times in 
the air when turned around. Needs experience and 
coaching. 

Bottom line: Marshall has the athleticism, 
confidence and playmaking ability to compete in 
the NFL but needs development before becoming 
a starter. He is effective in pass coverage and run 
support, and his attitude sets him apart. 

FINAL GRADE: 6.7 


Il. Kelly Jennings, Miami 

5-10% 171 4.40 

NFL comparison: Ahmad Carroll, Packers 
Strengths: Has above-average speed and long 
arms. Is a natural athlete and coverage man. Sees 
the field and easily recognizes routes. Wins jump 
balls and knocks down passes. Backpedals smooth- 
ly and shows a burst to the ball. Has decent 
recovery speed. Is a solid open-field tackler. 
Weaknesses: Must get bigger and stronger. Will 
struggle to shed run blockers. Must improve his 


3rd round 
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technique in press coverage and become more 
physical. 

Bottom line: Jennings’ speed, character and play- 
making ability will impress NFL coaches during 
predraft workouts. He has the size and speed to be 
an NFL starter, but he must become stronger and 
more aggressive. Expect Jennings to be a mid-to- 
late Day 1 pick. FINAL GRADE: 6.6 


12. Devin Hester, Miami* 

5-11 185 4.35 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Ricardo Colclough, Steelers 
Strengths: Has terrific speed; has played wide 
receiver and is an outstanding punt returner. Has 
outstanding short and long burst and a second 
gear. Shows quick footwork and a closing burst on 
defense. 

Weaknesses: Lacks experience. Never made 
enough plays on offense or defense to warrant 
playing time. Is small for a receiver and struggles 
in running routes. Has inconsistent hands and 
lacks concentration. As a cornerback, shows stiff 
hip movement to turn and run with receivers and 
isn't a physical tackler. 

Bottom line: Hester has excellent upside on 
offense and defense but could be a bust. At least 
one G.M. will become enamored of his speed and 
chase him on draft day. Hester has the talent of a 
late Day 7 selection. If his value were based on 
production, he would be worth no more than a 
fourth-round pick. FINAL GRADE: 6.5 


13. Cedric Griffin, Texas 

6-0% 192 4.55 

NFL comparison: Sammy Davis, Chargers 
Strengths: Is physical and aggressive. Is solid in 
zone coverage. Has the upper-body strength to 
overwhelm receivers at the line of scrimmage. Has 
a nice burst out of his backpedal. Shows excellent 
tackling skills. Is versatile; can play safety or cor- 
nerback. Shows solid instincts. Is reliable on spe- 
cial teams. 

Weaknesses: Plays a bit high and gets caught 
out of position. Lacks speed and quickness. Can 
look stiff in transition. Must improve his ball 
skills. Has the height to reach passes but 
doesn't make game-changing plays. Lacks 
change-of-direction skills. Can struggle in man- 
to-man coverage. 

Bottom line: Griffin is a physical and aggressive 
presence. His ability to play any position in the sec- 
ondary improves his stock, FINAL GRADE: 6,3 


3rd round 


14, Tim Jennings, Georgia 

5-4 118 4.33 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Ricky Manning, Panthers 
Strengths: Has lightning speed with quickness, 
burst and explosion, Has great body control and 
solid ball skills. Shows awareness and isn't fooled 
by play-action fakes or double-moves. Has elite 
change-of-direction skills. Uses his leaping ability 
to knock down passes. 

Weaknesses: Is short. Lacks bulk and strength. 
Gets overwhelmed by big receivers. Struggles on 
fade routes and in the red zone and to hold his 
own in run support. Is not a technically sound 
tackler. Character is an issue; was charged with 
misdemeanor drug possession in 03. 
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Bottom line: Jennings, a three- 
year starter in the SEC, has 
experience against elite competi- 
tion. He has the athletic ability, 
speed and work ethic to become 
an every-down player. But his lack 
of height and bulk likely will 

drop him to the end of Day 1. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.2 


15, Charles Gordon, Kansas* 
5-11 191 4.50 4th round 
Strengths: |s a terrific athlete 
and shows explosive quickness. 
Won't get fooled by double- 
moves. Shows great footwork and 
burst out of his backpedal. 
Shows great hands, instincts and 
big-play potential. Is durable and 
versatile; also played wide 
receiver and on special teams in 
college, 

Weaknesses: Is undersized. 
Struggles against big receivers. 
Must improve his technique. Is 
not strong in man-to-man cover- 
age. Loses sight of passes and 
plays out of control against the 
run. Doesn't excel at any position. 
Bottom line: Gordon has the ath- 
leticism to be involved in many 
facets of the game, but he has 
more potential on defense. He 
could become a solid cornerback 
and special teams contributor. 
FINAL GRADE; 5.9 


16. Gerrick McPhearson, Maryland 

5-95 192 4.27 4th round 
Strengths: Shows rare speed and strength. Uses 
speed and burst to handle mismatches. Has excep- 
tional leaping ability and explosiveness out of his 
backpedal. Plays with power and is aggressive 


against the run. Does not back down against big 
blockers. Will be coveted by defenses that rely on 
cornerbacks to help stop the run. 
Weaknesses: Struggles against larger receivers 
because he lacks size and playmaking ability. Is a 
liability in the red zone. Must improve his 
footwork and ball skills. Plays too stiffly. Lacks 


)| The best aspect of my game: Being 
\ Zp physical and coming up for the running 
==" game. | like to come up and hit. | 

played safety for a year or two when | 
first got here, so | still kind of miss it. 
I'm better than most cornerbacks 
because: I'd have to say my size. You 
know, a 6-3, 213-pound corner—I don't 
know how many there are in the country, 
but | know I'm one of them. 
My college stats fail to show: | didn't 
really get too many passes thrown my 
way this year, and | think that shows just 
how much teams respect me. 
The NFL player | am most like: |'m a 
mixture of Sean Taylor, Ray Lewis and a 
little bit of Deion (Sanders). As far as Ray 
Lewis, just his passion for the game, into it, 
always wanting to play. With Sean Taylor, his size at 
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route-recognition skills. Loses 
his cool at times. Must improve 
his tackling skills. Durability is a 
concern. 

Bottom line: McPhearson had a 
disappointing senior season in 
coverage. He has rare physical 
attributes but must improve his 
skills and playmaking abilities. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


17. Will Blackmon, 
Boston College 
5-11 200 4.56 4th round 
Strengths: Is an excellent ath- 
lete; also has played wide receiv- 
er. Is fluid to turn and run with 
receivers. Competes well against 
big receivers. Shows vision, quick- 
ness and burst. Has excellent 
playmaking ability, solid hands 
and above-average ball skills. Is 
aggressive and strong in run sup- 
port. Is a solid tackler and a 
standout kick returner. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed. 
Must improve his route-recogni- 
tion and coverage skills. Does not 
get a quick break on passes and 
loses sight of the ball at times. 
Bottom line: Blackmon primarily 

2 will be a return man while he 

improves his coverage skills. He 
nS projects as an early Day 2 pick 

= but could move up into the third 
round if he is impressive in 
predraft workouts. FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


18. Derrick Martin, Wyoming* 

5-10 189 4.42 4th round 
Strengths: |s strong enough to jam receivers. 
Breaks well on passes. Has the ability and ath- 
leticism to challenge receivers. Can turn and run 


2@ 2-MINUTE DRILL with Jimmy Williams 


his position. And with Deion, his attitude, his swagger. 
The kind of defense | fit best in: A defensive team that 
likes to put a lot of pressure on the quarterback. A blitz- 
zone type team. 
The biggest misconception people have about me: 
Probably my attitude. | might come off as a mean 
guy, but that’s just not wanting to be taken 
advantage of or for (people) to think I'm soft. 
When | score my first NFL touchdown: I'll 
probably try to find the most beautiful girl in 
the stands and take a picture of her (with a fake 
camera). 
The first thing I'll buy after | sign my contract: 
A red Lamborghini Murcielago. | always wanted a 
Lamborghini as a kid. 
The point at which I'll be upset if I’m still on the 
board: | understand everything's gonna happen for a 
reason, but I'd probably be a little upset if | got past the 
top five. 
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with receivers and shows the acceleration to 
recover from mistakes. Is powerful and quick as 
a blitzer. 

Weaknesses: Isn't aggressive and must improve 
his tackling skills. Shows below-average 
instincts and route-recognition skills. Struggles 
to find the ball in the air. Must step up better to 
fill holes against the run. Doesn't always hustle 
in pursuit. 

Bottom line: Martin, a junior, is raw and needs 
technique work and should have remained at 
Wyoming. He will have value on special teams. 
With good predraft workouts, Martin could be an 
early Day 2 selection. FINAL GRADE; 5.5 


19. Marcus Maxey, Miami 

6-2 195 4.44 5th round 
Strengths: Has ideal height, size, quick- 
ness and burst. Competes for jump balls. 
Can cover tall receivers outside and is 
tough to beat in the red zone. Shows 
change-of-direction skills. !s a solid open- 
field tackler. 

Weaknesses: Lacks experience playing 
man-to-man. Must improve his instincts 
in zone coverage. Could struggle against 
the NFUs fastest receivers. Must be more 
physical; does not fill holes hard against 
the run. 

Bottom line: Maxey showed progress as a 
senior but still must improve his tech- 


but must play to his potential. If he tests well dur- 
ing predraft workouts, he could move up a round. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.3 


22. Darrell Hunter, Miami (Ohio) 

5-117 205 4.43 5th round 
Strengths:. Closes well on the ball. Shows range 
in zone coverage. Shows awareness and ball skills. 
Fights for the ball and shows solid hands and 
leaping ability. 

Weaknesses: Must improve his footwork. Does not 
move fluidly. Could be exposed by fast-paced, com- 
plex NFL offenses. Must add bulk and strength. 
Must become more aggressive against the run and 


Best in man coverage 
Ashton Youboty, Ohio State 

Has the speed to run up and down the 
field with NFL receivers. Shows the 
ability to find the ball in the air. 


Best press technique 

Tye Hill, Clemson 

Lacks size but is a smooth player with an 
explosive first step who stays glued to 
receivers off the line. Was impressive at 
the Senior Bowl. 


nique. He has outstanding athletic ability, 
is versatile and plays well on special 
teams. FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


20. Justin Wyatt, USC 

5-9% 184 4.55 5th round 
Strengths: ls aggressive and physical at 
the point of attack. Shows excellent 
footwork and doesn't lose much speed 
when changing direction. Shows solid 
work ethic and hustles on every play. 
Plays with solid instincts against the 


Best in zone coverage 
Cedric Griffin, Texas 

Is physical and aggressive with nice 
height, long arms and a strong upper 
body. Has experience at cornerback and 
safety. 


Toughest against the run 
Jimmy Williams, Virginia Tech 

A strong player who has excellent burst 
and the power to deliver the big hit. 


Playmaking potential 
Antonio Cromartie, Florida State 


tun. Is a strong tackler who breaks down 
and wraps up. 

Weaknesses: Lacks size and speed. Lacks 
the height to win jump balls. Will 
struggle against NFL speed receivers. 
Shows below-average ball skills. Is not a 
playmaker, 

Bottom line: Wyatt is gritty and plays with a mean 
streak. He has the skills to contribute on special 
teams, but his lack of speed and size will hold him 
back. FINAL GRADE: 5.4 


21. Chijioke Onyenegecha, Oklahoma 

6-1 200 4.44 5th round 
Strengths: Has size, speed and physical skills. 
Matches up well against big receivers. Is adept at 
bump-and-run coverage. Has the speed to recover 
if beaten off the jam. Shows burst to the ball. Has 
a wide wingspan and great leaping ability. Fills 
holes hard against the run. Is a great tackler. 
Weaknesses: Does not work hard. Is inconsistent 
in coverage and gives up too many big plays. Must 
improve his technique. Has had hamstring 
problems. 

Bottom line: Onyenegecha has elite measurables 


An athlete with great instincts and the 
height, speed and ball skills to make big 
plays consistently. 


improve his tackling skills. Is inconsistent in cov- 
erage; gets caught peeking into the backfield. 
Bottom line: Hunter has the physical attributes to 
be a solid corner. His experience as a kick returner 
increases his value. FINAL GRADE: 5.2 


23. Josh Lay, Pitt 

6-0 196 4.50 5th round 
Strengths: Shows instincts and route-recognition 
skills. Matches up well against big receivers. Is 
adept at jamming receivers. Has a huge wingspan. 
Turns and runs nicely with receivers downfield. 
Adjusts well to passes and shows solid hands and 
ball skills. Has leaping ability. Can be a playmaker. 
Weaknesses: Lacks elite speed. Must add bulk and 
strength. Struggles against the run and doesn't fill 
holes hard unless absolutely necessary. Durability 
concerns exist. 

Bottom line: Lay is big and has solid ball skills. 
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He must show improved speed in predraft work- 
outs to elevate his status. FINAL GRADE: 5.1 


24. Marcus Demps, San Diego State 

6-0% 201 4.50 Sth round 
Strengths: Has a nice combination of height and 
bulk. Is smart and aggressive. Has fluid hips to 
turn and run with receivers. Shows range in zone 
coverage. Doesn't get fooled by double-moves or 
play-action fakes. Fills hard against the run and 
tackles well. Can play safety and has special teams 
experience. 

Weaknesses: Must be more physical in press 
coverage. Lacks a quick burst out of his 


backpedal. Is a liability on jump balls and lacks 
ball skills. Doesn't make big plays, Durability is a 
concern. 

Bottom line: Demps has the versatility to be an 
impact player in the secondary and on special 
teams. FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


25. Danieal Manning, Abilene Christian* 

6-0 205 4.45 5th round 
Strengths: Is versatile with a nice package of size 
and speed. Is solid in run support and takes sound 
angles to the ball. Wraps up as a tackler. Is fluid 
and changes direction without losing much speed. 
Has solid ball skills. 

Weaknesses: Hasn't faced elite competition. 
Needs technique work. Stays too high on his 
backpedal. Shows sloppy footwork. Must improve 
read/react skills and awareness. Lacks ideal size 
as a safety and could struggle to cover quicker 
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On the rise 

DeMario Minter, Georgia 

Possesses the height, size, strength 
and speed to play in the NFL. Has 
impressed scouts during postseason 
performances. 


On the decline 

Alan Zemaitis, Penn State 
Doesn't have great speed and has 
not stood out during postseason 
workouts. 


Sleeper 
David Pittman, Northwestern State 


Lacks size but is smooth and quick. 
Has a tremendous work ethic. 


Unrealized potential 
Will Blackmon, Boston College 
Played wide receiver during senior 
season but is an exceptional athlete. 


Biggest risk 

Devin Hester, Miami 

Has played both receiver and corner 
but doesn't have a lot of experience 

at either. Speed has raised his stock. 


receivers at cornerback, Shows questionable 
intelligence. 

Bottom line: Manning is an intriguing prospect 
with versatility. He lacks elite physical tools but 
could contribute as a nickel/dime player and 
return man. FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


26, David Pittman, Northwestern State 

5-11 175 4.42 6th round 
Strengths: Is smooth and opens his hips when 
turning and running with receivers. Has the long 
arms and height to compete for jump balls. Can 
make plays, especially on special teams. 
Weaknesses: Lacks bulk. ls pushed around by big 
receivers. 1s not comfortable in zone coverage. 
Hasn't faced elite competition. Is vulnerable to 
play-action fakes and double-moves. 

Bottom line: Pittman has heart and a strong 
work ethic. He has upside on special teams and 
projects as a mid-to-late Day 2 selection. 

FINAL GRADE; 4.8 


27. Khalid Naziruddin, Texas Tech 

5-9 181 4.50 6th round 
Strengths: |s tough. Will come up and jam 
receivers. Changes direction well and shows 
fluid hip movement to turn and run with 
receivers. Fills holes hard against the run. Can 
play safety. 

Weaknesses: Lacks height and bulk. Must become 
stronger to avoid being overwhelmed in the run- 
ning game. Is too aggressive. Is susceptible to 
double-moves and play-action fakes. Must improve 
his tackling technique. 

Bottom line: Naziruddin is a tough player who 
shows solid awareness. His ability to play safety is 
a plus. FINAL GRADE: 4.7 
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28. Antonio Malone, Toledo 

5-11 181 4.40 6th round 
Strengths: Shows speedand is physical at the 
point of attack. Is athletic and turns and runs 
nicely with receivers. Has long arms. Plays hard, 
hits hard and pursues the ball aggressively. 
Weaknesses: Can be tricked by play-action fakes 
or double-moves. Must improve his tackling skills. 
Can struggle when playing off the line or in zone 
coverage. History of concussions is a concern. 
Bottom line: Malone is physical but at times can 
be too aggressive. He projects as a mid-Day 2 
selection, but durability concerns could knock him 
down a round or two. FINAL GRADE: 4.6 


29. John Walker, USC 

6-1 200 4.63 7th round 
Strengths: Is athletic and quick. Shows leaping 
ability and ball skills. Is effective in run support. 
Weaknesses: Is slow. Must improve his technique 
and ability to change direction. Shows question- 
able footwork. Can be too aggressive. Durability 
questions exist. 

Bottom line: Walker is a developmental prospect 
with size but below-average speed. He likely will 
be a sub-package defensive back who plays mostly 
on special teams. FINAL GRADE: 4.4 


30. Reuben Houston, Georgia Tech 

5-11 188 4.50 7th round 
Strengths: Opens his hips to turn and run with 
receivers. Can jam receivers. Has the height and 
long arms to compete for high passes. Tackles well. 
Weaknesses: Lacks a second gear in pursuit. 
Struggles in man-to-man coverage. Must improve 
his route-recognition skills. Has character issues 
stemming from an ‘05 drug arrest. 


Bottom line: Houston can make game-changing 
plays. But because his legal problems might carry 
through his rookie season, he could go undrafted. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.3 


31. Dee McCann, West Virginia 

5-11% 196 4.50 7th round 
Strengths: |s physical. Has solid experience in 
man-to-man coverage. Is tough and effective 
against the run. Changes direction well and has 
the burst to jump routes. Has solid ball skills and 
experience on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Lacks great speed and shows suspect 
footwork. Plays too high. Is undersized. Must 
improve his awareness, especially in zone coverage. 
Bottom line: McCann is an aggressive playmaker 
but lacks elite speed and can be inconsistent. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.1 


32. Brett Bell, Wisconsin 

6-0% 189 4.55 Priority free agent 
Strengths: ls strong and physical. Has the ability 
to smother receivers at the line. Shows burst. Is 
strong in run support and is a great tackler. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal athleticism; will struggle 
to turn and run with receivers. Has durability and 
character concerns. 

Bottom line: Bell has the potential to contribute 
as a cover 2 cornerback and on special teams. His 
history makes him a risk. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


33. Gabriel Fulbright, New Mexico 

5-97 162 4.54 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s tough, quick and athletic. Shows 
great coverage skills. Shows fluid hips to turn and 
run with receivers. Finds the ball and fights for it. 
Can contribute on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Is undersized and lacks elite speed. 
Gets overpowered by run blockers. Must add bulk. 
Bottom line: If Fulbright shows better speed dur- 
ing predraft workouts, his value as a special teams 
player with coverage skills could make him a late 
Day 2 pick. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


34. Jovon Johnson, lowa 

5-8 176 4.57 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows great footwork and has short- 
area coverage skills. Is physical. Is a ballhawk and 
has excellent hands. |s willing to fill the hole 
against the run. 

Weaknesses: Is undersized and lacks elite speed. 
Gets outmuscled for balls. Is a target on fade 
routes. Takes too many chances. 

Bottom line: Johnson works and plays hard, but 
his lack of size and speed limits his potential. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


35. Harrison Smith, California 

6-15% 200 4.70 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Is tough and physical. Is aggressive in 
coverage and against the run. Shows solid 
instincts and tackling skills. 

Weaknesses: Lacks speed and struggles against 
fast receivers. Lacks athleticism and ball skills. 
Bottom line: |f Smith improve his speed during 
workouts, he could get a shot to play cornerback. 
Most likely, he will wind up as a safety or special 
teams player. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


SAFETIES 


t's lonely at the top. Texas’ Michael 
Huff is the unquestioned leader of this 
group and the only safety who carries a 
first-round grade. So why isn't the class 
grade lower? Simply put, the position offers 
potential. Two other players might sneak 
into the first round, and as many as 
10 safeties could be drafted on Day 1. 
Last year, 23 safeties were drafted: 
this year, 28 have draft-worthy 
grades. 

Huff has solid man coverage 
skills and can line up at 
cornerback in nickel and dime 
defenses. He can defend 
against the deep pass and is 
physical enough to be a factor 
against the run. He should be a top 
10 pick overall and play right away. 

USC's Darnell Bing and South Carolina's 
Ko Simpson, both underclassmen, are 
potential first-rounders who have high 
second-round grades. Bing is a physical 
playmaker, a big hitter who plays the run 
and excels in deep zone coverage. Simpson 
is one of the more athletic players in the 
bunch, but his lack of experience and 
discipline might make him a boom-or-bust 
prospect. He played only two seasons. 

Ohio State junior Donte Whitner started 
for only one season. He can play every 
position in the secondary, but his lack of 
size and limited experience are reasons for 
concern, Still, don't expect him to last past 
the middle of the second round. 

Florida State's Pat Watkins offers great 
size and could sneak into the second round. 
“Denotes underclassman 


SE 


__NFL optimum 4.45 
NFL minimum 5-10 190 4.65 
= SEE] 


q 
Teams used to want big, physical safeties who 
played the run and muscled receivers off routes. 
Now that offenses Use more multiple-receiver sets 
and motion to create mismatches, teams want 
versatile safeties who are physical but have better 


How SAFETIES are graded Man coverage: Hips and turns, pedal and acceleration. Zone coverage: Range, covers ground, deep half, 


coverage skills. The best free safeties can cover a awareness, Closing quickness: Plant and drive, gets to the ball in the air. Key and diagnose: Reads the quarterback, anticipates, in the right 

lot of ground and make plays on the ball when it spot. Lateral pursuit: Gets over trash, hips, sideline chase. Tackling: Wraps up, physical, drags down, solid technique. Pass drop: Hips and 

is in the air. Safeties who can play the strong and tums, depth, zone coverage. : £ 

free-positions are becoming more common Grading system 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player: 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
Se P BOE ee : 5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 
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1. Michael Huff, Texas 

6-0 198 4.55 (40 time) 

NFL comparison: Troy Polamalu, Steelers 
Coverage skills: Started at cornerback early in his 
career; can play press coverage and jam receivers 
at the line. ls above-average in man-to-man cover- 
age. Takes solid angles to the ball. Grade: 8.1 


Ist round 


TSN's year-round draft analysis: warroom.sportingnews.com 


Run/pass recognition: !s an intelligent defender. 
Reads his keys and diagnoses plays quickly. 
Doesn't bite on play-action fakes. Grade: 8.3 
Closing speed: Gets a great jump on the ball; can 
separate receivers from the ball. Stiff hips slow 
him in transition, but his closing speed helps him 
get back into the play. Grade: 8.1 

Ball skills: Is active when the ball 
is in the air. Consistently gets a 
hand on the ball. Reads 
quarterbacks’ eyes. Struggles to 
outjump larger receivers and tight 
ends. Grade: 8.4 

Run support: Can make plays 
from sideline to sideline. Can 
shed blockers to get to the ball- 
carrier. Hits like a linebacker. Is 
comfortable being the eighth 
defender in the box. Sometimes 
fills too hard and overpursues. 
Grade: 8.4 

Bottom line: Huff has the ability 
to play cornerback in the NFL, but 
he projects much higher as a 
safety. His versatility is the icing 
that should make him a top 10 
pick overall. FINAL GRADE: 8.3 


2. Darnell Bing, USC* 
6-2 220 4.52 2nd round 
NFL comparison: Roy Williams, 
Cowboys 

Strengths: Is a physical specimen 
who runs well for his size. Hits like 
a linebacker. Excels at being the 
eighth defender in the box. Can 
blitz off the cor- 
ner. Uses his 
hands well in the 
running game; can 
disengage blocks 4 
and get to the 


from the ball. 
Weaknesses: Plays 
out of control at 
times. Doesn't always wrap up 
when tackling. Has stiff hips and is 
slow to open up and run with 
speedy receivers. Struggles in 
man-to-man coverage. Needs to 
improve his pass-recognition 
skills; gets caught out of position 
S in play-action. Had academic and 
Bc durability problems. 
© Bottom line: Bing could contribute 
©" right away as a run-supporting 
safety and as a deep defender in 
zone coverage. His injuries and academic struggles 
are concerns, but his potential is tremendous. 
Bing carries a high second-round grade, but it 
wouldn't be a surprise if he is selected late in the 
first round. FINAL GRADE: 7.9 
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3. Ko Simpson, South Carolina* 
6-1 200 4.50 

NFL comparison: Ed Reed, Ravens 
Strengths: Has excellent height and the frame to 
add bulk. Shows speed and outstanding ball skills. 
Shows instincts in the passing game, reads 
quarterbacks’ eyes and gets a jump on the ball. Is 
athletic; makes quick adjustments to the ball in 
the air. Is a threat in the running game; takes 
great angles to the ball and explodes through the 
ballcarrier, Is physical in coverage and can box out 
larger receivers. Shows recovery speed. Makes 
open-field tackles well enough to cover kicks on 
special teams. 

Weaknesses: Is a raw athlete; needs to polish his 
technique and take fewer false steps against the 
tun. Was academically ineligible coming out of 
high school and completed only four college 
semesters, which raises questions about his disci- 
pline and ability to absorb complex systems. 
Relies too heavily on his athletic ability. 

Bottom line: Simpson is an intriguing prospect 
with upside. His athletic ability is unquestioned, 
but he's a risk. He grades out as an early second- 
rounder, but he could go late in Round 1 because 
of his big-play potential. FINAL GRADE: 7.8 


4, Donte Whitner, Ohio State* 
5-11 205 4.44 

NFL comparison: Bob Sanders, Colts 
Strengths: |s a tough, explosive defender. Excels 
in the box; can blitz off the corner and get to the 
quarterback. Is aggressive against the run; 
understands blocking schemes and closes quickly 
to the ballcarrier. Can make plays in the open 
field; is a sure tackler. Is versatile against the 
pass; can play on the 
perimeter in man-to-man 
coverage. Can jam and 
redirect receivers at the 
line. Plays with a high 
motor. Could contribute 
right away on special 
teams. 

Weaknesses: Started only 
one year in college. Lacks 
recognition skills and is 
slow to react to play fakes. 
Must improve his strength 
to be a run stopper in the 
NFL. Gets pushed around at times. A knee injury 
in '04 raises durability concerns. 

Bottom line: Whitner can play all the positions in 
the secondary. His ability to play man-to-man cov- 
erage will make him valuable right away in nickel 
and dime packages. FINAL GRADE: 7.1 


5. Pat Watkins, Florida State 

6-47 202 4.50 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Marcus Coleman, Texans 
Strengths: Is tall and has a long wingspan. Excels 
in zone coverage; can cover ground with long 
strides. Has great recovery speed. Has solid ball 
skills. Recognizes and reads routes well. Doesn't 
let receivers get behind him. 

Weaknesses: Must add bulk; isn't a presence in 
run support. Struggles to get off blocks in the box. 
Gets outmuscled at the point of attack. Must 
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Pat Watkins 


improve his man-to-man coverage skills. Struggles 
when close to the line of scrimmage; cannot re- 
route or jam defenders. 

Bottom line: Defensive backs who are similar in 
size to Watkins size rarely run and change direc- 
tion as smoothly as he does. He must get bigger 
before he can contribute as an every-down defend- 
er, but he can play in red zone packages and in 
zone coverage schemes. He could sneak into the 
second round. FINAL GRADE: 6.9 


6. Daniel Bullocks, Nebraska 
6-0% 209 4.60 

NFL comparison: Mike Brown, Bears 
Strengths: Is a playmaker with solid instincts and 
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balls skills. Takes sound angles to the ball. Fills 
hard against the run and is a great tackler. Plays 
with solid technique against the pass; stays low in 
his backpedal and has fluid hip movement. Has 
the speed to get to the sideline to help corner- 
backs in coverage. 

Weaknesses: Does not make smooth cuts and 
lacks change-of-direction skills. Lacks recovery 
speed. At times can be overaggressive in coverage, 
which allows receivers to get behind him. 
Struggles in man-to-man coverage against spread 
offenses, Must add bulk. 

Bottom line: Scouts like Bullocks because of his 
athleticism and leadership skills. He doesn't proj- 
ect as someone who can contribute right away in 


sub-packages, but he should make an immediate 
impact on special teams, FINAL GRADE: 6.6 


7. Greg Blue, Georgia 

6-2% 211 4.40 

NFL comparison: Brian Dawkins, Eagles 
Strengths: Is a powerful, well-built run stuffer. Is 
an explosive tackler. ls a headhunter in the pass- 
ing game; can separate receivers from the foot- 
ball. Has outstanding straight-line speed for his 
size. Plays with a mean streak. 

Weaknesses: Is a liability in coverage. Can't play 
man-to-man. Can't open his hips and change 
direction, Is slow to react to play fakes and gets 
caught out of position. Never was asked to play 
man-to-man coverage in college and struggled to 
do so in Senior Bowl practices. 

Bottom line: Blue's Senior Bow! performance hurt 
his draft value. He might be projected more as a 
weakside linebacker than a safety. He likely will 
remain a Day 1 selection, but it is unlikely he can 
contribute right away in any capacity other than 
special teams. FINAL GRADE: 6.5 


8. Bernard Pollard, Purdue* 

6-2 226 4.50 

NFL comparison: John Lynch, Broncos 
Strengths; Has a nice combination of size and 
speed. Excels at being the eighth man in the box; 
can take on and shed blocks at the point of attack. 
Is an excellent open-field tackler. Covers ground 
quickly in pass defense. Can separate receivers 
from the football. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't change direction well and 
is slow to open his hips. Takes him a while to 

get to full speed. Must be protected in coverage; 
struggles in man-to-man schemes and can't be 
left in isolation. Drops potential interceptions. 
Has displayed an inability to control his 
emotions. 

Bottom line: Pollard will attract attention because 
of his ability to defend the run and his upside. His 
lack of man-to-man coverage skills and character 
issues will keep him from being a top-tier 
prospect. FINAL GRADE: 6.4 
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9. Anthony Smith, Syracuse 

5-11% 194 4.51 3rd round 
NFL comparison: Donovin Darius, Jaguars 
Strengths: Shows the instincts to dissect plays 
quickly and gets great breaks on the ball. Reads 
routes well. Has great ball skills and solid hands. 
Is a capable blitzer and pass rusher. Fills hard in 
the running game. Is durable and dependable. 
Plays with intensity. 

Weaknesses: !s not a big hitter on running plays. 
Is not physical in coverage; gets boxed out by 
tight ends and larger receivers. His man-to-man 
coverage skills are limited. Lacks fluid hip move- 
ment to open up and run with speedy receivers. 
Bottom line: Smith impressed coaches during 
Senior Bowl week with his recognition skills. His 
lack of man-to-man coverage skills will hurt his 
value, but his ability to contribute on special 
teams should make him a late Day 1 selection. 
FINAL GRADE: 6.2 


10. Jason Allen, Tennessee 

6-2 200 4.55 

NFL comparison: Troy Vincent, Bills 
Strengths: Uses his long arms, leaping ability and 
strength to take away passes. Shows speed and 
burst. Is tall and smooth and can turn and run 
with receivers, Fills the hole hard against the run. 
Excels at redirecting receivers at the line of scrim- 
mage. Can shed blockers. 

Weaknesses: A dislocated hip ended his senior 
season. Is a bit of a ‘tweener; lacks the speed to 
play cornerback. Must improve at open-field tack- 
ling and playing in space to become an elite safe- 
ty. Lacks pre-snap recognition. Relies too much on 
his athletic ability in coverage. 

Bottom line: Allen's ability is unquestioned, and 
he was a first-round prospect before the injury. He 
now must prove to scouts that he can be the play- 
er he was in ‘04. He is worth the risk late in the 
third round. FINAL GRADE: 6.0 


1, Roman Harper, Alabama 

6-0 196 4.55 4th round 
Strengths: Has great instincts and pre-snap 
recognition skills. Reads quarterbacks’ eyes and 
gets a great jump on the pass. Has superb tech- 
nique. Is a tough run defender who hits hard for 
his size. Is smart and coachable. 

Weaknesses; Lacks ideal measurables. Must 
always guess correctly; lacks the athleticism to 
make up for his mistakes. Is a bit slow in transi- 
tion; doesn't explode out of cuts and takes a while 
to get to full speed. 

Bottom line: Harper is solid in all facets of the 
game but not great in any of them. His Combine 
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On the rise 

Michael Huff, Texas 

Has the skills and athleticism of a cover 
corner with the instincts and toughness of 
a safety. Is a leader with big-game 
experience. 


On the decline 

Greg Blue, Georgia 

Has nice size and speed but struggles in 
coverage because he lacks solid 
recognition skills, Doesn't change direction 
well because he is stiff in the hips. 


Sleeper 

Anthony Smith, Syracuse 

Opened eyes at the Senior Bowl. Doesn't 
impress anyone as an athlete but is 
instinctive, never is out of position and 
has great anticipation. 


Unrealized potential 
Marcus Hudson, N.C. State 

Has showed flashes but lacks discipline. 
Sat out the ‘03 season to focus on 
academics. 


Biggest risk 

Ko Simpson, South Carolina 

Played only two years in college, A play- 
maker who is raw, but his upside is big. 
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numbers won't wow anyone, but he is a polished 
defender who can help at both safety positions 
as well as in nickel and dime packages. 

FINAL GRADE: 5.8 


12. Calvin Lowry, Penn State 

6-0 205 4.55 4th round 
Strengths: |s explosive and has great ball skills. 
Dissects plays quickly. Is a tough run defender who 
can make plays in the open field. Is a capable punt 
returner. 

Weaknesses: Struggles to get off blocks in run 
support. Lacks the speed and height of a deep 
pass defender. Lacks the second gear needed to 
run with speedy receivers. Has trouble in man-to- 
man coverage against taller receivers. 

Bottom line: Lowry is at his best playing back as 
the last line of defense. He struggles when asked 
to play man-to-man, which will hinder his ability 
to play in nickel and dime packages. He could be 
off the board early on Day 2. FINAL GRADE: 5.6 


13. Marcus Hudson, N.C. State 

6-1% 185 4.55 4th round 
Strengths: Has the frame to add bulk. Adjusts well 
to routes and can open his hips and run with most 
receivers. Fills hard in run support. Is a capable 
open-field tackler. 

Weaknesses: Is not a polished cover man. Is not 
physical in coverage. Is indecisive at the snap, 
which results in many false steps. Finds himself 
out of position too often and lacks the speed to 
compensate for it. 

Bottom line: Hudson is intriguing because he has 
the frame to play safety and has adequate speed 
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to play cornerback in cover 2. His versatility makes 
him an attractive sub-package player and special 
teams contributor. His upside will make him an 
early Day 2 pick. FINAL GRADE: 5.5 


14. Dwayne Slay, Texas Tech 

6-3%% 208 4.88 4th round 
Strengths: Has a nice combination of height, size 
and strength. Is at his best playing in the box. Is a 
powerful hitter. Shows quickness and the ability to 
penetrate on blitzes. Is tenacious; could excel on 
special teams. 

Weaknesses: Lacks typical safety speed. Must be 
protected on pass plays; can't be left isolated 
against a slot receiver. Doesn't transition out of his 
backpedal quickly and lacks the recovery speed 
needed to regain position. Has minor durability 
concerns. 

Bottom line: Slay is a one-dimensional player who 
might end up as a nickel linebacker. His lack of 
speed and coverage skills means he will come off 
the board in the early to middle rounds of Day 2. 
FINAL GRADE; 5.5 


15, Dawan Landry, Georgia Tech 

6-0%% 217 4.60 5th round 
Strengths: Has size and a muscular build. Plays 
with a mean streak. Is an excellent open-field 
tackler. Takes solid angles to the ball and has 
great closing burst. Is effective in the box and on 
the blitz. 

Weaknesses: Lacks the speed to stay with fast 
receivers. Lacks the athleticism to recover quickly 
from his mistakes. Can get fooled by play-action 
fakes. Must develop better discipline. 

Bottom line: Landry is a versatile ath- 
lete and has potential as a special 
teams contributor. If he can improve his 
40 time and show better athleticism in 
workouts, he could move up draft 
boards. FINAL GRADE: 5.2 


16. Eric Smith, Michigan State 

6-1% 203 4.75 5th round 
Strengths: Has the size to take on and 
shed blocks. Is relentless in pursuit and 
is a solid open-field tackler. Excels in 
man-to-man coverage. Can change 
direction quickly to stay with receivers. 
Can contribute on special teams. 
Weaknesses: Doesn't read routes well 
and often finds himself out of position 
in zone coverage. Must make better pre- 
snap reads; lacks the recovery speed to 
make up for mistakes. Durability is a 
concern, 

Bottom line: Smith's history of injuries 
and below-average recognition skills 
will concern teams. He projects as an 
above-average run supporter and could 
be selected in the middle of Day 2. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.1 


17. Brian Iwuh, Colorado 

5-11% 228 4.65 6th round 
Strengths: |s one of the better run 
defenders in this group. Is a tough tack- 
ler who can separate the ballcarrier from 
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the ball. Dissects plays quickly and can get to the 
ball without taking on blocks. Shows quickness off 
the snap, 

Weaknesses: His coverage skills are limited. Stiff 
hip movement slows his ability to open up and run 
with receivers. Lacks elite speed. A squatty frame 
makes it difficult for him to create separation 
against larger opponents. 

Bottom line: Iwuh is undersized for an every-down 
linebacker but lacks the experience and ideal 
frame to make an immediate impact at strong 
safety. But his upside is unquestioned, and he still 
should become a solid pro. FINAL GRADE: 4.8 


18. Darrell Brooks, Arizona 

6-0°% 199 4.55 6th round 
Strengths: Is aggressive and physical. Is instinc- 
tive in the running game, commits quickly and is 
a sure tackler. Transitions nicely on pass plays. 
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Has decent closing speed and can outjump 
receivers in coverage. 

Weaknesses: Isn't a superior athlete. Is suscepti- 
ble to play-action fakes. Struggles when covering 
larger receivers and tight ends man-to-man. Must 
add bulk to be more of a presence against the run. 
Has durability concerns. 

Bottom line: Brooks is a high-energy defender who 
is equally productive in pass and run situations. 
He has no elite attributes but could have a solid 
career. FINAL GRADE: 4.7 


19. Charlie Peprah, Alabama 

5-10% 203 4.65 6th round 
Strengths: Shows nice athleticsim; is fluid, 
aggressive and instinctive. Reads plays and reacts 
quickly. Is solid in coverage; closes well to the 
pass. Will deliver a shot on running plays. 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal height for a free safety 
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and the speed to be an every-down cornerback. 
Must add bulk and strength. Has trouble shedding 
blocks in run support. Doesn't wrap up consistently 
when tackling. 

Bottom line: Peprah is athletic and has experience 
at multiple positions. But the team that drafts 
him must allow him time to develop. If he adds 
size and strength, he could become an impact 
player. FINAL GRADE: 4.6 


20. Nate Salley, Ohio State 

6-14 218 4.65 6th round 
Strengths: Has a nice package of height and size. 
Takes long strides, which allows him to cover a lot 
of ground. Sees the field and doesn't allow 
receivers to get behind him. 

Weaknesses: Is hesitant on running plays. Doesn't 
fill holes hard and has trouble disengaging blocks. 
Must give receivers a sizable cushion because he 
lacks catch-up speed. 

Bottom line: Salley is a smart free safety prospect 
who avoids trouble by taking solid angles and 
knowing where his help is. But he is a liability in 
run defense and doesn't have the speed teams 
want in a deep defender. FINAL GRADE: 4.6 


21. Chris Harrell, Penn State 

6-1 210 4.70 7th round 
Strengths: Is a hard-working strong safety who is 
comfortable playing between the tackles. Can get 
off blocks and get to the ballcarrier. Can be a force 
on special teams. 

Weaknesses: Lacks adequate measurables, 
especially speed and agility. Doesn't make smooth 
cuts in transition and loses ground on receivers 
because of poor hip rotation. Durability is a 
concern. 

Bottom line: Harrell is an accomplished run 
defender, but his limited coverage ability limits 
his upside. If he isn’t selected late, he likely will 
sign as a free agent. FINAL GRADE: 4.1 


22. Jarrad Page, UCLA 

6-2 215 4.60 7th round 
Strengths: Is a strong safety prospect with great 
size for run support. Is an explosive tackler; wraps 
up and drives through the ballcarrier. Takes 
winning angles in pursuit. Has solid hands. 
Weaknesses: Is slow to open his hips and change 
direction. Lacks ideal closing speed in pass 
coverage. Struggles in man-to-man coverage 
against slot receivers and athletic tight ends. 
Bottom line: Page's lack of coverage skills and 
awareness limits his potential as a safety. He must 
show he can contribute on special teams to have a 
chance to make a roster. FINAL GRADE: 4.1 


23, Greg Threat, Miami 

6-0 200 4.50 7th round 
Strengths: Plays the run well and takes solid 
angles to the ball. Can fight his way through 
traffic and fills the hole hard. Is an above-average 
tackler. 

Weaknesses: Must improve his transition skills. 
Does not make fluid cuts and appears stiff in cov- 
erage. Lacks solid run/pass recognition skills. 
Bottom line: Threat is a ferocious run defender 
but is undersized and won't be able to play in the 


Best in man coverage 

Michael Huff, Texas 

Athleticism, instincts and competitiveness 
make him solid enough to line up as the nickel 
back against receivers. 

Best press technique 

Jason Allen, Tennessee 

Has the skills to line up in the slot vs. a No. 3 
receiver, the strength to jam at the line and 
the hips to turn and run in coverage. 


Best in zone coverage 
Donte Whitner, Ohio State 


Has sideline-to-sideline range in two-deep 
coverage. Makes plays on the ball in the air. 


Vs. run 
Bernard Pollard, Purdue 
Attacks the line of scrimmage, takes good 
angles to the ball and fights through traffic. 


Playmaking potential 
Darnell Bing, USC 
Will make big hits in run support and will 


gamble in coverage to create turnovers. 


box consistently. But he should be a solid special 
teams contributor. FINAL GRADE: 4.1 


24. Reed Doughty, Northern Colorado 

6-0% 210 4.75 Tth round 
Strengths: Is a sure tackler. Has adequate size 
and strength. Is a smart and shows solid recogni- 
tion skills. Takes sound angles to the ball. 
Weaknesses: Lacks speed. Has not faced elite 
competition. Lacks the size to cover tight ends in 
the middle of the field. 

Bottom line: Doughty's college production and 
character should get him consideration among 


NFL scouts, but he won't be selected until late in 
the seventh round. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


25. Tyrone Culver, Fresno State 

6-0°% 195 4.57 7th round 
Strengths: Has a nice combination of size and 
strength. Has a reputation for making big plays 
in clutch situations. Has excellent run/pass 
recognition skills. 

Weaknesses: Doesn't make many plays on the 
ball in coverage. Can be overpowered by bigger 
backs. 

Bottom line: Culver's lack of bulk and elite speed 
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will hurt him at the next level. But he is bright 
and has a solid work ethic. He could be selected 
late on Day 2. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


26. Jahmile Addae, West Virgini 

5-9’ 201 4.65 7th round 
Strengths: |s aggressive and plays with a great 
motor. Is a leader on the field and has the ability 
to make players around him better. 

Weaknesses: Lacks speed and quickness. Is vul- 
nerable in coverage; doesn't have the athletic 
ability to turn and run upfield with bigger 
receivers. 

Bottom line: Addae is best suited for a reserve 
role that puts him in a positive position to play 
the run. FINAL GRADE: 4,0 


27. Willie Andrews, Baylor 

5-9'% 183 4.47 7th round 
Strengths: Has excellent speed and a nose for the 
ball. Plays to the whistle and shows above-average 
instincts. Has solid tackling skills and can be 
counted on to lead the blitz. 

Weaknesses: Lacks size. Doesn't possess the 
height to knock down the pass and doesn't have 
great hands. Often is overpowered at the point of 
attack. 

Bottom line: Andrews lacks the size and strength 
to compete consistently against elite competition. 
FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


28. Scott Ware, USC 

6-2 215 4.51 7th round 
Strengths: Possesses above-average size, speed 
and strength. Is aggressive and tough at the point 
of attack. Will make the big hit. 

Weaknesses: Only played two seasons at USC. 
Doesn't have great hands and is unlikely to come 
up with the interception, 

Bottom line: Ware is a tough and feisty player but 
lacks experience and has been slowed by injuries. 
Expect him to sign as a free agent if he doesn't go 
late in the seventh round. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 
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called me weird. I’m quiet on the field, then off the field I'm kind of 
annoying and always messing with people and joking with 
people. 

The NFL player | am most like is; I'm kind of a mix of 


against Houston | took my first interception back for a 
touchdown. 
My opponents would say my best trait is: Smart, 
instincts. If | see a route during the game or on film, | 


store it away and compare it for the next time it 
comes. 

I'm better than most of the players at my 
position because: |'m versatile. | can play safety, | 
can play anywhere in the backfield. | played corner 
my sophomore year. 

The part of my game that will need the most 
work in the NFL is: Probably open-field tackling. 
My college stats fail to say this about me: | led by 


example. Whatever it took, whatever the team needed 


me to do, whether it's running down on a kickoff or 
blocking a punt, I'd go out there and do it. 


My friends would describe my personality as: Weird. That's one 
word Michael Griffin and all my fellow DBs always called me. I'm two 
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Charles Woodson and Ed Reed. 


The NFL player | can't wait to face off against is: 
Probably Chad Johnson. I'm sure he's going to talk 
trash all week before the game, then during the 
game he's going to talk trash, and I'm sure after the 
game he’s going to talk trash. So that'd be fun. 
When | score my first NFL touchdown | will: 
Probably just give the ball to my mom. I'm not really 

a big celebration person. 


The first thing I'll buy after | sign my first contract is: 
| think I'll buy me an IHOP. | love eating at IHOP. My 
favorite is shrimp and pancakes. ! guess that's kind of why 
people call me weird because that’s two kind of opposite things 
to put together, shrimp and pancakes. 
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PUNTERS 


1. Steve Weatherford, Illinois 
5-11’4 191 4.80 (40 time) 4th round 
Strengths: Was versatile in college as a punter, 
field-goal kicker and kickoff man. Has been a 
durable and consistent performer. Has a history of 
making big kicks. 

Weaknesses: Lacks elite leg strength. Must show 
more consistent mechanics. Needs to get off punts 
more quickly. 

Bottom line: Weatherford could be 
selected early on Day 2 because of his 
terrific upside as a punter. FINAL 
GRADE: 5.9 


2. Sam Paulescu, Oregon State 
5-11 191 5.00 5th round 
Strengths: Has above-average leg 
strength and great directional skills. 
Gets terrific hang time and control of 
punts. 

Weaknesses: Lacks experience after 
playing only two years in Division I-A. 
Must prove he can handle the added 
pressure of the NFL. 

Bottom line: Paulescu has one of the group's best 
legs and projects as a mid-to-late Day 2 selection. 
FINAL GRADE: 5.0 


3, John Torp, Colorado 

6-14 202 4.70 7th round 
Strengths: Combines a strong leg with solid 
mechanics. Shows solid directional skills. 
Weaknesses: Must speed up his release. Shows 
inconsistent hang time. 

Bottom line: Torp nailed punts at a 45-yard clip in 
college, but there are concerns about his ability to 
launch the ball as consistently away from 
Colorado's thin air. FINAL GRADE; 4.2 


4, David Lonie, California 

6-5% 218 4.70 7th round 
Strengths: Consistently puts the ball inside the 
20. Shows timing and above-average accuracy. Is 
willing to make tackles. 

Weaknesses: Age is a concern; turns 27 on May 6. 
Is inconsistent on kickoffs. 

Bottom line: Lonie projects as a late Day 2 selec- 
tion with great upside. FINAL GRADE: 4.0 


5. Ryan Plackemeier, Wake Forest 

6-3 249 5.20 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has the versatility to be a punter, kickoff 
specialist or a reserve field-goal kicker. Gets terrific 
hang time on punts and kickoffs. 

Weaknesses: Lacks consistency and accuracy as a 
kicker. Shows a lack of directional skills as a punter. 
Bottom line: Plackemeier, who won the Ray Guy 
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Award as the nation’s 
best punter as a senior, must overcome inconsis- 
tency and poor accuracy. FINAL GRADE: 3.9 


6. Danny Baugher, Arizona 

5-10 200 4.75 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Punts with nice power and hang time 
to pin back opponents. Knows how to place the 
ball and has solid directional skills. 

Weaknesses: |s undersized. Suffered a torn MCL 
as a senior. 

Bottom line: Baugher’s knee injury puts his future 
in doubt. He could get a look as a free agent. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


7. Ryan Hoffman, Illinois State 

6-2 190 5.00 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has a strong leg; can boom the ball. 
Consistently drops punts inside the 20. 
Weaknesses: Hasn't faced elite competition. 
Doesn't get solid hang time. 

Bottom line: Hoffman is a big-legged punter but 
probably won't be drafted because he offers little 
else. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


8. Tom Malone, USC 

5-104 205 4.85 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Shows a quick release and explosive 
power. Was among the nation's strongest punters. 
Weaknesses: Must improve his accuracy and 
directional skills. Had knee surgery before his 
senior season. 
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Bottom line: Malone didn't punt a lot because of 
USC's offense, but he showed consistent power. 
FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


9. Thomas Olmsted, Troy 


6-3% 217 5.19 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has above-average leg strength and 
adequate accuracy. Shows versatility to handle 
kickoffs. 

Weaknesses: Must show more consistent mechanics 
and understanding of angles. Lacks great hang time. 
Bottom line: Olmsted consistently put the ball 
inside the 20 in college but must get his punts off 
more quickly. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


10. Joel Stelly, Louisiana-Monroe 

5-94 185 4.71 Priority free agent 
Strengths: Has above-average leg strength and 
improving directional skills. Consistently drops 
punts inside the 20. 

Weaknesses: Is too undersized to contribute much 
in coverage. Had three punts blocked as a senior. 
Must learn to avoid outpunting coverage. 

Bottom line: Stelly shows the technique and 
strong leg needed to punt in the NFL. 

FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


KICKERS 


1. Jon Scifres, Missouri State 

6-174 228 5.00 (40 time) 4th round 
Strengths: Has a strong leg. Continues to improve 
and become more accurate. Shows sound mechan- 
ics. Converts field-goal attempts from 50-plus 
yards. Can handle NFL kickoff duties. 
Weaknesses: Sometimes loses his touch; strug- 
gles with mechanics when frustrated. 

Bottom line: Scifres, a Division I-AA All- 
American and brother of Chargers punter Mike 
Scifres, has the tools to be an NFL kicker—he 
just needs to become more consistent. 

FINAL GRADE: 5.9 


2. Josh Huston, Ohio State 

6-1 195 5.00 Priority free agent 
Strengths: |s tall with long legs and great power. 
Consistently puts kickoffs into the end zone with 
solid hang time. Has performed well in adverse 
weather. Also has experience punting. 
Weaknesses: Is inconsistent on field-goal 
attempts. Shows limited range. Tends to kick low 
line drives. Must get more air under his kicks. 
Bottom line: Huston was awarded a sixth year of 
eligibility because of injuries and responded by 
becoming the Big Ten's top kicker in 05. A solid 
and skilled kickoff specialist, he must improve as a 
field-goal kicker. FINAL GRADE: 3.8 


Grading system: 9.0-8.5—Franchise player; 8.4-8.0—Potential Pro Bowl player; 7.9-7.0—Early impact player; 6.9-6.0—Early contributor; 
5.9-5.5—Eventual starter; 5.4-4.5—Quality backup; 4.4-4.0—Chance to make roster; 3.9-3.6—Priority free agent 
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First-round pick: 10th 


NEEDS 


1. Guard. The Cardinals were 
a horrible running team last 
season, and the problems 
started up front. The biggest 
questions lie in the interior; 
improved guard play would 
help tremendously. The team 
might try to solve the prob- 


lem by moving a tackle 


(Leonard Davis or Oliver 
Ross) to guard. But Georgia 


hasn't played much in his first 
three seasons and missed all 
of last season with a knee 
injury. The Cardinals need a 
playmaker. Ohio State's A.J. 
Hawk might be a bit small to 
play inside, but he'll be hard to 
pass up if he's available with 
the 10th pick. lowa’s Abdul 
Hodge could be a possibility in 
Round 2. 

7. Safety. Free safety Robert 
Griffith's career is winding 
down, and finding a replace- 


guard Max Jean-Gilles would 
be tempting if he fell to the 
second round. 
2. Offensive tackle. Ross was 
a disappointment at right 
tackle last season, and Davis 
hasn't played up to his poten- 
tial at left tackle. The position 
could be addressed in the first 
two rounds. The Cardinals 
would love for Virginia's 
D'Brickashaw Ferguson to fall 
to them with the 10th 
pick, but that's high- 
ly unlikely. USC's 
Winston Justice 

could be an option in 
Round 2. 

3. Quarterback. 

Kurt Warner turns 

35 in June and has 
durability issues. 
Backup John 

Navarre, a seventh- 
round pick in 2004, 
hasn't shown he can 
be a competent 
starter in the NFL. 
The draft's top two 


ment is important because 
strong safety Adrian Wilson 
often plays close to the line. 
That means the free safety has 
to be a good pass defender, 
and a youngster with speed 
would help. 


OUTLOOK 


The Cardinals have had 
two solid drafts under Green 
because they've kept things 
simple. They haven't traded 
down or up, preferring to 
stand pat and take the best 
player on their board. There's 
no question, however, that 
upgrading the offensive line will be a 
priority this offseason. The team can 
try returning players at new positions, 
but it will need an influx of new talent. 
In the long-term interests of the fran- 
chise, a quarterback needs to be taken 
on Day 1, probably within the first two 
rounds. 

The Cardinals have a playoff-caliber 
defense, but a good run-stuffing tackle 
could make it dominant. Green likes 
smaller linemen who can run, but he 


AY DROWNS / TSN 


1. Antrel Rolle, CB (5/4) Could have 
earned an “A" if a knee injury hadn't 
cost him much of the season. C 
2. J.J. Arrington, RB (15/5) Looked 
hesitant most of the season. D | 
3a. Eric Green, CB (12/5) Has good 
speed and intelligence but needs to 
get stronger. C | 
| 3b. Darryl Blackstock, OLB (14/1) | 
Didn't contribute much but has the 
ability to be a decent player. C 
4. Elton Brown, G (9/9) Moves well for 


nose position in its 

under front. 

Oregon's Haloti 
Ngata likely will be 


available in the first 
round, but at 336 
pounds he might be 
too big for Green's 
scheme, which is 
predicated on quick- 
ness and speed. 
Texas’ Rodrique 


quarterbacks, Matt a 340-pounder; was inconsistent. C Wright could be a needs someone with enough bulk to 
Leinart and Vince 5. Lance Mitchell, LB (12/0) Made no second-round possi- stand up to double-teams. 

Young, likely will be impact despite chances to do so. D bility. —Kent Somers, Arizona Republic 
gone when the | 7. LeRon McCoy, WR (10/4) A steal 5. Running back. 


with great speed who improved as the 
season progressed. A 


Cardinals pick in the 
first round, and the 
team is unlikely to 
trade up. 
Vanderbilt's Jay Cutler will be tempting, 
but coach Dennis Green needs to win this 
year, so it’s possible he'll hold off on a 
quarterback in the first round, perhaps 
opting to take someone such as Clemson's 
Charlie Whitehurst later on Day 1. 

4. Defensive tackle. The only run stuffer 
on the roster is nose tackle Russell Davis, 
and he's an unrestricted free agent. The 
team could use someone else to play the 


Green hasn't given 
up on J.J. Arrington, 
a second-round pick 
in 2005. But he 
didn't impress anyone as a rookie 
and seemed to cower from con- 
tact at times. Arrington’s devel- 
opment, however, was hindered 

by a lack of blocking up front. 

Still, the Cardinals are likely to 
address this position in the middle 
rounds. 

6. Middle linebacker. Gerald Hayes has 
been penciled in as the starter, but he 


The Cardinals drafted the 
league's top young pass- 
catching duo in 


De WRs Anquan Boldin 
<pF \ (second, 03) and 
¢ Larry Fitzgerald 


(first, '04). The 
defense has been 
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DEPTH CHART 


PROJECTED 


OFFENSE 
QB @ Kurt Warner 


__@ John Navarre 


FB O. Ayanbadejo 


O Harold Morrow 


RB OO Jd, Arrington 
@ Marcel Shipp _ 
WR A Anquan Boldin 


___ @ Bryant Johnson _ 


WR A Larry Fitzgerald 
___ @ Bryant Johnson 
TE Q Eric Edwards 
___ Adam Bergen 
I @ Leonard Davis 


Gy Adam Haayer 


LG @ Reggie Wells 

O Alex Stepanovich 
C O Nick Leckey 

G Alex Stepanovich 
RG O Elton Brown 


__O Alex Stepanovich 


RT @ Oliver Ross 
QO Fred Wakefield 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Chike Okeafor 


@ CalvinPace 


LT @ Darnell Dockett 
__O Kenny King 
RT @ Russell Davis 

O Ross Kolodziej 
RE A Bertrand Berry 
— @CalvinPace 
SLB @ Karlos Dansby 
___O Darryl Blackstock 
MIB @ Gerald Hayes 


_@ James Darling 


WLB @ Orlando Huff 


___O Darryl Blackstock 


LCB @ Antrel Rolle 
QeEricGreen 
S$ @ Adrian Wilson 
_© Aaron Francisco 
FS @ Robert Griffith 
___O Quentin Harris 
RCB @ David Macklin 
O Eric Green 
SPECIALISTS 
KA Neil Rackers_ 
P @ Scott Player 


KR_O Reggie Swinton _ 


PR_O Reggie Swinton 
1§ A Nathan Hodel 


Aflite @ Adequate 
WSolid OFringe 


‘01 '02 '03 '04 '0: 


o-u-ay 
oo=-ON 


upgraded significantly by the additions of SS Adrian Wilson 
(third, '01), SLB Karlos Dansby (second, 04) and CB Antrel Rolle 
(first, 05); However, DT Wendell Bryant (first, '02) is out of the NFL, 
and LT Leonard Davis (first, 01) hasn't met expectations. 
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First-round pick: 15th 


1. Safety. No position demands more of 
an overhaul, given the run defense’s 
decline in the second half of last season. 
Former starters Bryan Scott and Keion 
Carpenter might have played their way 
out of the league with their missed tack- 
les; the team will place an emphasis on 
nabbing a sound tackler. Texas’ Michael 
Huff likely will be gone by the 15th pick, 
so the team will look at USC’s Darnell 
Bing and South Carolina's Ko Simpson as 
possible first-rounders. Bing is an explo- 
sive hitter; Simpson closes quickly in 
coverage. Georgia's Greg Blue, Ohio 
State's Donte Whitner and Purdue's 
Bernard Pollard are options later on the 
first day. 

2. Running back. Warrick Dunn can't play 
forever, and T.J. Duckett no longer appears 
fit to be his successor. If the team isn't 
impressed with the defensive backs avail- 
able in the first round, it might select 
Memphis’ DeAngelo Williams or 
Minnesota's Laurence Maroney. 
Wisconsin's Brian Calhoun is a potential 
second-rounder with similar size and agili- 
ty to Dunn's. 

3. Defensive end. With Jonathan 
Babineaux expected to play more exclu- 
sively inside and Brady Smith's status 
uncertain, finding a No, 3 end will be 
important. The Falcons should be able to 
add a quality player in the third round and 
will target someone who can hold the 
point of attack, particularly against the 
run. Purdue's Ray Edwards has the neces- 
sary physical skills—speed, suddenness 
and explosion—but losing his starting job 
after five games last season could signal 
character concerns. Syracuse's James 
Wyche and Indiana's Victor Adeyanju look 
like safer options. 

4. Cornerback. If a burner such as 
Clemson's Tye Hill is on the board when 
the team picks in the first round, the 
Falcons might find it hard to pass on the 
chance to pair him with rising star 
DeAngelo Hall. But a quality player such 
as Georgia's DeMario Minter or Miami's 
Devin Hester, who's as fast as Hill, might 
be available in the third round or later. 
5. Guard. The team's zone-blocking 
schemes create huge holes for the run- 
ning game, but protection is a problem. 
Starters Kynan Forney and Matt Lehr 
played well enough in 2005 to keep their 
jobs, but injuries affected their produc- 
tion as pass blockers and the team needs 


Atlanta 


FALCONS 


more than journeymen as backups. 
There's almost no chance the Falcons will 
pick a guard before the fourth round. 
USC's Fred Matua and Kansas State's 
Jeromey Clary are Day 2 options; each 
has the strong, compact frame line con- 


Games played/started 
1. Roddy White, WR (16/8) Proved to 
be a capable downfield threat. A- 
2. Jonathan Babineaux, DT (16/6) Is 
versatile but couldn't hold on to right 
end job after wearing down. B- 
3, Jordan Beck, LB (0/0) Missed all of 
2005. Return will improve depth. INC 
4. Chauncey Davis, DE (16/5) Could 
take over as starting right end. B 
5a. Michael Boley, OLB (16/11) Made 
a positive impact early as a fill-in. B+ 
5b. Frank Omiyale, OT (0/0) Has 
nasty bent. Could start on left side. C 
6. DeAndra Cobb, RB (3/0) A one- 
dimensional player who struggled, D- 
7. Darrell Shropshire, DT (10/0) 
Excellent late-rounder became 
a crucial part of the Ae 
rotation, Bt 


sultant Alex Gibbs likes in 

run blockers, as well as good awareness in 
protection. 

6. Quarterback. Ty Detmer won't return 
for a third season as the No. 3 quarter- 
back and backup Matt Schaub could leave 
as a free agent in 2007, so bringing 
aboard a rookie to learn the offense 
would help. A backup could be 
drafted as early as Round 3. 
UCLAs Drew Olson has the size, ¢ 
arm strength and touch to 
develop into a solid backup. 
Georgia's D.J. Shockley blends 
qualities of Michael Vick and 
Schaub. Both prospects would be 
available on Day 2. 


OUTLOOK 


The team doesn't have a lot 
of financial flexibility to work 
with in the free-agent mar- 
ket, but signing an experi- 
enced safety with a nasty 
streak will be as important as 
using a Day 1 pick to address the 
deficiency so a rookie will have some- 
one to learn behind. The same is true 
at running back, where the team 


> TSN's fantasy games and content: fantasygames.sportingnews.com/nfl 


The Falcons still are wait- 
ing to see whether first- 


(J TEAM REPORTS 


needs to take advantage of the mentor 
role Dunn could play and start grooming 
a young player behind him. Moving up in 
the first round seems unlikely, but there's 
a chance G.M. Rich McKay will package a 
fourth- and fifth-round pick for an extra 
third if he sees an end, guard or running 
back who might not make it past Day 1. 
As long as Gibbs influences decision mak- 
ing on the line, undervalued and under- 
sized prospects will be attractive and the 
team is likely to pursue them on Day 2. 
—George Henry, Associated Press 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


08 A Michael Vick 
@ Matt Schaub 
FB A Justin Griffith 
@ Fred McCrary 
A Warrick Dunn 
@ J.J. Duckett 
@ Michael Jenkins 
© Brian Finneran 
@ Roddy White 
@ Brian Finneran 
TE A Alge Crumpler 
U Eric Beverly 
UT @ Frank Omiyale 
@ Barry Stokes 
16 @ Matt Lehr 
O Ben Claxton 
C @ Todd McClure 
O Austin King 
RG @ Kynan Forney 
U Austin King 
RT @ Todd Weiner 
© Barry Stokes 
DEFENSE 
LE A Patrick Kerney 
@ Chauncey Davis 
UT A Rod Coleman 
@ Darrell Shropshire 
NT @ Chad Lavalais 
@ Antwan Lake 
RE @ Chauncey Davis 
QO J. Babineaux 
SLB @ Michael Boley 
O Ike Reese _ 
MLB i@ Ed Hartwell 
@ Jordan Beck 


' ) WLB A Keith Brooking 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


TOTAL PICKS 
STARTERS 
BACKUPS 


rounders Michael 
Jenkins (04) and 
Roddy White ('05) 
will become go-to 
receivers for 
QB Michael Vick 


OUT OF NFL 


101 '02 '03 '04'05 


2 
1 
OTHER TEAMS 2 0 
5 


@ Demorrio Williams 
{CB A DeAngelo Hall 
@ Kevin Mathis 
$8 O Antuan Edwards 
G Cam Newton 
FS © Ronnie Heard 
Cam Newton _ 
RCB @ Jason Webster 
@ Chris Cash 
SPECIALISTS 
K  @ Todd Peterson 
P  @ Michael Koenen 
KR @ Allen Rossum 
PR w@ Allen Rossum 
{$m Derek Rackley 
Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 


10 8 
3 
0 


(first, 01). TE Alge Crumpler (second, '01) has exceeded 
expectations, but RB T.J, Duckett (first, '02) has been unable to 


displace Warrick Dunn as the feature back. CB DeAngelo Hall (first, 
'04) already has become an elite cover man. 
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PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
08 @ Kyle Boller 
Brian St. Pierre 
FB @ Ovie Mughelli 
First-round pick: 413th sideline-to-sideline speed than a @ Justin Green 
menacing force who lacks range. RB om Jamal Lewis 
NEEDS lowa’s Abdul Hodge would be an G Jamel White — 
1, Running back. Jamal Lewis and attractive option if he slides into WR w Derrick Mason 
Chester Taylor are free agents. One likely the middle of Round 2. _@ Randy Hymes 
will stay, but the Ravens need an under- 7. Cornerback. The Ravens don't WR m Mark Clayton 
study and a prospect who can play right have an immediate need for ‘ : Sb Moore _ 
: ; odd Heap 
away. They prefer a big back who can starters, but they are in search ©) Darnell Dinkins 
handle the pounding of a heavy workload. of nickel and dime backs. UT A Jonathan Ogden 
The one player who fits that description Eventually, the newcomers Q Adam Terry 
and is worthy of the team’s first-round could replace starters Chris \G @ Brian Rimpf 
slot is USC's LenDale White. McAlister and Samari Rolle. O Thatcher Szalay 
2. Offensive line. There are big holes Florida State's Antonio C  @ Mike Flynn 
holes to fill, particularly at right tackle Cromartie and Penn State's O Jason Brown 
and guard. Center is another problem Anwar Phillips have good size RG @ Keydrick Vincent 
spot, though the team could give Mike and would be appealing second- 1 Jason Brown 
Flynn another shot. The Ravens need ver- HT @ Tony Pashos 


satile players who can run, trap, pull and 
pass block. Auburn tackle Marcus McNeill 
and Georgia guard Max 
Jean-Gilles are expect- 


round options. 


OUTLOOK 


Look for the Ravens to be 
involved in a lot of trade rumors. wT 


O Adam Terry 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Anthony Weaver 
@ Jarret Johnson 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


ed to be available 
when the Ravens pick 
in Round 1 and could 
help them right away. 
3, Quarterback. The 
Ravens realize Kyle 


Boller isn't the answer, 


but they might be 
stuck with him for 
another year because 
they have other holes 
to fill. Although they 
likely will sign a veter- 
an to start or compete 
against Boller, they 
want a young QB with 
a live arm to build 
around. Ravens G.M. 
Ozzie Newsome loves 
Texas’ Vince Young, 
but he'll be gone 
before No. 13 selec- 
tion. The Ravens have 
been impressed with 
Vanderbilt's Jay Cutler. 
He remains a first- 
round option. If Cutler 
happens to slide deep 
into the first round, 
the Ravens would con- 
sider trading up from 


Games played/started 
1. Mark Clayton, WR (14/10) Had a 
slow start but finished strong. Should 
become an impact player next 
season. B 


son-ending knee injury on the first 
day of training camp. INC 

2b. Adam Terry, OT (7/0) Has decent 
speed and holds up well at the point 
of attack. Needs to become tougher— 
mentally and physically. C 

4, Jason Brown, G/C (6/1) 
Surprisingly versatile but needs to get 
in better shape and learn the offense. 
Like Terry, needs to get tougher. C- 

5. Justin Green, FB (12/4) Developed 
well and turned out to be a big plus. 
Thrives on contact. B+ 

6. Derek Anderson, QB (0/0) Ravens 
waived him, and that was a mistake. 
Showed promise and was picked up by 
the Browns. F 

7, Mike Smith, ILB (6/0) Lacks 
physical skills and athleticism, but 
compensates with tough play and 
desire. Also is a decent special teams 
player. C- 


2a. Dan Cody, OLB (0/0) Suffered sea- 


run stuffers. 
Texas’ Rodrique 
Wright and LSU's 
Claude Wroten 
are big bodies 
the team would 
consider in 
Round 2. Other 
second-round 
possibilities are 
Michigan's Gabe 
Watson and 
Miami's Orien 
Harris. 

5. Safety. The 
Ravens aren't like- 
ly to re-sign Will 
Demps. They want 
someone with the 
potential to start 
right away, 


Don't be surprised if they trade 
down in the first round. Though 
they have significant needs at 
tunning back and quarterback, 
they have multiple holes to fill 


NT 
RE 


@ Kelly Gregg 

1 Dwawn Edwards 
@ Maake Kemoeatu 
© Aubrayo Franklin 
@ Terrell Suggs 

O Roderick Green 


five first-round choices 


in the offensive line. The Ravens OLB @ Adalius Thomas 


could wheel and deal in hopes of o Wike Sith == 

‘ : : MLB A Ray Lewis 
finding offensive linemen in the m Bart Scott 
second and third rounds. They O18 im Tommy Polley 
also want to ease concerns © Mike Smith 


about their defensive tackle depth and 
will consider drafting a prospect on the 
first day. 


LCB m@ Chris McAlister 
O Evan Oglesby 
$$ @ Chad Williams 


On the second day, the team will try to O BJ. Ward 
fill lesser needs in the secondary and, FS. A Ed Reed 
a B.J. Ward 


possibly, at linebacker. By adding nickel 
and dime backs, the team also would 
address special teams needs. 

This will be an interesting draft for the 
Ravens. Scouts rave about Cutler's foot- 
ball intelligence, but can the team gam- 
ble on him in the first round? White fits 
the Ravens’ prototype, but does it make 
sense to take a running back before the 
offensive line is shored up? 

—Mike Preston, Baltimore Sun 


RCB m@ Samari Rolle 
2 Evan Oglesby 

SPECIALISTS 

K_ @ Matt Stover 

Pa Dave Zastudil 

KR @ B.J. Sams 

PR @ Mark Clayton 

(Sm Matt Katula 
Aflite @ Adequate 
BSolid OFringe 


Four of the Ravens’ past 101 '02 '03 '04'05 
TOTALPICKS 7 10 11 7 
STARTERS 


have been solid picks, 


the second round to get him. Alabama‘s 
Brodie Croyle is an option in the second 
round or third round. 

4. Defensive tackle. The Ravens need a 
guy who can keep offensive linemen off 
middle linebacker Ray Lewis and can col- 
lapse the pocket. The Ravens were 
decent at the position last season, but 
the starters and backups basically were 
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but they also 
will look for backup types who can 
help on special teams. 
6. Middle linebacker. Lewis has 
lost a step and is disgruntled 
about his contract situation. Top 
reserve Bart Scott could hit the free- 
agent market, so help is needed. The 
team would rather add a player with 


~~ with one still to be 
\ 


determined. 
TE Todd Heap 
('01) is among 
the best at his 
position, both FS Ed Reed ('02) and OLB/DE Terrell Suggs 
('03) have been to the Pro Bow! and WR Mark Clayton ('05) had 
a strong rookie season. The biggest question mark remains whether 
QB Kyle Boller (first, '03) can lead this offense 


BACKUPS 
OTHER TEAMS 
OUT OF NFL 


0 
024 5 
3 220 
3 3 2 2 


BILLS 


First-round pick: 8th 


NEEDS 


1, Defensive tackle. Sam Adams should 
return to form after injuries hindered his per- 
formance in 2005, but the Bills need anoth- 
er difference-maker. Oregoris Haloti Ngata 
might be their choice in the first round. He 
has the ideal combination of size, technique 
and explosive quickness to be a disruptive 
force. Miami's Orien Harris is a good option if 
he slides into the second round. 

2. Offensive tackle. Mike Gandy isn’t the 


long-term solution on the left side and 
although Jason Peters was impressive in 
his first year at right tackle, he’s raw. The 
team would have to trade up to get 
Virginia's D'Brickashaw Ferguson, the 
best left tackle prospect. Auburn's 
Marcus McNeill and Miami's Eric Winston 
are first-round possibilities, but one or 
both could fall to the second round. 
USC's Winston Justice is a right tackle, 
but the team could consider him in the 


2005 DRAFT 


Games played/started 


2. Roscoe Parrish, WR (10/1) Missed 
first six games with a wrist injury. Big- 
play speed wasn't fully utilized on 
offense. Showed promise as a punt 
returner. C 

3. Kevin Everett, TE (0/0) He's a 
question mark after missing season 
with a knee injury. INC 

4. Duke Preston, C (15/1) His future is 
at center, but he played well in few 
opportunities at guard. C+ 

5. Eric King, CB (16/1) Aggressive 
player who earned playing time in 
nickel and dime packages. C 

6. Justin Geisinger, G (0/0) Appears 
to be nothing more than a develop- 
mental project who may never 
become a starter. F 

7. Lionel Gates, RB (0/0) Has size 
and athletic ability but never got a 
chance to show it. F 


But Chris 
Kelsay hasn't 
shown enough 
consistency, 
and Ryan 
Denney is a free 
agent. N.C. 
State's Mario 
Williams would 
be hard to pass 
up if he's avail- 
able at No. 8. 
Auburn's 
Stanley 
McClover or 
USC's Frostee 
Rucker would 
be a good 
pickup in the 
middle rounds. 
4. Cornerback. This is a high priority if 
the team doesn't re-sign or franchise free 
agent Nate Clements. If Virginia Tech's 
Jimmy Williams were available at No. 8, 
he would bring size and cover skills. 
Miami's Kelly Jennings and Penn 
State's Anwar Phillips are first-day 
possibilities, 

5. Wide receiver. If Eric Moulds 
doesn't accept a pay cut and is 
released and the Bills lose free 


fd 
ri 
3 
akg 
5 


, "Buffalo has had mixed 


could use a middle-round pick on 
Wisconsin's Jonathan Orr or Notre Dame's 
Maurice Stovall. 

6. Safety. Troy Vincent and Lawyer Milloy 
are aging, so the team needs an injection 
of youth. Nebraska's Daniel Bullocks or 
Syracuse's Syracuse's Anthony Smith 
would be a good middle-round pick. Ohio 
State's Nate Salley might be available in 
the later rounds. 

7. Outside linebacker. The team must 
look for an eventual replacement for Jeff 
Posey on the strong side. Josh Stamer is 
a reliable backup, but the team can do 
better. Ohio State's Bobby Carpenter 
might be available in the second round, 
but the team may have to pass on him to 
address a bigger need. UCLA's Spencer 
Havner would be a solid fifth- or sixth- 
round pick. 


OUTLOOK 


The Bills have four picks in the first 
three rounds, so they should be able to 
get help on the lines and fill potential 
holes at receiver and cornerback. The 
later rounds will be devoted to finding 
depth on both sides of the ball. 

The team's first selection could be 
Ngata, who would fill the need for an 
impact interior lineman. But the Bills 
most certainly would take Mario Williams 
if he fell to them at No. 8. 

The Bills must address their offensive 
and defensive lines early. Any offensive 
tackle other than Ferguson would be a 
reach with the eighth overall pick, so the 
team likely will address the position in 
the second round. That's fine because 
there's enough talent at offensive tackle 
to fill the need later. 

Even though the Bills drafted J.P. 
Losman in 2004, it wouldn't be a surprise 
if they picked a quarterback to be the 
third guy behind Losman and Kelly 
Holcomb. —Allen Wilson, Buffalo News 
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PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B @ J.P. Losman 
@ Kelly Holcomb 
FB @ Daimon Shelton 
Q Joe Burns 
RB A Willis McGahee 
O Shaud Williams 
WR @ Josh Reed 
__O Sam Aiken 
WR W Lee Evans 
__ @ Roscoe Parrish 
TE @ Mark Campbell 
@ Tim Euhus_ 
ll @ Mike Gandy 
3 Greg Jerman 
16 @ Bennie Anderson 
___ @ Mike Williams 
Cm Duke Preston 
O Trey Teague 
RG @ Chris Villarrial 
___O Justin Geisinger 
RT Jason Peters 
O Dylan McFarland 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Chris Kelsay 
a Ryan Denney 
OT w@ Sam Adams 
-@ Justin Bannan 
OT @ Tim Anderson 
@ Ron Edwards 
RE @ Aaron Schobel 
__O Ryan Denney 
WLB A Takeo Spikes 
_B Angelo Crowell 
MLB A London Fletcher 
_@ Mario Haggan 
SLB m@ Jeff Posey 
__O Josh Stamer 
(CB m@ Terrence McGee 
@ Eric King 
SS m@ Lawyer Milloy 
___ @ Coy Wire 
FS @ Troy Vincent 


@ Rashad Baker 


ROB @ Jabari Greer 
@ Kevin Thomas 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Rian Lindell 
PA Brian Moorman 
KR A Terrence McGee _ 
PR_@ Roscoe Parrish _ 
LS__A& Mike Schneck 
Aflite @ Adequate 


BSolid Fringe 
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TOTALPICKS 12 10 8 


STARTERS 
BACKUPS 


204 


2 6 3 
OTHERTEAMS 3 1 0 
OUT OF NFL 


3 3 4 


- last year; CB Nate Clements (first, '01) anchors a strong pass 


agent Josh Reed, they will have to 

use an early pick on this position 
because Lee Evans and Roscoe Parrish 
can't carry the load. Otherwise, the team 


second round if it feels Peters can handle 
the left side. 

3. Defensive end. Aaron Schobel has 
emerged as an outstanding pass rusher. 


’ CB Terrence McGee (fourth, '03) is a dangerous return 
“man. But QB J, PR Losman (first, 04) failed as a starter last year, and Mike 
f Williams (first, 02) has’ been relegated toa backup guard role. 
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TEAM REPORTS [J 


First-round pick: 27th 


NEEDS 


1. Defensive tackle. Kris Jenkins (knee) 
is coming off his second major injury in 
two years and Brentson Buckner, who 
will be 35 in September, is nearing the 
end of his career. Jordan Carstens and 
Kindal Moorehead have played well at 
times but are best suited to backup 
foles, Fresh talent is needed as insur- 
ance if Jenkins isn't 100 percent or 
Buckner's age starts to show. Michigan's 
Gabe Watson has good size and quick- 
ness and could be around when the 
team picks at No. 27 overall. Florida 
State's Brodrick Bunkley shows a nice 
burst to the quarterback and likely 
could be had in the second round. 

2. Wide receiver. Steve Smith had a 
tremendous year, but Keary Colbert hit 
a sophomore slump after a promising 
rookie season, The 
team at least needs 
to bring in a receiver 
to challenge Colbert. 
A big receiver to 
complement Smith 
would be ideal. 
Oklahoma's Travis 
Wilson matches that 
description, and he 
should be available 
late on Day 1. 

3. Running back. If 
the team can re-sign 
DeShaun Foster, he'll 
be the feature back. 
But alternatives are 
needed regardless. 
Eric Shelton was dis- 
appointing in camp 
as a rookie and strug- 
gled in picking up the 
offense before land- 
ing on |.R, If Foster 
isn't re-signed, this 
need could jump to 
the top of the list, 
and the team will 
look for a workhorse 
runner who can play 
fight away, such as 
LSU's Joseph Addai, in 
the first round. If Foster re-signs, the 
team will look for another option as a 
backup on Day 2. 

4. Tight end. Veteran Kris Mangum is an 
adequate starter and Michael Gaines has 
shown promise as a backup. But the team 
uses a lot of two-tight end sets and needs 


raw project. F 
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BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


Games played/started 
1. Thomas Davis, LB (16/2) Bombed 
as a strong safety but contributed as a 
hybrid linebacker/safety in nickel 
packages and on special teams. C- 

2. Eric Shelton, RB (0/0) Was dismal 
in camp before going on I.R. (foot). INC 
3a. Evan Mathis, G (9/0) Could step 
into a starting job this year. C- 

3b. Atiyyah Ellison, DT (0/0) Is a very 


4. Stefan LeFors, QB (0/0) Struggled 
in training camp but has upside. D 

5a. Adam Seward, LB (4/0) Was play- 
ing well on special teams before a 
foot injury ended his season. C+ 

5b. Geoff Hangartner, C (4/0) Was 
inactive for the first nine games, C 

5c. Ben Emanuel, S (11/8) Didn't make 
the opening roster and wound up 
starting for the 49ers. F 

6a. Jovan Haye, DE (2/0) Spent the 
season as a backup on a deep line. C 
6b. Joe Berger, OT (3/0) Didn't make 
opening roster; signed with Miami. F 


three quality tight 
ends. Mike 
Seidman, once a 
potential starter, 
has been a non- 
factor. The team 
could go as high as 
the second round 
for the right tight 
end, such as Notre 
Dame's Anthony 
Fasano. 

5. Quarterback. 
Backup Chris 
Weinke is likely to 
leave as a free 
agent. Second-year 
pro Stefan LeFors 
has the intelli- 
gence and intangi- 
bles to take a step 
up, but he might 
lack the 
physical 
skills. The team could look early 
in Day 2 for a rookie it can 
develop. 

6. Center. Jeff Mitchell is a free 
agent, and at age 32, the team won't 
pay big to keep him, Geoff Hangartner, a 
fifth-round pick last year, is a question 
mark. The team needs to solidify this 


position and find a 
potential starter, likely 
in the mid- to late 
rounds, if Mitchell is not 
re-signed. 

7. Safety. With Thomas 
Davis likely to switch to 
linebacker, depth is 
needed in the secondary. 
Although free safety 
Mike Minter, 32, still is 
playing at a high level, 
the team would be wise 
to try to find an eventual 
replacement on Day 2. 
8. Offensive tackle. 
Travelle Wharton strug- 
gled at times in his first 
season as the starting 
left tackle. If there's a 
chance to find a player 
who can push Wharton, 
this position becomes a 
possibility later in the 
draft. 


OUTLOOK 


G.M. Marty Hurney 
and coach John Fox work 
well with the team’s 
scouting department and have a strong 
picture of what kinds of players they 
want. They want to find balance for an 
offense that became one-dimensional 
and relied too heavily on Smith last sea- 
son, The answer is to improve the run- 
ning game by adding a quality runner and 
improving the blocking, and also adding 
more receiving targets for quarterback 
Jake Delhomme. 

The defense was outstanding last year, 
but it won't be ignored in the draft. It iss 
built around the line, and it's time to get 
younger at tackle. Depth at linebacker, 
especially players who can contribute on 
special teams, will be a late-round focus. 


—Pat Yasinskas, Charlotte Observer 


They hit a home run in 
2001, drafting LB Dan 
Morgan (first), 


, DT Kris Jenkins 


(second) and 

WR Steve Smith 
(third). DE Julius 
Peppers (first, 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
08 @ Jake Delhomme 
O Stefan LeFors 
FB Brad Hoover 
_@ Nick Goings 
RB @ DeShaun Foster 
__O Eric Shelton 
WR A Steve Smith 
___@ Ricky Proehl 
WR @ Keary Colbert 
UO DrewCarter 
TE W@ Kris Mangum 
@ Michael Gaines _ 
UT @ Travelle Wharton 
0 Todd Fordham _ 
LG A Mike Wahle 
_ Matt Hill 
Ce Jeff Mitchell 
Geoff Hangartner 
RG @ Evan Mathis 
O Matt Hill 
RT @ Jordan Gross 
o Dave Kadela 
DEFENSE 
LE A Julius Peppers 
O Kemp Rasmussen 
DT @ Brentson Buckner 
© Atiyyah Ellison 
OT Kris Jenkins 
___@ Jordan Carstens 
RE i Mike Rucker 
_ @ Al Wallace 
SLB @ Thomas Davis 
@ Brandon Short 
MLB @ Dan Morgan 
@ Chris Draft 
WL8 m@ Will Witherspoon 
O Vinny Ciurciu 
(CB A Ken Lucas 
G Dante Wesley _ 
$$ @ Marlon McCree 
© Garnell Wilds 
FS @ Mike Minter 
__SGarnell Wilds 
RCB @ Chris Gamble 
@ Ricky Manning 
SPECIALISTS 
K_ @ John Kasay 
P @ Jason Baker 
KR. @ Jamal Robertson 
PR & Steve Smith 
LS @ Jason Kyle 
Aflite @ Adequate 
BSolid OFringe 


101 '02 '03 '04'05 


'02) is part of a dominant front four, and RB DeShaun Foster 

(second, ‘02) has been a savior with RB Stephen Davis’ injuries. 

But the past two drafts have not matched the success of '01 through 
'03, with only CB Chris Gamble (first, '04) making an impact to date 


(J TEAM REPORTS 


First-round pick: 26th 


NEEDS 


1. Cornerback. The defense needs an 
infusion of talent at this position. With 
nickel back Jerry Azumah an almost cer- 
tain free-agent departure, the Bears need 
a player who can cover the slot receiver 
or play on the right side when Nathan 
Vasher slides inside in passing situations. 
If either Ohio State's Ashton Youboty or 
Clemson's Tye Hill is available, he might 
be enticing. Texas’ Cedric Griffin could be 
intriguing in the middle rounds. 

2. Outside linebacker. Hunter 
Hillenmeyer was solid in his first full year 
as the strongside starter, but Lance 
Briggs is heading into the final year of his 
contract and the club always is looking to 
improve the position. It's a deep outside 
linebackers class, but don't discount the 
possibility of the position being 
addressed in the 
first round, 
especially if 
someone such as 
Ohio State's 
Bobby Carpenter 
is available. 
Maryland's 
D'Qwell Jackson 
also fits the mold 
of a Lovie Smith 
linebacker. 

3. Tight end. The 
position never 
has been a big 
part of 
coordinator Ron 
Turners offense, 
but the pool of 
prospects is deep 
and the Bears 
need another 
weapon for 
quarterback Rex 
Grossman. Desmond Clark hasn't met 
expectations, and there's a dramatic drop- 
off after him. If the team turns its back on 
defensive needs in Round 1, it could land 
Notre Dame's Anthony Fasano or Georgia's 
Leonard Pope. But it's more likely to pick a 
tight end later on Day 1. 

4. Guard. Left guard Ruben Brown is 34 
and nearing the end of his career, and if 
Terrence Metcalf leaves as a free agent, 
the team not only will lack depth but also 
youth. Oklahoma's Davin Joseph could be 
a nice fit and the team thinks he's a legit- 
imate prospect, but he'll likely go off the 
board earlier than the Bears can afford to 


ing an impact. D+ 


10 of his starts. B+ 


waylayed him. INC 


Games played/started 


1. Cedric Benson, RB (9/1) A holdout 
and a knee injury kept him from mak- 


2. Mark Bradley, WR (7/4) Was on the 
verge of breaking out before tearing 
ACL. Future durability is a question. C 
4, Kyle Orton, QB (15/15) His stats 
weren't spectacular, but the team won 


5. Airese Currie, WR (0/0) Injuries 


6. Chris Harris, S (14/13) A ballhawk 
and headhunter with a bright future. 
Was the steal of the team’s draft. B+ 
7. Rod Wilson, LB (0/0) Was on pace 
to earn a roster spot before suffering 
an injury in camp. INC 


pick him. Expect them to hold off on the 
position until at least the third round. 
5. Offensive tackle. Age is a concern at 
both tackle spots, where the starters are 
Fred Miller (33) and John Tait (31). And 
none of the developmental prospects the 
team has tried the past couple seasons 
has shown 


much promise. Veteran 
John St. Clair is an 
acceptable backup, but 
it’s time to plan for the 
future, likely with a sec- 
ond-day pick. Smith 
puts a premium on ath- 
leticism and mobility 
at the position, 
although it's possible 
the Bears could look at 
a wide-bodied run 
blocker who eventually 
could succeed Miller 

on the right side, 
6. Safety. Strong safety Mike Brown 
has been limited to 14 regular- 
season games the past two sea- 
sons because of injuries. Free 
safety Chris Harris proved to be a 
sixth-round steal as a rookie, but 
there isn't any reliable depth. It 
wouldn't hurt the club to take 
another flier on a late-round 
pick. 


OUTLOOK 


Coming off a division crown, the Bears 
don't have any drastic needs but they 


Subscribe to Sporting News magazine: register.sportingnews.com/subscriptions 


recent drafts to build the 


RE Alex Brown (fourth, 02) is coming off his best year. Those hits help 
take some of the sting away from the abysmal '01 draft. 


want to find players who can contribute 
right away. G.M. Jerry Angelo has shown 
in the past he will draft multiple players 
at the same position, so don't be 
surprised if he takes two secondary play- 
ers on Day 1, or three in the whole draft. 
The club needs to find a cornerback who 
can step in as a rookie. There also will be 
an emphasis on finding young offensive 


linemen to groom. The Bears are less like- 


ly than in past years to trade down to 
accumulate picks because they're more 
concerned with drafting quality players 
than with improving depth. Don't be 
stunned if they use a pick on a pass-rush 
specialist because Angelo and Smith 
love to collect them. Finding a 
return specialist also will be 
important, so drafting a 
corner with return skills 


—Brad Biggs, Chicago 
Sun-Times 


The Bears have used 


NFL's toughest TOTALPICKS 6 9 12 8 
defense. STARTERS O08 2 3 2 
DT Tommie Harris BACKUPS 026 4 
(first, 04) and OTHERTEAMS 3 2 0 1 
OUT OF NFL s 8 8:4 


OLB Lance Briggs 
(third, 03) are 


key factors in one of the NFt’s top run defenses. Nathan 


may be a good solution. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


'01 '02 '03 '04'05 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B @ Rex Grossman 
@ Kyle Orton 
FB @ Bryan Johnson 
Q Jason McKie 
RB m@ Thomas Jones 
@ Cedric Benson 
WR @ Mark Bradley 
@ Bernard Berrian 
WR @ Muhsin Muhammad 
Q JustinGage 
TE @ Desmond Clark 
Q John Gilmore 
LT @ John Tait 
Q John St. Clair 
(G6 @ Ruben Brown 
O Steve Edwards 
CA Olin Kreutz 
@ Roberto Garza 
RG @ Roberto Garza 
© Steve Edwards 
RT @ Fred Miller 
OG John St. Clair 
DEFENSE 
LE A Adewale Oqunleye 
G Israel Idonije 
LT @ lan Scott 
@ Alfonso Boone 
RT A Tommie Harris 
@ Tank Johnson 
RE i Alex Brown 
O Israel Idonije 
SLB @ Hunter Hillenmeyer 
GileonJoe 
MLB A Brian Urlacher 
@ Hunter Hillenmeyer 
WIB A Lance Briggs 
OG Leon Joe = 
LCB @ Charles Tillman 
© Chris Thompson 
SS m@ Mike Brown 
@ Todd Johnson 
FS @ Chris Harris 
@ Mike Green 
RCB A Nathan Vasher 
O Daven Holly 
SPECIALISTS 
K_ @ Robbie Gould 
PM Brad Maynard 
KR © Rashied Davis 
PR @ Bernard Berrian 
LS A Patrick Mannelly_ 
Aflite @ Adequate 
BSolid Fringe 


Vasher (fourth, '04) has become a shutdown cornerback, and 
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TEAM REPORTS () 


Cincinnati 


First-round pick: 24th 


NEEDS 


1, Defensive tackle. The 
Bengals need a big, strong run 
stuffer who can anchor at the 
point of attack, take on dou- 
ble-teams, contain his gap, 
penetrate and keep blockers 
off the linebackers. This is 
critical in the run-oriented 
AFC North. Michigan's Gabe 
Watson, Florida State's 
Brodrick Bunkley, LSU's Claude 
Wroten, Texas’ Rodrique 
Wright and Oklahoma's Dusty 
Dvoracek are among the space 
eaters who would push the 


pile and give the run defense a 

more stability. * 

2. Strong safety. FS 7 
Madieu Williams needs 2005 DRAFT 

a complement and Games player , 


lfeanyi Ohalete, who 
was inconsistent in his 
J2 starts last season, 
isn't the answer. The 
team desperately 
needs a run-stopping 
enforcer and sure tack- 
ler with the speed and 
range to cover. 
Georgia's Greg Blue, 
Syracuse's Anthony 
Smith, Florida State's 
Pat Watkins and 
Alabama's Roman 
Harper are among the 
players on the radar. 
3. Tight end. Veterans 
Reggie Kelly, Matt 
Schobel and Tony 
Stewart could be 
blended into one solid 
player, which doesn't prove helpful. The 
club needs a reliable, every-down block- 
er/receiver to give the offense a lift. This 
year's draft class, loaded with depth and 
talent, should yield a future starter. 
UCLA Marcedes Lewis, Colorado's Joe 
Klopfenstein, USC's Dominique Byrd, 
Georgia's Leonard Pope and Maryland's 
Vernon Davis are possibilities. 

4. Cornerback, It’s time to find a replace- 
ment for Tory James, who turns 33 in May 
and whose production tapered at season's 
end. Nickel back Keiwan Ratliff and 
Patrick Body are strong candidates, but 
competition must be generated through 
the draft. Georgia's DeMario Minter is the 
kind of fast, physical corner the team 


future. C 
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1. David Pollack, OLB (14/5) 
Blossomed as a pass rusher late, a 
sign of good things to come. C+ 

2. Odell Thurman, MLB (16/15) Made 
an immediate impact with his 
aggressive, downhill playing style. A- 
3. Chris Henry, WR (14/5) Two arrests 
spoiled his season and cloud his 


4. Eric Ghiaciuc, C (5/1) Filled in 
nicely in crucial situations. C+ | second round. 
5. Adam Kieft, OT (0/0) Was on I.R. 
with knee injury; shows promise. INC 
6. Tab Perry, WR (16/0) Excelled on 
special teams; great kick returner. B+ 
7. Jonathan Fanene, DE (3/1) 
Capitalized on playing time, which he 
should see more of. C 


could use, but he 
likely won't last 
beyond the 


5, Defensive end. 
The team has 
lacked a double- 
digit sack artist 
since 1992, when 
Alfred Williams 
had 10. Justin 
= Smith is solid but 
he'll be a free agent 
after the 2006 season, so it's important 
to groom another end to give the pass 
rush more punch. 
6. Offensive tackle. The team needs 
depth because it likely can't afford both 
Levi Jones and Pro Bowl tackle Willie 
Anderson, whose contracts are up after 
next season. Backups Stacy Andrews 
and Adam Kieft are waiting, but 
neither is ready for prime time. 
7. Quarterback. The Bengals are 


until Carson Palmer is ready to 

play (his return date from a serious 

knee injury is uncertain). They signed vet- 
eran Doug Johnson to join the mix with 
Craig Krenzel, and they also would like to 


DE Justin Smith (first) 
= 


looking for a stopgap quarterback A 


re-sign free agent Jon 
Kitna. Grabbing a late- 
round draft pick to 
heighten the competition 
wouldn't hurt. 

8. Outside linebacker. 
David Pollack and Brian 
Simmons anchor the 
starting positions, and 
Landon Johnson and 
Caleb Miller are the top 
subs. There's solid talent 
here, but depth is a 
problem. The club needs 
an influx of youth to 
energize the coverage on 
special teams. 


OUTLOOK 


With the quarterback 
position uncertain, the 
team will rely more on the 
defense, which must be 
better at containing the 
run, creating third-and- 
long situations and 
pressuring the quarter- 
back. With that in mind, a 
tackle and strong safety 
are the top priorities, but 
end, cornerback and out- 
side linebacker won't be ignored. The club 
covets a massive run stuffer to push the 
pile and keep blockers off middle linebacker 
Odell Thurman, A strong safety with the 
range to cover and the toughness to tackle 
the division's big backs also is a must. 

The only glaring deficiency on offense 
is at tight end. An effective blocker who 
can release downfield will force defenses 
to close down the middle, which will 
allow the wide receivers to get more 
single coverage on the outside. This draft 
is rich in tight ends; if the position isn't 
addressed on Day 1, it'll be an upset. 

—Chick Ludwig, Dayton Daily News 
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The 2001 draft was solid. 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B A Carson Palmer 
___ @ Craig Krenzel 
FB im Jeremi Johnson 
@ Nick Luchey 
RB A Rudi Johnson 
___@ Chris Perry 
WR A Chad Johnson 
@ Kelley Washington 
WR @ TJ. Houshmandzadeh 
@ Kevin Walter 
TE @ Reggie Kelly 
___@ Darnell Sanders 
UT @ Levi Jones 
__G Stacy Andrews 
1G @ Eric Steinbach 
___ @ Scott Kooistra 
C  @ Rich Braham 
@ Eric Ghiaciuc 
RG @ Bobbie Williams 
O Ben Wilkerson 
RT A Willie Anderson 
O Adam Kieft 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Justin Smith 
___ @ Duane Clemons 
OT @ Bryan Robinson 
___ Shaun Smith 
DT @ John Thornton 
O Matthias Askew 
RE @ Robert Geathers 
__ @ Jonathan Fanene_ 
SLB m@ David Pollack 
@ Landon Johnson 
MLB @ Odell Thurman 
@ Caleb Miller 
WLB & Brian Simmons 
@ Caleb Miller 
LB A Deltha O'Neal 
___ @ Keiwan Ratliff 
$$ O Kim Herring 
© Kevin Kaesviharn 
FS @ Madieu Williams 
_@ Kevin Kaesviharn 
RCB m@ Tory James 
O Patrick Body 
SPECIALISTS 
KA Shayne Graham __ 
P__ @ Kyle Larson 
KR Mi Tab Perry 
PR @ Keiwan Ratliff 
LSM Brad St. Louis 
Aflite @ Adequate 
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went way too early, TOTAL = 7 ‘ : * ? 
but WR Chad STARTER: 
Johnson (sec- BACKUPS o12 8 
ond), RB Rudi OTHERTEAMS 0 2 1 O 
cme OUTOFNFL 3 2 3 2 


and WRT.J. 


Houshmandzadeh (seventh) have become top playmakers. 
The team’s top picks in ’03, QB Carson Palmer (first) and LG Eric 


Steinbach (second), were gems. The '05 class yielded two starters in 


OLB David Pollack and MLB Odell Thurman, plus No. 3 WR Chris Henry. 


Cleveland 


First-round pick: 12th 


NEEDS 


1. Nose tackle. The Romeo Crennel 
regime gets a pass because it couldnt 
retool into a 3-4 scheme in one year, but 
now there's a will and a way to acquire a 
desperately needed nose man. If Oregon's 
Haloti Ngata lasts until the 12th pick, he 
will be a perfect fit. He has unusual ath- 
leticism and ideal size (6-4, 335) for the 
job. But he might need grooming. 

2. Inside linebacker. If the team doesn't 
sign a free agent, lowa’s Abdul Hodge is a 
well-rounded player who has first-round 
talent but lacks size. 

3. Outside linebacker. The team could 
use a potential impact player such as 
Ohio State's Bobby Carpenter. Early pro- 
jections have him slotted between the 
Browns’ first- and second-round selec- 
tions, but he would be a popular pick. 
Plus, he's tough against the run and has 
upside as a pass rusher, a needed skill. 
4. Left tackle. Cleveland never has been 
more than OK here, and a blue-chipper 
could provide a big boost. Forget about 
Virginia's 
D'Brickashaw 
Ferguson, who 
likely will be 
long gone by 
the time the 
Browns make 
their first pick. 
If California's 
massive Ryan 
O'Callaghan is 
available in 
Round 2, the 
Browns might 


5. Defensive 

end. If Orpheus 
Roye doesn't re- 
sign, an end 
could be picked 
on the first day. 
N.C. State's 

Mario Williams 
would be a nice 
pick, but he 

likely will be gone 
before Cleveland's first-round selection. 
Purdue's Ray Edwards is on the radar for 
later on the first day. 

6, Guard. With prospects for upgrading at 
left tackle limited, adding juice at guard 
might be the way to go. Round 2 might 
be the smartest place to look, especially 
if massive Max Jean-Gilles of Georgia or 


2005 DRAFT 


Games played/started 


1. Braylon Edwards, WR (10/7) Looked 
like an acrobat but had too many 
drops before blowing out a knee. C+ 
2. Brodney Pool, S (13/0) G.M. Phil 
Savage had said Pool might not be 
| ready until 2006. He was right. C 
3. Charlie Frye, QB (7/5) Had mixed 
results (four TDs, six interceptions). C+ 
bite. 4. Antonio Perkins, CB (1/0) Needs a 
big offseason to be the No. 4 corner. D 
5. David McMillan, OLB (4/0) Looks 
good in drills but iffy running plays. D 
6a. Nick Speegle, OLB (14/0) Has tal- 
ent to grow into the rotation. B+ 
6b. Andrew Hoffman, DE (0/0) Might 
become a backup. C 
7, Jon Dunn, OT (0/0) Has the size 
(6-7, 328) to become a backup. C 


Charles Spencer of Pitt are available. 
Even if they aren't, Oklahoma standout 
Davin Joseph is a good technician who 
projects as a long-time NFL starter. 
Southern California's’ Taitusi Lutui could 
sneak into the mix with good predraft 
workouts. 


7. Quarterback. It's 
doubtful the Browns 
will spend a first;day 
pick on a quarterback 
if it isn't in the first 
round—and even then 
it's unlikely. However, 
they at least need to 
do a thorough analy- 
sis of Vanderbilt's Jay 
Cutler, a top 10 
candidate in 
some draft circles. 
8. Wide receiver. If Antonio 
Bryant doesn't re-sign, it’s possi- 
ble a first-day pick could be spent 
here. It likely would be in the third 
round, with Auburn's Devin Aromashodu 
getting a long look based on his 6-2 
frame and reliable hands. Braylon 


TSN's weekly pro football matchups: warroom.sportingnews.com 


Edwards still is being counted on to be 
the No. 1 receiver. 


OUTLOOK 


G.M. Phil Savage knows it's imperative 
to find a nose tackle to fit Crennel’s 
scheme. Trading up to get Ngata isn't a 
good option because the 
Browns can't afford to 
give away picks, and 
they don't have much to 
offer. Help for the run 
defense or another 
need—a pass rusher— 
could come from what 
Savage regards as a fair- 
ly deep pool of lineback- 
ers. lowa's Chad 
Greenway would be a 
solid No. 12 pick. That's 
assuming Ohio State's 
A.J. Hawk—Cleveland's 
dream pick—will be long 
gone. Savage wants to 
upgrade the offensive 
line, but that probably 
won't happen until 
Round 2 at the earliest. 
A few quality guards 
should be available. 
There's also a chance 
Auburn tackle Marcus 
McNeill could be avail- 
able. The Browns will 
shop for linebackers and 
defensive linemen 
throughout the draft. 
Northwestern defensive 
lineman Barry Cofield, a 
Day 2 possibility, has the 
bulk required of a 3-4 
end. Savage likely won't divert from his 
method of picking players with upside, 
even if they can't help right away. Figure 
on the Browns stockpiling players for the 
defensive front seven on Day 2. 

—Steve Doerschuk, Canton Repository 
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RB William Green (first, 


'02) has allowed off-field 


issues to damage his 


career. Injuries have 
<pr \ been a problem for 
Fy C Jeff Faine (first, 


'03), who has yet 
to play a full sea- 


(J TEAM REPORTS 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
QB @ Charlie Frye 
@ Trent Dilfer 
FB @ Terrelle Smith 
@ Corey Mcintyre — 
RB @ Reuben Droughns 
B Lee Suggs 
WR @ Braylon Edwards 
@ Dennis Northcutt 
WR @ Antonio Bryant 
 Frisman Jackson 
TE @ Kellen Winslow 
__@ Steve Heiden _ 
Uf @ LJ. Shelton 
@ Nat Dorsey 
16 @ Joe Andruzzi 
© Dave Yovanovits 
C @ Jeff Faine 
@ Mike Pucillo 
RG @ Cosey Coleman 
RT @ Ryan Tucker 
@ Kirk Chambers 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Orpheus Roye 
@ Simon Fraser 
NT @ Jason Fisk 
___U Ethan Kelley 
RE @ Alvin McKinley 
@ Nick Eason 
OLB @ Chaun Thompson 
@ Nick Speegle 
ILB. @ Andra Davis 
_ @ Orlando Huff 
ILB. @ Ben Taylor 
O Mason Unck 
OLB @ Matt Stewart 
_0 David McMillen 
LCB a Daylon McCutcheon 
@ MikeLehan 
SS m@ Brodney Pool 
@ Chris Crocker 
FS @ Brian Russell 
@ Sean Jones 
RCB @ Leigh Bodden 
@ Ray Mickens 
SPECIALISTS 
K__ @ Phil Dawson 
P__ @ Kyle Richardson 
KR. @ Josh Cribbs 
PR_@ Dennis Northcutt 
1S_@ Ryan Pontbriand 
Aflite @ Adequate 
WSolid Fringe 


101 '02 '03 '04 '05 


son, and TE Kellen Winslow (first, 04), who has played in two 
games in two seasons. WR Braylon Edwards (first, ‘05) has the 


talent to become great, but a knee injury shortened his rookie season. 


Charlie Frye (third, ’05) may be Cleveland's QB of the future. 
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TEAM REPORTS [) 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B wm Drew Bledsoe 
@ Tony Romo 
RB mi Julius Jones 


First-round pick: 18th him in the second round. If it trades down, intelligent player and does a good job Marion Barber 
Carpenter would be a stronger possibility. getting the defense lined up properly, but WR @ Keyshawn Johnson 
NEEDS 3. Wide receiver. Dallas needs to add he can get too excited and lose focus. ___ @ Terrance Copper 
1, Right tackle. This isn't a great class for speed because Terry Glenn is the only tar- Dallas needs a prototype free safety who's HR wi Terry Glenn 
tackles after Virginia's D’Brickashaw get foes fear. The team lacks a young a ballhawk to complement Roy Williams’ i Patrick Crayton 


receiver with the potential to be groomed 
as a No. 1 option. Patrick Crayton is a 
good player and probably has the best 
hands on the team, but his lack of speed 
makes him a better fit as a No. 2 or No. 3 


run-stuffing skills, which outshine his FB @ Lousaka Polite 
ability to cover. 

6. Quarterback. Drew Bledsoe probably is 
going to start for another two seasons, tI 
then the position will be up for grabs. 


Ferguson, who's expected to be picked 
early, The Cowboys need a physical 
blocker at the point of attack who can 
make a difference in the running game 
and be a solid pass protector. USC's 


TE A Jason Witten 
i Dan Campbell 
@ Flozell Adams 
J Torrin Tucker 


receiver. Dallas is high on backup Tony Romo, but LG @ Larry Allen 

. RES a . ae 4. Guard. Larry Allen he never has taken a snap. Drew Henson Stephen Peterman 
z a | and Marco Rivera remains an unknown commodity. The € @ Al Johnson 
. she Cowboys need to add a © Andre Gurode 


quarterback, if for no other reason RG Marco Rivera 
O Stephen Peterman 
RT © Rob Petitti 
O Cory Procter 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Marcus Spears 


2005 DRAFT than to compete with Henson. 
; elo OUTLOOK 


Ta. DeMarcus Ware, DE (15/16) A With myriad holes to fill, the 
future Pro Bowl player, he tied for the Cowboys can focus on the tired 


ith oj Q Kenyon Coleman 
team lead with eight sacks. A- and true axiom of taking “the a Pie eee 
Tb. Marcus Spears, DE (13/10) best player available.” The first Jason Ferguson 


Started to become a difference-maker 
late in the season. B 

2. Kevin Burnett, OLB (9/0) Came on 
late, but the Cowboys expected more. D 
4a. Marion Barber, RB (12/2) Is an 
excellent blocker and a better runner 
than expected. A 

4b. Chris Canty, DE (15/2) Is another 
player with star potential who played 
well in the second half of season, B+ 


three picks should contribute. But RE wm Chris Canty 
given the history of Parcells and ___B Greg Ellis 
owner Jerry Jones, don't be OLB m@ DeMarcus Ware 
shocked if the Cowboys trade ® Kevin Burnett 
down because they won't expect IB r hae hey 
2 get an impact player with the ilb @ Kevin Burnett 

th overall selection. 

As usual, the team will look to © Ryan Fowler 

é CD shee P OLB m@ Scott Fujita 
add ape are ri the middle © Al Singleton 
r where it found runnin 

6a. Justin Beriault, S (0/0) A degen- oe aie Nace weed difersive ee 
erative knee condition landed him on 


___@ Aaron Glenn 
. 2 : end Chris Canty last season. SS A Roy Williams 
|.R. prior to the season. INC Additional picks would allow the 


C1 Lynn Scott 
6b. Rob Petitti, OT (16/16) Coaches Cowboys to spend a second-day 


FS Keith Davis 
love his grit and toughness, but he gave choice on an offensive lineman U Willie Pile 
up 12'/2 sacks—most in the NFL. D 


: who might be more capable of con- ACB Anthony Henry 
7. Jay Ratliff, DE (3/1) High-energy 


RE aR @ Jacques Reeves 
tributing significantly a year or two prs 
player performed well in limited role.B- |} from pie . ver SPECIALISTS 


K_ 3 Shaun Suisham 
Dallas has nine starters and five > # aa mae 


Winston Justice or Auburn's Marcus 
McNeill may be the choice with the 18th 
pick in the first round, although coach 
Bill Parcells prefers to use second-day 
picks on linemen and develop them. 

2. Outside linebacker. Dallas needs 


another blitzer to go with DeMarcus Ware. 


Starter Scott Fujita is a free agent whom 
the team would like to re-sign, but he 
doesn't dominate. Kevin Burnett has 
potential but hurt his knee last season. 
Ohio State's Bobby Carpenter would be a 
good fit, especially if the team could grab 
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= are among the high- 
>= est-paid players on 

FA the team, but each 
N= struggled at various 

& times last season. 

= And as they get 
older, the more likely Allen and Rivera are 
to get hurt. Plus, Andre Gurode figures to 
leave as a free agent. Dallas must admit 
that 2004 third-rounder Stephen 


Peterman is a bust and draft a opr 
player such as USC's Taitusi a 
Lutui, Georgia's Max Jean-Gilles (9 


or Pitt's Charles Spencer to forti- 

fy the interior. 

5. Free safety. Keith Davis is a spe- 

cial teams star, but Parcells hasn't figured 
out whether Davis is the team’s best 
option to start at free safety. Davis is an 


top contributors from the past three 
drafts. With a similar effort this year, the 
team could be in position to go deep into 
the playoffs. 
—Jean-Jacques Taylor, Dallas Morning News 


KR_ @ Tyson Thompson 

PR @ Patrick Crayton _ 

1S @ L.P. Ladouceur 
Aflite @ Adequate 
BSolid Fringe 


8 
3 
5 
) 
0 
- 


‘a steal, But the 2001 class was ist anc 
Ss was a bright spot in an otherwise weak 2002 class. 


First-round 
picks: 22nd, 
29th 


B — 
NEEDS 
1. Defensive end. 
The Broncos were 
limited to 28 
sacks last season. 
Part of the reason 
was the scheme. 
The front four 
rarely was allowed 
to just chase the 
quarterback; 
instead, the line- 
men often were 
asked to occupy 
blockers while 
blitzers were set 
free. But Denver 
also lacked a pure 
edge rusher when 
it used just a four- 
man rush, 
Ebenezer Ekuban 
was the best at 
getting to the cor- 
ner and Courtney 
Brown is a pure 
bull-rush type. 
Among the play- 
ers Denver could 
consider with one 
of their two (22nd and 29th) first-round 
picks are Penn State's Tamba Halli, 
Virginia Tech's Darryl Tapp or Grambling 
State’s Moe Thompson. 

2. Wide receiver. Rod Smith was his usual 
consistent self, but he'll be 36 at the start 
of next season. Ashley Lelie continues to 
make plays on deep balls and has 
improved as a blocker, but it’s doubtful 
whether he's physically suited to run the 
inside routes consistently. The team must 
build depth, but the fastest receivers like- 
ly will be drafted earlier than usual. The 
team might settle for mid-to-lower round 
picks, such as Colorado State's David 
Anderson, Wyoming's Jovon Bouknight or 
Wisconsin's Jonathan Orr. 

3. Safety. Nick Ferguson made some 
plays and had five interceptions, and 
John Lynch still can smack people in run 
support. But Denver needs a versatile 
ballhawk who can cover a tight end or 
receiver but still deliver a blow over the 
middle, Syracuse's Anthony Smith, 
Alabama's Roman Harper and N.C. State's 
Marcus Hudson could be late Day 1 picks. 
4. Defensive tackle. The free-agent sta- 


waiting for someone. 

7, Linebacker. The Broncos 
are set with Al Wilson inside 
and D.J. Williams and lan 
Gold outside. But there's con- 
cern beyond them. Denver 
would like to draft someone 
who will excel early on special 
teams and then develop into 
a solid backup. 

8. Quarterback. The team has 
some confidence in Bradlee 
Van Pelt, but he's the only 
depth behind Jake Plummer. 
It needs a better backup plan. 


The Broncos have an extra 
first-round pick, courtesy of 
last April's trade with the 

> Redskins, plus an extra 

é eee . an fourth-rounder. Coach 
2005 DRAFT Mike Shanahan and 

G.M. Ted Sundquist 
Games played/started 
2. Darrent Williams, CB (12/9) Will be 
a fixture because of his aggressive 
style and return skills, A 
3a. Karl Paymah, CB (13/0) Has 
upside but was overshadowed by the 
other two rookie corners. C 
3b. Domonique Foxworth, CB (16/7) 
Showed smarts and skills during a 
successful rookie year, A 
3c. Maurice Clarett, RB (0/0) Never 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


will look to infuse the 
roster with youth in 
what's considered a 
deep draft. 

The team has no 
glaring hole that has 
to be filled immediate- 
ly with a rookie but 
will attempt to rebuild 
its two lines and get 
some more playmakers 


tus of Gerard 


Warren could ele- 


vate the despera- 
tion level at this 


even played a preseason down. F 
6. Chris Myers, G (9/0) It’s early, but 
he seems to fit the mold. C+ 


on offense. But a pass- 
rushing defensive end 
is the top priority, and 


position. But the 
Broncos always 
are looking for 
interior line help 
and are already 
thin there. Free agents always have been 
a short-term fix. 

5. Offensive tackle. Even if free agent 
Matt Lepsis stays, Denver has veteran 
Cornell Green backing both spots and 
would like to develop someone. Because 
the Broncos normally go for small, quick 
types, they're usually able to find some- 
one who's considered a ‘tweener in 
the middle rounds. 

6. Running back. The Broncos 
always seem to pluck a runner 

out of the lower rounds to stick 

into their run-friendly offense 

(they tried Maurice Clarett in Round 
3 last year). Mike Anderson is going to be 
33 in September and Ron Dayne is 
unsigned, so there's a developmental spot 


the team could take 
more than one. It 
threw numbers at the 
cornerback problem it 
had in 2004 and struck 
it rich in last year's draft. 
—Lee Rasizer, Rocky Mountain News 


7. Paul Ernster, P (1/0) Showed a big leg 
in camp but was inconsistent after earn- 
ing a job as a kickoff specialist. C- 


TSN's year-round draft analysis: warroom.sportingnews.com 


(J TEAM REPORTS 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B m@ Jake Plummer 
___U Bradlee Van Pelt_ 
FB @ Kyle Johnson 
__O Cecil Sapp 
RB om Mike Anderson 
@ Tatum Bell 
WR A Rod Smith 
@ David Terrell 
WR @ Ashley Lelie 
___@ Charlie Adams __ 
TE w Stephen Alexander 
__B Jeb Putzier 
Tm Matt Lepsis 
__@ Cornell Green 
{6 @ Ben Hamilton 
__ @ Chris Myers 
Cm Tom Nalen 
@ Ben Hamilton 
RG @ Cooper Carlisle 
__U PJ. Alexander 
RT @ George Foster 
@ Cornell Green 
DEFENSE 
LE m Courtney Brown 
@ Ebenezer Ekuban 
DT m@ Michael Myers 
__U Monsanto Pope _ 
DT wm Gerard Warren 
___ @ Demetrin Veal 
RE @ Trevor Pryce 
—_ @ John Engelberger 
SLB m D.J. Williams 
O) Patrick Chukwurah 
HIB & Al Wilson 
— @ keith Burns 
WLB m@ fan Gold 
___O Louis Green 
LCB A Champ Bailey 
___ @ Karl Paymah 
SS. @ Nick Ferguson 
_@ Sam Brandon 
FS A John Lynch 
_ @ Curome Cox 
RCB m@ Darrent Williams 
1 Domonique Foxworth 
SPECIALISTS 
K_ @ Jason Elam 
Pi Todd Sauerbrun_ 
AR. @ Darrent Williams 
PR_ @ Darrent Williams 
IS m MikeLeach 
A Elite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 
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TEAM REPORTS [J 


First-round pick: 9th 


NEEDS 


1. Cornerback. Dre’ Bly has one side 
nailed down, but Fernando Bryant 
has fizzled after being signed as a 
free agent in 2004, and none of the 
young guys is ready to step up. 
Texas’ Michael Huff has played cor- 
nerback and is a possibility in the 
first round, and Detroit will consider 
Penn State's Alan Zemaitis or Ohio 
State's Ashton Youboty in the sec- 
ond round. Even if the club doesn't 
make a splash at corner early, it 
still must build depth with speedy 
players. 

2. Offensive tackle/guard. If Jeff 
Backus leaves as a free agent, tackle 
becomes the 
No. 1 need. 
Either way, the 
team lacks 
depth and could 
take a tackle in 
the early rounds 
and put him at 
guard for now to 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Games played/started 


1. Mike Williams, WR (14/4) Has a lot 
of potential but is immature about 
what it takes to be a professional. D 
2, Shaun Cody, DE (16/2) Has excel- 


blocker who can clear out 
a gap with efficiency. 


OUTLOOK 


After spending the past 
couple of years acquiring 
talent at skill positions, 
the Lions desperately need 
to upgrade their playmak- 
ers on defense and to for- 
tify the trenches. The 
team doesn't have a huge 
void at linebacker but defi- 
nitely has to upgrade at 
least one position. The 
offensive line could use an 
influx of size, and the 
defensive line needs 
speed. 

New coach Rod 
Marinelli is trying to 
establish a new 
attitude, transforming the 
Lions from a finesse club 
to a physical team with a 
relentless attitude. His 
draft choices need to 
reflect that change. 


replace Kyle 
Kosier, whom 
the team would 


lent hands but needs to develop more 
countermoves as a pass rusher. B- 
3. Stanley Wilson, CB (9/0) Didn't get 


The team is expected to 
take care of some 
positions—most notably, 


rather use as a 
backup. If the 
draft pick devel- 
ops, he 
eventually could 
move to tackle. 
Boston College's 


and a strong arm. C 


at end. C 


Jeremy 

Trueblood is a 6b. Jonathan Goddard, OLB (0/0) 
possibility in Undersized pass-rushing specialist 
the third round. was released before the season. F 
3. Outside line- 


backer. Boss 

Bailey and his history of knee problems 
are becoming an issue, and the Lions can 
use an upgrade on the weak side. There 
are some promising players available in 
the first round, including Ohio State's 

A.J. Hawk and Alabama's DeMeco Ryans. 
4. Free safety. Terrence Holt showed 
playmaking ability early in the season, but 
he leveled off and ended the season on |.R. 
Holt is good enough to start, but the club 
needs more playmakers on defense. If the 
team gets the right player, it could use him 
in many different ways. 

5, Middle linebacker. In the middle 
rounds, the club should look for a run- 
stuffer with some size and the speed to get 
to the edge. They can afford a player who 
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a lot of playing time and didn't do 
enough to stand out when he did. D 
5. Dan Orlovsky, QB (2/0) Played only 
in a mop-up role but has confidence 


6a. Bill Swancutt, DE (8/1) Showed 
flashes but got lost in Detroit's depth 


may not be adept in 
coverage because they've 
got enough nickel 
‘backers. 
6. Defensive end. 
James Hall and Cory 
Redding are dependable 
run-stoppers but don't 
provide a consistent 
speed rush. The Lions 
are hoping a natural 
pass rusher, such as 
Penn State's Tamba Hali, 
slips into the second round, where they 
could nab him. 
7. Tight end. Marcus Pollard will remain 
the starter, but Detroit must find a young- 
ster who has potential as a blocker and 
receiver and begin developing him. If they 
have to make a choice, the Lions would be 
best served to find a blocker and try 
to turn him into a receiver because 
there are too many failed experi- 
ments the other way around. 
8, Fullback. If the Lions are 
going to muscle the ball on the 
ground, they have to find a replace- 
ment for the aging Cory Schlesinger. 
Theyd be thrilled with a younger version 
of the “Sledge"—a durable and punishing 


quarterback—with free agents, so it 
should have some targets going into the 
draft. Though it's good to take the best 
athlete available, the club has to start 
finding role players at certain positions, 
even if it's forced to reach a little. 

Team president Matt Millen has shown 
the willingness to trade picks, and his 
draft performance has been better when 
he has moved around the board. With the 
ninth pick, Millen isn't likely to receive a 
lot of offers, but don't be surprised if he 
packages later picks to acquire another 
second- or third-rounder to fill needs. 

—Tom Kowalski, Booth Newspapers 


In recent years, the Lions 
have concentrated on the 
offensive skill posi- 


‘ STARTERS 3°92 4 
tions—and have 
been disappoint- BACKUPS 024 
ed with the OTHERTEAMS 2 2 1 
results. WR Roy OUTOFNFL 1 3 2 


Williams (first, 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B @ Joey Harrington 
G Dan Orlovsky 
FB @ Cory Schlesinger 
J Will Matthews 
RB. @ Kevin Jones 
@ Artose Pinner 
WR S Mike Williams 
O Charles Rogers 
WR A Roy Williams 
@ Kevin Johnson 
TE @ Marcus Pollard 
O Casey FitzSimmons 
UB Jeff Backus 
@ Kyle Kosier 
1G @ Kyle Kosier 
__O Rick DeMulling 
C @ Dominic Raiola 
___O Brock Gutierrez 
RG @ Damien Woody 
4) Tyrone Hopson 
RI @ Kelly Butler 
@ Kyle Kosier 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Cory Redding 
@ Jared DeVries 
DT @ Dan Wilkinson 
@ Shaun Cody 
DT A Shaun Rogers 
___ @ Marcus Bell 
RE @ James Hall 
4 Bill Swancutt 
SLB @ Boss Bailey 
J Wali Rainer 
MIB @ Teddy Lehman 
Donte’ Curry 
WLB @ James Davis 
oi Alex Lewis 
{CB @ Fernando Bryant 
__@ RW. McQuarters 
SS_ @ Kenoy Kennedy 
@ Bracy Walker 
FS @ Terrence Holt 
O Jon McGraw 
RCB A Dre’ Bly 
@ Andre’ Goodman 
SPECIALISTS 
K_@ Jason Hanson 
PA Nick Harris 
KR @ Eddie Drummond 
PR_@ Eddie Drummond 
LS @ Don Muhlbach 


Aflite @ Adequate 
BSolid Fringe 


101 '02 '03 '04 '05 
TOTALPICKS 6 9 11 


'04) is a rising star, but QB Joey Harrington (first, '02) has 

been a bust. WR Charles Rogers (first, '03) has appeared in 15 

games in three years. RB Kevin Jones (first, '04) needs to regain his 
rookie form. DT Shaun Rogers (second, ‘01) is among the best. 


\ 


ACKERS 


First-round pick: 5th 


1, Defensive line. The club needs an 
impact lineman. The pass rush was aver- 
age last season, and the defense again 
will rely on the front four to get to the 
quarterback. If end Aaron Kampman and 
tackle Grady Jackson leave as free agents, 
the team might use multiple picks to fill 
their voids. The chance to use the No. 5 
pick to grab N.C. State end Mario 
Williams, a Julius Peppers-type athlete, 
may be too much to pass up. At tackle, a 
big run stuffer who could replace Jackson 
would be ideal. 

2. Cornerback. Aside from veteran Al 
Harris, the Packers have next to nothing 
at the position. Anmad Carroll has been 
inconsistent, Mike Hawkins needs lots of 
seasoning and backup Jason Horton is a 
nickel corner at best. The club needs to 
add at least two solid prospects, and it's 
imperative to find a big corner with 
bump-coverage skills. The team 

might use its first pick on 
Virginia Tech’s Jimmy 
Williams, who could con- 
tribute right away. Texas’ 
Cedric Griffin would be a 
great pickup later. 

3. Linebacker. The only sure 
thing next season is Nick 
Barnett, who could 
play in the mid- 


2005 DRAFT 


Games played/started 


1. Aaron Rodgers, QB (3/0) Hasn't 

shown much to justify Round 1 pick. D 

2a. Nick Collins, FS (16/16) A 

potential stud with speed, power. A 

2b. Terrence Murphy, WR (3/0) Neck 

injury could end a promising career. B- 

4a. Marviel Underwood, S (16/0) 

Played a lot but showed little. D 

4b. Brady Poppinga, OLB (12/1) Was a 

nice surprise before getting injured. B 

5a. Junius Coston, G/C (1/0) 

Flashed talent but wasn't assign- 

ment-sure. C- 

5b. Mike Hawkins, CB (11/1) Flier pick 

needs a couple years to pan out. D 

6a. Mike Montgomery, DE (12/0) 

Started to emerge at end of season. C 

6b. Craig Bragg, WR (0/0) Cut; now 

on Bears’ practice squad, F 

Ta. Kurt Campbell, S/OLB (0/0) Was 

impressive before tearing his ACL. C 

Tb, Will Whitticker, G (15/14) 

= Was a starter but had a horri- 
ble season. D+ 


New defensive coordi- 
nator Bob Sanders 
wants fast line- 
backers who can 
chase the ball and 
f would like an 
undersized speed 
demon who's com- 
fortable rushing the 
passer and drop- 
ping in coverage. 
Ohio State's A.J. 
Hawk might be a per- 
fect fit. Auburn's Travis 
~ Williams excels in cov- 
erage and would be 
P= intriguing later in the 
day. 
4. Running back. Ideally, the 
club would seek a free agent to 
complement Samkon Gado, 
then use a later pick to 
acquire additional help. 

If that doesn't happen, 
running back will 
become a greater 

draft priority 
because the team 
can't put all its chips on 

the inexperienced 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Gado. Ahman Green may be re-signed if 
he recovers fully from a season-ending 
injury. The team needs a patient back 
who explodes through holes when they 
open. That means a smaller back is a pos- 
sibility. 

5. Guard. This position has to be built 
back up. Under the Packers’ new zone sys- 
tem, they need guards who can move and 
block at the next level; speed and agility 
will be important traits. Oklahoma's 
Davin Joseph has athleticism but would 
have to be taken in Round 2. Pitt's 
Charles Spencer is raw but has great 
physical skills; he could be a good pick if 
he's around early on Day 2. 

6. Offensive tackle. If G.M. Ted 
Thompson can't find a guard, he'll consid- 
er drafting a tackle and moving right 
tackle Mark Tauscher inside. Regardless, 
the team is thin at tackle and needs to 
draft a backup to provide insurance. 
Finding a tackle who's outstanding in 
pass protection is important. The club 
would consider Virginia's D'Brickashaw 
Ferguson if he's available, but it then 
would have to figure out what to do with 
current left tackle Chad Clifton. 


OUTLOOK 


Thompson believes good teams are 
built through the draft and, as always, 
he'll try to accumulate picks. Greater ros- 
ter depth on offense may lead the team 
to draft more defensive players. The 
defensive line needs players to make its 
current starters look better. The pass 
defense depends on the corners’ ability to 
hold up receivers at the line, and neither 
Carroll nor Hawkins was effective doing 
that. Thompson waited too long last year 
to take an offensive lineman; he can't 
afford to do the same this year. Special 
teams must be addressed, especially the 
return game. If Ryan Longwell leaves as a 
free agent, kicker could become a priority. 
—Tom Silverstein, Milwaukee Journal 


DE Jamal Reynolds ('01) 


©) TEAM REPORTS 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B m Brett Favre 
___U Aaron Rodgers 
FB. gt William Henderson 
@ Vonta Leach 
RB @ Samkon Gado 
@ Ahman Green 
WR A Javon Walker 
© Rod Gardner 
R @ Donald Driver 
___ @ Terrence Murphy 
TE @ Bubba Franks 
__ @ Donald Lee 
{Tm Chad Clifton 
___ @ Adrian Klemm 
6 & Junius Coston 
@ Scott Wells 
C  @ Mike Flanagan 
___U Chris White 
RG @ Adrian Klemm 
___O Will Whitticker 
RT @ Mark Tauscher 
@ Kevin Barry 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Mike Montgomery 
3 Kenny Peterson 
NT @ Grady Jackson 
__ @ Colin Cole 
DT @ Cullen Jenkins 
_ @ Corey Williams 
RE @ K. Gbaja-Biamila 
@ Mike Montgomery 
SLB @ Brady Poppinga 
@ Paris Lenon 
MLB @ Nick Barnett 
___ @ Paris Lenon 
WLB 3 Roy Manning 
o Kurt Campbell 
LCB 4 Mike Hawkins 
___ @ Ahmad Carroll 
$5 O Marviel Underwood 
G Jason Horton 
FS @ Nick Collins 
O Marviel Underwood 
RCB mi Al Harris 
J Patrick Dendy 
SPECIALISTS 
KX @ Ryan Longwell 
Po OBJ. Sander 
ARS Ahmad Carroll 
PR @ Antonio Chatman 
LSA Rob Davis 
Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 


Packers first-rounders ee - ‘ : : ; 4" 

. _ have fared better. —— 
S \ When healthy, BACKUPS 121 2 8 
x WR Javon Walker OTHERTEAMS 1 1 3 1 1 
C- ('02) is among OUTOFNFL 3 1 4 0 0 
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was a flop, but other recent 


the league's best, 
and MLB Nick Barnett (03) is solid. CB Ahmad Carroll ('04) 
has been inconsistent but has potential. FS Nick Collins (second, 
'05) won the starting job as a rookie, but it's too early to know whether 


QB Aaron Rodgers (first, '05) is fit to succeed Brett Favre. 
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TEAM REPORTS [J 


TEXANS 


First-round pick: 1st 


NEEDS 


1, Defensive end. A pass rusher will be a 
critical need as the Texans switch from a 
3-4 scheme to a 4-3. The club could look 
at Virginia Tech’s Darryl Tapp, who has a 
knack for getting to the quarterback. 
Penn State's Tamba Hali could be a target 
as well, It's possible one or both players 
could fall to the second round. 

2. Tight end. The club used a second- 
round pick on Bennie Joppru in 2003, but 
Joppru has yet to play a game because of 
injuries. Georgia's Leonard Pope, a big 
target with great hands, would be a great 
fit if he fell to the second round. 
Colorado's Joe Klopfenstein could be an 
option in the third round. 
3. Middle linebacker. 
When the regular sea- 
son ended, the team 

had no true 4-3 middle 
linebacker on its ros- 

ter. Kailee Wong has 
played there, but he's 
better suited for the 
outside and is coming 
off a knee injury. 

DaShon Polk also is a 
possibility, but he has 
little experience as a 

4-3 middle ‘backer. 
Morlon Greenwood is 
better on the outside. 
The Texans likely will 
look toward someone 
early in Day 2, such as 
lowa’s Abdul Hodge or 
Virginia’s Kai Parham. 

4. Guard. The team 
expects a new coaching staff and new 
protection schemes will help the line, so 
it might wait until the third round, or 
possibly Day 2, before picking a guard. 
The Texans think it's a deep draft for line- 
men, and the team should get a quality 
contributor even if it waits. Michigan's 
Adam Stenavich doesn't have great size 
but is versatile enough to play guard or 
tackle and should be available early on 
Day 2. 

5. Wide receiver. With Jabar Gaffney and 
Corey Bradford free agents, the club could 
lose its Nos. 2 and 3 receivers. It needs a 
playmaker to take opponents’ attention 
away from Andre Johnson. It might find a 
player it can develop—perhaps New 
Mexico's Hank Baskett, who has great 
leaping ability—on Day 2. 


defense. D 
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Games played/started 


1. Travis Johnson, DE (15/3) Is better 
suited for the 4-3 than the 3-4 and 
should excel next season. B 

3. Vernand Morency, RB (13/1) 
Showed potential in limited carries. C 
4. Jerome Mathis, WR (12/0) One of 
the league's best kickoff returners. A 
5. Drew Hodgdon, C (4/3) Finished 
season on I.R. with a foot injury. Still 
could be the club's future center. C 

6. C.C. Brown, S (16/13) A major con- 
tributor on defense. Bt 

7. Kenneth Pettway, LB (0/0) Drafted 
as a project; is suited for the 3-4 


6, Running back. 

If the club loses 

free agent 
Jonathan Wells 
and decides to pass on USC's Reggie 
Bush, it will need to add depth at running 
back. The club could use a back with 
breakaway speed—something Bush has 
and Domanick Davis and Vernand 
Morency lack. Purdue's Jerod Void, a for- 
mer track star, could be a good catch late 
in Day 2. 


OUTLOOK 


Most of the focus leading up to 
the draft has been on what the 
Texans will do with the No, 1 
overall pick. Their top options: 1) 
draft Bush; 2) draft Texas quar- 
terback Vince Young; 3) trade 
down and perhaps pick up Virginia 
offensive tackle D'Brickashaw Ferguson. 
Neither the quarterback nor the running 


ed their offensive line, 


back position can be con- 
sidered a top weakness. 
Still, the Texans could 
use a playmaker, and 
that's what Young and 

: Bush are. 

A If new coach Gary 
Kubiak, the Broncos’ 
longtime offensive coor- 
dinator, decides he can 
win with quarterback 
David Carr—who 
received a three-year 
contract extension in 
February—the team like- 
ly will choose Bush. If 
Kubiak decides he wants 
Young, Carr could be 
traded and a veteran 
quarterback signed to 
play until Young is 
ready. Or the team could 
keep Young and Carr. It's 
unlikely the Texans will 
trade the pick. It would 
be hard for them to pass 
up on either player 
because each is a big- 
time playmaker.. 

The team probably 
will wait until its second 
pick to address its 
biggest needs. With the 
switch to a 4-3, there are 
major personnel ques- 
tions. Antwan Peek likely 
will switch from outside 
linebacker to end, but Jason Babin might 
be too much of a ‘tweener to make the 
transition. The team needs a playmaker 
at wide receiver, but it probably won't 
address the position until Day 2. Don't 
expect the Texans to overlook their need 
at tight end; it likely will be one of their 
top priorities. 

—Megan Manfull, Houston Chronicle 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


The Texans have neglect- 


selecting only five 


- : ; STARTERS 
linemen with their 

37 draft picks. BACKUPS 

This has affected Pediat 


the offense, as 
QB David Carr 


(first, 02) and WR Andre Johnson (first, 03) have been 


‘01 "02 '03 '04'05 
TOTAL PICKS NA 12 10 


OUT OF NFL 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B @ David Carr 
@ Tony Banks 
FB om Moran Norris 
@ Jonathan Wells 
RB mt Domanick Davis 
_@ Jonathan Wells 
WR A Andre Johnson 
@ Jerome Mathis 
WR @ Jabar Gaffney 
@ Derick Armstrong 
TE @ Mark Bruener 
@ Marcellus Rivers 
{1 @ Chester Pitts 
4 Seth Wand 
LG @ Milford Brown 
@ Fred Weary 
C  @ Steve McKinney 
@ Todd Washington 
RG @ Fred Weary 
@ Todd Washington 
RT @ Zach Wiegert 
O Tyson Walter 
DEFENSE 
LE © Jason Babin 
@ Jerry Deloach 
DT @ Gary Walker 
@ Seth Payne 
DT @ Robaire Smith 
@ Travis Johnson 
RE m@ Antwan Peek 
@ Jerry Deloach 
OLB @ Morlon Greenwood 
@ Charlie Anderson 
MLB @ Kailee Wong 
@ DaShon Polk 
O18 @ Shantee Orr 
@ Charlie Anderson 
LCB m@ Dunta Robinson 
J Chris McKenzie 
SS @ Glenn Earl 
@ Ramon Walker 
FS @ C.C. Brown 
@ Marcus Coleman 
RCB @ Phillip Buchanon 
@ Demarcus Faggins 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Kris Brown 
Pm Chad Stanley 
KR & Jerome Mathis 
PR @ Phillip Buchanon 
LS A Bryan Pittman 
Aflite @ Adequate 
WSolid Fringe 


9 6 

- 43 11 
- 3 3 4 5 
- 2 3 1 0 
3. 4 3 6 


unable to reach their potentials. The team found a steal in 


RB Domanick Davis (fourth, 03). CB Dunta Robinson (first, '04) will 
continue to improve. FS C.C. Brown (sixth, 05) already is a starter. 


COLTS 


First-round pick: 30th 


NEEDS 


1. Running back. Edgerrin James is a free 
agent, and the team isn't likely to re-sign 
him. Backup Dominic Rhodes is coming off 
a lackluster season and might not return, 
The team’s system requires a back to be a 
running threat, an accomplished receiver 
and a reliable blocker. LSU's Joseph Addai 
lacks ideal size but has all of the other 
qualities. He should be available when the 
team picks at No. 30 overall. The team 


also might be able to trade down and pick 
him in the second round. 

2. Kicker. Free agent Mike Vanderjagt 
likely will be kicking elsewhere in 2006. 
The team has not been satisfied with his 
ability to kick off, and his outspoken dis- 
position has irritated management. The 
team could keep veteran Jose Cortez as a 
kickoff specialist, but a reliable field-goal 
option, probably a veteran free agent, is 
needed. 

3. Guard. Jake Scott, a fifth-round pick in 
2004, should develop into a solid starter. 
But Ryan Lilja struggled in protection late 
in 2005. The team needs better play from 
its guards because a key to Peyton 


Games played/started 


1. Marlin Jackson, CB (15/1) Physical 
in coverage and run support. B 

2. Kelvin Hayden, CB (16/0) An ade- 
quate special teams contributor. C 

3. Vincent Burns, DT (0/0) Missed 
season with injuries. INC 

4a. Dylan Gandy, G (16/2) Rookie sea- 
son was hampered by a foot injury. C 
4b. Matt Giordano, S (15/0) A special 
teams player and backup. C 

5a, Jonathan Welsh, DE (6/0) Showed 
pass-rush ability off edge early but 
missed time with a knee injury. C 

5b. Rob Hunt, C (0/0) Failed to make 
it out of the preseason. F 

5c. Tyjuan Hagler, LB (0/0) Missed 
the season with a sports hernia. INC 
6, Dave Rayner, K (14/0) Inadequate 
with kickoffs. F 

7. Anthony Davis, RB (0/0) Released 
from the practice squad in October. F 


Manning's success 
is the ability to 
step up in the 
pocket to avoid the 
outside rush. The 
team could use a 
first-day pick on a 
guard. If 
Oklahoma's Davin 
Joseph is available 
when the Colts 
pick in the second 
round, they could 
grab him. 

4. Safety. Mike 
Doss too often is a 
liability in cover- 
age, Matt Giordano 
and Gerome Sapp 
are better suited to be backups and spe- 
cial teams players than to challenge for a 
starting spot. The safety position is criti- 
cal in coordinator Ron Meeks’ system, 
which requires players to be physical in 
run support but athletic and reactive 
enough to be effective in coverage. 
Florida State's Pat Watkins is a 
possibility in Round 2. 

5. Offensive tackle. Left tackle 
Tarik Glenn is a nine-year veter- 
an. At some point, his successor 
must be developed. Boise State's 
Daryn Colledge is raw but strong with 
quick feet. He could be available when 
the team picks in the third round. 


> Listen to Sporting News Radio: radio.sportingnews.com 


‘01) and TE Dallas Clark 


6. Cornerback. There's ample talent in 
Marlin Jackson, Nick Harper, Jason David 
and Von Hutchins, but another top-notch 
player would solidify the unit. If a corner- 
back is added, he must bring coverage 
and run-support talents. 

7, Linebacker. This immediately becomes 
more of a priority if strongside starter 
David Thornton is lost as a free agent. The 
other two starting spots are in the hands 
of Cato June and Gary Brackett, each of 
whom still is in the formative stage of his 
career. The only attractive prospects on 
the roster are Gilbert Gardner and Tyjuan 
Hagler, neither of whom is a proven candi- 
date. Any linebacker brought in must be 
adept in coverage. The scheme requires 
linebackers to have the mobility to drop 
into coverage. 


OUTLOOK 


The lifeblood of the team remains the 
draft. The Colts are selective shoppers in 
the free-agent market, and when they do 
dabble in it, its generally during the 
second—and less expensive—phase. The 
team likely will be looking for a running 
back early, and the draft has a good crop. 
Unless Memphis’ DeAngelo Williams falls to 
No. 30, the team could reach for Addai or 
trade down to select him in Round 2. After 
that, look for the team trade down here and 
there to gain additional picks. 

One built-in advantage as the team 
heads into the draft, at least defensively, 
is that coach Tony Dungy’s system is con- 
ducive to players who might not fit in 
other systems. Size is secondary to speed, 
quickness and instincts. Robert Mathis 
was viewed as an undersized pass-rush 
prospect (6-2, 235) or outside linebacker 
when the Colts took him in the fifth 
round of the 2003 draft. Mathis has 22 
sacks the past two seasons, including a 
team-high 11! in 2005. 

—Mike Chappell, Indianapolis Star 


WR Reggie Wayne (first, 


(first, '03) have given PEAS 
ane Ma) STARTERS 
eyton Manning 
more options in BACKUPS 
OTHER TEAMS 


the passing 
game. RE Dwight 
Freeney (first, 


OUT OF NFL 


©) TEAM REPORTS 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B A Peyton Manning 
@ Jim Sorgi_ 
RB @ Dominic Rhodes 
1 James Mungro 
WR A Reggie Wayne 
4 Aaron Moorehead 
WR @ Brandon Stokley 
@ Troy Walters 
WR A Marvin Harrison 
O Brad Pyatt 
TE @ Dallas Clark 
@ Bryan Fletcher 
LT A Tarik Glenn 
___O Kurt Vollers 
1G @ Ryan Lilja 
O Matt Ulrich 
C A Jeff Saturday 
@ Ryan Lilja 
RG @ Jake Scott 
@ Dylan Gandy 
RT @ Ryan Diem 
Q Joaquin Gonzalez 
DEFENSE 
LE m@ Raheem Brock 
@ Robert Mathis 
DT @ Montae Reagor 
@ Josh Williams 
DT @ Corey Simon 
@ Larry Tripplett 
RE A Dwight Freeney 
© Josh Thomas 
SLB m@ David Thornton 
O Keith O'Neil 
MIB m@ Gary Brackett 
@ Rocky Calmus 
WLB @ Cato June 
© Gilbert Gardner 
(CB m@ Nick Harper 
@ Kelvin Hayden 
SS A Bob Sanders 
___ @ Gerome Sapp 
FS. @ Mike Doss 
@ Matt Giordano 
RCB @ Marlin Jackson 
B Jason David 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Mike Vanderjagt 
P__@ Hunter Smith 
KR_@ Dominic Rhodes 
LS @ Justin Snow 
Aflite @ Adequate 
BSolid Fringe 


'01 '02 '03 '04 '05 


7 


'02) is the NFL's most dangerous pass rusher, and the rest of 
the defense has improved with the development of players such 


as DT Larry Tripplett (second, 02), FS Mike Doss (second, 03), 
OLB Cato June (sixth, 03) and SS Bob Sanders (second, 04). 
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TEAM REPORTS (J 


Jacksonville 


JAGUARS 


First-round pick: 28th 


NEEDS 


1. Outside linebacker. Free agent Akin 
Ayodele is unlikely to be brought back 


team takes a tight end in the first 
round. 


3. Running back. Fred Taylor is 30 and 
injury-prone, LaBrandon Toefield is out of 
favor with Del Rio, and Alvin Pearman is a 


because he never has been a favorite of 
coach Jack Del Rio's staff. The team 
needs to see improvement from Daryl 
Smith, who appeared to regress in his 
second season as a starter. UTEP's 
Thomas Howard is strong, speedy and a 
hard hitter. He could be available late in 
the first round. 

2. Tight end. The team hasn't had a con- 
sistent playmaking tight end since Kyle 
Brady in 2000. George Wrighster hasn't 
developed, and Brian Jones still is raw. 
Georgia's Leonard Pope has big 

hands and is tall enough to 

reach for passes. He 4 
would be a good 
option if the 


third-down back. Power back Greg Jones 
isn't a long-term solution, either. 
Mississippi State's Jerious Norwood, a 
speedy, undersized back, or Florida State's 


Games played/started 


1. Matt Jones, WR (16/1) Converted 
QB had five TD receptions but lacked 
intensity and remains a project. C 
2. Khalif Barnes, OT (13/12) Should 
be a starter for the next 10 years. A 
3. Scott Starks, CB (16/0) Undersized 
and couldn't crack the starting lineup 
despite numerous chances. C 
<n) 4. Alvin Pearman, RB (16/0) 
. iN. Promising third-down back. B 

> & 


5. Gerald Sensabaugh, S (16/2) Is a 
big hitter but was exposed when 
given a starting job. B 
; 6a. Chad Owens, WR (1/0) 
‘ Fumbled two punts in his only 
' appearance. F 
; if 6b, Pat Thomas, OLB (9/0) A 
» — key contributor on special 
teams who has a future at out- 
side linebacker. B 
7. Chris Roberson, CB (6/0) Has 
good physical skills but still is 
learning. C 


Leon Washington, a powerful but 
injury-plagued runner, are possi- 
bilities in the third round. 
4. Cornerback. The team needs to 
develop a starter on the right side 
opposite Rashean Mathis after Kenny 
Wright was exposed as a starter late in 
the season. The club used a third-round 
pick on Scott Starks last year, but at 5-9 
he appears better suited as a nickel 
back. The team will consider taking a 
corner at some point on Day 1. 
5. Guard. The right side is stable 
with Chris Naeole, but left guard 
Vince Manuwai is on notice after 
a disappointing showing in 2008. 
Minnesota's Mark Setterstrom will 
be considered on Day 2, 
6. Safety. The team appears to be 
set at both safety spots, at least for next 
season, with Deon Grant and Donovin 
Darius. But Darius is coming off a major 


DAVID DUROCHIK FOR TSN 


knee injury, and depth is a concern. Nick 
Sorensen is coming off a broken ankle 
and is more of a special teams player; 
Deke Cooper might not be brought back; 
and Gerald Sensabaugh shows promise 
but was a liability when pressed into 
starting duty. The Jaguars should be able 
to grab Miami's Greg Threat, a tackling 
machine, on the second day. 

7. Wide receiver. A playmaking wideout is 
by far the biggest need, but it likely won't 
come via the draft after the club used 
first-round picks each of the past two 
years on Reggie Williams and Matt Jones. 
But Jimmy Smith is 37 and neither 
Williams nor Jones is showing he can 
replace him immediately. Don't be sur- 
prised if the team pursues a free agent. 


OUTLOOK 


A surprising 12-4 finish means the 
team will have the 28th overall pick, its 
lowest since 2000. The good news for Del 
Rio is quality tight ends and running 
backs can be found late in the first round 
or early in the second, so either position 
could be the first one addressed, The 
team also is confident an immediate 
starter at outside linebacker can be found 
late in the first round. 

The Jaguars likely will take a corner- 
back in the third or fourth round, if not 
sooner. Look for the Jaguars to add depth 
along the offensive line and potentially a 
starter at guard in the middle rounds. The 
team might look for a returner and depth 
at safety late in the draft. 

This will be an important draft for per- 
sonnel chief James Harris, who in three 
years of orchestrating the team's draft 
has had just two breakout players (Mathis 
and tackle Khalif Barnes) to his credit. 
Harris needs to play it safe and smart. He 
can't afford to gamble on a project early 
the way he did last year with Matt Jones. 

—Bart Hubbuch, Florida Times-Union 


The Jaguars built the 
league's best interior 


defensive line with id ada 
first-rounders 
BACKUPS 


Marcus Stroud 
('01) and John 
Henderson (’02), 
Their best draft 


PROJECTED 


DEPTH CHART 


0B 


FB 


OFFENSE 
@ Byron Leftwich 
B David Garrard 
B Greg Jones 
@ Derrick Wimbush 
@ Fred Taylor 
@ Greg Jones 
@ Jimmy Smith 
@ Reggie Williams 


OTHER TEAMS 1 
OUT OF NFL 


WR @ Ernest Wilford 
@ Matt Jones 
TE @ George Wrighster 
O Brian Jones 
LT @ Khalif Barnes 
O Derrick Fletcher _ 
LG m@ Vince Manuwai 
i Dennis Norman 
Cw Brad Meester 
i Dennis Norman 
RG m@ Chris Naeole 
@ Dan Connolly 
RT @ Maurice Williams 
J Derrick Fletcher 
DEFENSE 
LE wm Reggie Hayward 
© Bobby McCray 
DT m@ Marcus Stroud 
__@ Rob Meier 
DT A John Henderson 
Bw Rob Meier 
RE mi Paul Spicer 
@ Bobby McCray 
OLB @ Tracy White 
@ Pat Thomas 
MLB A Mike Peterson 
@ Tony Gilbert 
OLB @ Daryl Smith 
@ Pat Thomas 
LCB A Rashean Mathis 
@ Scott Starks 
SS m@ Donovin Darius 
@ Gerald Sensabaugh 
FS @ Deon Grant 
@ Nick Sorensen 
RCB @ Kenny Wright 
© Terry Cousin 
SPECIALISTS 
Km Josh Scobee 
Pm ChrisHanson 
KR @ Derrick Wimbush 
PR @ Alvin Pearman _ 
LS. m@ Joe Zelenka 
Aflite @ Adequate 


BSolid Fringe 
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came in 2003,, as QB Byron Leftwich (first) and CB Rashean 
Mathis (second) and LG Vince Manuwai (third) have been 


starters since their rookie seasons. First-round WRs Reggie Williams 
('04) and Matt Jones (05) may have been selected too early. 


First-round pick: 20th 


NEEDS 


1. Wide receiver. The club has neglected 
this position in the early rounds of recent 
drafts—and it shows. Outside of Eddie 
Kennison, the team has been unable to 
find a dependable wideout. And 
Kennison, 33, can't produce forever. 
Samie Parker is capable of helping the 
Chiefs, but he was inconsistent last sea- 
son. With the 20th overall pick, the team 
might be in position to take the draft’s 
first wideout. If Ohio State's Santonio 
Holmes is available, his speed and big- 
play ability could be too good to pass up. 
2. Cornerback, The team could use an 
infusion of youth. Starters Patrick Surtain 
and Eric Warfield each will be 30 when 
the season begins—and 
there's a chance the 
club could part ways 
with Warfield. The 
third corner is young 
Benny Sapp (5-9, 190), 
but the club believes 
he is limited to playing 
against slot receivers 
because of his lack of 
size. Dewayne 
Washington and Dexter 
McCleon are veterans 
on the decline. A 
developmental 
prospect, such as 
Georgia's DeMario 
Minter, might make 
sense in the second 
round, 

3. Offensive tackle. 
Willie Roaf probably 
will play next season, 
but he won't play for- 
ever, The club has 
nobody capable of tak- 
ing his place on the 
left side. Jordan Black tried last season 
but was found wanting. John Welbourn is 
on the right side, but he could be the 
eventual successor to Will Shields at 
guard. The Chiefs could use a tackle for 
depth next season and to start in 2007. 
4. Defensive end. The team must add an 
outside pass rusher for the cover 2 sys- 
tem favored by new coach Herman 
Edwards. Jared Allen is fine on one side, 
but Eric Hicks’ talents lie more in his all- 
around ability than in his skills as a pass 
rusher, Finding a pass rusher in the mid- 
dle rounds is difficult, but the Chiefs did 
it with Allen (fourth round, 2004). The 
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Games played/started 


1. Derrick Johnson, OLB (16/16) 
Provided immediate help. Can run, 
cover and tackle. A 
3. Dustin Colquitt, P (16/0) Should 
develop into a valuable punter. C+ 

4. Craphonso Thorpe, WR (0/0) 
Rookie year was set back by injuries. C 
5a. Boomer Grigsby, MLB (16/0) 
Contributed on special teams. B 

5b. Alphonso Hodge, CB (0/0) 
Worked his way up from the practice 
squad by season's end. C 

6a. Will Svitek, OT (1/0) Has ability. 
The club needs to get it out of him. B- 
6b. Khari Long, DE (1/0) Signed to 
the Bears’ practice squad after the 
regular season. D 

Ta. James Kilian, QB (0/0) Showed 
early he wasn't the QB of the future. D 
7b. Jeremy Parquet, OT (0/0) Is 
athletic for a man of his size. B 


team could look 
at Indiana's 
Victor Adeyanju 
in Round 3. 

5, Fullback. Tony 
Richardson's con- 
tract is up, and 
there's no guaran- 
tee the club will 
bring him back. It 
can live without a 
fullback in a lot of 
situations by 
using two tight 
ends or three wide 
receivers, so it doesn't have to find a player 
as versatile as Richardson. But it does need 
to find a blocker in short-yardage and goal- 
line situations. 

6. Defensive tackle. Ryan Sims and John 
Browning have had problems with 
injuries. Lional Dalton is sched- 
uled to be a free agent. Junior 
Siavii has yet to prove he can be 
consistently productive. The club 
could use another big body. 


OUTLOOK 


The Chiefs are aging at several key 
positions, so they need to add several 


TSN's fantasy games and content: fantasygames.sportingnews.com/nfl 


'03) proved the Chiefs 


drafting him with 
ok s), RB Priest Holmes 
Fy already on the 
B- 


productive players 
in this draft. They 
can't afford to take 
risks or trade picks 
in an effort to move 
up. They've hurt 
themselves with 
trades that fre- 
quently left them 
short on first-day 
picks. In the past 
five drafts, the club 
made three first- 
day picks only twice 
and had only two 
first-day selections 
the other three 
times. 

This year, the 
team likely will be 
content to stay at 
20 and invest in a 
wide receiver such 
as Holmes or per- 
haps a cornerback. 
Even if the club gets 
Holmes or another 
receiver in the first 
round, it is so thin at 
the position it might 
select another one 
later in the draft, 
probably on the second day. 

The team has done a good job of con- 
verting lower-round offensive linemen 
into contributing players but won't be 
able to address its deficiencies at left 
tackle by picking a player on the second 
day. The Chiefs haven't drafted a lineman 
in the first three rounds since 1999, and 
it's time for that to change. A successful 
draft would provide, at minimum, a wide 
receiver who competes for immediate 
playing time, a situational pass rusher 
and developmental prospects at 
cornerback and offensive tackle. 

—Adam Teicher, Kansas City Star 
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PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
8 @ Trent Green 
@ Todd Collins 
FB @ Tony Richardson 
S Ronnie Cruz 
RB A Larry Johnson 
___@ Priest Holmes 
WR @ Samie Parker 
@ Dante Hall 
WR @ Eddie Kennison 
U Chris Horn 
TE A Tony Gonzalez 
@ Jason Dunn 
IT A Willie Roaf 
O Jordan Black 
{6 & Brian Waters 
___O Chris Bober 
C i Casey Wiegmann 
O Chris Bober 
RG & Will Shields 
A ChrisBober 
RT @ John Welbourn 
@ Kevin Sampson 
DEFENSE 
LE ww Eric Hicks 
___ @ Jimmy Wilkerson 
DT @ Ryan Sims 
___O Junior Siavii 
DT @ John Browning 
O Junior Siavii 
RE @ Jared Allen 
@ Carlos Hall 
OLB @ Derrick Johnson 
@ Keyaron Fox 
MLB m& Kawika Mitchell 
___O Rich Scanlon 
OLB @ Kendrell Bell 
@ Shawn Barber 
LCB mt Patrick Surtain 
___ @ Benny Sapp 
SS. m@ Sammy Knight 
@ William Bartee 
FS @ Greg Wesley 
@ Jerome Woods 
RCB mt Eric Warfield 
3 Dexter McCleon 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Lawrence Tynes 
P_ @ Dustin Colquitt 
KR @ Dante Hall 
PR @ DanteHall 
LSA Kendall Gammon 
Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid OFringe 
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8 7 


selecting DTs Ryan Sims (first, '02) and Junior Siavii (second, 
'04); both have failed to meet expectations. RE Jared Allen 
('04) was a steal as a fourth-rounder. OLB Derrick Johnson (first, ‘05) 


seems to be the real deal. 
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First-round pick: 16th 


NEEDS 


1. Quarterback. The Dolphins got by 
last season with journeyman Gus 
Frerotte as the starter. Frerotte was 
steady and used his arm strength to 
provide a bunch of big plays. But for all 
the good, Frerotte is just not very accu- 
rate. Backup Sage Rosenfels doesn't 
excite coaches, either. The Dolphins 
would love to take Vanderbilt's Jay 
Cutler if he falls to the No. 16 pick. 

2, Cornerback. Sam Madison still can 
be effective if he plays purely as a 
bump corner, but he doesn't fit well 
into the multiple schemes preferred 

by coach Nick Saban. The 3-4 defense 
requires corners to play in space a lot, 
and Madison doesn't have the recovery 
speed necessary for it. Travis Daniels 
was good as a rookie, but the club 
would like him to be a 
third corner rather than 
a starter, Will Poole 
comes back from a knee 
injury and Shirdonya 
Mitchell is an interesting 
project, but the club 
needs at least one top- 
shelf young cornerback. 
The team likes Miami's 
Kelly Jennings in the 
second round. 

3. Left tackle. Damion 
McIntosh was better in 
his second year with the 
club, but he never will be 
a dominant left tackle. 
He takes a low-key 
approach to the position 
and is prone to slumps. 
Anthony Alabi, a 2005 
fifth-round pick, is a 
decent prospect, but if a 
great left tackle prospect 
is available in the second round, the club 
might be tempted to select him. If 
Miami's Eric Winston is still on the board 
when the team drafts in Round 2, it 
would consider him. 

4. Defensive tackle. The club has a cou- 
ple of interesting prospects in Manuel 
Wright and Kevin Vickerson. However, it 
also has a lot of age with Keith Traylor 
and Jeff Zgonina, who will be 37 and 36, 
respectively, when the season starts. The 
club could use another player to shore up 
the position . Saban's system is depend- 
ent on a power nose tackle who can con- 
trol the middle of the field. Michigan's 
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DOLPHINS 


2005 DRAFT 


Games played/started 


1. Ronnie Brown, RB (15/14) Was a 
Rookie of the Year candidate. A- 

2. Matt Roth, DE (16/0) Has a great 
motor but needs to get stronger. C 
3. Channing Crowder, MLB (16/13) 
Learned the defense well enough to 
make calls when Zach Thomas was out. A 
4. Travis Daniels, CB (16/14) Played 
immediately and had a sound year. A- 

5. Anthony Alabi, OT (0/0) !s very 
smart but needs time to develop. C 

7. Kevin Vickerson, DT (0/0) Spent year 
on |.R. after a knee injury. INC 

* Manuel Wright, DT (3/0) !s quick and 
talented but needs to take the game 
more seriously. C+ 

*Supplemental pick dates. 


Gabe Watson 


and Florida 
State's Brodrick 
Bunkley are 
Round 2 candi- 


5. Wide 

receiver. The 
depth behind Chris Chambers and Marty 
Booker is so-so. The Dolphins have a few 
projects on the roster, most notably Fred 
Gibson, but they still have a strong need 
for at least a top-flight third receiver and 
perhaps someone who can push 
Chambers to remain at a high 


players who remain 
level e a on the roster, 
WR Chri 
6. Outside linebacker. Channing ' nS 


Crowder, a third-round pick in 

20085, was exceptional as a rookie 

and moved into the starting lineup. 

But the depth was damaged when Junior 
Seau had another season-ending injury, 
Given that Saban puts a premium on 


linebackers in his 

3-4 scheme, another 
player, particularly one 
who can play outside, 
would be a nice addition. 


OUTLOOK 


The top priority will 
be to add a quarterback 
the team can build 
around. The Dolphins 
might consider trading 
up in the first round, 
depending on the price. 
However, they have plen- 
ty of other needs, so a 
trade up would have to 
be reasonable. 

Upgrading the sec- 
ondary and getting 
younger at defensive 
tackle and linebacker 
also are big needs. Look 
for the team to consider 
a cornerback in the first 
round if it doesn't select 
a quarterback. It then 
could come back at quar- 
terback in the second or 
third round; options 
include Charlie 
Whitehurst of Clemson 
or Brodie Croyle of 
Alabama. The next top 
needs, left tackle and 
defensive tackle, also 
could be addressed on 
Day 1. 

On the second day, look for the club to 
put an emphasis on speed, looking partic- 
ularly for a wide receiver/return man and 
hybrid outside linebacker/defensive end- 
type players 

With the possibility the team could 
lose Ricky Williams to another suspen- 
sion, it might need to add a backup run- 
ning back. —Jason Cole, Miami Herald 


BILL WIPPERT FOR TSN 


The Dolphins’ 23 selec- 
tions from 2001 to '03 


yielded just seven TOTAL PICKS 
STARTERS 
BACKUPS 
OTHER TEAMS 
Chambers OUT OF NFL 


(second, '01) and 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B @ Gus Frerotte 
© Sage Rosenfels 
FB @ Darian Barnes 
@ Sammy Morris 
RB Ronnie Brown 
® Ricky Williams 
WR w@ Marty Booker 
@ Wes Welker 
WR A Chris Chambers 
J Cliff Russell 
TE m@ Randy McMichael 
@ Lorenzo Diamond 
{1 @ Damion Mcintosh 
(4 Anthony Alabi 
6 @ Jeno James 
J C.J. Brooks 
Cm Rex Hadnot 
J Alonzo Ephraim 
RG 2 Alonzo Ephraim 
Joe Berger 
RT @ Vernon Carey 
2 Anthony Alabi 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Kevin Carter 
@ Matt Roth 
NT @ Keith Traylor 
@ Jeff Zgonina 
DT @ Vonnie Holliday 
@ Manvel Wright 
LB/E & Jason Taylor 
@ David Bowens 
SLB @ Donnie Spragan 
J Jason Glenn 
MLB & Zach Thomas 
@ Derrick Pope 
WLB @ Channing Crowder 
J Lester Towns 
{CB m@ Travis Daniels 
J Shirdonya Mitchell 
SS @ Travares Tillman 
4 Norman LeJeune 
FS mi Lance Schulters 
@ Yeremiah Bell 
RCB @ Will Poole 
U Kiwaukee Thomas 
SPECIALISTS 
kK @ Olindo Mare 
Pw Donnie Jones 
KR @ Wes Welker 
PR @ Wes Welker 
{Sm John Denney 
Aflite @ Adequate 
BSolid Fringe 


101 '02 '03 '04 '05 


1 
1 
2 
5 


TE Randy McMichael (fourth, '02) have been their two biggest 
offensive weapons. Expect big things from RB Ronnie Brown 
(first, 05) and LB Channing Crowder (third, 05). CB Travis Daniels 


(fourth, '05) already has stepped into a starting role. 


Minnesota 


VIKINGS 


First-round pick: 17th 


NEEDS 


1. Middle linebacker. New coordinator 
Mike Tomlin is installing a cover 2 
defense, which relies on the linebackers 
being able to take deeper drops in cover- 
age. Problem is, no such middle line- 
backer was on the roster when the season 
ended. Incumbent Sam Cowart is 31 and 
a free agent. E.J. Henderson failed at the 
position two years ago. It’s essential the 
team finds a fast middle ‘backer who can 
handle the mental rigors of the position. 
It could trade up from its No. 17 overall 
pick to get in position to draft Ohio 
State's A.J. Hawk. 

2. Running back. The 
team hasn't had a true 
feature back since 
Robert Smith retired 
after the 2000 season. 
Michael Bennett never 
locked down that job 
and is a free agent, 
and the team hasn't 
decided if it wants 
Onterrio Smith back 
after his yearlong sus- 
pension is lifted. That 
leaves Mewelde Moore 
and Ciatrick Fason, 
neither of whom 
should be counted on 


to be a feature back. starter A 
The team needs some- 7. Adrian Ward, CB (0/0) 
one capable of running Released by the team 


with power, such as 
USC's LenDale White or 
Memphis’ DeAngelo Williams. 
3. Guard. Adam Goldberg and Anthony 
Herrera finished the season as the 
starters, with longtime starter Chris 
Liwienski a reserve. The club should 
acquire at least one instant starter this 
offseason and let the returning trio battle 
for the other position. There are no obvi- 
ous first-round guards, however, making 
this need more likely to be filled with a 


Games played/started 


Ta. Troy Williamson, WR (14/3) Never 
made the consistent impact expected 
of the No. 7 overall pick. C 

Tb. Erasmus James, DE (15/9) Earned 
a Starting job after a slow start. B 

2. Marcus Johnson, OT (14/8) Lost 
starting jobs at two positions. C 

3. Dustin Fox, S (0/0) Missed season 
after arm injury in training camp. INC : 
4. Ciatrick Fason, RB (13/0) Showed \x)\ | 
potential as a short-yardage back. B : 
6. C.J. Mosley, NT (12/2) Sleeper 

had a strong stint as a fill-in 


before the season. F 


5. Offensive tackle. Bryant McKinnie is 
embedded on the left side, but the team 
needs more competition at right tackle, 
which was shared by Marcus Johnson and 
Mike Rosenthal in 2005. This could be a 
higher priority based on the new staffs 
evaluation. If it is, a player such as USC's 
Winston Justice or Auburn's Marcus 
McNeill could become attractive in the 
first round. The team also could look at 
LSU's Andrew Whitworth in the second 
round or later. 
6. Center. The club expects Matt Birk to 
start, but a new backup plan is needed 
after his replacements struggled in 2005. 
Even if Birk starts all 16 games in 2006, 
he'll be 30, so the 
club needs a 
long-term 
replacement. 


G 
é 
/ 


OUTLOOK 


With a new coaching staff taking over, 
only a few positions seem sacred: 
quarterback, cornerback and defensive 
tackle. All other positions could see 
turnover in the offseason. 

Without question, the team needs help 
at linebacker, running back and in the 
offensive line, But while there likely will be 
several quality running backs—including 
White—available by the middle of the first 
round, a feature back may not top new 
coach Brad Childress’ priority list. If that's 
still the case by draft day, it seems likely 
the team will seek a lower-round running 
back—perhaps New Mexico's DonTrell 
Moore—to complement Mewelde Moore 
and Fason. The team then would spend the 
first day restocking its linebackers and 
perhaps nabbing a starter for the offensive 
line. Then, it would spend the second day 
looking for running backs, a backup center 

and perhaps a kicker if the team 
Bie decides not to re-sign Paul 
Edinger. 

The offensive line could 
realize a significant 
makeover. McKinnie seems 
locked in, and Birk will start if 

he's healthy. The other 
three positions could 
be up for grabs 
, while new line 
& coach Pat Morris 
} evaluates return- 
ing personnel. 
Much will depend 
on whether the 

team can 

acquire a 

starting- 
caliber free- 
agent guard. 
—Kevin Seifert, 
Minneapolis Star Tribune 


(J TEAM REPORTS 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B m Daunte Culpepper 
___@ Brad Johnson 
TE @ Jermaine Wiggins 
___0 Richard Owens 
RB @ Mewelde Moore 
__@ Ciatrick Fason 
WR @ Nate Burleson 
@ Troy Williamson 
WR w@ Koren Robinson 
___@ Travis Taylor 
TE @ Jim Kleinsasser 
___O Richard Angulo 
{1 @ Bryant McKinnie 
@ Mike Rosenthal 
LG @ Toniu Fonoti 
___U Anthony Herrera 
CA Matt Birk 
___5) Anthony Herrera 
RG @ Adam Goldberg 
O Anthony Herrera 
RT @ Marcus Johnson 
@ Mike Rosenthal 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Erasmus James 
___ @ Lance Johnstone 
DT @ Kevin Williams 
__@ C.J. Mosley 
DT A Pat Williams 
@ Spencer Johnson 
RE @ Darrion Scott 
@ Spencer Johnson 
SLB @ Keith Newman 
G Raonall Smith 
MLB @ E.J. Henderson 
Rod Davis 
WLB @ Dontarrious Thomas 
___O Raonall Smith 
LCB m@ Antoine Winfield 
___ @ Ralph Brown 
SS @ Corey Chavous 
@ Will Hunter 
FSA Darren Sharper 
@ Will Hunter 
RCB i Fred Smoot 
@ Dovonte Edwards 
SPECIALISTS 
K @ Paul Edinger 
Pi Chris Kluwe 
KR A Koren Robinson 
PR @ Mewelde Moore 
1S_A Cullen Loeffler 


Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 


The Vikings have put 
together a solid defensive 
front, with DT Kevin 
Williams (first, 
'03) and 
DEs Kenechi 
Udeze (first, '04) 
and Erasmus 
James (first, '05), who has the talent to become a Pro Bowl 
player. But injuries have hindered the development of 
RB Michael Bennett (first, 01), and WR Troy Williamson (first, '05) 
must grow up fast if he's going to replace Randy Moss. 


free agent. Anyone taken in the draft 
could be a project. 

4. Outside linebacker. Dontarrious 
Thomas is the only outside linebacker 

under contract who could start in the “] 
cover 2. But Thomas has had trouble 
learning NFL defenses the past two 
years. The team might have to 
rebuild at both outside spots. lowa's 
Chad Greenway and Alabama's 
DeMeco Ryans both are first-round 
possibilities. 


TOTALPICKS 8 7 
STARTERS 0 
BACKUPS 1 


OTHER TEAMS 2 
OUTOFNFL 5 


SS 


BOB LEVERONE / 


Blogs, news and more: sportingnews: 105 


TEAM REPORTS (} 


NEEDS 


1. Cornerback. The injuries that ripped 
through the secondary affected the 
team's woeful pass defense, but it's a 
reach to think Chad Scott, Duane Starks 
and Randall Gay would have fixed every- 
thing had they been healthy. The Patriots 
need a top-tier cover guy. They could look 
at look at Penn State's Alan Zemaitis, 
who plays the run and is versatile and 
physical, in the second round, Other Day 
1 possibilities are Ohio State's Ashton 
Youboty, Georgia's DeMario Minter and 
dark horse Richard Marshall, an early 
entry who played for coach Bill Belichick 
protege Pat Hill at Fresno State. 

2. Running back. Corey Dillon and Kevin 
Faulk are aging, and Patrick Pass is too 
injury-prone to be relied upon. The 
Patriots need to address this position a 
year early instead of a year late. The back 
who fits the team’s prototype best is 
USC's LenDale White. He has the power 
and ball security the Patriots love, plus 
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he knows how to put 
his head down and 
burrow into the line. 
Another ideal 
prospect is LSU's 
Joseph Addai. 
Minnesota junior 
Laurence Maroney 
has the decisiveness 
and productivity the 
team likes, but he 
isn't good at picking 
up the blitz. 

3. Defensive end. If 
Richard Seymour 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


2005 DRAFT 


Games played/started 
1. Logan Mankins, G (16/16) Played 


_ with pain on a patchwork offensive 


line and his team won 10 games. A- 
3a. Ellis Hobbs, CB (16/8) Was a 
pleasant surprise when given chance 
after earning trust of coaches. B 

3b. Nick Kaczur, OT (14/11) Thrown 
into the fire at left tackle after Matt 
Light got hurt. A 

4. James Sanders, S (10/2) When 
healthy, his work ethic and ability to 
hit were impressive. C 

5. Ryan Claridge, OLB (0/0) Went on 
|.R. during training camp. INC 

Ta. Matt Cassel, QB (2/0) Showed 
promise for a raw player. B 

7b. Andy Stokes, TE (0/0) Released 
early in training camp. F 


leaves after the 2006 season as an unre- 
stricted free agent, the team will lose a 
unique player, leader and teammate. 
Drafting a 3-4 lineman is tricky because 
end and tackle traits are melded together 
in the 3-4 and the responsibilities are 
specific. The only player in the draft who 
approximates Seymour in size is Texas 
Rodrique Wright, but he hasn't proven to 
be a hard worker. 

4. Safety. Early returns on the rehab of 
strong safety Rodney Harrison have 
been promising, but he's aging and 
is coming off a major injury. Free 
safety Eugene Wilson is a player 
but didn't embrace the leadership 
role in the secondary when 
Harrison went down. Texas’ Michael 
Huff figures to be off the board before the 
team picks. No other safety merits being 
taken with the 21st pick. 


PROJECTED 


DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
0B A Tom Brady 
1 Matt Cassel 
FB @ Patrick Pass 
5. Wide receiver. If the Patriots lose Heath Evans 
David Givens as a free agent, they'll need RB. Corey Dillon 
a quality No. 2 receiver with the same @ Kevin Faulk 
strengths as Givens. The team doesn't WR A Deion Branch 
believe in drafting receivers early, feeling @ Tim Dwight 
there's value in later rounds. If they do WR w David Givens 
make an early move, Arizona State's Derek © Andre Davis 
: F 2 TE @ Ben Watson 
Hagan figures to be there in the first ws Daniel Graham 
round—and maybe in the second. Hagan Tm Matt Light 
is a good character guy who works hard @ Nick Kaczur 
and plays similarly to Givens, although LG @ Logan Mankins 
he's not as tough. New Mexico's Hank ___ @ Russ Hochstein 
Baskett is tougher, blocks well and is C wg Dan Koppen 
another character guy with leaping abili- @ Russ Hochstein 
ty. But he's viewed as a step slow. RG Stephen Neal 
6. Linebacker. The team needs to get @ Russ Hochstein 
younger here. There is youth in the mix, TW Nick Kaczur 
a0 @ Tom Ashworth 
but all of it is unproven or as yet unre- DEFENSE 
markable. The Catch-22 for the Patriots: LE m Ty Warren 
They dont draft linebackers, they develop B Jarvis Green 
them. But if the right guy is there early, HT A Vince Wilfork 
they'll make a move, If the right guy isn't Od Mike Wright 
there, they'll pass. RE a Richard Seymour 


OUTLOOK 


V.P. of player personnel Scott Pioli and 
Belichick are known to wheel and deal on 


B Jarvis Green 


O18 A Mike Vrabel 


LB 


@ Willie McGinest 
@ Tedy Bruschi 


draft day, and this looks like a year where pert 
they will. The team has the 21st overall See 
y will, am has the oO @ Mike Vrabel 


pick, the 20th pick in the second round 
and two picks each in the third and fourth 
rounds. They don't need that many play- 
ers. Look for them to deal and stockpile 
selections for 2007, when some key play- 
ers will be close to becp,omg free agents. 
The team’s 2005 weaknesses were tied to 
injuries more than inability. As a result, 


OLB m@ Rosevelt Colvin 


(8 


@ Willie McGinest 
@ Asante Samuel 
@ Randall Gay 

A Rodney Harrison 
@ James Sanders 
@ Eugene Wilson 
@ Artrell Hawkins 


solidified their defen- TOTALPICKS 10 6 10 8 

sive line with STARTERS 23 4 1 

opr NAT cae CACKUPS 013 4 
e (first, '04) and OTHERTEAMS 2 0 2 3 
A DEs Richard OUTOFNFL 6 2 1 O 


determining the number and severity of (8 @ Ellis Hobbs 
the team's weaknesses is difficult. © Duane Starks 
i i SPECIALISTS 
This probably will be a year the Xa Adam Vinatieri 
Patriots pick a cornerback early. They also PA Josh Miller 


could select a running back and a wide 
receiver on Day 1. With two picks in the 
third and fourth rounds, they will have 
currency to jockey around in search of the 
player they want. 

—Tom Curran, Providence Journal 


KR @ Bethel Johnson 

PR @ Tim Dwight 

LS m@ Lonie Paxton 
Aflite @ Adequate 
B Solid OFringe 


The Patriots have had 
tremendous drafts. They 
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Seymour (first, 
'01) and Ty Warren (first, '03). They added playmakers in 
WRs Deion Branch (second, '02) and David Givens (seventh, '02), 
and built the offensive line around T Matt Light (second, '01), C Dan 


Koppen (fifth, ‘03) and G Logan Mankins (first, 05). 


J TEAM REPORTS 
New Orleans 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 
‘OFFENSE 
0B @ Aaron Brooks 


@ Todd Bouman 
FB @ Mike Karney 


First-round pick: 2nd center. But it's more likely they will locate © been missing for years. There should be © Lamont Hall 
one with potential in the fourth or fifth standout talent available with the second RB A Deuce McAllister 
NEEDS round. pick in Round 2. Beyond those two posi- ___ @ Aaron Stecker_ 
1. Quarterback. The Saints are ready to 5. Offensive tackle. Depending on the tions, the Saints can look to their future WR i Joe Horn 
move on after six up-and-down seasons health of backup Jon Stinchcomb, who and select the best available athlete at a @ Az-Zahir Hakim _ 
with Aaron Brooks, and their timing could- missed last season with a knee injury, the handful of key positions, They will add WR Donte’ Stallworth 
n't be better. They have the No. 2 pick ina team could be looking for Wayne Gandy's young bodies on the offensive line and =: : coupe 
year with two franchise-caliber quarter- successor. The problem is, starting- won't hesitate to grab a receiver or cor- @ Zachary Kilt 
F a . ease 3 chary Hilton 
backs in the draft. The prevailing wisdom caliber tackles usually are found on Day 1. nerback if he’s on the top of their board Tm Wayne Gandy 
is the Saints So, the Saints need to anywhere between Rounds 2 and 7. Q Jon Stinchcomb 
covet USC's decide if this need is —Mike Triplett, New Orleans \G @ Kendyl Jacox 
Matt Leinart pressing enough to Times-Picayune ___@ Jermane Mayberry 
because he's a GanespinetStaad warrant a second- CA LeCharles Bentley 
polished and round pick. @ Kendyl Jacox 
proven winner 1. Jammal Brown, OT (13/13) He lived 6. Cornerback. RG @ Montrae Holland 
who thrived in up to the hype from the start of the The team is fairly @ Jamar Nesbit __ 
a classic pro- season. The Saints will build around deep but aging at RT wi Jammal Brown 
style system. this athletic big man, who looks like this position. It pacllay 
Texas’ Vince an offensive cornerstone. A likely will target a lb om Ch 
arles Grant 
Young is an 2. Josh Bullocks, S (14/13) Thrust cornerback © Tony Bryant 
athletic marvel into a starting role because of injury, anywhere from MT @ Brian Young 
with mare the quick and instinctive Bullocks Round 2 on. © Rodney Leisle 
promise, but should become a longtime starter. Bt 7. Defensive tackle. DI @ Willie Whitehead 
those same 3. Alfred Fincher, LB (5/0) He barely The new staff needs @ Johnathan Sullivan 
concepts tanta- cracked the lineup despite a slew of to decide whether it's RE a Will Smith 
lized and injuries, but the team is optimistic he comfortable with a a Jimmy Verdon 
teased the can develop this season. C- rotation of Brian SLB @ Sedrick Hodge 
Saints through- | 4. Chase Lyman, WR (0/0) He still Young, Willie mt Sea 
out the Brooks might be productive, but the team Whitehead and 5 pees Wie 
era. reached too high for an oft-injured Johnathan WB @ Colby SeunLiT 
2. Middle recelver who got hurt again in a Sullivan. fa = @ T.J. Slaughter 
linebacker. The minicamp. F Chances 2 0B m Mike McKenzie 
Saints have 5. Adrian McPherson, QB (0/0) He'll are, the Y © Fakhir Brown 
tried to fill this take years to develop, but he wasnt a Saints will = Sm Dwight Smith 
position big reach at this spot in the draft. address this posi- g ___@ Mel Mitchell 
through the And character never was an issue, tion in the free- S FS @ Josh Bullocks 
draft the last though some had doubts. C agent market ___@ Jay Bellamy 
two years with 6. Jason Jefferson, DT (0/0) A swing and it will be a CB 5 Yes ears 
Courtney and a big miss: Jefferson didn't make low priority in avaad uve 
Watson and the roster or the practice squad. F the draft. 
F 4 : Km John Carney _ 
Alfred Fincher, 7. Jimmy Verdon, DE (1/0) The Saints 8. Wide receiver. The Be Pa Mitch Berger 
and one or liked him enough to play him toward Saints have young tal- ee KR m Michael Lewis 
both still could the end of the season. C+ ent. But with Joe Horn PR m@ Michael Lewis — 
pan out. But aging and Donte’ (Sm Kevin Houser 
the team might Stallworth a year from Aflite @ Adequate 
get a crack at a top inside linebacker, becoming a free agent, it isn't too early to Solid Fringe 
such as lowa’s Abdul Hodge or Maryland's consider the future. They could draft a 
D'Qwell Jackson, in the second round. receiver at any time if they feel he's the 
3. Outside linebacker. The fans probably best talent available. But it most likely 
wouldn't revolt if the Saints traded down will happen on Day 2. Mee found a ereat 
in the first round and selected Ohio palr oF derensive ends.in K 7 an 
State's A.J. Hawk instead of a quarter- OUTLOOK Charles Grant (first, eas . 2 ; 14 4 
back. More likely, the Saints will hope It wouldn't be a shock if the ne sev Sul BACKUPS 0s 22.48 
Bobby Carpenter (Hawk's college team- Saints signed a free-agent quar- apes ce OTHER TEAMS 3 
mate) or Florida State's Ernie Simsis terback and traded down in the 5 i Sullivan (first OUT OF NFL 2 
available in the second round. first round for extra draft picks. ae 03) has been a = 
4. Guard/center. The Saints need to draft More likely, the Saints will draft disappointment and WR Donte’ Stallworth (first, '02) still 
a young interior lineman who can be Leinart or Young because the timing hasn't lived up to the hype. The club found its franchise running 
groomed, If they want to address that is perfect. The next priority—some would back in Deuce McAllister (first, '01) but now has to keep him healthy. 
need in the second round, they should be argue the top priority—is a playmaking OT Jammal Brown (first, '05) stepped in as a starter in his first year. 
able to choose from most any guard or linebacker or two. A difference-maker has 
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TEAM REPORTS [J 


First-round pick: 25th 


NEEDS 


1, Cornerback, Will Allen, who likely will 
be gone, was never much of an impact 
player, and no one knows whether Will 
Peterson (back) will play again. Curtis 
Deloatch frightened the Giants with his 
late-season slide, and Corey Webster, last 
year’s top pick, was slow to develop. The 
team's cornerbacks had only two intercep- 
tions last season, so the emphasis will be 
on finding a playmaker. The club probably 
would have to move up to get Virginia 
Tech's Jimmy Williams, but G.M. Ernie 
Accorsi never has been shy about trading 
to get his man. 

2. Safety. With Shaun Williams leaving 
and Brent Alexander aging (he'll be 35 in 
July), the Giants need someone to play 
alongside Gibril Wilson, who they think is 
a rising star. Again, the emphasis will 

be on playmakers. USC's 
Darnell Bing has the size 
and the championship 
pedigree. Florida State's 
Pat Watkins also could 
be the choice. 


Aly) 


3. Outside linebacker. If Antonio Pierce is 
healthy, the Giants are set in the middle, 
but the outside spots are a mess. Strong- 
side linebacker Carlos Emmons is unhap- 
py and coming off a chest injury, and the 
Giants aren't expecting Nick Greisen or 
Barrett Green back. Emmons could move 


Games played/started 


2. Corey Webster, CB (15/0) Came on 
at the end but flashed none of the 
playmaking skills the Giants thought 
they were getting. C 
3. Justin Tuck, DE (14/0) Was push- 
ing Osi Umenyiora for playing time 
before he got hurt. Developed fast and 
has star potential. B 
4. Brandon Jacobs, RB (16/0) Wasn't 
as automatic in short-yardage and 
goal-line situations as everyone had 
hoped. C+ 
6. Eric Moore, LB (8/0) Started 
as an end, switched to line- 
backer, battled injuries and 
barely played. D 


to the weak side to make room for 
Reggie Torbor, but that doesn't solve 
the depth problem. They'll consid- 
er Florida State’s Ernie Sims 
early. One intriguing choice 
would be Miami's Rocky 
McIntosh. Accorsi loves 
Miami players, and 
the Giants have a 
history of Hurricanes 
linebackers. 
4. Offensive tackle. 
Left tackle Luke Petitgout had a 
good season but has chronic back issues. 
His backup, Bob Whitfield, did a fine 
job when called upon but he'll turn 
35 in October. There's not a 
young tackle to develop, 
someone who could take 
over Petitgout'’s job in a few 
y years. The Giants almost 
certainly won't use a 
high pick on this 
position, but they could 
be tempted to use a 
midround selection if the right 
player is available. Giants guard 
Chris Snee has recommended his 
former Boston College teammate, Jeremy 
Trueblood, who could be intriguing. 
5. Defensive tackle. This is not a high-pri- 


ority position because the Giants know 
they can fill the need with mid-level free 
agents. Still, if a big man who can push 
the pocket is available, they might grab 
him. Their tackles were solid last season, 
but they need someone—LSU's Kyle 
Williams would be a good choice—who can 
take some of the double-teams away from 
ends Osi Umenyiora and Michael Strahan. 
6. Wide receiver. The Giants always seem 
to have a tantalizing speedster at receiv- 
er who never quite works out as planned. 
Tim Carter's future with the club is 
uncertain, so look for them to tab a 
receiver again. They'll probably go after a 
possession-type No. 3 receiver in the 
free-agent market, but they could reach 
deep at the end of the draft to get them- 
selves another project. They'll wait to see 
whether anyone wows them at a workout. 


OUTLOOK 


This most likely is the final draft for 
Accorsi. He already has had the draft that 
will be his legacy—2004, when he made 
the big trade for Eli Manning. This one 
will be about making one last Super Bowl 
run. To do that, he'll focus on defense. 

More than anything, the Giants need 
a speedy, sure-handed, playmaking 
cover cornerback. They also need depth 
at linebacker, preferably someone on 
the outside who has pass-rushing 
speed. They also could use a 
playmaking safety and wouldn't mind 
another solid defensive tackle. The 
order of priority will depend on whether 
Alexander retires and defensive tackle 
Kendrick Clancy re-signs. 

In the later rounds, the Giants’ priority 
will be depth. They could use another 
receiver—either a sure-handed possession 
type or a big-play speedster. They also 
need to get an offensive tackle they can 
develop over the next year or two. 

—Ralph Vacchiano, New York Daily News 


The trade for QB Eli 
Manning ('04) cost the club 
some high picks, but 

Mm hehasled the 

< Giants to a divi- 
sion title, 
TE Jeremy 
Shockey (first, 


OUT OF NFL 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B @ Eli Manning 

O Tim Hasselbeck _ 
FB og Jim Finn 


RB A Tiki Barber 
@ Brandon Jacobs _ 
@ Amani Toomer 
@ David Tyree 
WR A Plaxico Burress 
@ David Tyree 
TE A Jeremy Shockey 
OQ Visanthe Shiancoe 
LT @ Luke Petitgout 
@ Bob Whitfield 
LG @ David Diehl 
@ Rich Seubert 
Cw Shaun O'Hara 
4 Jason Whittle 
RG @ Chris Snee 
@ Rich Seubert 
RT @ Kareem McKenzie 
2 Lewis Kelly 
DEFENSE 
LE A Michael Strahan 
O Adrian Awasom 
UT @ Kendrick Clancy 
@ Fred Robbins 
RT @ William Joseph 
@ Kenderick Allen 
RE A Osi Umenyiora 
@ Justin Tuck 
SLB @ Reggie Torbor 
U Alonzo Jackson 
MLB m@ Antonio Pierce 
___O Kevin Lewis 
WLB m@ Carlos Emmons 
Q Eric Moore 
LCB im Will Peterson 
O Curtis Deloatch 
SS m@ Gibril Wilson 
@ James Butler 
FS @ Brent Alexander 
@ James Butler 
RCB @ Corey Webster 
— Curtis Deloatch 
SPECIALISTS 
K_ ®t Jay Feely 
PA Jeff Feagles 
KR @ Chad Morton 
PR ®@ Chad Morton 
US_A Ryan Kuehl 
Aflite @ Adequate 


W 


Solid Fringe 


'01 ‘02 '03 ‘04 '05 


'02) adds another dimension to the offense. DT William 
Joseph (first, '03) and CBs Will Allen (first, '01) and Will 
Peterson (third, 01) have underperformed, but CB Corey Webster 
(second, '05), DE Justin Tuck (third, 05) and RB Brandon Jacobs 


(fourth, '05) contributed in their first year. 


First-round pick: 4th 


NEEDS 


1. Quarterback. Chad 
Pennington underwent two 
shoulder operations in eight 
months and is a huge question 
mark. The medical odds are 
stacked against Pennington, and 
it would be foolhardy to count 
on him. The offense can func- 
tion with Brooks Bollinger, but 
he has limitations and is better 
suited to being a backup. The 
Jets need to think long term; if 
they get a shot at Texas’ Vince 
Young or USC's Matt Leinart, 
they should take it. 

2. Left tackle. They desperately 
need a franchise left tackle. 
Adrian Jones was adequate at 
best in his first season as a 


starter. He has 
the athleticism 
and the poten- 
tial to improve, 
but this 
position needs 
to be 
addressed. 
Virginia's 
D'Brickashaw 
Ferguson looks 
like the perfect 
fit, and he could 
be available 
with the fourth 
overall pick. 

3. Running 
back. Though 
he still can be a 
productive 
starter, Curtis 
Martin, who will 
be 33 next sea- 
son, no longer 
should be a 


Games played/started 


2a. Mike Nugent, K (16/16) Doesn't 
have a big leg, but he's accurate inside 
the 40. B 

2b. Justin Miller, CB (16/8) Explosive 
kickoff returner needs to refine skills 
at cornerback. C+ 

3. Sione Pouha, DT (14/0) Draft-day 
reach looks like a bust. F 

4. Kerry Rhodes, S (16/16) Was not 
around the ball enough. B- 

5. Andre Maddox, S (0/0) Had a sea- 
son-ending knee injury in camp. INC 
6a. Cedric Houston, RB (12/4) Ran with 
power but not much elusiveness. C+ 

6b. Joel Dreessen, TE (14/0) Shows 
promise and could become a backup. C- 
7. Harry Williams, WR (1/0) Was a non- 
factor after a training camp injury. INC 


high-motor guy, but he's 
better in a complemen- 
tary role. If the Jets 
switch to a 3-4 scheme— 
a good possibility under 
new coach Eric Mangini, 
a product of the Bill 
Belichick system—the 
need for a big nose tack- 
le becomes even greater. 
5, Cornerback. The Jets 
have been trying for 
years to find a solid 
tandem that lasts. 
Advice: Keep trying. Ty 
Law probably is gone— 
he's due a prohibitive 
option bonus in March— 
leaving David Barrett 
and Justin Miller as the 


™ 7. Tight end. The search 

' fora steady, two-way 
tight end continues. The 
Jets traded for Doug 
Jolley last year with the 
thought he'd be a pass- 
catching, seam-stretch- 
ing tight end. Fat 
chance. He's a liability 
because of his matador 
blocking, and he's not 
even that reliable as a 
receiver. Chris Baker, a 
solid run blocker, is good 
enough to start, but he’s 
a free agent. 


OUTLOOK 


Publicly, the Jets 
have said they probably 
won't take a quarterback 
with the fourth overall 
choice because of the 
money invested in 
Pennington, but it would 
be a mistake to pass on 
a quarterback who could 
step in by 2007. Mangini has a four-year 
contract and a honeymoon period, so he 
can afford to think long term. But the 
team also must rebuild an aging line, and 
drafting Ferguson would be a good way to 
start. 

Look for the Jets to focus heavily on 
offense; they also need help at running 
back, fullback, guard and tight end. But 
Mangini is a defensive-minded coach, so 
it wouldn't be smart to rule out a defen- 
sive pick at the top of the draft. A nose 
tackle tops the defensive wish list, but 
the Jets could take N.C. State defensive 
end Mario Williams at No. 4. With a new 
coach and new systems on both sides of 
the ball, nothing should be considered a 
surprise. 

—Rich Cimini, New York Daily News 
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J TEAM REPORTS 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
08 w Chad Pennington 
____ @ Brooks Bollinger 
FB @ Jerald Sowell 
@ B.J. Askew 
RB om Curtis Martin 
© Cedric Houston 
WR w Laveranues Coles 
___B Jerricho Cotchery 
WR ww Justin McCareins 
___4 Dante Ridgeway 
TE @ Chris Baker 
___ @ Doug Jolley 
UT @ Adrian Jones 
___O Steven Morley 
\G mi Pete Kendall 
@ Jonathan Goodwin 
C A Kevin Mawae 
@ Jonathan Goodwin 
RG m@ Brandon Moore 
__ Isaac Snell 
RT @ Jason Fabini 
O Marko Cavka 
DEFENSE 
LE Shaun Ellis 
@ Bryan Thomas 
NT @ James Reed 
___O Sione Pouha 
DT Dewayne Robertson 
@ Lance Legree 
RE @ John Abraham 
3 Trevor Johnson 
SLB @ Victor Hobson 
O Barry Gardner 
MLB A Jonathan Vilma 
___U Kenyatta Wright 
WLB m Eric Barton 
___O Darrell McClover 
LCB @ Justin Miller 
___O Darrien Johnson 
SS @ Kerry Rhodes 
O Oliver Celestin — 
FS gi Erik Coleman 
@ Rashad Washington 
RCB @ David Barrett 
@ Derrick Strait 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Mike Nugent 
Pm BenGraham 
AR. A Justin Miller 
PR @ Jerricho Cotchery 
1S @ James Dearth 
Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 


starters. Barrett worked 
late last season as the nickel back, and 
that might be his best spot. Miller has 
the physical skills, but he needs a lot of 
seasoning. Derrick Strait has been a 
disappointment. 
6. Guard. The team needs another 
young body to play opposite right 
guard Brandon Moore. Pete 
Kendall is a solid player and a 
good locker room presence, but he's 
getting older and could be a cap casu- 
alty. Depth is lacking, and the Jets need to 
address that in the middle rounds. 


20- to 25-carry back. The Jets need to 
start grooming another feature back, and 
Martin would be an ideal mentor in a 
part-time role. Memphis’ DeAngelo 
Williams and USC's LenDale White would 
be reaches at No. 4, but the team could 
try to trade down and take a runner. 
Cedric Houston, a rookie last year, runs 
with power, but the offense needs speed 
and breakaway ability. The Jets don't 
have a player like that on their roster. 

4. Nose tackle. The Jets don't have a 
300-pound wide-body who can clog the 
middle. James Reed is an undersized, 


The Jets had a great ‘01 
draft, but. WR Santana Moss 
(first), RB LaMont 
Jordan (second) 


a» and OT Kareem 
¢€ : McKenzie (third) 
Cc play for other 
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clubs now. They 
found a star in LB Jonathan Vilma (first, '04). DT Dewayne 
Robertson (first, '03) has been slowed by injuries. DE Bryan 
Thomas (first, 02) has become more productive each year but hasn't 
been the second coming of John Abraham that the team expected. 
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TEAM REPORTS [J 


First-round pick: 6th or 7th 


NEEDS 


1. Outside linebacker. The club 
scored a direct hit when it draft- 
ed Kirk Morrison last year. 
However, it didn't expect the 
rookie would be its most produc- 
tive linebacker. Sam Williams 
missed the season with a knee 
injury and the switches of Tyler 
Brayton and Grant Irons from 
defensive end didn't work out as 
hoped. It wouldn't be a stretch 
for the team to select Ohio 
State's A.J. Hawk, a disruptive 
pass rusher and a force against 
the run, with its first pick. 

2. Guard. Langston Walker 
missed most of last season after 
abdominal bleeding required 
season-ending surgery. His 
return remains uncertain. His 
replacement, Brad Badger, didn't 


perform as well as 
expected. Ron 
Stone, who will be 
35 when the season 
starts, is nearing 
the end of his 
career. The club 
could target Ohio 
State's Rob Sims, a 
strong player with 
quick feet, late on 
the first day. 

3. Quarterback. 
Kerry Collins’ return 
is uncertain 
because of his 
salary and uneven 
play. Even if he 
comes back, the 
club needs to find a 
long-term replace- 
ment. It's obvious 


Marques Tuiasosopo isn't the answer, and 
Andrew Walter is an unknown commodity. 
The Raiders could draft Vanderbilt's Jay 
Cutler with their first pick. If Collins does 
return or the Raiders acquire a veteran, 
they could look to take a quarterback in 


later rounds. 


4. Defensive tackle. Ted Washington and 
Warren Sapp are past their primes. 
Terdell Sands and Tommy Kelly are not 
suited for full-time duty. Look for the club 
to use at least one pick at this position— 
perhaps Texas’ Rodrique Wright in the 
second round, or Nebraska's Titus Adams 


on Day 2. 
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17th overall in 2000. It 
might take someone late 
in Day 2 to light a fire 
under Janikowski in train- 
ing camp. 


OUTLOOK 


The team traded its 
first-round pick last year 
for Randy Moss. It might 
do the same this year—it 
will have the sixth or sev- 
enth choice pending a 
coin flip—if it means 
acquiring a veteran quar- 
terback such as Daunte 
Culpepper or perhaps 
Philip Rivers. The team 
also could trade the pick 
to move up and be in 
position to draft Texas 
quarterback Vince Young. 
Beyond that, it likely will 
keep most of its picks to 
try to fill needs with 
young, cheap players. 

A lot of what the 
Raiders will do depends 
upon their decisions 
regarding Collins, free- 
agent cornerback Charles 
Woodson and the 
offensive tackle posi- 
tions—with left tackle 
Barry Sims fresh from a subpar season 
and Robert Gallery still going through 
growing pains at right tackle. Look for 
them to address their lines and most 
likely their dearth of playmaking line- 
backers early in the draft. On Day 2, count 
on the club taking gambles with high- 
risk, lesser-known players in hopes of 
scoring big the way it has in the past 
with defensive tackle Rod Coleman and 
wide receiver Ronald Curry. 

—Steve Corkran, Contra Costa Times 


Games played/started 


1. Fabian Washington, CB (16/11) 
Developed into a reliable starter. B 
2. Stanford Routt, CB (14/2) Had 
some bright, some rough spots. C+ 
3a. Andrew Walter, QB (0/0) Didn't 
play outside of exhibition games. D 
3b. Kirk Morrison, LB (16/15) Led the 
team in tackles. A 

6a. Anttaj Hawthorne, DT (2/0) 
Spent most of the season on the prac- 
tice squad, D+ 

6b. Ryan Riddle, DE/LB (12/0) Started 
slow but made progress. C 

6c. Pete McMahon, OT (0/0) Failed to 
make it on a team thin on the line. F 
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5. Defensive end, 
Derrick Burgess is a 
bona fide rush end. 
Now the team needs 
to find a comple- 
mentary end. Bobby 
Hamilton, who will 
be 35 when the sea- 
son starts, could be 
a Salary-cap casual- 
ty. The club figures 
to target someone in 
the middle rounds, such as Stanford's 
Julian Jenkins, who has good size and a 
quick first step. 


6. Tight end. Courtney Anderson has 
shown promise but has yet to establish 
himself as a consistent blocker and 
receiver. Zeron Flemister is only a 
solid No, 2 tight end. The receiv- 
ing skills and athleticism of 
Oregon's Tim Day, a likely Day 2 
choice, could catch the club's 
attention. 

7. Kicker. Sebastian Janikowski hasn't 
developed into the one-of-a-kind threat 
the club envisioned when it drafted him 


successfully rebuild their 


The Raiders have failed to 


secondary despite TOTAL PICKS 
using four first- STARTERS 
round picks on BACKUPS 
defensive backs OTHER TEAMS 


in the past five 
years. CB Fabian 
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PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B w@ Kerry Collins 
O Marques Tuiasosopo 
FB @ Zack Crockett 
U John Paul Foschi 
RB @ LaMont Jordan 
@ Zack Crockett 
WR @ Jerry Porter 
@ Ronald Curry 
WR & Randy Moss 
@ Doug Gabriel 
TE @ Courtney Anderson 
@ Zeron Flemister 
ll @ Barry Sims 
@ Chad Slaughter _ 
(G6 @ Brad Badger 
@AdamiTreu 
C  @ Jake Grove 
& Adam Trev _ 
RG @ Ron Stone 
@ Brad Badger 
RT @ Robert Gallery 
4 Corey Hulsey 
DEFENSE 
LE i Bobby Hamilton 
@ TerdellSands 
DT m@ Ted Washington 
O Anttaj Hawthorne 
DT @ Warren Sapp 
@ Tommy Kelly 
RE A Derrick Burgess 
@ Tommy Kelly — 
SLB @ Sam Williams 
4 Tyler Brayton 
MLB i Danny Clark 
@ Kirk Morrison 
WLB @ Kirk Morrison 
4 DeLawrence Grant 
LCB @ Fabian Washington 
@ Stanford Routt 
S$ 3 Derrick Gibson 
@ Jarrod Cooper 
FS @ Stuart Schweigert 
@ Renaldo Hill 
RCB @ Nnamdi Asomugha 
@ Chris Carr 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Sebastian Janikowski 
PA Shane Lechler 
KR A Chris Carr 
PR @ Chris Carr 
LS. A Adam Treu 
Aflite @ Adequate 
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Washington ('05) has tremendous speed but still is develop- 
ing. SS Derrick Gibson ('01) and CB Nnamdi Asomugha ('03) have 


underperformed. Robert Gallery (first, '04) had to be moved from left 
tackle to right tackle because he couldn't protect the QB's blind side. 


EAGLES 


First-round pick: 14th 


NEEDS 


1, Defensive end. Jevon Kearse hasn't 
lived up to the big contract he signed a 
few years ago. Trent Cole, a fifth-round 
pick last year, showed promise, but a stud 
starter and depth is needed. Penn State's 
Tamba Hali is a possibility in the first 
round, and Virginia Tech's Darryl Tapp 
would be a good option in Round 2. 

2. Outside linebacker. Keith Adams and 
Dhani Jones weren't effective last year, 
and Matt McCoy is undersized. 
Playmakers are needed in the worst way. 
If the team could find a way to package 
picks and move up in the second round, 
UTEP's Thomas Howard would be ideal. 
3. Defensive tackle. The team spent a 
first-round pick last year on Mike 
Patterson, but it stills needs help. 
Oregon's Haloti Ngata would fit 

perfectly if he fell to No. 14. A 

more likely scenario is for the 

Eagles to pick up Texas’ Rodrique 

Wright or Michigan's Gabe Watson in 

the second round. 

4. Offensive tackle. If right tackle 

Jon Runyan leaves as an unrestricted 
free agent, this position becomes a 
higher priority. Left 
tackle Tra Thomas 
is 31, coming off 
back surgery and 
carries a big cap 
number. Two young 
players, Todd 
Herremans and 
Calvin Armstrong, 
are on the roster, 
but more pedigree 
might be needed. 
Depending on what 
other players are 
available at No. 14, 
Auburn's Marcus 
McNeill could be 
the pick. 

5. Wide receiver. 
Reggie Brown is set 
at one spot, and the 
team hopes veteran 
Todd Pinkston can 
make it back from a 
ruptured Achilles’ 
tendon. If the 
Eagles don't add a 
free agent, they 
could spend a mid- 
round pick on a big 
receiver with the 


just four games. F 


Games played/started 


1. Mike Patterson, DT (16/7) Started 
strong, faded, came back, faded. C+ 
2a. Reggie Brown, WR (16/11) Led all 
rookie receivers in yards and finished 
second in receptions. B 

2b. Matt McCoy, LB (4/0) Dressed for 


3. Ryan Moats, RB (7/1) Showed 
explosive speed but is raw. C 

4a. Sean Considine, S (6/0) Shoulder 
injury ruined season. C 

4b. Todd Herremans, OT (4/4) Started 
four games and looked OK before a 
broken ankle ended his season, C 

5a. Trent Cole, DE (15/7) Played in 15 
games with limited productivity, C+ 
5b. Scott Young, G (0/0) Was on 
practice squad for three months. D 

6. Calvin Armstrong, OT (0/0) Team 
likes his potential. C- 

Ta. Keyonta Marshall, DT (1/0) Spent 
first month on practice squad and 
most of the season inactive. D 

7b. David Bergeron, LB (0/0) 
Released in camp. F 


ability to go over the middle and make 
the tough catch. Wisconsin's Jonathan 
Orr is a possibility. 

6. Tight end. Surprisingly, this position 
was ignored last year, and the team tried 
to get by with undrafted players. That 
failed. A decent No. 2 is needed behind 
starter L.J. Smith, and it would help if the 
backup could block. Ideally, the team 
would like to use a second-day pick on a 
tight end, and Oregon's Tim Day would be 
a good option. 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 
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7, Running back. Size is needed to com- 
plement the trio of Brian Westbrook, 
Ryan Moats and Josh Parry. A veteran 
makes more sense, but if the team fails to 
find a back in the free-agent market, a 
second-day pick could be used on a run- 
ning back or a fullback. 

8. Quarterback. The team usually drafts a 
quarterback every other year, and this is the 
year. Penn State's do-it-all Michael Robinson 
would be an intriguing second-day pick, 
though he might end up at receiver. If the 
team stays more conventional, Clemson's 
Charlie Whitehurst could be the guy. 


OUTLOOK 


For a team one year removed from the 
Super Bowl, the Eagles have a lot of needs. 
Fortunately, they have several picks to fill 
them. Coach Andy Reid believes in build- 

ing both lines, so look for help to come 
at defensive end, defensive tackle and 
across the offensive line. Despite 
shortcomings at linebacker, the posi- 
tion never has been a high draft priori- 
ty for Reid. The Eagles have not spent 
a first-round pick on a linebacker since 
they selected UCLAs Jerry Robinson 
in 1979. 

Wide receiver, also a need, has 
been addressed seven times by 
Reid, but with only two hits— 

Brown last year and Pinkston in 
2000. Reid isn't afraid to wheel 
and deal on draft day. In his 
seven drafts, Reid has 
engineered 15 trades and 
made at least one every 
year except in 2002, 
which coincidentally 
may have been his best 
draft. With extra picks 
this year, Reid could be 
busy again moving up 
and down the draft 
board, —Mark Eckel, 
Trenton Times 


The club wants to forget 
wasting its 01 first-round 
pick on WR Freddie 
Mitchell. It struck 
gold in 02, 
rebuilding its 
secondary with 
CB Lito Sheppard 
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PROJECTED 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B A Donovan McNabb 
O Mike McMahon 
FB Josh Parry 
2) Stephen Spach 
RB @ Brian Westbrook 
@ Ryan Moats 
WR W@ Reggie Brown 
@ Greg Lewis” 
WR w@ Todd Pinkston 
___U Billy McMullen 
TE @ LJ. Smith 
G Stephen Spach 
UT @ Tra Thomas 
@ Todd Herremans 
LG @ Adrien Clarke 
@ Artis Hicks 
C @ Jamaal Jackson 
@ Hank Fraley 
RG @ Shawn Andrews 
@ Artis Hicks 
RT A Jon Runyan 
© Calvin Armstrong 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Jevon Kearse 
U Jerome McDougle 
LT @ Darwin Walker 
@ Hollis Thomas 
RT @ Mike Patterson 
@ Sam Rayburn 
@ Trent Cole 
@ Jerome McDougle 
SLB @ Greg Richmond 
4 Jason Short 
MLB A Jeremiah Trotter 
J Mark Simoneau 
WLB @ Keith Adams 
___@ Mark Simoneau 
{CB mi Lito Sheppard 
___@ Rod Hood 
SS @ Mike Lewis 
-@ Quintin Mikell 
FS A Brian Dawkins 
@ Matt Ware 
RCB m@ Sheldon Brown 
@ Donald Strickland 
SPECIALISTS 
KW David Akers 
P @ Dirk Johnson 
KR. @ Bruce Perry 
PR A Brian Westbrook 
(SA Mike Bartrum 
Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 
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(first), SS Michael Lewis (second) and CB Sheldon Brown 
(second), and finding RB Brian Westbrook (third). The future 
looks bright with three ‘05 picks, DT Mike Patterson (first), WR Reggie 
Brown (second) and DE Trent Cole (fifth), developing into starters. 
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TEAM REPORTS (J 


“ae 


First-round pick: 32nd 


1. Wide receiver. If the team loses free 
agent Antwaan Randle El, it likely will 
take a receiver with deep speed in the 
first round because it uses a lot of four- 
wide receiver combinations and doesn't 
appear to have any other positions that 
require immediate attention. The Steelers 
have the final pick in Round 1. Miami's 
Sinorice Moss, who has excellent speed 
and solid hands, could be available then. 
2. Outside linebacker. This position is 
the focal point of the 3-4 defense. Joey 
Porter and Clark Haggans combined for 
19'/, sacks, but the team can afford to 
take a big-play outside linebacker and let 
him sit for a year or two before putting 
him in the starting lineup as a successor 
to Porter. Florida State's A.J. Nicholson 
could be available late in the second 
round. 

3. Defensive end. This is another posi- 
tion that could elevate in 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


Pittsb 


ST 


EELERS 


urgency if backup Brett Keisel, an unre- 
stricted free agent, leaves. Keisel is being 
projected as the successor to Kimo von 
Oelhoffen, 35, but von Oelhoffen has 
been playing so well that he likely will 
come back for one more season. If Keisel 
leaves, the team will be without a backup 
end who can pressure the quarterback, 
forcing it to take one in the first two 
rounds. Purdue's Ray Edwards and 
Louisville's Elvis Dumervil could be avail- 
able late in the second round. 

4. Running back. The post-Super Bowl 


Games played/started 


]. Heath Miller, TE (16/14) A reliable 
receiver and outstanding blocker. At 
2. Bryant McFadden, CB (12/1) Rarely 
was beaten as a nickel back. B+ 
3. Trai Essex, OT (6/4) Improved 
every game. Needs to get stronger. C+ 
4, Fred Gibson, WR (0/0) Failure to 
learn assignments cost him a roster 
spot. F 
5. Rian Wallace, ILB (4/0) Coaches 
like the way he moves to the ball. C 
6. Chris Kemoeatu, G (0/0) Good run 
blocker; will vie for a starting role. C 
7a. Shaun Nua, DE (0/0) Has 
a lot of raw skills and 
strength. C 
7b. Noah Herron, RB (7/0) 
Released, but could be a 
decent third-down back in 
the right offense. D 


retirement of Jerome Bettis leaves the 
backfield to starter Willie Parker and 
Duce Staley. Staley has been injured a 
lot since coming to the Steelers, and his 
lack of dependability, coupled with a 
big salary, eventually could cost him 
his job. South Florida's Andre 
Hall is small but versatile and 
tough. He likely could be 
had in the third round. 
5. Safety. Even if free- 
agent free safety Chris 
Hope returns, the club 
could use help at both safety 
positions to challenge veteran 
backups Tyrone Carter and 


Mike Logan. Hope is a ferocious hitter and 
often is asked to cover for strong safety 
Troy Polamalu when he is running all over 
the field. But he can struggle in pass cov- 
erage, which is why on Day 1 the team 
might take a free safety who can cover the 
deep half of the field. 

6. Offensive tackle. The position is good 
with starters Marvel Smith and Max 
Starks, and reserve Trai Essex, but the 
team needs to find a backup to improve 
depth. Barrett Brooks is the other reserve, 
but he is used only in goal-line situations. 
7. Punter. The club has to bring in com- 
petition for Chris Gardocki, a 15-year 
veteran. Gardocki still can get off long 
punts, and his two-step delivery is among 
the quickest in the NFL. But he has a dif- 
ficult time getting sufficient hang time 
and isn't a good directional punter. 


OUTLOOK 


The club drafted for need rather than the 
best player available last year. The formula 
was a success, so expect it to continue in 
2006, The club spent the second day of the 
2004 draft reaching for players with poten- 
tial and trying to plug them in other posi- 
tions, and the results were terrible. All five 
picks after the third round are not with the 
team. Last season, six of the eight picks 
made the opening-day roster and another 
was placed on the practice squad. 

The Steelers don't appear to have any 
urgent needs at one position, putting 
them in the enviable position of being 
able to draft a player who can sit and 
learn for at least one year. 

Nonetheless, drafting a receiver will 
be a high priority, particularly if the team 
loses Randle El. Also, expect the team to 
draft a quarterback, probably around the 
fifth round. It will need a backup to be 
ready to replace No. 2 QB Charlie Batch 
in a couple of years. 

—Gerry Dulac, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The Steelers have been a 

perfect 5-for-5 with their 
first-round picks. 

NT Casey Hampton 

('01) and SS Troy 
Polamalu ('03) 
both have Pro 
Bowl selections 


STARTERS 
BACKUPS 


on their resumes and are among the best in the league at 
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OTHER TEAMS 
OUT OF NFL 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
08 A Ben Roethlisberger 
@ Charlie Batch 
FB mt Dan Kreider 


RB mt Willie Parker 
@ Duce Staley 
WR A Hines Ward 
@ Quincy Morgan 
WR w Cedrick Wilson 
___@ Antwaan Randle El 
TE @ Heath Miller 
@ Jerame Tuman 
{Ts Marvel Smith 
© Trai Essex 
LG A Alan Faneca 
B Chris Kemoeatu 
C A Jeff Hartings 
@ Chukky Okobi 
RG @ Chris Kemoeatu 
@ Kendall Simmons 
@ Max Starks 
J Barrett Brooks 
DEFENSE 
@ Aaron Smith 
@ Travis Kirschke 
A Casey Hampton 
© Chris Hoke 
RE @ Kimo von Oelhoffen 
@ Brett Keisel 
OLB A Joey Porter 
__O Andre Frazier 
ILB m@ James Farrior 
@ Clint Kriewaldt 
IB om Larry Foote 
@ Rian Wallace 
OLB @ Clark Haggans 
@ James Harrison 
LCB om Ike Taylor 
® Ricardo Colclough 
SSA Troy Polamalu 
@ Tyrone Carter 
FS @ Mike Logan 
OF Russell Stuvaints 
RCB m@ Bryant McFadden 
@ Deshea Townsend 
SPECIALISTS 
K_ @ Jeff Reed 
P_ @ Chris Gardocki 
KR @ Quincy Morgan 
PR & Antwaan Randle El 
\S_ @ Greg Warren 
Aflite @ Adequate 
HB Solid Fringe 
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their positions. QB Ben Roethlisberger ('04) has exceeded 
expectations, RG Kendall Simmons ('02) has been solid in the running 


game and TE Heath Miller ('05) has a bright future. 


First-round pick: 11th 


NEEDS 


1. Safety. The cupboard almost 
is bare at this position. Srong 
safety Adam Archuleta is a free 
agent, and free safety Mike 
Furrey, a converted wide 
receiver, doesn't look like a 


long-term solution. 


Oshiomogho Atogwe and 
Jerome Carter didn't distin- 
guish themselves as rookies. 
Texas’ Michael Huff is the most 
highly regarded safety, though 
Virginia Tech's Jimmy Williams 
could be an option if scouts 
decide he would be a better fit 
there than at cornerback, 


where he played at 
Virginia Tech. Both 
of those players 
might be off the 
board when the 
Rams pick in the 
first round. Second- 
round options 
include USC's 
Darnell Bing and 
South Carolina's 

Ko Simpson, 

2. Linebacker. This 
position has been a 
revolving door in 
recent years, and the 
Rams can't seem to 
fix the problem. 
Middle linebacker 
Chris Claiborne and 
outside linebacker 
Dexter Coakley were 
disappointments last 
season even before 
they landed on 
injured reserve. 
Because Coakley 
might retire and 
there are several 
outside linebackers 
worthy of being cho- 
sen in the top half of 
the first round, the 
team could go that 
direction in Round 1. 
The Rams would have 


Games played/started 


Alex Barron, RT (12/11) Stopped 
the bleeding at a troublesome spot. B 
2. Ronald Bartell, CB (10/7) Came a 
long way—but still is very raw. C 

3a. Oshiomogho Atogwe, S (12/0) 
Largely became a forgotten man after 
special teams miscues in Week 1. D 
3b. Richie Incognito, G (0/0) 
Shouldn't have been drafted this high 
because he had kneecap injury. INC 
4a. Jerome Carter, S (14/2) Didn't live 
up to his reputation as a hard hitter. C- 
4b. Claude Terrell, G (14/10) Needs to 
work on his pass blocking but was a 
pleasant surprise. B 

5. Jerome Collins, TE (3/0) Played 
defense in college. Spent most of the 
season on the practice squad. D 

6a. Dante Ridgeway, WR (7/0) Was 
cut, then caught on with Jets. D 

6b. Reggie Hodges, P (8/0) Handed 
job but was cut after five games. 
Signed with Eagles, who also cut him. F 
Ta. Ryan Fitzpatrick, QB (4/3) Thrown 
into tough spot and struggled. Led 
miracle comeback vs. Houston. B- 

7b. Madison Hedgecock, FB (16/7) 
Won a starting job and held his own 
as a blocker. Bt 


complement to 
avoid the constant 
double-teams and 
chip blocks he 
faces. The Rams 
must decide 
whether Anthony 
Hargrove's 
improved play late 
in the season indi- 
cates he has 
arrived. If not, they 
need another end 
who can contribute 
right away. 
Mathias Kiwanuka 
of Boston College 
and Tamba Hali of 
Penn State could 
be considered in 
the first round. 
4. Cornerback. 
Jerametrius Bulter 
missed last season 
with 2 knee injury, 
and Travis Fisher 
missed 14 games 
because of 
injuries 
over the 
past two 


build their defense through 


State's Anwar Phillips are second-round 
options. 

5. Tight end. Some mock drafts have the 
Rams taking Vernon Davis of Maryland in 
the first round. That might not be a 
stretch. Brandon Manumaleuna has been 
a disappointment, and Jerome Collins 
needs to improve dramatically. Former 
coach Mike Martz rarely used tight ends 
in the passing game; new coach Scott 
Linehan’s track record as a coordinator 
shows he does. 

6. Guard/center. Help is needed inside, 
whether it's in the form of a guard, center 
or swingman. By the start of next season, 
center Andy McCollum will be 36 and 
right guard Adam Timmerman will be 35, 
and both have shown signs of breaking 
down, Larry Turner and Richie Incognito 
are unproven. The Rams won't address 
this area early but could add a prospect 
later. 

7. Defensive tackle. The underrated Ryan 
Pickett and the underachieving Damione 
Lewis are scheduled to be free agents. 
That leaves only Jimmy Kennedy. The 
team will try to sign a free agent; if not, 
this position shoots up the list of draft 
needs, 


OUTLOOK 


The nucleus of the offense remains 
better than most teams’. The defense is 
another matter. New coordinator Jim 
Haslett inherits a group that was 
porous against the run, had trouble 
shedding blocks and probably had the 
league's worst-tackling secondary. 

The Rams desperately need play- 
makers on defense, so they figure to 
make lots of defensive picks. The wis- 
est strategy would be to take the best 
defensive player available at No. 11— 
and stick with that trend through the 
middle rounds. 

—Jim Thomas, St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


The Rams have failed to 


the draft. S Adam 
Archuleta (first, 
'01) and DTs 
Damione Lewis 
(first, 01), Ryan 
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(5) TEAM REPORTS 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
08 @ Marc Bulger 
O Ryan Fitzpatrick 
FB @ Madison Hedgecock 
@ Chris Massey 
@ Steven Jackson 
@ Marshall Faulk 
WR A Torry Holt 
@ Shaun McDonald 
WR W@ Isaac Bruce 
@ Kevin Curtis 
TE @ Brandon Manumaleuna 
_O Jerome Collins 
lA Orlando Pace 
O Matt Morgan 
G6 @ Claude Terrell 
___O Larry Turner 
Cm Andy McCollum 
Q Larry Turner 
RG @ Adam Timmerman 
O Richie Incognito 
RT @ Alex Barron 
@ Blaine Saipaia 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Leonard Little 
@ Tyoka Jackson 
DT @ Ryan Pickett 
U Brian Howard 
DT @ Jimmy Kennedy 
@ Damione Lewis 
RE @ Anthony Hargrove 
@ Brandon Green 
SLB @ Dexter Coakley 
O Brandon Chillar 
MLB @ Chris Claiborne 
@ Trev Faulk 
WLB @ Pisa Tinoisamoa 
O Drew Wahtroos 
{CB m@ Jerametrius Butler 
@ Corey ivy 
SS @ Adam Archuleta 
@ Jerome Carter 
FS. @ Mike Furrey 
@ (Oshiomogho Atogwe 
RCB @ Travis Fisher 
@ DeJuan Groce 
SPECIALISTS 
K__A Jeff Wilkins 


KR 3 Aveion Cason 

PR © Dane Looker 

LS A Chris Massey 
Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid OFringe 
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to trade up for Ohio State's A.J. Hawk, but 
they could be in position for lowa’s Chad 
Greenway or Alabama's DeMeco Ryans. 
Ohio State's Bobby Carpenter might be a 
second-round option. 

3. Defensive end, Leonard Little needs a 


seasons. Aggressive playmakers 
and sound tacklers are needed. A 
player such as Virginia Tech's 
Williams or Clemson's Tye Hill could be a 
good fit in the first round, and Florida 
State's Antonio Cromartie and Penn 


Pickett (first, '01) 
and Jimmy Kennedy (first, '03) all have been underachievers. 
The bright side is they found the future of their offense in 
RB Steven Jackson (first, '04) and WRs Kevin Curtis (third, ‘03) and 
Shaun McDonald (fourth, ‘03). 
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First-round pick: 19th 


NEEDS 


1. Safety. The front seven often was frus- 
trated in 2005 by safeties giving up too 
many big plays. Bhawoh Jue will be a 
better fit to run the secondary in his sec- 
ond season with the team, but concerns 
remain about whether Terrence Kiel can 
make plays over the middle. A first-day 
pick should be brought in to challenge 


San Diego 


CHARGERS 


to go later in the first round, such as USC's 
Winston Justice or Auburn's Marcus 
McNeill. Otherwise, tackle might be a sec- 
ond-round investment—perhaps Miami's 
Eric Winston, if he slips that far—or later. 
4. Wide receiver. No. | receiver Keenan 
McCardell, 36, shows no signs of aging, 
but the Chargers need to think about who 
is going to replace him. If Ohio State's 
Santonio Holmes is around at No. 19 and 


the team doesn't think it would get good 
value with one of the defensive backs 
available, it could take him. The team 
also could look at Arizona State's Derek 
Hagan on Day 1. Hagan lacks speed but 
has good size and strength. 

5. Defensive tackle. Jamal Williams is 
one of the NFLs top nose tackles, but he'll 
be in his ninth season in 2006. A second- 
day pick—ideally someone like Williams 
with the size and strength to clog the 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B m Drew Brees 
_ @ Philip Rivers 
FB A Lorenzo Neal 
@ Andrew Pinnock 
RB A LaDainian Tomlinson 
___@ Michael Turner 
WR @ Eric Parker 
@ Kassim Osgood _ 
WR m@ Keenan McCardell 
@ Vincent Jackson _ 
TE & Antonio Gates 
_ @ Justin Peelle 
LT @ Roman Oben 
___ @ Leander Jordan 
LG m Kris Dielman 


Kiel and Clinton Hart—or perhaps to : middle and occupy multiple blockers— ___ @ Bob Hallen 
make Jue uneasy. The club has looked at ; could be brought in to learn under C i Nick Hardwick 
hybrid players such as Texas’ Michael 2005 DRAFT Williams. @ Bob Hallen 


Huff, who might play safety or corner, but 
it's unlikely Huff will be available with the 
19th overall pick. South Carolina’s Ko 
Simpson could be sneaking up the board, 
and his ability to play the ball could 
excite the team enough to take him high. 
2. Cornerback. Another year will be 
invested in Quentin Jammer and 
Drayton Florence. But there are ques- 
tions as to whether Florence is as good 
as the team hoped when it drafted him 
in the second round in 2003. The team 
also needs a nickel in case free agent 
Jamar Fletcher signs elsewhere. The 
club might become enamored of Virginia 
Tech's Jimmy Williams, though he'll like- 
ly be gone by the time it picks. Ohio 
State's Ashton Youboty is an outstand- 
ing athlete who should be a late first- 
round selection. 

3. Offensive tackle. Roman Oben, 33, is 
expected to fully recover from foot sur- 
gery and would be the best option for 
2006, but even in a perfect world, he'll 
need to be replaced soon. So the team 
had better not miss like it did with two of 
its three O-line selections last year. If the 
secondary players available at No. 19 
are not enticing for a 
first-round pick, the 
team could take one 
of a bounty of 
tackles expected 


Games played/started 


Ja. Shawne Merriman, OLB (15/10) 
Played ferociously and led all rookies 
with 10 sacks. A 

Tb. Luis Castillo, DE (16/15) Was 
playing like a veteran by midseason. A 
2. Vincent Jackson, WR (8/0) Limited 
by injuries but showed potential. C+ 
4. Darren Sproles, RB (15/0) A more- 
than-adequate kickoff returner but a 
liability fielding punts. B- 

5. Wesley Britt, OT (0/0) Didn't make 
it to the regular season. F 

6. Wes Sims, G (1/0) Graduated from 
the practice squad six weeks into the 
season. D 

7. Scott Mruczkowski, G/C (6/0) Staff 
sees promise in this hard worker. C 


6. Linebacker. The team has a wealth of 
depth, right down to the pleasant sur- 
prise of undrafted free agent Marques 
Harris in 2005. But age and possible 
free-agent losses could prompt it to take 
a linebacker if the right player is avail- 
able on Day 2. 


OUTLOOK 


G.M. A.J. Smith is not afraid to deal 
picks. There always is the possibility the 
club will trade up from its No. 19 spot to 
get the safety/cornerback—such as Huff 
or Williams—it covets. But that likely 
would be a small jump in the order and 
not into the top 10. 

If the team stays at No. 19, it likely 
will enter the draft with the mind-set 
that it has needs but not such glaring 
ones it couldn't go with the best available 
player in the first round. Should the safe- 
ty the Chargers want not be available, 
they might shift to cornerback, offensive 
tackle, receiver or even another position 
for its top selection. 

With a mostly young and talented 
team, Smith can focus on the future at 
positions such as receiver and defensive 
tackle and look to build depth at those 
spots with later picks. 

—Kevin Acee, San Diego Union-Tribune 


RGB Mike Goff 
___ @ Scott Mruczkowksi 
RT @ Shane Olivea 
O Cory Lekkerkerker 
DEFENSE 
LE wt Luis Castillo 
O Derreck Robinson 
DT & Jamal Williams 
___ @ Jacques Cesaire 
RT @ Igor Olshansky 
@ Jacques Cesaire. 
OLB A Shawne Merriman 
___@ Shaun Phillips 
ILB A Donnie Edwards 
___@ Matt Wilhelm 
ILB. @ Randall Godfrey 
B Stephen Cooper _ 
OLB m@ Steve Foley _ 
___@ Marques Harris 
LCB m@ Quentin Jammer 
___@ Jamar Fletcher 
SS @ Clinton Hart 
___ @ Terrence Kiel 
FS @ Bhawoh Jue 
@ Hanik Milligan 
RCB i@ Drayton Florence 
@ Sammy Davis 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Nate Kaeding 


P_B Mike Scifres 
KR @ Darren Sproles 
PR_ @ Darren Sproles 


LS A David Binn 


A Elite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 


The Chargers have made 
good use of picks acquired 
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in trades in recent pide — ; : ; “ z 

years; Pro Bowl 
<pk OLB Shawne BACKUPS 13 5 5 4 
- Merriman (first, OTHERTEAMS 2 1 0 2 1 
A- WHicincoaes OUTOFNFL 3 3 0 0 0 


example. LE Luis 
Castillo (first, 05) also acquitted himself well as a rookie, 
starting opposite RE Igor Olshansky (second, '04). The 2004 
class yielded two starters in the offensive line: C Nick Hardwick 


(third) and RT Shane Olivea (seventh), 
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San Francisco 


49ERS 


First-round pick: 6th or 7th 


NEEDS 


1, Defensive end. Bryant Young is 34 and 
has played 12 seasons, and the 49ers are 
desperate for an impact pass rusher such 
as N.C, State's Mario Williams, who could 
exert pressure off the edge. Penn State's 
Tamba Hali also could help juice up a 
pass rush that failed to consistently pres- 
sure quarterbacks. 

2. Tight end. Lack of production from the 
position was glaring last season, and with 
Eric Johnson's injury history, the 49ers 
will make tight end one of their top prior- 
ities. Maryland's Vernon Davis, UCLA 
Marcedes Lewis or Colorado's Joe 
Klopfenstein 
would fit their 
need for a pass- 
catching tight 
end. 

3. Outside 
linebacker, With 
free agent Julian 
Peterson likely 
to leave, the 
49ers will try to 
shore up their 
depth, probably 
in the middle 
rounds. 
Stanford's Jon 
Alston and 
Virginia Tech's 
James Anderson 
are among the 
outside lineback- 
ers who still 
could be around 
in the third or 
fourth round, 

4. Cornerback. 
Injuries and a 
lack of continu- 
ity left the cor- 


is a concern. Bt 


starter. B 


nerbacks problems in Week 2. D 
vulnerable to big 7d. Billy Bajema, TE (15/7) Is a solid 
plays. Adding blocker but has marginal speed. C+ 


players with size 

and speed would 

help eliminate 

some of the mismatches that character- 
ized the cornerback play last season, 
Penn State's Anwar Phillips or Alan 
Zemaitis could fill this need. 

5. Safety. The team lacks a settled starter 
at free safety—three players started at that 
position last year—and strong safety Tony 
Parrish is coming off a leg fracture, so the 
49ers figure to draft a safety at some point. 


2005 DRAFT 


Games played/started 


1. Alex Smith, QB (9/7) Passing accu- 
racy, ball security and poor decision 
making are concerns. D 

2. David Baas, G (13/5) Flashed pow- 
erful drive-blocking skills despite a 
pulled hamstring. C+ 

3a. Frank Gore, RB (14/1) Led team in 
rushing with 608 yards, but durability 


3b. Adam Snyder, OT (16/8) Brought 
stability to left tackle position. A- 

5a. Ronald Fields, DL (4/0) Joined 
rotation near end of the season. C- 
5b. Rasheed Marshall, WR (12/0) Had 
problems holding onto the ball. D 

6. Derrick Johnson, CB (14/5) Made 
an impact as a nickel back and spot 


Ta. Daven Holly, CB (3/0) Was let go 
in training camp; signed with Bears. F 
7b, Marcus Maxwell, WR (4/0) Played 
some on special teams. No catches. D 
Tc. Patrick Estes, OT (7/0) Barely 
played after having pass-protection 


6. Wide receiver. 
Brandon Lloyd has 
great hands and 
Arnaz Battle is a 
physical receiver 
willing to go over the 
middle, but the team 
needs a speedster 
who can stretch the 
field and open 
underneath routes. 
There is a big drop- 
off behind the 
starters, so depth is 
a key issue. 
7. Guard/center. 
Depth on the interior 
line became thin 
when Jeremy 
Newberry had knee 
surgery and Eric 
Heitmann had to 
replace him. The 
49ers likely will pur- 
sue a guard or 
center, especially 
if they don't sign a free agent. 
Their scouts believe the draft is 
deep in interior linemen. 
8. Running back. The 49ers 
appear well-stocked at this posi- 
tion, with Frank Gore, Kevan Barlow 
and Maurice Hicks. The team likely will 
draft a back only if someone they like 
falls to them late. 


Listen to Sporting News Radio: radio.sportingnews.com 


Johnson (seventh, 
<pk ‘01), WR Brandon 
e Lloyd (fourth, 
C- '03) and 
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9, Fullback. Fred Beasley and Chris 
Hetherington are both pending free 
agents. The team likely will re-sign 
Hetherington and look for a young backup 
in the draft. 


OUTLOOK 


With needs almost everywhere—they 
ranked last in the league in offense and 
defense in 2005—the 49ers can embrace 
the concept of taking the best available 
player. Quarterback, which they addressed 
by taking Alex Smith with the top pick a 
year ago, is the only position where they 
will steer clear. 

Defensive end and tight end are posi- 
tions that could produce the team’s first 
or second pick. The team figures to add a 
linebacker, cornerback, safety and wide 
receiver later in the draft. 


—Dennis Georgatos, San Jose Mercury News 


To their credit, the 49ers 
have found some Day 2 con- 
tributors in TE Eric 


BACKUPS 


WR Arnaz Battle 


OTHERTEAMS 2 1 
OUTOFNFL 3 6 


OFFENSE 
0B @ Alex Smtih 
_© Ken Dorsey 
FB. @ Chris Hetherington 
__@ Terry Jackson __ 
RB m@ Frank Gore 
__@ Kevan Barlow 
WR @ Arnaz Battle 
___U Jason McAddley _ 
WR @ Brandon Lloyd 
___U Rasheed Marshall 
TE @ Eric Johnson 
___ @ Billy Bajema 
lt @ Jonas Jennings 
O Patrick Estes 
16 @ Justin Smiley 
@ Eric Heitmann 
C @ Jeremy Newberry 
___ @ Eric Heitmann 
RG @ David Baas 
-@ Eric Heitmann 
RT Adam Snyder 
O Kwame Harris 
DEFENSE 
LE A Bryant Young 
O Ronald Fields 
NT @ Anthony Adams 
__@ Isaac Sopoaga 
RE @ Marques Douglas 
OLB @ Brandon Moore 
@ Corey Smith 
ILB A Derek Smith 
___O Jim Maxwell 
ILB mt Jeff Ulbrich 
___O Jim Maxwell 
OLB @ Andre Carter 
___ @ Corey Smith 
(CB @ Derrick Johnson 
__@ Mike Adams _ 
$$ m@ Tony Parrish 
@ Ben Emanuel _ 
FS @ Keith Lewis 
@ Mike Adams 
RCB m Shawntae Spencer 
S Mike Rumph 
SPECIALISTS 
K__ A Joe Nedney 
Pi Andy Lee 
KR om Maurice Hicks 
PR © Rasheed Marshall 
LS_é Brian Jennings _ 
Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 
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(sixth, 03). However, WR Rashaun Woods (first, '04) appears 
to be a bust and QB Alex Smith (first, '05) needs to improve 
quickly after throwing only one touchdown pass and 11 interceptions 


in nine games. Their young offensive linemen need to step up. 
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TEAM REPORTS (J 


First-round pick: 31st 


NEEDS 


1, Defensive end. It seems like the 
Seahawks always are looking for a speed 
rusher—but so are many teams. The club 
definitely is satisfied with the relentless 
efforts of veteran DEs Grant Wistrom and 
Bryce Fisher, signed as free agents the 
past two years. But the coaches still 


would like to have a player who couldbe ff 

explosive and productive coming off the | 

edge. Penn State's Tamba Hali and 8 

Virginia Tech’s Darryl Tapp have the work = & 

ethic Seahawks president | one towie 
Tim Ruskell demands : 

and could be available 

when the Seahawks pick 2005 DRAFT 

31st in the first round. pipes pareve 


2. Running back. This 
need will fall down the 
list if the club can 
re-sign free agents 
Shaun Alexander and/or 
Maurice Morris. But if 
Alexander leaves, 
obtaining a running 
back could become the 
top priority. If the need 
is there and Minnesota's 
Laurence Maroney falls 


1. Chris Spencer, C (8/0) Robbie 
Tobeck had his best season in 2008, 
but Spencer is the future center. B 

2. Lofa Tatupu, MLB (16/16) Led the 
team in tackles, became the leader of 
the defense and rarely left the field. A 
3a. David Greene, QB (0/0) Inactive all 
season; didn't impress in practice. D 
3b. Leroy Hill, OLB (15/9) Began '05 
as a situational player but ended it as 
a defensive standout. B 

4. Ray Willis, RT (6/0) Has the skills 


Even if these 
three receivers 
return and are 
healthy, the 
passing game 
needs an infu- 
sion of speed 
and youth. 

5. Defensive 


to the end of the first to develop into a starter but was tackle. The four- 
round, he would be a blocked by veteran Sean Locklear. B man rotation of 
good value. 5. Jeb Huckeba, DE (0/0) Spent the Chuck Darby, 


Rocky Bernard, 
Marcus Tubbs 
and Craig Terrill 
played well last 
season. But 
Bernard, who 
had a career- 
high 8’ /sacks, 
is a free agent. 


3. Safety. Depending on 
Ken Hamlin’ ability to 
return from the head 
injuries he suffered at 
midseason, the 
Seahawks could be 
searching for a starter. If 
not, they at least will 
look to add quality 


season on I.R., but the coaches like 
his pass-rushing potential. INC 

6. Tony Jackson, FB (0/0) Didn't make 
team out of training camp. F 

7a. Cornelius Wortham, LB (8/0) 
Made a few special teams plays after 
promotion from practice squad. C- 

7b. Doug Nienhuis, G (7/0) Was on 
the practice squad before the Jets 


has a couple of good, versatile prospects 
on hand—tackle Ray Willis and center 
Chris Spencer—but coach Mike Holmgren 
believes you never can have too many 
quality linemen. 


OUTLOOK 


Ideally, the Seahawks will continue to 
upgrade their defense on the first day of 
the draft and add good athletes who can 
fill needs on the second day. But that 
could change, depending on what hap- 
pens with the team’s free agents. 
Re-signing its own players is the team's 
first priority each year, but it could lose a 
few key players and be forced to look to 
the draft to replace them. Ruskell is will- 
ing to obtain players who don't have 
great measureables if they can play. 
Ruskell also wants players with good 
character, so don't expect the team to 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B A Matt Hasselbeck 
__@ Seneca Wallace 
FB og Mack Strong 
__S Leonard Weaver 
RB A Shaun Alexander 
___@ Maurice Morris 
WR wi Darrell Jackson 
___& Joe Jurevicius 
WR @ Bobby Engram 
@ Peter Warrick 
TE @ Jerramy Stevens 
___ @ Ryan Hannam 
{TA Walter Jones 
‘O Wayne Hunter 
LG A Steve Hutchinson 
_@ Floyd Womack 
Cw Robbie Tobeck 
___@ Chris Spencer 
RG mi Chris Gray 
___@ Floyd Womack 
RT @ Sean Locklear 
O Ray Willis 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Bryce Fisher 
-@ Rodney Bailey 
LT wi Chuck Darby 
@ Craig Terrill 
RT i Rocky Bernard 
___@ Marcus Tubbs 
RE @ Grant Wistrom 
O Joe Tafoya 
SLB @ D.D. Lewis 
Jamie Sharper __ 
MLB A Lofa Tatupu 
@ Niko Koutouvides 
WLB m@ Leroy Hill 
@ Kevin Bentley 
LCB m@ Andre Dyson 
_@ Kelly Herndon 
SS @ Michael Boulware 
FS. @ Marquand Manuel 
O Etric Pruitt. 


RCB m@ Marcus Trufant 
© Jordan Babineaux 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Josh Brown 
Pm Tom Rouen 
KR_@ Josh Scobey _ 
PR 3 Peter Warrick 


depth. Marquand signed him to their active roster. F A wide-bodied move up in the draft to take a player who \S_m J.P. Darche 
Manvel stepped in and run stuffer has character questions. Aflite @ Adequate 
played well for Hamlin, would be useful, —Clare Farnsworth, Seattle Post-Intelligencer Solid O Fringe 
but that move cost the but that type of 


Seahawks one of their best special teams 
players. South Carolina's Ko Simpson has 
plenty of upside and would be a nice 
pickup if he fell to the team late in the 
second round, Purdue's Bernard Pollard 
and Alabama's Charlie Peprah could be 
options in the third or fourth round. 

4. Wide receiver. The Seahawks were 
forced to play nine games without Darrell 
Jackson and three without Bobby 
Engram. They were fortunate to have Joe 
Jurevicius, who responded with career 
highs in receptions (55) and touchdowns 
(10). But he is 31 and is a free agent. 
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player recently has been almost as tough 
to find in the draft as a speed rusher. 

6. Linebacker. This becomes a higher pri- 
ority if Jamie Sharper doesn't make a full 
recovery from a staph infection that 
forced him to miss the second 

half of the season and the play- 
offs. Even with Sharper back, the 
defense could use another 

young, playmaking linebacker like 
Lofa Tatupu and Leroy Hill. 

7. Offensive line. |f the team can't retain 
free-agent left guard Steve Hutchinson, 
this will become a greater need. The team 


Seattle’s recent draft 
success primarily has been 
on defense. The sec- 


ondary was solidi- 
<pk fied with 
He } SS Michael 
B- 


Boulware (sec- 
ond, '04) and 
CB Marcus Trufant (first, '03). LBs Lofa Tatupu (second, ‘05) 
and Leroy Hill (third, 05) played big roles last season. But 
WR Koren Robinson (first, 01) was a bust and TE Jerramy Stevens 


'01 '02 '03 '04 '05 
9 


(first, 02) only now is becoming a viable weapon in the passing game. 


First-round pick: 23rd 


NEEDS 


1. Guard. The team found a keeper in last 
year’s draft—left guard Dan Buenning— 
but needs to get bigger and more physi- 
cal on the right side. Sean Mahan, last 
years starter, is best suited to play cen- 
ter. Jeb Terry (6-5, 311) has 
good size but wasn't good 
enough last year to beat out 
Mahan. Oklahoma's Davin 
Joseph plays with leverage ‘Iss 


2005 DRAFT 


Games played/started 


1. Cadillac Williams, RB (14/14) Could 
become one of the NFLs elite backs is 
he can avoid nagging injuries. A 
2. Barrett Ruud, MLB (16/0) Still seen 
as heir apparent to Shelton Quarles. C 
3a. Alex Smith, TE (16/10) Got more 
involved as the season progressed. B 
3b. Chris Colmer, OT (0/0) Struggled 
with the switch to the right side. D 
4. Dan Buenning, G (16/16) Arguably 
the team’s most consistent lineman. A 
5a. Donte Nicholson, S (9/0) Didn't 
warrant the fifth-round selection. D 
5b. Larry Brackins, WR (0/0) Bucs 
knew ‘05 would be a learning year. C 
6. Anthony Bryant, DT (4/0) Earned 
playing time in special situations. C 
Ta. Rick Razzano, FB (1/0) Substance- 
abuse violation jeopardized his future. F 
7b, Paris Warren, WR (0/0) Bucs hope 
he'll challenge for playing time in ‘06. C 
7c. Hamza Abdullah, S (1/0) Broncos 
signed him off the practice squad. D 
7d. J.R. Russell, WR (0/0) Still in the 
Bucs’ plans but must make a move. D 


and has long arms. The team could grab 
him early on Day 1. 

2. Offensive tackle. Starters Anthony 
Davis and Kenyatta Walker were adequate 
last season, but the team believes it can 
do better. At the least, it needs to 
improve its depth. Look for the team to 
add at least one tackle. If Auburn's 
Marcus McNeill falls to the No. 23 spot, 
the Bucs likely would grab him. 

3. Defensive tackle. Anthony McFarland 
made few splash plays last season. As the 
under tackle, McFarland plays one of the 
most important positions in the team's 
cover 2 scheme. His job is to draw dou- 
ble-teams, but he rarely does. The team 


JCCANEERS 


needs to look for a replacement. The 
team likely will take a defensive tackle no 
sooner than the second round and could 
look at Virginia Tech's Jonathan Lewis, 
who is strong with good instincts. It also 
could take Georgia's Gerald Anderson, a 
wide-body run stuffer, later in the draft. 
4. Defensive end. Simeon Rice is getting 


pricey and Greg Spires has struggled to 
deliver splash plays. The team needs to 
prepare for when one or both will be 
gone. It could plug Dewayne White into 
one spot, but White has yet to prove he's 
an every-down player. The best bet might 
be to use an early pick on an end. N.C. 
State's Manny Lawson might be a good 
pickup in the second round. 

5. Outside linebacker. The team lacks 
depth at both spots, so it will use the 
draft to fill gaps. It doesn't require 

great size in its linebackers, but it 


ing-caliber player, and the group is thin 
beyond that. The team will look for a 
physical corner who also could play safety 
if needed, 


OUTLOOK 


The good news for a club picking 23rd 
overall is that it doesn't need immediate 
help. The starters are set 
at just about every spot 
but the offensive line. 

The team will concen- 
trate mostly on adding 
quality depth by going 
for players it can mold 
over the next couple of 
years. Early in the draft, 
it probably will look for 
the best available offen- 
sive or defensive line- 
man, and then the best 
available athlete. 
Running back isn’t an 
immediate need, but the 
team probably will look 
on the second day for the 
player who eventually 
could replace Michael 
Pittman as Cadillac 
Williams’ backup. It also 
might look in the later 
rounds for another full- 
back prospect to push 
Rick Razzano. 

The team has enough 
picks that it can gamble 
with one or two of the 
= later choices and try to 
m= get a game-breaking spe- 

cialist. Most of this year's 
picks likely will get the majority of their 
snaps on special teams, so in the later 
rounds the team will lean toward players 
who can help in that area. That means 
drafting linebackers and defensive backs. 
—Roy Cummings, Tampa Tribune 


wants them to be fast and tech- x ie 


nically sound. The team could 
look at Tennessee's Omar 

Gaither, who has great speed and 
agility but is undersized, on Day 2. 
6. Cornerback. The team has two superb 
starters in Ronde Barber and Brian Kelly, 
but nickel back Juran Bolden isn't a start- 


TSN's fantasy games and content: fantasygames.sportingnews.com/nfl 
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ROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
08 m Chris Simms 
___W@ Brian Griese 
FB @ Mike Alstott 
__Q Jameel Cook 
RB a Cadillac Williams 
___@ Michael Pittman 
WR & Joey Galloway 
__4) Edell Shepherd _ 
WR mi Michael Clayton 
__@ Ike Hilliard 
TE @ Alex Smith 
___@ Anthony Becht 
LT @ Anthony Davis 
_O Todd Steussie 
LG m@ Dan Buenning 
2 Scott Jackson 
C  @ John Wade 
@ Sean Mahan __ 
RG @ Sean Mahan 
Q Jeb Terry 
RT @ Kenyatta Walker 
O Chris Colmer 
DEFENSE 
LE @ Greg Spires 
@ Dewayne White 
DT @ Anthony McFarland 
@ Ellis Wyms 
NT @ Chris Hovan 
__ Anthony Bryant 
RE & Simeon Rice 
___@ Dewayne White 
SLB m@ Ryan Nece 
_ Marquis Cooper 
MLB m@ Shelton Quarles 
__O Barrett Ruud _ 
WLB A Derrick Brooks 
O Marquis Cooper 
LCB a Brian Kelly 
Torrie Cox 
$$ mi Jermaine Phillips 
__@ Kalvin Pearson _ 
FS mi Dexter Jackson 
@WillAllen 
RCB A Ronde Barber 
@ Juran Bolden 
SPECIALISTS 
K__@ Matt Bryant _ 
P__& Josh Bidwell _ 
ARM Michael Pittman 
PR @ Mark Jones 
IS a Dave Moore 
Aflite @ Adequate 
Solid Fringe 


TEAM REPORTS (J 
Tennessee 


First-round pick: 3rd 


1. Quarterback. Now is the time to go 
after the next franchise quarterback. Even 
if Steve McNair comes back in 2006, he's 


not expected to play for much longer. 


Billy Volek is a more-than-capable 
backup who could be traded, and it's too 
early to judge Matt Mauck, the No. 3 
quarterback. With the No. 3 pick, the 
Titans would be in position to draft 
Texas’ Vince Young or USC's Matt 
Leinart. They also could trade down and 
grab Vanderbilt's Jay Cutler. 

2. Middle linebacker. The club needs to 
get faster here. Brad Kassell, last year’s 
starter, is a free agent and won't be 
back; he doesn't have the speed the 
team wants in coverage. Rob Reynolds 
has made strides but is relatively 


untested, UTEP’s 
Thomas Howard 
could play inside 
and has a good 
combination of 
size and speed. He 
would be a good 
pickup if he's still 
available early in 
the second round. 
3. Wide receiver. 
Drew Bennett is a 
productive NFL 
receiver, but the 
team needs consis- 
tent help on the 
opposite side. 
Tyrone Calico, a 
second-round pick 
in 2003, has been 
a disappointment. 
The club drafted 
three receivers last 
year, but the best 
of the bunch, 
Brandon Jones, is 
a question mark 
for the start of the 
season because of 
a knee injury. Look 
for the club to take 
a receiver early in 
Day 2. 


4. Safety. Tank Williams and Lamont 
Thompson were asked to do a lot because 
the team started two rookie cornerbacks, 
but most of the time they didn't do 
enough. Second-year safety Vincent Fuller 
is athletic but he missed most his raokie 
season with an ankle injury. Florida 
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MICHAEL McNAMARA / TSN 


Games played/started 


1, Pacman Jones, CB (15/13) Has 
good skills, but there's a lot of room 
for improvement. B- 

2. Michael Roos, OT (16/16) Showed 
versatility by playing both tackle 
spots. A 

3a. Courtney Roby, WR (13/5) Needs 
to develop chemistry with the QB. C 
3b. Brandon Jones, WR (10/8) Injury 
cut short a promising rookie season. B 
4a. Vincent Fuller, S (2/0) Has upside 
but was lost for the year in Week 2. C 
4b. David Stewart, OT (0/0) Remains 
a work in progress. D 

4c. Roydell Williams, WR (10/2) 
Showed big-play potential. C 

5a. Damien Nash, RB (3/0) Needs to 
protect the ball better. D 

5b. Daniel Loper, OT (0/0) Also a 
work in progress. D 

6. Bo Scaife, TE (16/5) Dependable 
receiver and was among the team's 
best at breaking tackles. B+ 

7, Reynaldo Hill, CB (15/10) Club’s 
last pick led the team in interceptions 
(3). A- 


State's Pat Watkins has the size and ath- 
leticism the team likes and should be 
available in the second round. 

5. Guard/center. There's a good possibili- 
ty there will be changes in the interior 
line for 2006. The club has Eugene 


Amano ready to step 
in but could use a 
second-day pick ona 
guard or center. Texas 
guard Will Allen is an 
athletic player who 
could fit the team’s 


system. 

6. Outside 
linebacker. Keith 
Bulluck was every- 
where in 2008, but at 
times he had to do too 
much. Peter Sirmon 
didn't make the plays 
he'd been accustomed 
to making, in part 
because of injuries. If 
Sirmon returns, it 
could be as a 
backup. 


because of salary cap woes 


doesn't have much depth. Michael 
Waddell has improved, but Rich Gardner 
hasn't panned out. The team wants to 
get bigger at corner, which makes Pitt's 
Josh Lay or Texas’ Cedric Griffin solid 


“OUTLOOK 


After fixing most of 
their salary-cap prob- 
lems last offseason, the 
Titans were in position 
to add free agents—and 
their activity in that 
market will help deter- 
mine their draft needs. 
In both the free-agent 
search and the draft, 
finding fast receivers and 
perhaps a shifty running 
back will be crucial. If 
Leinart and Young are 
gone by the third overall 
pick, the team couldn't 
pass on USC running 
back Reggie Bush. 

If the club takes a 
quarterback first, it will 
need to take a player in 
Round 2 who can help 
immediately—especially 
considering the team 
sent its third-round pick to Buffalo in the 
Travis Henry trade. The team also needs 
help on defense, especially at middle 
linebacker and safety. On the second day, 
the Titans will look to fill holes in the 
interior offensive line and secondary and 
at wide receiver. They also have a need at 
both linebacker spots. 

The Titans need many of their 2006 
picks to make immediate contributions, 
much like several rookies—Jones, Hill, 
tackle Michael Roos and tight end Bo 
Scaife—did last season. 

—Jim Wyatt, Nashville Tennessean 


Losing many core players 


forced the Titans to 
rebuild through the 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
Q8 @ Steve McNair 
@ Billy Volek 
FB @ Troy Fleming 
@ Bo Scaife 
RB @ Chris Brown 
@ Travis Henry 
WR @ Brandon Jones 
a Tyrone Calico 
WR @ Drew Bennett 
© Courtney Roby 
TE @ Erron Kinney 
Wi Ben Troupe 
LT @ Brad Hopkins 
J Daniel Loper_ 
LG @ Zach Piller 
@ Eugene Amano __ 
C mi Justin Hartwig 
@ Eugene Amano 
RG @ Benji Olson 
O David Stewart 
RT @ Michael Roos 
@ Jacob Bell 
DEFENSE 
LE A Kyle Vanden Bosch 
& Bo Schobel 
OT @ Albert Haynesworth 
-@ Jared Clauss 
DT @ Randy Starks 
___ @ Rien Long 
RE @ Travis LaBoy 
@ Antwan Odom 
OLB @ Peter Sirmon 
_3 Cody Spencer 
MLB @ Rob Reynolds 
Cody Spencer 
OLB & Keith Bulluck 
O Cody Spencer __ 
LCB @ Reynaldo Hill 
@ Andre Woolfolk 
$$ @ Tank Williams 
@ Vincent Fuller_ 
FS @ Lamont Thompson 
3 Marcus Randall 
RCB m@ Pacman Jones 
U Michael Waddell 
SPECIALISTS 
K_ @ Rob Bironas _ 
Pw CraigHentrich 
KR. m@ Pacman Jones 
PR @ Pacman Jones 
(S__@ Ken Amato 


Aflite @ Adequate 
W Solid OFringe 


104 '02 '03 '04 '05 
TOTAL PICKS 


710 6 13 11 
3143 


draft. They landed 
the majority of 
their defensive 
/ starters, with 
DTs Albert Haynesworth (first, '02) and Randy Starks (third, 
‘04) securing the middle. Among the promising youngsters on 
offense are TE Ben Troupe (second, '04) and WRs Brandon Jones (third, 
'05), Courtney Roby (third, 05) and Roydell Williams (fourth, 05), 


Tennessee's 
Omar Gaither is a talented 
prospect who's capable of playing 
from sideline to sideline against 
the run and is solid in coverage. 
7. Cornerback. The club has its two 
starters of the present and future in 
Pacman Jones and Reynaldo Hill, but it 


OTHER TEAMS 


0 
0 
ER 6 
OUT OF NFL 1 
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First-round pick: none 


NEEDS 


1. Wide receiver. The suc- 
cess of the team’s offense 
could depend on how the 
No. 2 wide receiver slot is 
filled, The team needs 
someone to take pressure 
off Santana Moss, by giving 
him more chances 
downfield, and to create 
running space for Clinton 
Portis. Arizona State's 
Derek Hagan or Michigan's 
Jason Avant could be a 
solid second-round choice— 
the team traded away its 
first-round pick last year— 
because of their size and 
speed. 

2. Offensive tackle. The 
team lacks depth behind 
studs Chris Samuels 

and Jon Jansen. Jim 
Molinaro has not 
developed like the 

team had hoped and 

is a short-term 

answer as a backup. 

If the team signs a 
free-agent receiver, 

it could use its first 

draft pick (late in 

the second round) on 
Boston College's 

Jeremy Trueblood or 
Miami's Eric Winston, 
who might have 

more potential. 

3. Tight end. Robert 
Royal has made 

progress, but he 

must improve as a 
receiver and blocker. 

The team might be unable to pass up 
Notre Dame's Anthony Fasano if he's still 
on the board in the second round. It also 
might use a late-round pick to draft a role 
player. 

4. Cornerback. In coordinator Gregg 
Williams’ schemes, you can't have too 
many good cornerbacks. The need at this 
position is more urgent than at first 
glance. Walt Harris, who'll be 32 at sea- 
sons start, showed signs of age and injury 
last season. Shawn Springs continues to 
play at a high level but is entering his 
10th season. Carlos Rogers showed 
enough this season to indicate he can 
start for a number of years, so this could 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Blogs, news and more: sportingnews.com 


2005 DRAFT 


Games played/started 


Ta. Carlos Rogers, CB (12/7) Injuries 
slowed his progress, but he showed 
ability as a starter. B 

1b. Jason Campbell, QB (0/0) It's 
tough to know what he's capable of. C 
4. Manuel White, FB (0/0) Spent the 
season on injured reserve. INC 

5. Robert McCune, LB (5/0) Began on 
the practice squad. Played well on 


6. Jared Newberry, LB (0/0) Was cut 
in camp; did not play for anyone. F 
7. Nehemiah Broughton, RB (4/0) 
Often inactive but performed 
adequately for a seventh-rounder. C 


be the year to start 
looking for Springs’ 
eventual replace- 
special teams when given the chance. C- ment. 


5. Outside 
linebacker. Free 
agent LaVar 
Arrington wants to 
return but might 
have burned too 
many bridges, The 
team has some flexibility if it replaces 
Arrington, If a good, smart middle line- 
backer can be found deep in the draft, 
Lemar Marshall could move to the out- 
side. If an exceptionally talented outside 
linebacker is available in the second or 
third round, the team could draft 


him and keep Marshall inside. opF 


Miami's Rocky McIntosh, who x 
also would play special teams, 

could be a solid choice. 

6. Kicker. John Hall suffered 

through leg injuries the past two sea- 
sons and was available for only 25 field- 
goal attempts while missing 14 games. 
Someone will be brought in to camp to 


challenge him. 
Quarterback. The first 
two spots are set with 
Mark Brunell and Jason 
Campbell, who is Brunell's 
heir apparent. But the 
team always is on the 
lookout for a smart, 
strong-armed quarterback 
in the late rounds. That 
gives coach Joe Gibbs 
and his staff the chance 
to develop a solid backup 
and potential starter over 
a two- or three-year span 
without feeling pressure 
to play him. 


OUTLOOK 


This is a team that 
rarely sits still in the 
draft. Expect Gibbs and 
V.P. of football operations 
Vinny Cerrato to make at 
least one deal before or 
during the draft. Gibbs is 
willing to package sever- 
al picks in order to move 
into the first round or 
move up in the second. 

If the team can take 
care of its wide receiver 
issues with a free agent, 
it will have flexibility 
with its second- and 
third-round picks. A quality offensive 
lineman, versatile cornerback or pass- 
rushing linebacker should be available 
when the team picks in Round 2. Gibbs 
might have to referee the battle 
between Williams and offensive coordi- 
nator Al Saunders for who gets the early 
draft help. 

in the later rounds, the team typically 
looks for special teams players—especially 
large and fast linebacker and H-back types. 

—Paul Woody, Richmond Times-Dispatch 
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PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
0B m@ Mark Brunnell 
@ Jason Campbell 
FB @ Chris Cooley 
_B Mike Sellers 
RB A Clinton Portis 
‘Bi Ladell Betts 
A Santana Moss 
O Taylor Jacobs 
© David Patten 
@ James Thrash 
TE @ Robert Royal 
OG Brian Kozlowski _ 
UA Chris Samuels 
3 Jim Molinaro 
(6 @ Derrick Dockery 
Q Ikechuku Ndukwe. 
C mi Casey Rabach 
U Cory Raymer 
RG @ Randy Thomas 
© Ikechuku Ndukwe 
RT m Jon Jansen 
Jim Molinaro 
DEFENSE 
LE mi Renaldo Wynn 
@ Demetric Evans 
DT w Cornelius Griffin 
@ Cedric Killings — 
DT wt Joe Salave’a 
@ Cedric Killings 
RE w Phillip Daniels 
@ Demetric Evans 
OLB @ Chris Clemons 
_@ Warrick Holdman 
MLB @ Lemar Marshall 
_@ Khary Campbell 
OLB & Marcus Washington 
@ Warrick Holdman 
(8 A Shawn Springs 
O Walt Harris 
SS Ryan Clark 
_B Pierson Prioleau 
FS & Sean Taylor 
OD Omar Stoutmire 
(CB mi Carlos Rogers 
@ Ade Jimoh 
SPECIALISTS 
K_ @ John Hall. 
P__ @ Derrick Frost 
KR @ Ladell Betts 
PR_O Antonio Brown. 
LS Ethan Albright 
Aflite @ Adequate 
BSolid O Fringe 


<= ST), 


; 101 '02 '03 '04'05 


| TOTAL PICKS 


0 
0 
4 
1 


PLAYER INDEX [J 


Adams, Darrell, DE 
Adams, Titus, DT... 
Addae, Jahmile, S. 
Addai, Joseph, RB. 
Adeyanju, Victor, D! 
Allen, Jason, S.... 
Allen, Will, G 
Alston, Jon, OLB 
Anderson, David, WR .. 
Anderson, Gerald, O7..... 
Anderson, James, OLB... 
Anderson. Mark, DE... 
Anderson, Sir Henry, DT 
Andrews, Willie. S..... 
Aromashodu, Devin, WR. 
Austin, Miles, WR... 
Avant, Jason. WR... 
Baker, Dallas, WR... 
Barclay, Chris, RB... 
Basanez, Brett, O8 
Baskett, Hank, WR, 
Baugher, Danny, P.. 
Bell, Brett, CB... 
Bell, Mike, RB. 
Bennett, Charles, DE. 
Bernstein, Matt, FB... 
Betts, Josh, OB..... 
Bienemann, Troy, TE... 
Bilbo, Damarius, WR . 
Bing, Darnell, S. 
Blackmon, Will, CB 
Blue, Greg. S 
Boothe, Kevin, G. 
Bouknight, Jovon, WR 
Boykin, McKinley, OT. 
Bray, Trent, ILB,, 
Brooks, Darrell, 
Brown, Manaia, OT 
Bullocks, Daniel, S...... 
Bunkley, Brodrick, OT 
Bush, Reggie, RB... 
Butler, Brad, OT... 
Butler, Rashad, OT..... 
Byrd, Dominique, TE... 
Calhoun, Brian, RB 
Carpenter, Bobby, OLB. 
Carroll, Thomas, DE 
Carter. Jason, WR. 
Chaisson, Kelvin, G... 
Clarke, Andrew, TE 
Clary, Jeromey, G... 
Clemens, Kellen, QE.. 
Coffey, Sean, WR... 
Cofield, Barry, DT... 
Colledge, Daryn, 0 
Colston, Marques, WR 
Cook, Ryan, C 
Cottrell, Jimmy, ILB.. 
Cromartie, Antonio, CB.. 
Croyle, Brodie, QB.......... 
Culver, Tyrone, S 
Cutler, Jay, Q8... 
Daniels, Owen, TE... 
Daniels, 2... RB..... 
Davis, Charles, TE... 
Davis, Vernon, TE... 
Day, Tim, TE... 
De la Garza, Aldo, 
Depory, Mike, C...... 
Demps, Marcus, CE 
Derting Will, OLB 
Dibbles, Larry, DT... 
Dobbins, Tim, ILB.. 
Doughty, Reed, 
Douglas, Cody, G 
Drame, Kader, OT... 
Orew, Maurice, RB. 
Dumervil, Elvis, DE 
Dvoracek, Dusty, DT... 
Edwards, Ray, DE... 
Ellerson, Jared, WR 
Ellison, Keith, OLB 
Eslinger. Greg C...... 
Eugene, Bruce, QB 
Evans, Jahri, G. 
Evans, Willie, DE .. 
Evwaraye, Seppo, OT . 
Fasano, Anthony, TE.. 
Ferguson, O'Brickashaw, OT 
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Flowers, Nichiren, WR 
Fulbright, Gabriel, CB. 
Gaither, Omar, OLB 
Ganther, Quinton, RB. 
Gibbons, Travis, OT 
Gilbert, Ryan, RB 
Gill, Erik, TE... 
Gocong, Chris, DE.. 
Golston, Kedric, OT 
Gordon, Charles, CB... 
Gradkowski, Bruce, QB 
Green, Marcus, DT. 
Green, Skyler, WR... 
Greenway, Chad, OLB. 
Griffin, Cedric, CB... 
Hackney, Darrell, QB... 
Hagan, Derek, WR... 
Hali, Tamba, DE 
Hall, Andre, RB.. 
Hamby, Ryan, TE 
Hannon, Chris, WR 
Haralson, Parys, DE 
Harper, Roman, S... 
Harrell, Chris. S. 
Harris, Gilbert, FB.. 
Harris, Oren, OT... 

Harrison, Jerome. RB. 
Hass, Mike, WR....... 
Havner, Spencer, OLB 
Hawk, A.J., OLB....... 
Henderson, Eric, DE 
Henderson, Taurean, RB.. 
Hester, Devin, CB... 
Hightower, Jami, OT .. 
Hill, Quadtrine, FB.. 
Hill Tye, CB ... 
Hinkel, Ed, Wi 
Hixon, Domenik, WR... 
Hobbs, Lonta, RB... 
Hodge. Abdul, ILB. 
Hoffman, Ryan, P... 
Holmes, Santonio, WR 
Hopoi, Manase, OT 
Houston, Reuben, CB.. 
Howard, Thomas, OLB 
Hoyte, Oliver, ILB.. 
Hudson, Marcus, S 
Huff, Michael, S 
Humes, Cedric, 8B. 
Hunter, Darrell, CB 
Huston, Josh, K. 
{moh, Mike, RB. 
Ingram, Clint, OLB, 
lwuchukwu, Bobby, 
lwuh, Brian, S.... 
Jackson, Chad, WR 
Jackson, D'Qwell, ILB 
Jackson, Tommy, D 
Jacobs, Omar, QB .. 
Jean-Gilles, Max, G.. 
Jenkins, Julian, DE... 
Jennings, Adam, WR. 
Jennings, Greg. WR 
Jennings, Kelly, CB 
Jennings, Tim, CB... 
Johnson, Brandon, OLB... 
Johnson, Darcy, TE... 
Johnson, Jovon, CB 
Jolly, Johnny, OT... 
Jones, Kendrick, WR... 
Joseph, Davin, G..... 
Joseph, Johnathan, CB... 
Justice, Winston, OT.. 
Keiaho, Freddy, ILB 
Keith, Chariton, OE... 
Kershaw, William, OLB 
King, Jeff, TE..... 
Kirtman, David, FB 
Kiwanuka, Mathias, DE... 
Klopfenstein, Joe, TE 
Kudla, Mike, DE 
Kuper. Chris, G. 
LaCasse, Ryan, DE. 
Landry, Dawan, S.... 
Lawson, Manny, DE 
Lay. Josh. CB..... 
Lee, Greg, WR 
Leffew, Travis, OT.. 
Leinart, Matt. QB... 


Lemon, J.R., RB. 
Lentz, Matt. G.... 
Levey, Jabar), OT..... 
LeVoir, Mark, OT 
Lewis, Jonathan, D 
Lewis, Marcedes, TE 
London, Justin, ILB 
Long, Devan, DE 
Lonie, David, P.. 
Love, Grayling, C 
Lowry. Calvin, S. 
Lulay, Travis, QB 
Lundy, Wali, RB. 
Lutui, Taitusi, OT. 
Madsen. John, WR. 
Mahelona, Jesse, OT... 
Malone, Antonio, C 
Malone, Tom, P.. 
Mangold, Nick, C 
Manning, Danieal, CB 
Maroney, Laurence, RB... 
Marshall, Richard, CB 
Martin, Derrick, CB 
Martin, Jimmy, OT.. 


Matua. Fred, G.... 
Maxey, Marcus, CB. 
McCann, Dee, CB... 
McClover, Stanley, DE 
McGarigle, Tim, ILB.... 
McGrew, Sam, ILB 
Mcintosh, Rocky, OLB 
McNeal, Reggie, QB 
McNeill, Marcus, 0 


Meadow, Robin, G.. 
Meyer, Erik, OB 
Mihihauser, Nick C 
Mills, Garrett, FB... 
Mincey, Jeremy, DE 
Minter, DeMario, C' 
Mix, Anthony, WR.. 
Montgomery, Will 
Moore, DonTrell, RB 
Moss, Sinorice, WR 
Murphy, Jason, G... 
Nance, Martin, WR 
Nande, Terna, OLB 
Nanton, Javon, DE 
Naziruddin, Khalid, CB 
Ngata, Haloti, OT. 
Nicholson, A.J,, OLB... 
Norwood Jerious, RB. 
Obomany, Ben, WR... 
O'Callaghan, Ryan, OT 
Oliver, Melvin, DE... 
Olmsted, Thomas, 
Olomua, Bristol, TE 
Olson, Drew, QB.............. 
Onyenegecha, Chijioke, CB. 
Orr, Jonathan, WR...... 
Oshinowo, Babatunde, 0 
Page, Jarrad, S....... 
Parham, Kai, ILB 


Peprah, Charlie, S... 
Philip, Marvin, C. 
Phillips, Anwar, CB 
Pinegar, Paul, QB....... 
Pinson, Lawrence, ILB 
Pittman, David, C8 
Plackemeier, Ryan, P.... 
Pollard, Bernard, S 
Pope, Leonard, TE... 
Powers:Neal, Rashon, FB 
Quillen Drouzon, WR...... 
Raiola, Donovan, C 
Reddick, Troy, OT 
Reid, Willie. WR 
Rhodes, Damien, R 
Riggs, Gerald, RB... 
Roach, Freddie, ILB 
Robinson, Dale, !LB.... 
Robinson, Michael, WR.. 
Roland, Dennis, OT 
Ross, Cory, RB... 


Ross, Derrick, RB. 
Ross, Patrick, C. 
Ross, Richie, WR.... 
Rucker, Frostee, DE. 
Runnels, J.D., FB..... 
Ryans, DeMeco, OLB 
Salley, Nate, S....... 
Sanders, Dontez, OLB. 
Scheffler, Tony, TE 
Schlegel, Anthony, ILB 
Scifres, Jon, K... 
Scott, Jonathan, OT 
Setterstrom, Mark, 
Shockley, 0.J., OB... 
Simon, Kevin, OLB... 
Simpson, Ko, S... 
Sims, Ernie, OLB 
Sims, Rob, G.. 
Slay, Dwayne, S. 
Smith, Anthony, S... 
Smith, Brad, WR 
Smith, Eric, S..... 
Smith, Harrison, CB 
Smith, Kent. QB. 
Smith, Le Kevin, 
Smith, ROB, G se 
Solomon, Clinton. WR 
Spencer, Charles, 6 
Spitz, Jason, C.., 
Stallings, Tre’, G 
Stanley, Montavious, OT. 
Stelly, Joel, P.... 
Stenavich, Adam, G 
Stovall, Maurice, WR.. 
Strief, Zach, OT.. 
Tahi, Naufahy, F 
Tapp, Darryl, DE 
Taylor, Chris, RB..... 
Tella, Tony, G..... 
Thomas, David, TE. 
Threat, Greg, $ 
Toeaina, Albert, OT.. 
Toledo, Joe, OT. 
Torp, John, P. 
Toudouze, Michael, OT. 
Trueblood, Jeremy, OT 
Tulloch, Stephen, OLB 
Vickers, Lawrence, FB. 
Void, Jerod, RB....... 
Walker, Delanie, WR 
Walker, John, CB.... 
Wallace, Cooper, TE. 
Ware, Scott, S, 
Washington, Leon, 
Watkins, Pat, S.. 
Watkins, Todd, WR .. 
Watson, Gabe, OT 
Weatherford, Steve, P 
Webb, Demetrice, CB.. 
Webb, Jeff, WR 
White, LenDale, RB.......... 
Whitehead, Terrence, RB. 
Whitehurst, Charlie, QB... 
Whitley, E.J., OT 
Whitner, Donte, S.. 
Whitworth, Andrew, 0 
Wilkinson, Gerris, OLB... 
Williams, Brandon, WR... 
Williams, DeAngelo, RB... 
Williams, Demetrius, WR 
Williams, Jamar, OLB 
Williams, Jimmy, CB.. 


Williams, Kyle. OT.. 59 
Williams, Leon, OLB 69 
Williams, Mano, DE.... 

Williams, T.J., TE.... 


Witliams, Travis, OLB, 
Willis, Shawn, FB..... 
Wilson, Travis, WR . 
Wimbley, Kamerion, 
Winston, Eric, OT... 
Wright, Rodrigue, OT... 
Wroten, Claude, OT 
Wyatt, Justin, CB 
Wyche, James, DE... 
Youboty. Ashton, C 
Young, Vince, OB..... 
Zemaitis, Alan, CB. 
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